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£18bn Bill Gates poised to become the richest man in history 



By Quentin Letts 

IN NEW YORK AND 

Mark Henderson 


Gates: doubled fortune 


BILL GATES, the American comput¬ 
er entrepreneur, last year doubled his 
fortune to $29 billion (£18"billion) on 
the back of a stampeding bull 
market, setting him well on the road 
to becoming the greatest human 
wealth accumulator" in the world — 
ever. 

Mr Gates, 41, the former computer 
nerd who in 1975 dropped out of 
col lege t o co-found Microsoft, benefit¬ 
ed from a rampaging American stock 
marks whim this week broke 


another of its own, vertigo-inducing 
records. To heady cheers around 
"Wall Street, the Dow Jones industrial 
average broke through the 7,000 
mark. 

The latest rise on die New York 
Stock Exchange has been unprece¬ 
dentedly swift. It took only four 
months For the Dow Jones — which’ 
did not break through the 3,000 
harrier until 1991 — to rise 1,000 
paints. 

Iri the pastyear, Mr Gates has seen 
his wealth increase by $425 million 
(£265 million) a day. When he gets 
up in the morning, he is effectively 
$20 million richer than he was when 


he went to sleep. Nor is he alone in 
such good fortune. Warren Buffet, 
the stock market player, “made” 
some $7 billion last year, while Mr 
Gates'S Microsoft partner, ftiul Al¬ 
len, is $6.4 billion better off than he 
was 12 months ago. 

Phil Knight, of the sports shoe 
company Nike, gained $3 billion; the 
Bronfman family coffers swelled by 
$25 billion, and even small fry such 
as Michael Eisner, chief executive of 
Disney, has achieved paper gains of 
$50 million in the last six weeks 
alone. 

The current cascade of gold in 
America can hardly be overstated 


and the greatest beneficiaries, in 
their wealth, now outmatch the 
greatest plutocrats of history. The 
medieval Mediris never had it as 
good, nor did the empire builders of 
19th century Britain or even earlier 
generations of American rich men. 

Along the smarter boulevards of 
Manhattan last year, a man needed 
$50 million to be considered handily 
well off. Today that figure is general¬ 
ly put at $85 million — and rising. 

Computer stock has been especial¬ 
ly buoyant, going through what 
market analysts term a “super cycle", 
in which entrepreneurs can find 
themselves $50 million richer over¬ 


night, When the great railroad 
bunder Cornelius Vanderbilt died, in 
1877 he left a mere $100 million — 
$43 billion today — and the banker 
JP Morgan left only $50 million 
when he died in 1913. 

Their names still evoke unimagin¬ 
able wealth, but in reality they were 
mere bootblacks compared to the 
likes of Messrs Gates and Buffet. 
Only the legendary oilman, John D 
Rockefeller, outstripped their wealth 
with a $855 million fortune which 
would be worth a massive $38 billion 
Continued on page 2. col 8 
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Target the young, say NHS advisers 


MICHAEL POWELL 


T :'?r . 





TJB 


11-year-olds 
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CHILDREN as young as .11 
should be offered free con¬ 
doms and advice on sex to- 
reduce Britain’s high rate of 
teenage pregnancies, accord¬ 
ing to a key Government 
advisory body bn health 
research. 

In the most authoritative 
review of research on sex 
among teenagers, including 
those below the age of consent, 
the controversial report by fee 
NHS Centre for Reviews and 
Dissemination says That 
school-based sex education 
supported by clinics providing 
contraceptives is fee best way 
of preventing teenage preg¬ 
nancies. 

The disclosure provoked an¬ 
ger last night from Conserva¬ 
tive MPs and organisations 
promoting the family. . 

Dame Angela Rumbold, 


* 
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Tory MP for Mitcham and 
Morden, said: “Surety these 
groups have better things to 
do than give this 9ort erfadvice. 
I am certain that this is a 
matter for parents and it 
should be left to parents to 
decide the age at much there 
issues should be addressed. It 
is difficult to sri: an age but it 
certainly should not be at the 
age of II.” 

However, David Hart gen¬ 
eral secretary, of tie National 
Association of Head Teachers, 
said: “Whether you should 
hand out free condoms to all 
secondary school pupils may 
be going a stage too far. But it 
is absolutely right that sex 
education should be given to 
pupils before they are sexually 
active from II onwards. If you 
can catch teenagers before 
they are sexually, active you 
have a better dance of prc- 
I "waiting pregnancies later on." 

Over 55*000 copies of its 
latest Effective Health Care 


Bulletin, a review of research 
which advises on best practice 
in amfootfersul areas, wil] be 
distributed on Monday to 
doctors, NHS managers, local 
education authorities, social 
work agencies and family 
planning efinzes. 

The bulletin says that young 
people must be targeted before 
they became sexually active 
because ft is much harder to 
change their sexual and con¬ 
traceptive behaviour later. Re¬ 
search shows high levels-of 
ignorance about sex and con¬ 
traception. especially among 
boys aged 12 to 14. 

A spokesman for fee centre, 
which receives over £1 mil linn 
in funding from the health 
department, said yesterday: 
“A lot of what happens sexu¬ 
ally between young people is 
based on their ignorance. The 
younger sex education starts 
the better. That means child-, 
ren in fee last year of primary 
school and the first year of 
secondary school should be 


Britain’s pregnancy rate 
among 15-19 year olds is fee 
highest in Europe. The Gov¬ 
ernment has set a target under 
the "Health of fee Nation" 
strategy of halving fee preg¬ 
nancy rate in under 16-year- 
olds by20OQ, but progress has 
been slow. Although fee rate 
has fallen since 1990. in 1994 it 
was stiff : &3 per 1,000. the 
same level as a decade earlier. 

The health bulletin says that 
sexual abstinence pro¬ 
grammes, which try to per¬ 
suade young people to 
postpone sex until they are 
manied, do not work. They 
neither delay sexual activity 
nor reduce pregnancy. How¬ 
ever, programmes which com¬ 
bine sex education wife access 
to contraceptive services do 


reduce pregnancies and do not 
increase somal activity. 

The bulletin's findings arts 
based on a review of 42 studies 
of teenage, pregnancy, most 
conducted in America. Many 
other studies were considered 
and rejected because they 
were of poor quality. The 
spokesman for the centre said 
its role was to inform decision 
makers of current research 
findings, not to make policy. 

Hie bulletin points out feat 
the cost of providing contra¬ 
ceptive and counselling ser¬ 
vices is for lower than the 
health and serial costs of 
unplanned pregnancy. 

“In order to attract young 
people to use services they 
must be well advertised, easily 
accessed outside school hours 
and — for under 16-year-olds 
— confidential," it says. 

Valerie Riches, director of 
fbmily and Youth Concern, 
said the reports conclusions 
were “quite alarming”. 

“Sex education should help 
young people to see the rea¬ 
sons why drey should abstain 
from intercourse,” she said. 
“There is a danger in preach¬ 
ing to all and sundry when 
ratty a minority are doing it or 
would contemplate it." 

She said the report's authors 
had been selective in fee 
research they had chosen to 
highlight and were acting as a 
mouthpiece for fee liberal 
wing of the health education 
lobby. 

“Why is ft. if sex education is 
so effective, that younger and 
younger people are engaging 
in sex?" she asked. “The age 
should be going up, not down. 
And why is there a massive 
increase in fee use of fee 
morning after pill? Thar 
shows ■ . sex education is 
failing.” ■ 



God Save the Queen wffl make a comeback at today’s rugby game in-Dublin 


Irish reject minute’s silence 


By Nicholas Watt, chief Ireland correspondent 


PEACE campaigners reacted 
furiously after rugby’s govern¬ 
ing body in Ireland rejected a 
request to hold a minute’s 
silence before today’s match 
against England in memory of 
fee soldier murdered this 
week by the IRA 

The STOP peace group, 
which campaigns against ter¬ 
rorist violence, accused the 
Irish Rugby Football Union of 
throwing away a great oppor¬ 
tunity to send a message of 
reconabation from Dublin to 
Britain. 

The group said that a trib¬ 
ute to Lance Bombardier Ste¬ 
phen Restorick would have 
been particularly poignant to¬ 
day because God Save the 
Queen will be played at 
Lansdowne Road for fee first 
time before a rugby match. 


Chris Hudson, of the Dub¬ 
lin-based STOP group, said: 
“The playing of fee British 
anthem presented an ideal 
occasion to mark our respect 
for Stephen and to mark 
reconciliation between our two 
people." 

STOP will pay its own 
tribute to L/Bdr Restorick this 
afternoon by flying a plane 
over Lansdowne Road trailing 
a banner with the words 
“Ceasefire Now". The group is 
also calling on people to leave 
flowers in memory of fee 
murdered soldier outside the 
nearby British Embassy. 

The Irish rugby union said 
last night that it had turned 
down STOPs request for a 
minute's silence because it did 
not want to enter fee political 
arena. 


The row in Dublin came as 
the woman who witnessed the 
shooting of UBdr Restorick 
accepted an invitation from 
fee soldier’s parents to attend 
his funeral in England next 
week. Lorraine McElroy, who 
was injured by the same bullet 
which killed the soldier in 
Bessbrook. Co Armagh, will 
stay with Rita and John 
Restorick in Peterborough. 

Mrs McElroy. 35. who is 
married wife two young child¬ 
ren and who will travel to 
England wife her husband, 
said she was honoured to have 
been invited. She added: “Mrs 
Restorick. asked me in the 
most heartfelt manner if I 
would please go to her son's 
funeral." 


Match preview, page 52 
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WI backs the strippers in spite of vicar’s protest 


BvAlanHamiuon 


STRIPPERS and blue comedians will 
be welcome in the village hall at 
Shodey, near Ipswich, Suffolk, thanks 
to support from the Women’s Institute 
and other users who have outvoted the 
objections of the local vicar. 

The question of adult entertainment 
was put to the vote after a ribald and 
noisy evening of male amusement 
staged. by the village football dub 
disturbed parish councillors holding 
their monthly meeting in the next 
room. Such was the offensive disbar-, 
bancethaf the.Rev Robin Spittle, fee 
vicar of Shelley, and one other 
councillor walked out of the meeting. 


Their protests at fee riotous laugh¬ 
ter and disgusting jokes filtering 
through the waff forced the village hall 
management committee to ask all the 
bull ding’s users whether they wanted 
fee salacious evenings to continue. By 
a majority, they did. 

The WI, displaying an unexpected 
streak of libertarian democracy, voted 
in favour. So did other hah users, 
inducting fee local branch of fee 
Royal British Legion, fee Over 60s 
Club, the carpet bowls, outdoor bowls 
and football dubs, the community 
council and fee drama group. 

Mr Spftde said he objected to the 
strip shows and vulgar comedians on 
moral grounds. However, Carol 


Wilkins, 56, the WI representative, 
said yesterday that 25 of her members 
had voted to allow strip nights, and 
only five had objected. 

“We are certainly not staid in this 
village. You won't catch us crocheting 
or making marmalade. We are just a 
bunch of friendly ladies who enjoy 
meeting up, but 1 don’t think any of 
these members will want to go to these 
evenings themselves." she said. Her 
husband Graham, fee chairman of the 
village hall management committee, 
said that the strip shows should 
continue, but it would be a condition 
that dubs staging them should book 
the entire hall so feat no other groups 
would be there. 


Councillor Clare Sullivan, an Ips¬ 
wich schoolteacher, who objected to 
the decision to allow the shows, said 
feat sbe was nonetheless pleased that 
fee community had been consulted. 
She was at the council meeting in fee 
next room last December when she 
and fee vicar were forced to leave. 

“From my seat I had to listen to 
every word. The whole flavour of fee 
evening was men having a joBy good 
time ar the expense of women, who 
were excluded." she said. 

The Shodey Rose Football Club, 
perpetrators of the Original offence, 
have now promised lo hold a ladies' 
night wife plenty of offensive jokes 
about men. 
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Outrage over 
Lawrence case 
‘trial by media’ 


ByLin Jenkins, Richard Duce and Kathryn Knigh 


LAWYERS acting for five men 
named by fee Daily Mail as 
murderers of black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence said yester¬ 
day they were outraged. 

But amid a furore over 
allegations of trial by media, 
the Lawrence family wel¬ 
comed the newspapers' deci¬ 
sion to name those acquitted of 
his killing and its challenge to 
them to sue if they are 
innocent. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, said: “The Daily 
Mail haven't done anything 
against the law. unless of 
course these men claim that 
the piece has been defamatory 
and that's a matter for them." 

However, legal experts and 
Roger Gale, chairman of the 
Conservative backbench 
media committee, said the 
newspaper had “acted as 
judge and jury”. 

The five accused by fee 
newspaper, Gary Dobson, 21. 
Luke Knight 20, David Norris 

20, and brothers Neil Acourt, 

21, and Jamie Acourt, 19, 
yesterday saw their lawyers. 
Mr Norris and Jamie Acourt 


were discharged during cor 
mittal proceedings in Decer 
ber 1993. Neil Acourt and N 
Knight were acquitted of mu 
der and Mr Dobson wi 
acquitted of unlawful killing 
Mr Gale said: “I think ih 
is tabloid journalism at i 
Continued on page 2, col 


Calculated risk, page 
Mi chad Beloff, page I 
Leading article, page i 


Dead boy’s fathe 
worked for edito 


Paul Dacre, the Editor of ff 
Daily Mail, has taken 
personal interest in the La\ 
rence case. He employed St 
phen’s father Neville aroun 
a decade ago to do sow 
plastering work on his how 
in Islington, north London. 

When fee newspaper fir: 
pursued fee story Mr Lav 
rence said he telephoned M 
Dacre to seek assurances thi 
the case would be treate 
sympathetically. 
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Online debate means election is virtually under way 


By Valerie Elliott 

WHITEHALL EDITOR 


THE general election campaign was 
launched on the Internet in the 
House of Commons yesterday. Min¬ 
isters. Labour frontbenchers and 
MPs have signed up to a new 
Politician's Forum which allows 
voters to question them from the 
comfort of their own homes. 

The forum aims to bring a new 
dimension to a political question 
time. Bui while MPs yesterday were 
able to view a pilot of the service. 


anyone wishing to engage in a 
sparring match with a politician 
must wait until Monday to debate 
future transport policy and the 
British constitution. 

The forum has been devised by UK 
Citizens Online Democracy — a non- 
partisan and non-profitmaking com¬ 
pany funded by die Joseph Rnwntree 
Charitable Trust — to see if the 
Internet has any influence on politics. 

Sane political experts believe that 
the impact of the Internet could 
swing votes in marginal constituen¬ 
cies in this year’s election. Politician's 


Forum will run throughout the 
election campaign. Towards polling 
day a live radio phone-in is being 
planned to link up politicians and 
voters who have debated on-line. 

Douglas Henderson, a Labour 
frontbencher., who will give his 
party’s case about the constitution, 
said last night: “It will be rather like 
taking part in a football match 
without a referee. But as a party we 
are taking this very seriously. People 
will have direct access to us.” 

Nigd Evans, the Tory MP for 
Ribble Valley, will also debate the 


constitution. He is one of the few 
Ton f MPs to have mastered the 
Internet. “This is the perfect way to 
get into someone’s home and put 

P. vi -i__ _ nrair nf 


ideas across, it is also a good way of 
contacting young people." 

T _rtirwfrtr and 


Irving Rapperport, director and 
founder of UKCOD, said last night 
“We know that sonic five per centof 
the population are connected to the 
Internet — some two million people. 
Who knows, there really could be a 
significant voice out there who. could 
' determine five outcome in up to ten 
marginal seatsT Anyone wishing to 


take oart in the- debates should 
Sks me World Wide Web fart 

bttp://v^vw.deniocaucy.org-ukypol* 

* m^leparate move schoolchildren 
are also bang w^ed to usethe 
Internet to cut todeMon vote* 
The Hansard Society, with with 
BBC's hlewsroiuuL is organising 3 ’ 
genial election .for schools. Leading, 

politicians will take 
debates and Peter Snow, tte BBC* 
political commentator, will an alyse - 
the results as they come in from 
schools around the country. - 


‘Day after day shows more prosperity’ 


Blair is scared 


of waiting until 


May, says Major 


By Andrew Pierce and Jill Sherman 


JOHN MAJOR attempted to 
turn the tables on Tony Blair 
yesterday, by accusing him of 
trying to nigger an early 
election in fear that the im¬ 
proving economy would deliv¬ 
er victory to theTories in May. 

It also emerged that the 
Prime Minister is preparing 
for a five to six week election 
campaign, which would prob¬ 
ably be announced at the 
Central Council meeting in 
Bath on March 14. Senior 
party sources said if would 
take about fire days to agree to 
get the legislation sorted out 
between the main parties be¬ 
fore Parliament was dissolved. 
The official campaign would 
then be launched. leading up 
ro an election on May 1. 

Mr Major has already sig¬ 
nalled his own appetite for a 
long campaign, and party 
strategists now admit that this 
may be the only way ro start 
bringing down Labour’s lead 
in the polls. The Prime Minis¬ 
ter, speaking at the Welsh 
Tory Party conference in 
Mostyn, mocked Mr Biair as a 
man in a hurry: "Labour want 
an early election because they 
don’t want people to see what 
is happening in our economy. 
Day after day shows growth 
and prosperity." 

There was a feeling that the 
difficult and unpopular deci¬ 
sions taken by the Govern¬ 
ment were now bearing fruit, 
he said. Economic prospects 


where the “best in living 
memory of most people." 

Mr Major used his speech, 
the first in a series of set-piece 
rallies, to unveil the central 
themes of his campaign: 
Europe, the constitution, the 
economy and Labour's fitness 
to govern. He contrasted his 
upbringing and lifestyle with 
Mr Blau’s. 

Scorning Mr Blair's com¬ 
mitment to reform the consti¬ 
tution in the first year of 
government, he said that the 
proposals to abolish the 
House of Lords might cause 
excitement among the “Chian¬ 
ti-swilling classes of 
Isiingtonia, but it is not what 
the}' want to hear in the Little 
Chet" He drew loud laughs 
when he declared he had 
received a wonderful Valen¬ 
tine card saying: “Everything I 
stand for. Everything I believe 
in, l owe to you." It was signed 
Tony Blair, he said. 

Mr Major also confronted 
the danger he has identified as 
the greatest risk to the survival 
of his Government: the “it’s 
time for change" argument. 
He said: “They pedal misery 
and gloom to persuade people 
that it’s time for a change. But 
it won’t work. Britain has a 
smile on its face. Our win wfli 
broaden that smile." 

On the constitution, he said 
that plans for a Scottish tax¬ 
raising parliament and Welsh 
assembly will fracture the 
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union: “Our nation’s heritage, 
our culture. Our sense of 
identity and willingness to 
share institutions and govern¬ 
ments. These things are a 
precious legacy. They cannot 
be created overnight. They 
take generations. 

“Once you set Wales against 
the north-east of England, 
Scotland against Wales, the 
south-west against the 
Marches, the s traigth of Brit¬ 
ain will be sapped, our nat¬ 
ional purpose undermined. So 
long as J am prime minister. 1 
will not let it happen." 

Mr Blair derided the main 
thrust of Mr Major's assault 
on Labour's constitutional 


programme, claiming that 
"the idea that toe British 


constitution should never 
change and evolve and devel¬ 
op is completely absurd." The 
Tories were running away 
from an election “and it's not 
as if they’re doing anything in 
government." 

As parliament prepares to 
debate the censure motion 
over the handling of the BSE 
crisis by Douglas Hogg, the 
agriculture minister. Labour 
seized on the Government’s 
refusal to put down a motion 
of its own, praising the minis¬ 
ter, as is usual when an 
opposition party tables** mo¬ 
tion critical of the government 
Tory 'strategists said that 
Labours motion, was a “stunt 
that merited nip response"' 


Furore 
at ‘murder 
trial by 
media’ 


absolute worst We have a 
judicial system in tins country 
and for all its faults, it has 
stood the test of time.” 

Nigel Pascoe, QC chairman 
of the Bar Council public 
affairs committee, said: 
“Whatever the failure of inves¬ 
tigation or the lack of evi¬ 
dence, it is not for the press to 
act as judge and jury." 

The Lawrence family said 
the newspaper’s action ex¬ 
posed the defects in the crimi¬ 
nal justice system which has 
failed to see a successful 
prosecution. Lawyers acting 
for the family are planning to 
bring a civil action against the 
fivfemen. 

Imran Khan, the Law¬ 
rence's solicitor, said: “Mrs 
Lawrence was pleased 
because here is a national 
newspaper which is taking 
steps which no other organis¬ 
ation has done." 

Peter Wright, the Mail's 
deputy editor, said: “We 
thought very carefully about 
it. ana it was not an approach 
we took lightly, but we believe 
the seriousness of the case and 
the issues it raises demands 
this sort of approach." 

He said that Mrs Law¬ 
rence's unhappiness with the 
case, the failure of witnesses to 
cooperate and the arrogance 
of the five men to answer 
questions at the inquest had 
been the reason behind the 
decision. 

Mr Dobson refused to leave 
his home, just yards from the 
bus stop where Stephen was 
stabbed to death almost four 
years ago. Michael Holmes. 
Mr Dobson’s solicitor, said: “I 
haw a sense of outrage about 
the article. My client insists he 
is innocent, and always has 
done." 

Earlier. Mr Dobson had 
emerged briefly ro swear at 
reporters before retreating 
into the semi-detached house 
in Eltham. south-east London. 

The four other men were not 
at home. 

The Press Com plaints Com- 
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Labour says 
more firms 
would pay 
windfall 
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Major holds a Valentine card fromWelsh ConservatiwGS 


LABOUR is preparing legi sla- 
tion to broaden the scope of 
the proposed windfall tax to;:-;: 
more- privatised, utilities, it 
emerged yesterday. It wants to - .. j 
make large companies beyond 7 -. 7 
the water and electricity in- ;-:-; 
dustries liable to the taxi,' 
which is expected to raise;... 
between : £3 billion and 
£10 trillion- - ; 

British Gas, BT, Railtradc, ; .- 
Assodated British Ports and ; 
BAA. the airports authority. , ■; 
. would be covered by enabling.; 
legislation listing the statutes.:, 
affected by the tax change. BA, 
formerly British Airways, is" " 
nor covered in the legislafton-.-'s 
which would be introduced 
within the first six weeks of a .* 
Labour government. 

Labour made dear that, 4 

although the legislation would- * 

enable the Government to lax “ ' 
any of the companies, it did 
not mean that they would 
automatically have the levy 
imposed. The success of regu¬ 
lation. degree of monopoly 
and die scale of profits would 
be considered first y 

A utilities analyst at stock- .• 
broker SGST raid the move ;> 
could reduce the impact of the 
tax on the water and electricity . 
industries. “If it were extended 
to the Bees of BAA. BT and. - 
Rail trade it would dilute die • 
effect for the water and elec- ...... 

tricity companies.” 

Labour responded to criti-...-. 
asm by Clare Spottiswoode.. ; 
the gas industiy regulator, of . •, 
the possible .taxing of British 
Gas by making dear that the •„ .■ 
party intended to introduce a .. -; 
single energy industry regular •• 
tor to replace separate posts . 
for deefridty and gas. ; . 


Brown promises a million: 
no increase in income tax 


By Jul Sherman, chief political correspondent 


GORDON BROWN sent 
personalised letters to one 
million households in margin¬ 
al seats yesterday pledging 
that Labour would not raise 
income tax 

The mail-out coincided with 
a new poster launched and 
signed by Tony Blair which 
bears the same message — 
that a Labour government 
would not raise income tax in 
the lifetime of a Parliament 

The paster features a picture 
of Mr Blair beside the slogan 
“Labour's five-year tax pledge: 
no increase in income tax 
rates." The joint offensive fol¬ 
lows signs in some of the polls 
that labour has yet to con¬ 
vince voters that it will not put 
up taxes. 

The letter from the Shadow 
Chancellor says that the basic 
rate and top rate of tax would 
remain untouched at 23p and 
40p, and that he would also 
move to a starting rate of lOp. 
He also confirms that Labour 


would reduce VAT on fuel 
from 8 per cent to S par cent 
and gives a pledge not to 
extend VAT in certain areas, 
such as food, children's 
clothes, books and 
newspapers. 

He adds: “There is much to 
be done in Britain but new 
Labour will not make prom¬ 
ises which it cannot keep. Just 
as you would not spend money 
that you do not have. I will not 
make spending commitments 
which l cannot pay." 

Mr Brown sets out Labour's 
only spending pledges: small¬ 
er class sires, catting waiting 
lists and getting mare young 
people into work. 

Chief Treasury Secretary 
William Waldegrave insisted 
that the Labour lea de rship 
had now signalled fax in¬ 
creases in other areas. “Tony 
Blair’s poster launch lets the 
cat out of die bag," he said. 

“The implication is abso¬ 
lutely dean that Labour 


would start to pay for its £30.' 
billion of spending pledges by 
.cuts in allowances." . .. .. 

The two Labour initiatives ••!. 
coincided with the launch of a ’. ... 
free-sheet Labour newspaper,....... 

The Rose , which again spells^ - . 
out die tax message. It also .... 

warns voters against letting .-^,.7 
theTories in by voting liberal^, 
Democrat. A lighter artide 
lists “20 things you did nor 
.know about Tony Blair", in- .^j 
eluding thathis favourite meal. 
is fish and chips, he gave up,- r, 
smoking on his wedding day;,. , 
and he is “a mimic who takes- 
off most of the Cabinet". ‘. v , r , 
□ The TUC yesterday t_ 
. launched a El million advertise 
ing campaign to convince. 
workers to use their votes in 
the coming election to win,;' 
greater employment rights. ; .; ■ 
The campaign, funded by!.;--, 
many of the major trade,,'—- 
unions, includes a cinema- . 
advertisement aimed at yourt-. • 
ger workers. 




Prison Service fails 


to fill boot camp 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


THE second boot camp for 
young offenders wffi be wily a 
third full when it opens next 
week. The Prison Service has 
been able to find only between 
eight and 12 suitable candi¬ 
dates for the 32 places to 
endure the strict discipline of 
at the Military Corrective 
Training Centre in Colches¬ 
ter. Essex 

The boot camp at die 
Army's “glasshouse" opens on 
Thursday with a group of 
offenders who pose no threat 
to file public and are uniikriy 
.to want to escape from a 
tough, spartan regime of drill 
and training. The selection 
process shows that thousands 
of the toughest young crimi¬ 
nals aged 17-21 will not be 

**—*"* *>> ^nwmmpnC* 


not be a danger to the public. 
They must also be suitable for 
open prison conditions, which 
mean s trusted to live in 
premises without a perimeter 
fence or wall 

Up to 300 Army. Royal 
Navy and RAF offender can 
be held at the-.centre for 
crimes including theft and 
drug dealing; Tbe young of¬ 
fenders sent to the camp wfll 
sleep in a separate building 
and only mix with servicemen 
during education classes and 
in workshops. The civilians 
will not wear military uni¬ 
forms and there will be no 
rank structure. 

Hany Fletcher, assistant 
general secretary of the Nat* 
tonal Association of Proba¬ 
tion Officers, said: "ft is a 


Gates riches % 

„ >-‘dU 

Continued from page 2 -? 

today, and at 41. Mr Gates is--: ' 
well placed to better that-.. ;: 
Statistical comparison is not 
easy, but even such a legend¬ 
ary moneybags as Jakob, ^ 
Fugger, the 16 th century Gerr^k 
man banker to the Holy’-'* 
Roman Emperor Charles V— 

“who was known as Jakob the 
Rich for his pile.— probably 
shrinks alongside the fortunes 
of late 20th century America. 

Ldand Montgomery, in¬ 
vesting editor of Worth, the 1 /. 
Manhattan magazine which. 
monitors America’s burgeon-: .f: 
ing billionaires, raid yester-:J-r 
day. “Bfll Gates's ability to ^.- r 
accumulate wealth is unpreoe; ' 

dented in the history of mare 
kind, and the great flung . 

that he is being cheered on hyi-s/s 
ordinary Americans.. ’ . v -i£ - \ 

"Before. the' Nineties.there;,., > K .^ 
was a backlash in . America; i i- ; * 
against excessive corporate rp-..j:« 
wards, but now people reft V uk 
snond with sitftusiasm to the 
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over 
sticker’ 


By A Staff Reported 

A BRITISH woman living in 
Germany was savagely mur¬ 
dered by neo-fascists angered 
by a “Nazis Out** sticker cm 
ber rucksack. Patricia Wright 
23, Was handcuffed, raped, 
beaten and choked before 
dying of multiple stab 
wounds, a court in Essen was 
told. _ 

Miss Wright had met 
Thomas Lemke, by chance at a 
railway station and given him 

« her address. Six months later 
Mr Lemke, 27, arrived at her 
flat in Ber^scbCrtadbadi, 
near Cologne, with a pump- 
action shotgun hidden, be¬ 
neath his coat, the prosecution 



Thomas Lenike hiding his face as he arrives at court 


Miss Wright gave 
him a glass of milk he pushed 
the gun in her face, hand¬ 
cuffed hear arid raped her on 
her bed. Then, helped by an 
accomplice, he strangled hear 
with' a bootlace, and battered 
her with a heavy lump of 
pottery before stabbing her 91 
times in tbe bade with a Aide 
knife. 

Mr Lemke told police that 
the 'Sticker marked Miss 
Wright as an “inferior biting” 
whose life was worthless. 
Misi Wright'S father Michael 
Wright; 50, who had travelled 
from his home in Dulwich in 
southeast London, for the 


case, buried his bead in his 
hands as he.heard how his 
daughter (tied. 

“I’ve read the files but I had 
to be here to -see'the brute who 
kafled her,” "he -said. “Just 
reading the. evidence is 
eoougi'to send a-dufl dpwn 
my spine. 

T know patsy's flat and I 
can see the scene in my mind. 
Lemke was screaming at her 
*Yoa Bosnian whore’—proba¬ 
bly she had a sticker or badge 
somewhere to protest about 
the treatment of refugees. 

“Just like my little Patsy — 
she had dozens of these 
badges. She was so young and 
innocent, foil of ideals. Tbe 


whole time she didn’t say a 
word. She suffered from asth¬ 
ma—as athild I used to carry 
her in my arms into the 
garden when she had an 
attack. 

“Perhaps the shock caused 
another attack. My little girl 
must have been too terrifiedto 
even open her mouth. It’s all 
so horrible. 

“The funeral cost me more 
than £4.000 and my ex-wife 
and I wrote to the Ger mans 
asking for. financial assis¬ 
tance. They sent bade a ccdd, 
official letter saying we might 
qualify for about £220. 

“We were sickened. We 
agreed they could keep it. We 


had no other Letters from 
anybody in the Government to 
say how sony they were or 
any expression of sympathy.” 

The court heard that Mr 
lemke killed a 2byear-old 
fellow neo-Nazi fearing that he 
was a police informer, and 
was also responsible for die 
murder of a young German 
woman. There were gasps in 
the public galle ry as the 
prosecution described how 
Dagmar Kohlmann, 25, came 
to die in July 1995 after being 
bundled into a car boot and 
driven to a wood: 

Then Mr Lemke led her to a 
spot where he dug a shallow 

r e. First he tried to strangle 
victim. He is alleged to 
have then smashed her skull 
with die spade before burying 
her. 

When police raided his flat 
they uncovered an arsenal and 
found photographs of Mr 
Lemke on “mflifaiy exercises" 
with other neo-fascists- Hans- 
Christian Gutjahr, prosecut¬ 
ing, said: “In jail Lemke has 
shown no remorse. He says 
his victims were ‘human 
dregs’.”' 

A second neo-Nazi, Marcel 
Muethring, is charged with 
complicity in Miss Wright’s 
murder. He is alleged to nave 
helped strangle her with the 
bootlace. The trial resumes 
next week. 



A COUPLE celebrated a new 
station in fife yesterday as 
they became the first to marry 
in the fast-class Enrostar 
waiting room at Ashford, 
Kent (Jonathan Prynn writes). 
Barry Cooke and Yvonne 
McMed swore their vows 
with the station’s manager as 
a witness, then posed for this 
wedding photograph before 
boarding a train — with 
tickets bought using vouchers 
in The Times — for a honey¬ 
moon in Paris. 

The waiting room was 


Marriage lines begin 
for Euro tunnel of love 


granted a wedding licence tost 
year. The Valentine bride, a 
44-year-old manager of an old 
people’s home, said: “Barry 
wanted to get married in the 
tunnel on board the train, but 
when I rang J found they did 
die next best thing.” 

She met her future husband 
when she moved into a house 


on his milk round in Watford. 
Mr Cooke, 50. who has two 
adult sons from a previous 
marriage, said: “She stuck a 
note outside her door asking 
for bacon and m3k, and it 
really all started from there.” 

Eurostar staff presented the 
couple with a red, heart- 
shaped wedding cake. There¬ 


sa Smith, the station manag¬ 
er. said they had received 
many requests from couples 
wishing to many aboard 
trains, but this bad not been 
possible. The waiting room — 
officially known as the VIP 
lounge — was the next best 
thing. 

“1 think it's a very romantic 
setting,” she said. “More wed¬ 
dings are booked in the next 
few months.” A Eurostar 
spokesman said the weekend 
was one of their busiest, with 
all trains fully booked. 
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Grobbelaar saves 
lost him £125,000, 
jurors are told 


ByKathryn Knight 


JURORS hying match-rig¬ 
ging allegation against Bruce 
Grobbelaar yesterday scrutin¬ 
ised his goalkeeping in a 3-3 
draw between Liverpool and 
Manchester United recorded 
on video. 

Mr Grobbelaar, 39. listened 
intently as the commentator 
praised his performance in the 
match at Anfieki in January 
1994- Bat .Winchester- Grown 
Court was told that in a 
secretly-filmed discussion be¬ 
tween Mr Grobbelaar and 
Christopher Vincent, a prose¬ 
cution witness, the goalkeeper- 
referred to the game and said 
he lost £125,000 after mstme- 
tivdy malting two good saves. 

On the video, the commen¬ 
tator .shouted “wonderful save 
by Bruce Grobbelaar" and 
“great save from Bruce” after 
he saved goal-bound shots 
from Ryan. Giggs and Key 
Keane of Manchester United. 

Rodney Kievan, QC, for the 
defence, asked Mr Grobbe¬ 
laar if he had been proud of 
his performance. Mr Grobbe¬ 
laar repliect “Yes, I was.” 

Asked which save he was 
most proud of, he said: “Both 
of them. Giggs turned oneway 
and hit a tremendous shot 
Keane’s was in a very, very 
hard area where goalkeepers 
are prone to let goals in — 
down by their feet-” 

The jury also saw a brief 
extract m which an unsmiling 
Bruce Grobbelaar was seen 
being congratulated by team 
mate Neil Ruddock at the end 
of the game. David Calvert 
Smith, for the prosecution, 
asked: “Ts that the face of a 
man who lost a lot of money?” 
Mr ■ Grobbelaar replied: 
Thai’s the face of a person 
who let in three goals against 
our biggest rivals." 

He was asked about the 
videotape of a conversation 
with Mr VincenT in which he 
said he had accidentally dived 
the wrong way. 

He said: “I was intending to 
save them and I went tbe nghr 
way.” “Did you intend to sell 
yoar team short in any of 
those- games?” .Mr Kievan 
rsekeef Mr Grobbelaar sakfc “I 
Ijever sold my team short, 

ever.” ’. ’ ■ . 

He told the court he led 
deliberately strung Mr Vin¬ 


cent along, in order to report 
him to the authorities. T 
. wanted to know who Vincent 
was working with, f went 
‘ along with his little charade. I 
put a little bit of my stories in 
there to make it feasible for 
him to look at. The ul timate 
plan was for him to give me 
tiie names and payment and 
for me to go to the authorities.” 
2 he said 

Hie prosecution has alleged 
that former -striker John 
•» Fashanu and goalkeepers Mr 
Grofabefeter and Hans Segers 
ri were.paidEastern 
syndicate infix results. Heng 
Suan Him:'a Malaysian busi¬ 
nessman, acted as the link 
with the players, it is churned. 

Mr lina, 31, Mr Fashanu, 
34. and Mr Segers, 35, deny 
conspiracy to give and accept 
corrupt payments to improp¬ 
erly influence or attempt to 
influence the results of football 
matches from February 1,1991 
to November 9,1994. 

Mr lim, Mr Fashanu and 
Mr Grobbelaar, 39, also deny- 
conspiracy to give and accept 
corrupt payments to improp¬ 
erly infhience or. attempt to 
influence the results of football 
matches between November 1, 
1992 to November 9,1994. Mr 
Grobbelaar also denies cor¬ 
ruptly accepting from Mr 
Vincent £2,000 as an induce¬ 
ment or reward for improper- 
fy influencing or attempting to 
influence die result of a foot¬ 
ball match or matches on 
November 3,1994. ■ 

The trial continues.. 
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Inquiry 
call over 
Concorde 
BT pair 

By Stephen Farrell 


AN MP is demanding an 
investigation into how two BT 
computer experts from the 
same office beat millions of 
callers to win £10 seats on 
Concorde. 

John Marshall,Tory MP for 
Hendon South, made the call 
as Neville Secular and Dean 
Ferry apparently failed to turn 
up with other winners for the 
Valentine^ Day seats they had 
booked on the flight to New 
York. British Airways 'de¬ 
clined to say if the two men 
and them; partners had been 
sneaked onto Flight 00L had 
taken ‘another Concorde, or 
had cancelled their tickets. 

- Mr Marshall said it was 
“far too much of a coinri- 
deuce” that the pair should 
both be among the first 190 
callers to a British Airways 
0345 hotline which received 30 
mfllfoa . calls an Tuesday 
night He called on BT to 
investigate potential flaws in 
the system and said employees 
should be banned from taking 
part in future competitions. 
“BT should, in order to im¬ 
prove their good name, offer to 
pay for another two couples to 
enjoy what is effectively a free 
holiday,” he added. 

A BT spokesman said: “If 
Mr Marshall is going to make 
a formal complaint we wifl 
obviously consider what he’s 
got to say but until and unless 
he does that we cannot make 
any other comment If tixere is 
anything to be investigated, 
we will do so." 

Mr Seculars father, Ed¬ 
ward, said yesterday he had 
no idea where his son went 
after leaving his boose in 
Orpington, southeast London, 
in the morning for the airport. 
“Ive not heard anything from 
him since and I don’t know 
where he is,” he said. “He’S 
been told to keep a low 
profile." 

His 25year-old son insists 
he and Mr Ferry, from Essex, 
dialled tile 0345 hotline num¬ 
ber in the normal way from 
the office they share in the 
Data Build division in Hot- 
bom, central London¬ 
er maintains tile telephone 
offer was a “lottery” and that 
there was no way of cutting 
the odds. 



from field of play until 2001 

By Gillian Bowthtch, Scotland correspondent 


A FATHER and his two sons 
have been banned from play¬ 
ing shinty fertile rest of this 
cen tury after a bravd involv- 
■ ing 18 players that brought a 
cop match to an early end. 

• A special meeiin| of die 
— —_ 


crplinaiy committee decreed 
its roost severe pTO^tanent 
a ever fra Robert Duffy, and 

his sons Alan and David, who 

play for Oban Celtic. 

M were banned from 
Hn shinty pads* unta 2001 

aftg they were judged t o have 
started a fight during a game 
against Inveraray, a team 
from Argyllshire, on Febru¬ 
ary L 

th« incident began when 


Alan became embroiled with 
another player- His father 
stepped in to help, joined by 
his brother. At the height of 
the brawL 18 of the 24 players 
had downed their canons 
(shinty sticks) and waded in. 

The referee abandoned the 
match and reported the play¬ 
ers. Eadi dub was fined £250, 
which trill be waived if their 
players keep out of trouble for 
a year. Both have been 
banned from further partici¬ 
pation in this year’s Aberdein 
Considine Cup. 

Shinty — comanochd in 
GaeSc — is probably the 
oldest organised team game 
in Western Europe stiff 
played to the original roles. In 


563 Columba left Ireland for 
Scotland in the wake of a 
quarrel said to have broken 
out timin g a game erf shinty, 
and it may have been intro¬ 
duced to Scotland by his 
followers. 

A spokesman for the 
Camanachd Association sank 
"The disciplinary committee 
has never dished out a stiffer 
sentence in its history and, 
believe me, there have been 
some heated incidents on the 
field of play.” 

No one from the Duffy 
family was available to com¬ 
ment. Alan McKie. secretary 
of Oban Cdtic, said the three 
players were not renowned 
for tough pfay- 


‘Disreputable’ vintner exploited clients 


By Joanna Bale 

A COMPANY exploiting fears of a pre- 
miUennial champagne drought cheat¬ 
ed customers out of thousands of 
pounds by idling low-grade cham¬ 
pagne ax inflated prices, tbe High 
Court was told yesterday. 

’ The Department of Trade and 
Industry is so concerned that custom¬ 
ers are being “seriously mislead "that it 
asked Mr Justice Camwalh to take 


emergency steps to wind up the 
London-based firm, Forrester Lam ego 
Ltd, which advertises in national 
newspapers. Philip Heslop, represent¬ 
ing the department, told the court how 
the company offered a “large profit 
potential” for investors in champagne 
and port Products of “questionable 
qualify” were being sold at vastly 
inflated prices to customers who 
believed the “thoroughly disreputable” 
company’s claims. He said that Cartier 


Champagne, for example, was being 
sold at a 272 per cent mark-up. 

Mr Heslop said that customers 
would lose money instead of making a 
profit “There is no way one could 
recover the difference, never mind 
regard it as an investment'' he said. 

Customers were also liable to pay 
hidden costs such as VAT and unpaid 
duties. Mr Heslop said the company 
logo boasted "vintners of distinction”, 
whereas it was set up only last August 


under the directorship of Stephen 
CJeeve. It operated from offices in 
central London with eight unskilled 
telesales staff. 

Christopher Pymont representing 
the company, asked the judge not to 
send in the official receiver until after a 
full hearing next Friday. He said an 
advertisement had been placed in 
tomorrows Express on Sunday maga¬ 
zine. bur he said the company would 
change its business procedures. 


You’re onto 
a winner 
with a 

C&G 

mortgage. 


Receive up to 
£7,500 as a cash gift 

No valuation fee 

No mortgage 
indemnity premium 

No strings 


“The best value mortgages 
over the last five years from any 
major high street lender” 

WHAT MORTGAGE-TOP LENDERS’ AWARDS 19% 


7 . 22 % 7.5 


Our award winning performance makes a C&G Cash 
Gift Mortgage a real winner. 

If you’re moving house 
and have a personal deposit 
of 25% or more you’ll 
receive a valuable lump sum equal to 3% of the amount 
you borrow, up to a maximum of £7,500. 

If your deposit is between 5% and 25% or you are 
switching your existing mortgage to C&G, your cash 
gift will be 2% of your loan up to a maximum of £4,000. 

With C&G you don’t pay a valuation fee or 
mortgage indemnity premium and we don’t insist you 
buy our insurances or take out a mortgage-related 
investment plan. 

Visit your nearest C&G or Lloyds Bank branch or 
call us today and judge our award winning mortgages 
for yourself. 


a 


C&G wins top marks for all 
aspects of its mortgage service 5 

FINANCIAL ADVISER - SERVICE AWARDS 1996 


CALL US NOW. RING FREE ON 

0800 272 131 

www.cheltglos.co.uk 
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Cheltenham & Gloucester 

We’re run to make you richer 


Call in at Lloyds Bank for a C&G mortgage. 


TvpioJ cmnie an intcren rale of 7.22% and *n inlcrcn oojy Iran ot ESODOO scored over 25 yean Jnd a purchase price- of S7TVXJD; 300 ouvuUy payment* of £273.73 net of m « 15 V Atimamcrasiondarge CIC0 

— ... • ~ i rovable ET40JQ7-97 jmriurfing Our doang rcdmxxron admintwririoa cfaargf of £40. APR - 7.5H. YVui t*. 

" Any fcuui will requite 

_ __ montages twer me bn 

____ .m^ImiIk, ba*tdoa*loMc?l5Qjl00ifi«aBd Advise* -Scnficc Awaid»1996:Iiiaairygvofa»CT 1 flX in de pendent fraacial advwrt. OvT. rant: fart nf ihe V4 

•pL rrt ww yf nwhttiwl meed C& pt u cce ti n g. eorn im i rman on. feedback, product knowledge. pxtrfosionalism. rrfabiEry md Bebbfljiy. “No Bring* 1 means we don’t sdl mortgage-reined investment plans 
or in»t job buy oar wnnanca. Tbe Cash Gift Mangier ■*» C&Cs Makdani ratable iinnpgr lale.^The O* rift mint be repaid 1 virion five yean, you redeem die oiortg^ or convert it lo another C&G 
QVMtnee Other m oar jnndaid variable Mortgage rue (cuJiitSRg Cssh Gift and auy Ipedal affca zvaBabk at lie nine). If the iooa k pardj rcdertnai, ttt cast b* repaid o« a proportional bask. 

To hefr m namnin our jcrrkf gaaianK '*t «my ireoni or OTomtur irfcpBopg calk. 

StlCJ r mT rr trrr plr BaraenVay OkwrcguGIA3RL 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
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120MHz PENTIUM MULTIMEDIA PCs 

FROM £899 
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THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST EVER COMPUTER 
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NOW ONLY 




PACKARD BELL 

100MHz Pentium Processor. 

8Mb RAM. 850Mb hard disk. 

Quad speed multimedia. 28.8K.bps 
data/fax modem. Remote controlled 
communications card. Radio card. 

Over £1000 worth of software.* 
HURRY LIMITED STOCKS! 

Was £&&&M&£99 9. 

Model: Packard Bell 909D 


NOTHIN G TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 

PACKARD BELL 


120MHz Pentium Processor. 

8Mb EDO (JAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. Six speed multimedia. 
28.8k.bps data/tax modem. Remote controlled communications 
card. Radio card Over £1000 worth of software'. 

HURRY LIMITED STOCKS! Was £IAS9'£J29r£J499 £1149. 

Model: Packard Beil 9002 D 


NOTHING TO PAY TOR 9 MONTHS 


SAVE 

I e400 


PRINTER SALE - SAVE Vo £100 

■canon 


HURRY 

FINAL WEEK 


PC PRICES 
CUT EVEN 
FURTHER 


AgbrAC&OS 

120MHz Pentium Processor. 

8Mb RAM. 810Mb hard disk. 

W Monitor. Eight speed multimedia. 
Stereo Soundcard and speakers. 

Pins FREE £850 worth of software* 

Was £999. 

Model: Acer Acres P 120 Multimedia 


NOTHI NG TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 

PACKARD BELLt/xx/E! PACKARD BELLf ^AVE 

- -V v^.^ a£300 


pz5£££3£450| 

I MM | II 


Hftttm.' BEDUOIOII 

HUHtTIMUTBI STOCKS. QIA 

Was £&& ew5 £949. 

Model: Piduai M 9230 - - ■ 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


FUJITSU 


■QAVE I APRICOT 


wte&wauesg earn. 

Modflk Fijttu GS30Q0 PI30 



16Ub 8AM. 15Gb h*l Bffit 
speed mJSmedn and adHuoht 
2Mb n gnpi«s aaeups dsa/in 
modwn Sem^daicei.. 

HURKY LIMITED STOOGE 
Was £ 0 * 99 " El 599 . 

Nod* *■« w&w pra HAmofa 


. SAVE . 

1E200I 


HE 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


PACKARD BEH AVE f PACKARD BELL SA yE 

£450 bj4t^j £300 


QMIkMtalMiBM 

M ML UQ> tod ifcfc % speed 
nttnsfe 28JttpFdtt/lv nafam. 
tovKannWanmnaniicad- 

OMrClNtMrik d nfam* 



CohnlnijdPiriitK 

720 x 560 DPl«solm*i(bladJ 
3 & 3 x 3 GO OR trial prone. 

Up to 4 pages per mruteixM. 
W 8 EMK 189 . 

Model. Canc*iRJQ*0 


OKI 




CANON 


m lSL i 


SAVE 

=10 Kill 


SAVE 

£400 




25% OFF ■ brother 

INKJET CARTRIDGES 

22331OD 


PACKARD BELL 

120MHz Pentium Processor 

8Mb EDO RAM. 1Gb hard disk. 

Six speed multimedia. 

3D surround sound 

Over £1000 worth of software*. 
HURRY LIMITED STOCKS! 

WSs £4399 £lW£U-4* £ 1099. 

Mode!: Packard Bdl 9001s 


final sale 

REDUCTION 


Waa£» 9 ?£J»?CI 249 . 
Mote TMoKlBel 900 X 3 . 



tynWfaPieiU— Froctror. 

16Mb RAM. L2GbtunJ Ask. 

E^u speed tmAenedii 

iasYiips drcv'fa modem 

Om CIWK Ml •< nlbMr^ 
HURT WORD STOCKS. 

WasjZUVff £ 1599 . 

Matt AMM 90033 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


PORTABLE PCs-SAVE Vo p £500 


& 


TOS 


100MHz Podfam Processor. 

8Mb EDO RAM. 810Mb hard disk. 
113“ Dual Scan Colour Display. 
Was£J39*£ttW £1249. 

Motet TosMm SateSte HOGS 


OUR LOWEST 

ever price 


Laser Protect 

1203 * GOO DPI nsctomUp & 12 
pses per riuJa a 1 * memay wfr. 
enharxKlmemay antral TSsabbte 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


NOTHING TO PAY FOP 9 MONTHS 


bro.W»c 1(M9, 
MotfeL Hi-usoe 


PERIPHERAL S SALE-SAVEVo p £120 _ 

LATEST ULTRA-FAST PENTIUM" PROCESSOR 


TOSHIBA 
rr 


8 Mb EDO RAM. 

8 IOMtrh»d<*st 

I 1 J dual scan cotacr thsplay 

Si* speed mutomwto. 

«&s£l 599 . 

UHtt feh*l» DOQCDS 


SAVE l TOSHIBA 

£50 


{1549 


I6M3EDO RAM. 
MCbhdiddme. 

12.1’ dual scon cotou display. 
2 x Type B PCMCIA dots. 

Was E 2499 . 

MnUtthSODO 


SAVE, 

1E500 1 




CnatrveLabs 12 speed CD ROM Dme. 

1 ? speed enhanced iKtfnve indudes B’-cma 97. 
in •ra-ed feesme/rons® control N« browse*, 
tew KBS tretfer rate. 

USUI d29 


TAPE BACKUP r^il SCANNER 
HALF 


Colorado DW5. 

inemal 350 Mbvts tope 
bodrep device, mdudes bodup 
scftwBJe tor DOS, Windows and 
WndcvJS 95 . 

Was £5SS9 


SCANNER 


Hnatatt tadEira «& 

GrevK2le Full M page scanner. 
Indudes fu5 suite of Dccument 
Sofeva^. OCR. 
na3. md pnnt 
79 


Lmjtedi l * n err,wi Cwo» wo. 

VJi das pe» inch resdutwi tuH 
cobur ca^ sesnne'Yrfr hi* suite 
cf irrage marugswert scfcuBe 

ind'/fa aiwed uocutnerr: 
^jed«.Vias£aWe279. 


sav ^^skS save 


Muttra M^tari W Oyte 
Hud Me*. 

5 S' TSmd 'K Ceice. 
ft.! irc^Jars rdufei 
/.* £392 


DIGITAL CAMERAf s/WE j 

£100 


Kodak DOfl. 

-J. rzrvj camera 
{ipa*T“ images n fuil colour 
ur.i -JcwiriIsed »■/our PC for 
eitnj pr-nang a storing 
Was £ 259 . 


MULTIMEDIA KITi saVE! 

£ 10 


Craatfn Labs Faroffy dgfat. 

eigbz spe*d CD-SOM Cwe. 

iv t-t saundviasrcr ca'l 

S;w 3 speixre 3 nd various 

M'.c?mort tenf/ tte. 

VSb £ 259 . 


MEMORY 
BUY ONE AND 
GET THE SECOND 
FOR HALF PRICE 


S3mra Cards 

FuU targe of cnhgurawrs available. 

Say one Sunn 
and get the second of Mdpw EACH 
the ixr.c speofitabon i ll 

fc,to1p ’“ no.ll7.99 



JSOTHlNG^O^PAT^O^^QNTH^^^^^^JNOTHIN^^AI^^RnMONTHS^^ 

SOFTWARE SALE-SAVE Vo p £290 

MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 


166MHz Pentium'S Processor 
with MMX™ Tedmology. 

16Mb EDO RAM. 1.6Gb hard disk. 
2S6K cache memory. Eight speed 
multimedia. 33.6fCbps data/fax 
modem. 15' monitor. 

Model. *ce flow Pl6& mmu 


The world's most popular office suite 
now indudes the power of the web. 
Indudes Microsoft Word 97, Excel 97, 
Powerpoint 97 and new Outlook 97. 




COMPAQ 


786MHz Pwtinarf Processor 
witf) EUOC 1 * Tedufolorv. 

24Mb RAM. 2.1Gb hard ask. Sixteen speed 
m-Mmedia. iMb 330 PC gfaphias. 

JS.bKfcps daa/te/vtsce rrocem. Easy 
acoess butatns -dree eccuss » appBbafcrs. 

Model- Cama« 4760 Pl 5 *VM)i , .’rra«e 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 12 MONTHS 


« 1UST 

;> arrived 


NOTHIN G TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 

PACKARD BELL 


l<S6MHz Ptnfix&i Processor 
«Ah MHXlMinAw. 

52Mb RAM. 2Gb hardSJc 255K cadre 
memory. Bghr speed muftimeKfia. 
33.6Kbpz modem. 2Mb 30 graphics card 
Media Select Panel -allows easy access 
to app&cataxis. 

Mott. ***«<' Bd 9 QU 3 JE 


Mifa 


*- - -^n 

RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


strap jounefl vt, pie on the revs 
so wetth for ttie fag h the 
definitiw motanpon aroufaajn 
of tw decade. U«!3%E24 99 . 


ElOOO 

WORTH OF 
SOFTWARE' 


QUAKE 


the <X9*i 0 Ae Ooon sacs wdi 
pa SD dsph fcnfch moroas. 
*<nn* gates nf s dtsen 
■«a<ra UattvDSSa 


c19as 


d9<» 


BodarSahmaafia# 

Vim (krateity Uptttt 

itoM Sofcmcit. is w<My . 

Hdsnedsihemosi J T 8 J 
efiedweanDvnKpittaoa 1 £17 
W* £99. ‘ 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 72 MONTHS 


'NOTHING 
TO PAY FOR 
UP TO 
12 MONTHS 



THE BEST CHOICE FOR ALL 
YOUR BUSINESS COMPUTING NEEDS 

EXPERT ADVICE AFTER SALES SUPPORT . v 

• Every store has a specialist Business • Business account facilities available >'J% *~ 

Centre, with all the help you need to (subject to status). 

make tile right choice for your 'jj 

business. * Easy telephone ordering and next day 

• Expert business computing staff, delivery nationwide (for orders 

dedicated specifically to business before 4 pm), ^ 

Support. * 

9 Expert technical back-up including • Open 7 days per week and until 8 pm --g 

upgrades and installations. weekdays. 

IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY 

♦ An unbeatable combination of over 5,000 top name leading edge products. 

• Products available to take away immediately from stock. 





_ Vie pnmBeattd'raiWftesafnecShp«d!il( 
" v " Wl1 y dsv»ai|3uida5cne«>B refund tfieSRewnw- 
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The new 120hp Saxo VTS- 
Full beam comes as standard. 





litre 16-valve engine. 0-60 mph in 7.2 seconds. Max speed 
The feel good factor is back. With a vengeance. 

CITROEN SAXO VTS 
THE CAR WITH INNER STRENGTHS 


For further details cal! OSOO 262 262. 
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Student teachers 
face spelling tests 
before taking class 


By John O’Leary, education editor 


STUDENT teachers will have 
to demonstrate their own 
grasp of grammar, spelling 
and punctuation before they 
teach children to read and 
write, under plans to be an¬ 
nounced by Gillian Shephard, 
the Education and Employ¬ 
ment Secretary. 

The Erst national curricu¬ 
lum for teacher training will 
require colleges and univer¬ 
sity education departments to 
make similar checks on train¬ 
ees’ competence in basic 
arithmetic if they are to teach 
primary mathematics. De¬ 
tailed proposals will be re¬ 
leased next Tuesday. 

An outline of the curricu¬ 
lum, leaked to The Times 
Educational Supptement, 
shows that teachers will be 
required to demonstrate an 
ability to conduct whole-class 
teaching, maintain discipline 
and deliver interesting les¬ 
sons. A tough stance on teach¬ 
er training is one of Mrs 
Shephard's key commitments 
in the pre-election period, and 
she has promised to imple¬ 
ment the "biggest ever shake- 
up" from next September if in 
office. 

When she commissioned 
the Teacher Training Agency 
to draw up a curriculum last 
September. Mrs Shephard 
said: "It has become increas¬ 


ingly obvious to everyone that 
too many newly qualified 
teachers, through no fault of 
their own. lack die teaching 
skills they need." In primary 
training, she promised to fo¬ 
cus on. student teachers’ sub¬ 
ject knowledge and their 
ability to put over the basics. 

The Education and Employ" 
ment Department refused to 
comment on the report in 
advance of publication, but a 
spokeswoman said that pro¬ 
posals would be wide-ranging. 

The agency has developed 
the curriculum after consult¬ 
ing the teaching profession 
and training institutions. Four 
documents will set out pro¬ 
posed requirements for prima¬ 
ry training in English and 
mathematics, rules for the 
new courses, and the stan¬ 
dards to be set for qualifying. 

Tfed Wragg, Professor of 
Education at Exeter Univer¬ 
sity, said: “t am not in favour 
of a curriculum set by govern¬ 
ment. but I don't think it is 
unreasonable at all to say that 
those who are teaching some- 
tiling should be competent at it 
themselves. Students have to 
have GCSE English to get on 
to a course, so they should be 
able to do these things al¬ 
ready.” The curriculum is not 
expected to demand tests of 
grammar or spelling, but Pro¬ 


fessor Wragg said that higher 
education institutions might 
have to introduce tests if they 
were required to vouch for 
trainees'competence. 

Labour has also promised 
teacher : training reforms. A 
party ’ spokesman said: 
“Teaching methods that are 
modern versions of traditional 
methods do make a difference. 
As pan of the training curricu¬ 
lum. teachers must be able not 
only to master them, but be 
encouraged to use them in the 
early years of teaching read¬ 
ing. We are in favour of 
having a probationary year 
for teachers because 46 per 
cent coming out of training 
say they have not got the 
confidence to teach in a 
classroom." 

This week the Office for 
Standards in Education re¬ 
ported on its first round of 
inspections of primary train¬ 
ing. saying that standards 
were “mostly sound” bat add¬ 
ing: “In a significant minority 
of cases, students' practical 
competence in the teaching of 
reading is insecure." 

In mathematics, inspectors 
found that students' know¬ 
ledge was “generally at least 
adequate to teach the lessons 
they plan” but a few courses 
failed to create the necessary 
confidence and competence. 
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An artist's impression of the bridge, which locals have likened to a giant eyelid opening to let shi ps through- Irwould link to an arts complex 

Curved bridge puts new twist in Tyne row 


By Paul Wilkinson 

PLAN'S for a futuristic curved bridge 
across the Tyne which would swivel 
upwards along its axis, allowing drips 
to pass beneath, were unvefled yester¬ 
day. But (he link, a key part of a 
£100 million riverside music and art 
complex to rival the South Bank in 
Londoa is threatening to lead its 
promoters into a dash, with the 
owners of an eight-acre section of the 
projected arts she, who are pressing 


ahead with a planned development of 
300 homes there. 

The land had been earmarked by 
civic and aits leaders on Tyneside fora 
£35 million regional music centre to 
provide a home for the Northern 
Sinfbnia. Martin BelL of Bridon 
Ropes, which bad a works on the site 
until 1993. said the homes plan had 
been under discussion for a longtime. 
"We intend to fight them ah the way to 
a public inquiry.” ‘ • - 

A Gateshead council spokesman 


said it would, use a compulsory 
purchase order if .necessary. 

The arts complex would also take in 
a 1940s concrete grain store on the 
southern bank of the Tyne. It would be' 
turned into a visual arts centre with 
galleries, workshops and recreational 
facilities. The new £73 million pedes¬ 
trian bridge is intended to tie it in with 
the Quayside docklands reclamation 
on the northern bank. 

It is only a short distance down river 
from the famous arch of the Tyne 


Bridge; which its designers say,'it 
mirrors. Locals have likened it to a 
huge eyelid blinking open to allow 
river traffic through. 

The design by the dvil engineers 
Gifford and Partners and Chris Wlil- 
ldnson Architects won an internation¬ 
al contest It should be complete lay 
2000 if it gets funding from the 
Millennium Commission. The hori¬ 
zontally curved walkway is linked 
obliquely by metal suspension rods to 
a 40-metre high vertical arch. 



Universe could be 
a billion years older 

By Nick Nuttaix, technology correspondent 


2 EASY WAYS TO BUY 
A CELLNET PHONE 


BUY A _-BUY A MOBILE 

PACKAGE OR]™* 

INCLUDING ’-rr 

A YEAR'S 11 


AND CONNECTION 



SAVE over £ 100 


NEC G8 

Digital Mobile Phone Package 

• Up to 120 minutes talktime/ 

24 hours standby 

• 90 name and number memories 

stored on SIM Card 

• Last 10 number redial 

• Ctock/alarrn/cafendar function 


AND PAY MONTHLY 
LINE REN TAL 
AND A ONE- OFF 
CONNECTION FEE 


Digital Mobile Phone 

• Up to 230 minutes taBdime/ 

67 hours standby 

• Send and receive short text messages 

• Fhx and data compatible 


8S8 222 ® 


HALF 

PRICE 


(HURRY’- 

[LIMITED -\ 
[STOCKS 




NY OTHER 
PACKAGES 
FROM *40 
0NLY£I*W,91 

Ask In-store for details 


MJtsabisH MT 20 

Digital Moiffle ptww 
• Voice memo taUrr 
•99nam*«Jnunttr 
memory 
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You'll malm 
a far better choice 
at The Link Sale! 

Visit any Link store and you'll - 
dbewer a huge range of mobile phones 
and all the latest communication 
products - It's the biggest choice in the 
High Street 

Our friendly, helphri staff wffl help you 
make the right purchase to suit your 
needs and yaw pocket 

With fanta st ic new offers and bargains 
every day In The Link Sale, why qo 
anywhere else! . 


OVER 80 STORES 
NATIONWIDE 


FREEPHONE 0500 2ZZ 666 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE AND TO' ORDER EXKECT 
Why art vWt oar W«fe Site «fcww»c t T M H r * ra n k 


i iT 


Choose from ttw largest range □( . 

mmr nu« * a«oBpfQ< to ct»tatalK- 
moOtephms. taxes, pagers, 
MapNms-phaacganbea and 
pakntopoontHitars. 


MMRTUL EXPERT AWICE 

Oor apart stair« spccbifinfnd 
in * QKKMafcttfan protects aod vA 
teftappr totoftiywiMfee (fee dialer 
tfuf&rigMforyML 


THE UNK PRICE PROMISE 

it yartiod madly ttwsanwpacftacw 
dmpar Mealy wttln7 days. we me 
ratadtaAmioe. 


MOBILE PHONE COVER 

Comtrahensi* feuranea MbM 
(ArtM) cover for rmytMnq (ran 
weteM* darawe ta tteft and art 
down* ASX l«tm tor detafc. 


FREE CHOKE GUARANTEE 
fora smaf awvffte of EiSWm 
twiwJ*i«Oted«stjwewt» 
wand that sfroda yourOragataKn 
aan^jTO tan nrtnmyocr phew 
canal yew airtmt 


ly.m- 


n yw an not eamMety satWltA 
retom ywfwraus*Tcranfwd 
■tttaftdtnfer moMfepAoBM, 

7 days fcr ad oCfterpataets. 









• Digital Technology gives you greater cafl 

liriCt Clarity and privacy 

• Pepsecond bHOng for lower call costs 

• Use outsde the UK for business or holiday 


The Link 
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THE Universe may be 10 per 
cent bigger and a bitlioa years 
older, than the last set of 
measurements made it. scien¬ 
tists said yesterday. 

A “cosmic ruler”, used since 
the 1920s. and the measuring 
stick for the size of die Uni¬ 
verse, is wrong and needs 
revising, they claimed. The 
scientists estimated that the 
oldest stars were about 11 
billion years old, making the 
Universe 12 billion years old.. 
, The findings, disclosed at a 
meeting in London of the 
Royal Astronomical Society, 
are based on] observations 
from the Hipgfod6s satellite 
launched in I9w t$ 1 he Euro¬ 
pean Space'Agency. ■' 

Professor Michael Feast of 
the University of Cape Town, 
who made the discovery with 
Dr Robin Catdipole of the 
.Royal Greenwich Observa¬ 
tory, said yesterday: “We 
judge the Universe to be a little 
bigger and therefore a little 
crider by about a billion years.” 

The size and age of the 
Universe is based on the 
measurements of regularly 


winking stars called cephelds. 
the nearest of which are some 
1.000 to 2,000 light years 
/ away. By taking the pulse 
. rates of these "standard can¬ 
dles” and measuring their 
brightness, astronomers can 
work, out how far each one is 
away. 

It allows them to make 
fairly accurate stabs at the size 
of the expanding Universe by 
mapping out the distance of 
tiie randies. Hippareos. 
■ named after the Greek astron¬ 
omer who produced the first 
‘star map in 150 BC, was able 
to make more accurate mea- 
-'surements tiian ever before 
from its position outside the 
atmosphere. 

Previous studies by scien¬ 
tists uring observations from 
the Hubble Space Tetescope 
had suggested that the Uni¬ 
verse might be as young as 
nine trillion years old. making 
the oldest stars even older 
than the Universe itself. “1 
hope we have cured a nonsen¬ 
sical contradiction that was a 
headache for cosmolegists,” 
Professor Feast said. 



Supep-Ioirti 
Freedom of 
Europe fares 

Dsi!y sch-.cJulod nightv i-c:~ tendon Luton to Europe with fares 


London 



Lowest non-restrictive fares, 

- you don't have to stay Saturday 
night, unless you want to! 




Cal! Debonair on 

0500146 200 
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Dr Who lands in 
the middle of 


a £22m lawsuit 


By Ioanna Bale 


THE Dr Who television series 
is at thecentre.ofa £22mfliian 
’ dispute. The BBC said yester- 
: day th at it would “vigorously 
.contend” accus ation s that it 
' had reneged on a deal for a 
feature film. 

A consortium erf three Shu¬ 
makers and other backers, 
inducting the pop stars Bryan 
; ferry and John IDstey of Dire 
Straits, issued a writ in the 
High Coart yesterday seeking 
immediate compensation for 
' .El million they say they lost 
■ when the deal foiled. They are 
; .also claiming damage of 
£21 million tea potential prof- 
. its from the three film versions 
of Dr Who they had planned 
to make. 

The consortium, known as. 
the Daltmreys, says it negofi- 
ated exclusive film rights to 
the Dr Who film after the 
television series was axed. 
Leonard Nimcy, the American 
actor and director who played 
Mr Spodc in Star Trek, was 
recruited as director. Alan 
Rickman was about to be cast 
; as the Doctor in January 1994 
.when the BBC announced it ■ 
.was going ahead with a rival 
American version involving 
AmbtinTV, Steven Spielberg’s 
company. 

The American film, which 
was eventually made by a 
third company and which. 


Husband is 
fined for 
assault on 
councillor 




A HUSBAND who attacked a 
Labour council leader whom 
he believed had seduced his 
wife on “fact-finding” missions 
was fined £750 yesterday. 

Terry Hurlstone, 57, was 
also ordered to pay £350 
compensation to Arthur 
Latham. The prolonged attack 
left Mr Latham, 68, terrified 
and trembling so violently 
that his false teeth were 
shaken from his .'.mouth, 
Snaresbrook Crown Court in 
east London was told. . . .. 

. Hurlstone, whose step- 
daughter Jessie was murdered 
in 1995, became enraged after 
finding what he believed were 
love notes for his wife, Caro¬ 
line, from Mr La t ham, a 
former Labour MP-The court 
was told that he stormed into 
the home of Mr Latham, who 
had just finished breakfast, 
and repeatedly punched him 
on the head and body. 

Sentencing Hurlstone yes¬ 
terday, Judge King said he 
accepted that the former teach¬ 
er's state of mind had been 
affected fay file murder of his 
Stepdaughter, a stablehand m 
Devon who was killed by a 
spurned suitor. But he added: 
“You allowed yourself to lose 
your self-control and your 

■ temper. This was a disgraceful 

on your part and one 
of which you should be thor¬ 
oughly ashamed. Difficulties 
of Siis kind cannot be resolved 
by recourse to violence." 

Hurlstone , who was con¬ 
victed of common assault in 
December, fold the jury he 
had thought that the long 
-hours his wife devoted to 
Havering Borough Council 
was simply a sign of her 
; dedication to local democracy. 

■ Huristone.ofKomford.east 
London, said that he and his 
wife of 22 years had begun 
divorce proceedings. After the 
case he said: “1 regret the 
whole incident but you cannot 
turn the clock bade I intend to 

ebrate tonight at a.Vakn- 
:ls Day singles dinner- The 
ies there have voted me the 
popular male member.” 
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The Doctor bad i 
trouble with the 


Thief freed 
by judge is 
rearrested 


A teenage mugger was 
arrested moments after he 
walked free bora court The 
17-year-old youth grinned as 
the judge said he had decided 
to give him a twoyear proba¬ 
tion order and 80. hours' 
community service far attack¬ 
ing a woman airline executive 
in Belgravia and stealing her 
£5,000 bracelet. But as he left 
Southwark Crown Court, (he 
unnamed youth was arrested 
for allegedly committing a. 
second mugging while he was 
onbauL 


Bus driver jailed 


A bus driver who nunmed a 
double-decker in Brixton, 
smith London, in December 
was two times over the drink- 
drive limb. South western 
magistrates were toW. Sharon 
Palmer, 40. was jailed for two 
months and banned from 
driving for two years. 


Gun tragedy 


A cabinet maker was found 
dead with shotgun wounds in 
his car after years of worrying 
about body odour, an inquest 
in GuQdford heard. An open 
verdict was recorded mi 
David Galfidld, 34, of 
Runbun, Surrey, who was 
convinced he smelled. 


Animal cruelty 


Two !5r)«aoroM bbys Mewup 
a hamster by putting it in a tin 
with four fireworks. Driffield 
Youth Court was told. One of 
(hem then stamped on the 
animal at Driffield School 
East Riding, in November. 
They were fined £100 each 
plus £25 costs. 


Warding off evil 


Hospital beds in the Irish 
Republic remain unnecessari¬ 
ly occupied on Saturdays 
because of a superstition 
among patients that leaving 
on the last day of the week is 
bad hick, aays a survey by Dr 
Elizabeth Keane of tire Insti¬ 
tute for Research on Ageing. 


Product Recall Notice 
Hmari Lifestyler Hairdryer (£6.99) 
Model Number: IMV834D 


Reference Code: 376D0520 




Iworth* has learned of a potential wiring fault m its exclusively 

iirfd Hinari Hairdryer which under certain cfccunoiancra 

uses the hairdryer ro short circuit. In the 
sfoction and as a precaurionaxy **|ba.idrTer ha* been 

withdrawn from sale in all \foolworths scores. 

Any customer who has purchased this product ana 
vember 1996 should return it to their nearest store, where a fall 
refand will be given. A receipt is notnecessan^^^^ 


IWOOtWORTHSI 


starred Paul McGann, 
flopped when h was released 
last year. 

The film-makers George 
Dugdale, John Humphreys 
and Peter Utten — say they 
invested everything they 
owned, including savings and 
second mortgages on their 
homes, to raise the £440,000 
for the film rights. They claim 
that the BBC blatantly 
“breached its undertaking” 
with the Daltenreys. 

Mr Humphreys said yester¬ 
day: "We have been ruined by 
the BBC They made every 
effort to ensure that the project 
did not get off the ground. “ 

The consortium signed the 
original deal in 1987 with John 
Keeble, head of BBC Enter¬ 
prises, now BBC Worldwide. 


It began to go wrong when the 
Daltenreys secured an agree¬ 
ment with. Lumiere Pictures, a 
company which wanted to 
invest £20 million in films. 
The filnMnakers went to the 
BBC for final approval, as 
tiuywerecontractually bound 
to do. According to die writ, 
BBC executives “obstructed 
and delayed” progress and 
even encouraged Lumiere to 
exclude the Daltenreys from 
theprqjecL 

A spokeswoman for the 
BBC said yesterday: “We are 
unaware of any legal action 
but we will vigorously contest 
iL They had the rights from us 
but even with an extended 
period of time could not get the 
production off the ground. The 
rights reverted rack to the 
BBC." 

The . Daltenreys’ lawyer, 
Stuart Lockyear, said: "This 
has caused financial hardship. 
Fortunately, NatWest Bank 
has been veiy understanding. 
The BBC will receive the writ 
through the post on Monday.” 
□ The Independent Tele¬ 
vision Commission yesterday 
ordered a dampdown on ad¬ 
vertisements that could cause 
epileptic fits among viewers. 

The commission upheld 
complaints against advertise¬ 
ments for Boots cosmetics and 
Marmite which featured flick¬ 
ering images and vertical 
black and white lines. 
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Russian ‘Jaws’ takes hold of RAF’s Nimroc 


A GIANT Russian-built Antonov-124 
transporter prepares to swallow the 12- 
ton fuselages of three RAF Nimrod 
aircraft at RAF Kinloss on the Moray 
coast yesterday. 

The cargo jet will fly one fuselage at 
a time to Bournemouth, where 21 
Nlmrods, a marine reoonaissance 
aircraft which specialises as a subma¬ 
rine-hunter, are to be refurbished as 
part of a ObflKon modernisation 


programme. The load is believed to be 
the biggest single piece by volume ever 
airlifted. The tails and wings of the 
Nimrods were cut off so the 110ft long 
fuselages could be slid into the 
Antonov's hold. 

They will be fitted with new wings, 
new tails, and sophisticated new 
electronics and avionics by FR Avia¬ 
tion, under the programme led by 
British Aerospace to update them. 


The first Nimrod2000s are expected to 
enter squadron service in 2001. 

The contract was won last summer 
against stiff competition from Lock¬ 
heed Martin, the American company, 
which offered new P-3 Orion maritime 
patrol aircraft 

But although the Nimrod entered 
service in 1969, the airframe is stiD 
immensely strong and the RAF accept¬ 
ed the refurbishment plan. British 


Aerospace decided to start w« 
three spare Nlmrods that hat 
held in storage without engrrv 
avionics so mat it would not 
RAF operations. 

The company said it was dies 
lease the Antonov and fly the fin 
to Bournemouth rather than a 
to rebuild the Nimrods to me 
journey under their own pm 
conversion work could begin. 
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Friends of the Earth threatens to bring private prosecutions on first anniversary of tankeragident 


Protesters demand action 


on Sea Empress pollution 


By Nick NtrrrALt 

ENVIRONMENT 

CORRESPONDENT 

ENVIRONMENT campaign¬ 
ers marked the first anniver¬ 
sary of the wreck of the Sea 
Empress oil tanker by threat¬ 
ening private prosecutions 
against the Department of 
Transport, the Milford Haven 
Port Authority and other org¬ 
anisations involved in the 
spillage. 

Friends of the Earth said 
yesterday that unless the Gov¬ 
ernment’s Environment Agen¬ 
cy brought criminal proceed¬ 
ings against those responsible 
within a month, it would 
proceed with legal action. The 
grounding of the tanker led to 
72,000 tonnes of crude oil 
lealdng into the sea. killing 
thousands of birds and con¬ 
taminating large areas of the 
Pembrokeshire coast. 

Tony Juniper, campaigns 
director at Friends of the 
Earth, said that if the agency 
failed to act then die group 
would. He said the Depart¬ 
ment of Transport was in its 





The tanker adrift off Pembrokeshire a year ago 


sights as well as the port 
authority, but he added that 
the group was gathering new 
information on the spill all the 
time and would not rule out 
action against those behind 
the salvage operation, and 
other groups. 

A spokesman for Leigh Day 
and Co, Friends of the Earth's 
solicitors, said they would 
seek a prosecution under the 
Water Resources Act. “It is 
dear that the grounding of the 
Sea Empress and the oil 
pollution that followed were 
avoidable." Mr Juniper said. 
“But whether those with crimi¬ 
nal responsibility for this 


disaster will face legal pro¬ 
ceedings is another matter. If 
justice is to be done, we must 
have a proper enforcement of 
environmental law. 

“The public has waited pa¬ 
tiently for a whole year but 
still the Environment Agency 
won't say who is to blame. We 
are putting them on notice that 
if they won’t prosecute, then 
Friends of the Earth will." 

The penalty for a conviction 
under the Water Resources 
Act is a maximum of three 
months in jail and a fine of 
E20.00Q if the case is heard by 
magistrates. In the Crown 
Court, the jail sentence is up to 


two years, with an unlimited 
fine. 

In 1990 Shell was fined 
El million after it was found 
guilty of polluting the Mersey 
Basin after an oil spill. The 
case was brought by the 
National Rivers Authority, 
which is now part of the 
Environment Agency. 

The investigation into the 
Sea Empress grounding is 
being carried out by the agen¬ 
cy with the Department of 
Transport's Marine Accident 
Investigation Brandi. Its re¬ 
port has still to be published, 
but preliminary results have 
disdosed several errors. 

The Marine Conservation 
Society yesterday attacked the 
Government's response to the 
accident as “inadequate" and 
complained that it tad refused 
to station tugs permanently at 
strategic locations around 
Britain. The society also said 
that a full public inquiry into 
the oil spill was needed. 

Members of Friends of the 
Earth deposited polluted 
sludge from the Pembroke¬ 
shire coastline on the pave- 



- ^ t ! 

r J 






Campaigners dump buckets of sludge contaminated by the oil spin outside the Department of Transport 



ment outside the Department 
of Transport’s offices in 
London yesterday to protest at 
the slowness in bringing those 
responsible to court The 
sludge was put on a tarpaulin 
and later removed. 

David Walker, the Environ¬ 
ment Agency's southwest 
Wales area manager, said: 
“We will not be rushed into a 


premature decision." He said 
any decision on a prosecution 
would be based on sound 
evidence and not politics “as 
had been suggested by some". 

The agency said the investi¬ 
gation had taken so long 
because it was complex and a 
lartge number of witnesses in 
Britain and from overseas tad 
to be traced and interviewed. 
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Wildlife still feels 
impact of the spill 

By Our Environment Correspondent 


WILDLIFE is still feeling the 
impact a year after the Sea 
Empress ran aground, but 
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colonies near the spflL" 
Shag, cormorant and razor¬ 
bill numbers are .also lower 
than in the winter of 1995. 

. One of the biggest impacts 
has been on the prized scoter 
duck population. Normally 
some 40,000 waterfowl winter 
in the area, including up to a 
third of the UK population of 
scoters, mainly in Carmar¬ 
then Bay. “Counts tins winter 
show there are half the num¬ 
bers of scoters there were last 
winter." Dr South said. 

Some 7.000 birds, repre¬ 
senting 28 species, were 
found oiled and dead in the 
days and weeks after the 
disaster. Scientists believe 
that many more died without 
coming ashore 

While the beaches around 
the Haven, are now apparent¬ 
ly dean and free from pollu¬ 
tion, some of the oil and the 
dean-up chemicals remain in 
the mud and on the bottom of 
the .sea. Bans .on. fishing 
shellfish outride die Burry 
Inlet and the Three Rivers 
Estuary near Milford Haven 
remain in place. The ban also 
covers edible plants such as 
seaweeds and samphire.. 
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False memories 
can be created by 


From Nigel Ha\ 


, SCIENCE EDITOR, IN SEATTLE 


... THE. power of the imagina- 
» tion can distort people’s per¬ 
ception of the past, creating 
' memories of events that never 
’/happened, an American psy- 
\czKdogist has shown. 


tinn inflai 
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TTw fond mg has i mp ortant 
npticatibns tor sexual aVnwg g 
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impact of ih^ 


^tmpbeabons for sexual a Huy * 
* cases that depend on adults 
•- being encouraged to "remem- 
i - her” events that happened in 
\ .thek childhood. The research 
- shows how easy it-is to plant 
. memories by asking people to 
imagine such events. 

Efizabeth Loftus. a psychol¬ 
ogist from the University of 
Washington, reported her ex- 
: penmen ts at the meeting of 
:the American Association far 
the Advancement of Science in 
Seattle yesterday. She cads 
the phenomenon “imagina- 
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ion” and says that its 

ms are enormous. >• 
experiments, volun-' 
je'given a list of 40 
everts and asked to 
the likelihood that 
pse events had hap- 
I them, on a scale 
ppm “defirdtejy did 
m" to “definitely did 
[Two weeks later foe 
were asked to imag-. 
rents they had kknh- 
not occurring had 
happened to them, 
its included falling 
ring a window with 
d, setting into trou- 
ialfing 9U (the US 
f 999). finding a $10 
car park, or being 
ft of die water by a 
After imagining 
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By Our Science Edi 


ALTERNATIVE medicine 
manages to fool a loyal and 
growing clientele despite evi¬ 
dence that it does not work, the 
- association was told. 

“A fertile climate for quack¬ 
ery has been created by a 
number of social and psycho¬ 
logical factors, which are con¬ 
vincing both the purveyors 
and the consumers of alterna¬ 
tive therapies that die treat¬ 
ments are valid," said Dr 
Barry Beyer stein of Simon 
Fraser University in British 
Columbia* 

Their claims strongly ap- 
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L University de- 
oost alternative ther- 
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nidi as The Lancet 
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ramination. he said. 
ms "no credible evi- 
r most of the claims 
made. 


several such situations and 
being taken through them by a 
series of questions, the sub¬ 
jects were again given the list 
of 40 possible childhood 
events to complete. Professor 
Loftus and her colleagues 
found that a one-minute act of 
imagination made some sub¬ 
jects more likely to believe that 
such an event had really 
occurred. 

In the case of the broken 
window, far example, almost a 
quarter of the subjects who 
imagined the event were more 
likely to believe teat it had 
actually occurred. 

There are several possible 
explanations. Professor Loftus 
"says. One is that an act of 
imagination might remind 
some people of a real experi¬ 
ence. But a more likely expla¬ 
nation, die believes, is that 
imagining the event simply 
made it more familiar when 
the second assessment was 
made, and that familiarity 
was mistakenly related to 
ch ildho od memories. 

Professor Loftus designed 
the 'experiments to mimic 
what goes oh in some psycho¬ 
therapists’ offices. “Sometimes 
these therapists are saying. 
Oh, you don't remember who 
molested you? Just dose your 
eyes and imagine who might 
have done ir. They somehow 
think diat tiiis might be a 
route to getting out those 
buried trauma memories, but 
in fact we hive found that just 
getting people to imagine 
things is enough to lead them 
to believe mat they had experi¬ 
ences they wouldn’t otherwise 
believe they had had.”. 



Byron the greai 
lover ‘just wantei 
to be left in peac< 


By Dalya Alberge, arts correspondent 


BYRON'S image as one of the 
great Don Juans may be in 
tatters. Far from chasing 
women, the 19th-century poet 
spent "an inordinate time 
fleeing mem” and wanted to 
be left in peace, according to a 
new biography by a woman 
academic 

“By nature, he was extreme¬ 
ly indolent and all these 
women required too much 
energy.” says Phyllis 
Grosskurth, professor emeri¬ 
tus of English at the Univer¬ 
sity of Toronto. “He’d fall 
madly in love for two weeks 
and then he couldn’t wait to 
get rid of the woman. 

"It wasn’t that he wanted to 
move on to the next one, but 
that he coiddnt wait to have a 
peaceful life. It was me 
women — not Byron — who 
were doing me chasing." 

Byron scholars and admir¬ 
ers may contest the sugges¬ 
tion but, she explained, they 
have always read into him 
"what they have wanted to 
read—they wanted to see the 
romantic figure”. 

Rereading his poetry and 
letters, she has reassessed 
Bryon the man. She said: 
“Byron was never possessed 
by passion. It was only for 
brief periods, and he frequent¬ 
ly tired of women. He sought 
peace and quiet He shied 
from any intimacy and long- 
lasting domestic attachment” 

She pointed to his most 
lasting poem, Don Jutui, in 
which Byron (1788-1824) 
wrote: "Man's love is of man’s 


pbers, she feds, have b 
(tendency to “poll down" i 
actors in Byron’s drel 
order to derate the poet. 

She singled out pro 
portrayals of Byron'S 
An nab el I a: “Dedict 

Byronists suggest she 
humourless and took be 
too seriously. What they 
was that what he made 
suffer something drea 
He had explosive rages 
strange habits. He 
strange hours, refused to 
any of her friends, am 
fused to dine with her 2 
couldn't bear to see a wo 
eat” Her family’s paper 
vealed (hat their sen 
feared he might "harm” 1 

"He was relatively dra 
into marriage because o 
incestuous relationship 
his baJ£sister, Augusta. 1 
riage would give him an 
of respectability.’’ 

The importance of By 
affair with Lady Car 
Lamb had also been distc 
said the professor "It b 
tittle more than three me 
and he had tired of her w 
two." 


life a thing apart, Tis wom¬ 
an’s whole existence.” Profes- 



Dancers from ballet schools across Europe audition for the largest English 
production of Swan Lake, to be staged by the English National Ballet at the 
Albert Hall in May. Derek Deane, artistic director, auditioned 65 dancers 


sor Grosskurth’s findings are 
explored in Byron: The 
Flawed Angel, published by 
Hodder and Stoughton on 
February 20. Other biogra- 


Byron: women chas 
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Letter commemorating naval victory may go under the hanune 


By Michael Evans 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 



irt 


A LETTER recounting Admiral Sir 
John Jervis* victory over the Spanish 
fleet at the Battle of Cape St Vincent 
200 years ago yesterday may be 
offered for sale. 

The letter, written in Mack mk two 
days after the event, has been in the 
possession of Britain’s longest-serv- 
hng QC for about 40 years. Ashe 
Lincobv^, who is still working as a 


barrister, has had the foamed letter 
an one of the walls of his office In 
Inner Temple "for as long as I can 
remember". He is now considering 
parting with the historic document; 
bdievea to be worth about £10,000. 

At the time of the Battle of Cape $t 
Vincent, the French and Spanish had 
built up a superior naval force. 
Admiral Jervis, in command on 
board HMS Victory , positioned his 
fleet of 15 warships off Cape St 
Vincent to prevent the FVanco-Span- 


ish fleet moving north and threaten¬ 
ing England. Ins bold action helped 
the British squadron to win a decisive 
victory over the much larger Spanish 
fleet and made him a national hero. 
He was later created Earl St Vincent 
The 200th anniversary of die battle 
was celebrated yesterday in Ports¬ 
mouth, where foe Victory is now 
berthed. Lord Nelson, who later 
commanded HMS Victory at Trafal¬ 
gar. was a commodore at the time of 
tire Battle of Cape St Vincent, serving 


under Admiral Jervis. Mr Lincoln, 
who also has a cross-section model of 
HMS Victory in his office, acquired 
the Jervis letter as part of a "job lot of 
naval memorabilia". He said he 
i mme diately recognised its historic 
importance. "It was fantastic, I knew 
it was genuine when I saw the 
Signature,” he said. 

The letter reads: “My dear Gener- 
'aL I have just time to teJl you _we have 
had an action with the Spanish Fleet 
whkh consisted of 27 Sail of the Line 


and ten Frigates, ours of 15 Sail i 
line and six Frigates — and th 
have captured 2 first Rates, o 
eighty guns, and one of sever 
many others are soundly beaie 
Santissima. Trinidade in parti* 
Gibson will tell you the rest” 
Mr Lincoln said he believer 
the redpimt of the lrtter was Gt 
Sir John Mdore who subseqi 
made his name over the retn 
Corunna in 1609. Gibson, he 
was an aide to Admiral Jervis. 
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The Right Rev Nigel McCulloch urges respect for animals 


Suffer our four-legged friends 


THE TIMES SA 




l WAS staggered IS months 
ago when my doctor told me I 
had to see a heart specialist A 
routine medical examination 
had produced a disturbing 
ECG partem. This news was 
received by my wife and 
children with obvious con¬ 
cent They put me under great 
pressure to exercise more and 
insisted that the best cure for 
my condition was a dog. 

For a few days I resisted, 
then agreed to go with them to 
look at some Yorkshire-born 
cross-breed puppies. I suc¬ 
cumbed in an instant to the 
chocolate-coloured one with 
appealing eyes. 

A few weeks later J went to 
see the cardiologist and had a 
treadmill test He look one 
look at the results, seemed 
confused, and then said: 
“There's nothing the matter 
with your heart. The ECG 
must have been wrong." In my 
mind's eye. I could see my 
dog's smiling face. 

So I am landed with a dog. 
not to mention paying for dog 
food and vet's bills. Except 
that I have to admit l have 
grown rather fond of Grade, 
known affectionately as “bish¬ 
op's mutt". 

There is a strong Christian 



tradition of affection and re¬ 
spect for animals going back 
to the early saints. It has found 
its most memorable expres¬ 
sion in Saint Francis. St John 
Chrysostom, one of the great 
scholar bishops of the 4th 
century, wrote: “Surely we 
ought to show kindness and 
gentleness to animals for 
many reasons, and chiefly 
because they are of the same 
origin as ourselves." 

The Bible contains a rich 
variety of animals, although 
its specific guidance on how to 
treat them is less clear. Sadly, 
its verses have been used at 
times to justify cruel behav¬ 
iour. In the book of Genesis, 
God directs man and woman 
to haw dominion over ani¬ 
mals. But. as several Old 
Testament scholars have 
pointed out, having dominion 
does not mean exploiting. It 
means having responsibility 
for the well-being of God’s 
creation. 

Various churches have 
strengthened their efforts to 
exercise that responsibility 
and counter cruelty to ani¬ 


mals. It was an Anglican 
clergyman who, in the last 
century, founded the RSPCA. 
More recently, the General 
Synod — and the Lambeth 
Conference — have reminded 
us that h is part of our 
Christian calling to prevent 
neglect, cruelty, degradation 
and commercial exploitation. 

Unfortunately there is no 



St Francis: memorable 
expression of tradition 


shortageof such abuse. Recent 
publicity, for example, about 
experimentation, culling, 
poaching, transportation and 
husbandry reflects a height¬ 
ened public awareness and 
growing concern about the 
way we treat animals. 

There are, however, some 
complex ethical issues to be 
faced, such as the nature of 
animals’ rights. The Church 
still has work to do on this, 
and on providing appropriate 
moral guidelines for Guistian 
behaviour towards animals. 

These matters have been 
brought into sharper focus for 
me now that I have a dog 
whose welfare is ray daily 
concern. This has led me to 
reflect on man’s attitude to 
animals in a way that l must 
confess, I had not done before. 
I have also pondered on how 
animals treat one another. 

One of my favourite pas¬ 
sages in the Bible is the vision 
in the eleventh chapter of 
Isaiah. It looks to the day 
when animals will no longer 
injure each other. The wolf 
and lamb, the leopard and the 
kid, the calf and the young lion 
will live together—and a little 
child shall lead them. Fbr the 
moment, that remains no 


mare than a vision of God's 
world at peace, although 
brave attempts are made, at 
the increasing number of ani¬ 
mal services in churches, to 
have domestic pets anticipat¬ 
ing that heavenly fellowship. 

Certainly, animals can pro¬ 
vide earthly companionship. 
For me, getting to know 
Grade has been a rich experi¬ 
ence of deepening mutual 
trust. And as a result of my 
heart scare, my own view of 
animals has been trans¬ 
formed. 

There is a growing Chris¬ 
tian consensus that more 
needs to be done to prevent 
unnecessary injury to animals 
and encourage their protec¬ 
tion. Our treatment of than 
remains horrifyingly uneven. 

St John the Divine in his 
vision described in the book of 
Revelation, heard these words 
of praise: “To him who sits 
upon the throne and to the 
lamb be blessing and glory 
and might for ever and ever." 
The point is that as St John 
emphasised, these words of 
praise were from every 
creature. 

G Nigel McCulloch is Bishop 
of Wakefield 







Bishop McCulloch’s dog has led him to 


on man's attitude to the beasts 
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STEPHEN LAWRENCE 



is low-risk strategy 


Five men 
unlikely 
to take 


action on 


paper’s 


charges 



Slept 


- Stephen Lawrence and the five men accused by the Daily Mail of his murder: from left, Luke Knight Gary Dobson, David Norris, Neil Acourt and Jamie Acourt 


^ THE Daily Mail toe* a r»iniiatt*r 
' rak yesterday with its front-page 
stoiy accusing five young men of me 
wwnder of Stephen Lawrence 
{Frances Gibb. legal correspondent 
reports). Its “sue us if we are wrong” 
challenge illustrated the paper's 
■confidence that the legal cards are 
stacked in its favour. 

Lawyers agreed yesterday. They 
said the likelihood of the men being 
able to mount an action for libel was 
remote, and the chances of such an 
action being successful even more 
remote. 

The Mail’s stoiy increased the 
of the murder accusation 


prospect 
being he 


^ i lurch turns to 
drink tn finance 

M>Ulh HTYi© 


. ig heard in a civil court The 
Lawrence famQy has already said it 
will pursue those they believe 


murdered Stephen, IS, in the civil- 
courts,, .as was done -in die 
O J. Simpson case. 

The prosecutions of the youths 
collapsed in the criminal courts 
because there was insufficient evi¬ 
dence. There, jurors must be con¬ 
vinced "beyond reasonable doubt". 
In the civil courts the test is a. lesser 
one; “on a balance of probabilities". 

In both a libel action and a civil 
action for murder, it is possible that 
a dvfl court oould decide where guilt 
lies, even if a criminal court were 
unable to. • 

A libel action by those accused by 
the Mart would be unlikely to get off 
the ground, however. The five 
would have to raise funding because 
legal aid would not be available. 


Lawyers are not allowed under 
current rules to undertake the case 
oa a “no win, no fee” basis, although 
they could offer to do it for nothing. 

The men could instead sue for 
malicious falsehood, which does 
qualify for legal aid. But then they 
would have to prove that the article 
was published maliciously by the 
Mart, knowing it to be untrue. 

Once the court is satisfied that the 
publication refers to them and is 
damaging, the burden of proof rests 
on the Mail Under the defamation 
laws, a newspaper is effectively 
guilty until it proves its innocence. 

The Mart would have to show: 
that tbe publication was true, and — 
or—that it was fair comment If the 
case got this far, it might be difficult 


for the Mart to prove that each of tbe 
youths committed murder “on a 
balance of prnbabalmes” But the 
paper could draw in all the evidence 
used in committal proceedings and 
various other court hearings and 
even evidence excluded for legal 
reasons. 


Its lawyers might also plead that 
the paper was covered by a degree of 
“qualified privilege" because the 
article fallowed and drew on the 
verdict of the coroner's jury that 
Stephen Lawrence was “unlawfully 
killed”. Each of the five had attend¬ 
ed the inquest and had invoked his 
right to suence. 

The question of evidence at any 
libel trial would raise a second 
problem for the men. Oliver Smith, 


a defamation partner with Daven¬ 
port Lyons, said yesterday: “It is 
higjhly unlikely they would sue 
because they would have to give 
evidence on their behalf if they were 
to have any chance of a jury 
believing them.” Mr Smith said that 
they could submit affidavits and 
trial transcripts. The Mail would 
call its own witnesses to contest 
there, and if the five refused to be 
cross-examined, jurors would be 
unlikely to find in their favour. 

There is a statutory right to a jury 
in libel and a presumption that trial 
will be by jury unless the case 
involves a mass of complex docu¬ 
ments or scientific investigations. 

A majority verdict would be 
sufficient Even with a favourable 


verdict, a jury could still award 
minimal damages, as low as lp. 

. If the family pursues a czvii 
action, they would be on stronger 
ground. Legal aid is available. The 
action would be heard by a judge 
without a jury. Again, the youths 
could not be compelled to give 
evidence: they would almost certain¬ 
ly claim the common law funda¬ 
mental right not to incriminate 
themselves, as they did at the 
inquest. But, as with any libel 
action, a failure to give evidence 
would prejudice their position. 

If the Lawrence family did get a 
finding that the youths were liable, 
they would be unlikely to be able to 
obtain damages because the defen¬ 
dants have no funds. 


□ April 22, 1993: 
Lawrence dies: 

□ April 29: Inquest forma 
opened and adjourned. 

□ May 13: Nefl Aar 
charged with murder. 

□ June 23: Luke Knij 
charged with murder. 

□ July 29: Court told insu 
dent evidence to bring a ca 

□ August 16: Metropofiti 
Police set up review of mqui 

□ December 21: Inquest 
sumed. Police invited to a 
tinue investigating. 

□ April 24, 1994: 1 

Acquits, Knight and Nor 
charged with murder in j 
vate prosecution. 

□ August 29,1995: Gary Di 
son charged. 

□ September 7: Jamie Aco 
discharged — insufficient t 
denee he was at the scene. 


□ September & Case agai 
avid Nor ' 


David Norris dropped — 
sufficient evidence. 

□ September II: Neil Aco 
and Luke Knight cranmitet 
court to face tnal. 

□ April 18,1996: Trial of h 
Acourt. Luke Knight a 
Gary Dobson begins. 

□ April 2& Identification i 
dence ruled inadmissible, 
three acquitted 

□ February 13. 1997: Inqu 
verdict of unlawful killing. 



Graffiti on ffie side of a shop on the Brook estate 



Mixed reaction 


in community 
split by racism 


By Daniel McGhokv, Richard Duce 
and Kathryn Knight 


MANY on the Brook Estate In 
E ffliam, southeast London, 
Harm they know who killed 
Stephen Lawrence but four 
years on drey still refuse , to 
point fingCTS. 

A newsagent shop on the 
edge oL the sprawl of semi¬ 
detached homes built before 
the war has racist graffiti 
daubed on the front wall but 
the owner, who has been there 
r for right years, said* “IPs still 
only a minority." 

..“What is sad is that ifs 
young children, nine and ten 
year olds, who shout ‘flakf at 
. fas and swear when we refuse 
i- to sell them cigarettes. Some 

■ tegard these five as heroes 

■ 'and that should worry us. You 
do not see many black frees 

‘ living here. 

V Those who are 
put here soon 
•leave." he said 
-“1 leave the 
'.graffiti. If you 
Irtish out and 
'/dear it off the 
'same boys wiD 
;onIy do it 
.' again if they 
•■think it hurts 
you." His reg¬ 
ular patrons 
agreed that po¬ 
licing on the 
estate was no 
more evident ' , 
or effective 
than before Stephen 
fence’s murder. 

Alan Evans, 2L who de- 


6 We’ve 
been 

compliant 
too long, 
silence 
breeds 
racism? 


dows smashed” A hundred 
yards from her shop Rohif 
DugghaL 15. was stabbed to 
death by a white youth a year 
before the Lawrence murder. 

“Poliorauri counsellors and 
variousradSon groups swore 
to eradicate racism but what 
chancer* Mrs Sam said After 
Stephen Lawrence’s death 
police setup a race unit near 
by at Humstead station. They 
are proud of their efforts but 
yesterday a spokesman said: 
“We would'•* normally be 
happy to show people around 
but we do not fed ifs right at a 
time like this.” 

S winder Cheemar, of the 
Greenwich Action Committee 
against racial attacks, said: 
“Few black families stay on 
__ Ae,Brook es¬ 
tate for very 
long. Only a 
handful re- 
.main. The oth¬ 
ers have been 
driven out by 
racial taunts, 
stones through 
their windows 
audattacks on 
them ami their 
property." Ov¬ 
er- the past 
three years ab¬ 
out 200 racial 
attacks were 
reported to the 
co mmitt ee an- 


Law- 


clared himself a friend of foe 
five named by the Dm'fy Mart, 
held the paper up. and said 
*‘.“lt*s out of order to name 
‘ these boys when the courts 
-said they didn’t do it” Asked 
if he knews who did. Mr 


nualfy. “Tbe reality is that 
Kttham is a no-go area for 
black people." 

The. British National Party 
regards tbe estate as fertile 
ground for its leaflets; the 
graffiti on walls and under¬ 
passes are testimony that it 
finds support. 

A youth worker applauded 

aa-?*--— a/iLa 


■ rui it - 7 — . . 

has run a newsagents a short 
walk from where Stephen 
Lawrence was murdered but 
yesterday her cutomers pre¬ 
ferred not to be remimfed of 
that. “Everyone turned away 
from those feces. They haunt 
us all and we are sick of it 
really because it brands tins 
area as full of raci sts. T ire 
worst we ^ suffered » 
verbal abuse and graffiti but 
we do know some Asian shop 
keepers have bad their win¬ 
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“We have been compliant for 
too long, sflence breeds rac¬ 
ism. It is rooted here, albeit 
small but powerful because it 
grows unchecked," be said. 
But he too preferred to remain 
anonymous, faring retalia¬ 
tion and reprisal 

FOur youths who wandered 
into an ofiHicence on tbe 
estate pointed to the free of 
the five. Tony S medley, 22, 
whp ejected hnnsetf spokes¬ 
man, protested the five’s inno¬ 
cence and said: “We are not 
racists here but we do object 
to immigrants being moved 
into booses in oar area.” 

Nobody in the shop raised a 
voice in protest Most of tbe 

newspapers featuring the five 
men remained unsold. 

One man who knew the 
boys said: “1 think there is a 
genuine feeEag of shared 

community shame. The death 

of Stephen Lawrence has 
never gone away for the 
people of this area because no 
one has been brought to 
justice and that troubles our 
consciences.” 
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PROTECT CHILDREN: DON’T MAKE 
THEM BREATHE YOUR SMOKE 


Chief Medical Officers’ Warning 
1 mg Tar 0.1 mg Nicotine 

















THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Private 

passions 


Building forgotten after murder of James III of Scotland 


Castle skeleton points to 
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^Did she have an 
insatiable sexual desire, 
like Cleopatra, whom 
she played triumphantly 
at Stratford? Did her 
appetite border on 
nymphomania, as some 
said it did? Was she 
genuinely in love with 
all the men she slept 
with? Or could she 
simply not say no? ^ 

Carry O Connor's 
biography of Dame Peggy 
Ashcroft, which rips away 
her disguise as the virginal 
“head girl" of English 
theatre, starts tomorrow 
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FULLY FITTED KITCHENS FROM 



INCLUDING 
DISHWASHER, 
OVEN AND HOB 








11 UNIT ANDOVER KITCHEN, k APPLIANCES AND INSTALLATION 
FOR JUST £2,600. Kitchen indudes oven. hob. hood, dishwasher, sink 
and mixer tap. worktops, etc. All installed and connected to available 
services (plumbing, gas and electricity) and removal of old kitchen units* 
All kitchen units and worktops exduding appliances are covered by a 
comprehensive 10 year guarantee. 

BUY NOW, NO DEPOSIT, PAY NOTHING FOR SIX MONTHS?* Then 
pay in full or take credit. 

FREE Daewoo vacuum cleaner worth £60 on selected fully fitted orders 
over £2.500 including appliances. 

Most new Homebase stores, formerly trading as Texas, now feature 
kitchen showrooms. 


11 UNIT KITCHEN CBt&STS OF: 

BASE UMTS: • SOOram H^H UNE RASE * 1000mm HIGH LINE BASE 

• 500mm DRAWER BASE * 1060mm HIGH LINE CORNER BASE 

* 60Gmm OVEN HOUSING. • 

WALL UNITS: • 300mm STANDARD WALL • 3 x SBOram STANDARD 
WALL • 600mm STANDARD CORNER WALL ♦ 600mm STANDARD 
BRIDGING UNIT. ' 

ACCESSORIES: *2x3m CO-ORDINATING PLINTHS * ?.5m x 40mm 
WORKTOP • 3m x 40mm WORKTOP • UfWC SINK AND MIXER 
TAP ♦ 2 x 3m CORNICE • 2 x 3ro LIGHT PELMET • DISHWASHER- 
FASCIA «na. 

4 APPLIANCES 

• I x ELECTRIC CONVENTIONAL SINGLE OVEN (SYS * 1 X GAS OR 
ELECTRIC HOB <GHM5 OR EH6&5) *1x3 SPEED HOOD (FHD603) 

* 1 x 12 PLACE SETTING INTEGRATED DISHWASHER (DW1T40). 
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SAINSBURY'S HOUSE A GARDEN CENTRES 


MONDAY-THURSDAY 8AM-BPM • FRIDAY 8AM -9PM • SATURDAY 8AM-8PM • SUNDAY 10AM -4PM 1 . 

PLEASE CALL 0645 801 8Q0 DURING OFFICE HOURS FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST SHOWROOM. 

AU sites are app roxi mate and not to scale Merchandise subject to availability. *20* offer applies to Nice. Berwick. Amman and Boston kitchens only (Subject to survey Additional work such aa tiling, additional sockets, plastering 
lighting and old kitchen disposal are not metuded. Stores in Scotland open 9am - 4pm, Opening bines may vary Written quotations on request from Homebase. BerfdingtoA House. WjUmslon. Surrey SM6 OHS. Homebase /•>/ qv apr \ 
are licensed credit brokers. Loans subject to status and approval and are not available lo anyone under 21 years. -Kitchen costing E 2.600 34 monthly repayments of £9948 - total amount repayable £3.595-68. \dM m 7fa VARIABLE/ 
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Droppings 
drove man 
to shoot 
30 pigeons 

Bx A Staff Reporter - 

A COMPANY director shot 
up to 30 pigeons because he 
felt their droppings were 
ruining the appearance of his 
home. Kenneth Anderson 
killed or maimed the binds 
with an air gun outside his 
mews flat in central York. 

Peter Tettow, prosecuting 
for the RSPCA. told York 
Magistrates yesterday ; that 
Andastm was seen by a 
neighbour crouching behind 
tbe open door of his car 
holding foe rifle.. Another 
neighbour later found two 
pigeons with pellet wounds. 
A vet gave foe birds argent 
help but because of their 
injuries they had to be hu¬ 
manely killed. Tests showed 
the pellets had., been fired 
from Anderson's rifle: 
Anderson admitted two 

ing a wiki bird. HCRv^given 
a one-year conditipnaf dis- - 
charge and his gun was 
confiscated. He was ordered 
to pay more than £525 costs. 

Anderson, who represented 
himself, said foe pigeons were 
vermin and foe council had 
refused to do anything about 
foe problem. He decided to 
take foe law into his own 
hands and had managed to 
get rid of a significant number 
of them. . j 


Nanny held 
in US jail 
‘not getting 
right food’ 

• ;• . By Adrian Lee .. 

THE father of foe British 
nanny charged with murder¬ 
ing a baby yesterday criticised 
conditions at the American 
prison where she is being 
held. 

' Gary Woodward said his 
da lighter Louise, 18, was being 
refused vegetarian meals mid 
he was not allowed to bring in 
food from outside. "I can only 
buy her food from vending • 
machines in the prison which _ 
dispense anfy crisps and choc- ;: 
olate. She canT-live on that." 
Mr Woodward a builder, of 
Elton, Cheshire, said. - 
A request by Kathy Tunsley. 
the British Vu»Consul. that 
foe'rules should be relaxed 
was ignored by foe authorities 
at foe Massachusetts Correc- •. 
tibnal Institute at Framing-. 
ham. near Boston. 

M&s Woodward,. who is 
accused of murdering' niiie- 
monfo-old ■ Matthew Eappen. 
has been moved from a soli¬ 
tary unit to a general wing at 
the all-women prison. 

The Vice-Consul said that 
Miss Woodward had access to 
a television, video and library. 
She can also take regular 
exercise, *T have tried to get 
the diet changed but they don’t 
make exceptions. She is get¬ 
ting some vegetables and 
fruit," she said. 
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Be honest, 

DOES THIS SOUND 
LIKE A DIESEL? 


The sluggish acceleration. The dreaded engine rattle. The lack of refinement.Where■«*** * Rover comforts, 



RELAX, 
IT’S A 
ROVER. 
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Pilots’ strike 
will leave 
thousands 
stranded 


By Harvey Elliott, air correspondent 
and David Adams in Miami 


TALKS went on throughout 
the night in an attempt to 
prevent tens, possibly hun¬ 
dreds. of thousands of passen¬ 
gers from being stranded by 
the most serious airline strike 
in aviation history. 

As aircraft operated by the 
world’s biggest airline, Ameri¬ 
can Airlines, headed towards 
airports throughout the world 
pilots were expecting to be 
called out on strike from 5am 
today. If they are, no flights by 
American will leave from 161 
airports at which they are due 
to land until the strike is called 
off. 

President Clinton was said 
to be ready to step in to try to 
resolve the dispute which 
could seriously damage the 
standing of the United States 
and affect both business pas¬ 
sengers and holidaymakers in 
all four continents. 

The strike has been called 
by more than 9,300 pilots who 
are complaining over cost 
cutting measures imposed by 
the airline. 

American is hoping to form 
an alliance with British Air¬ 
ways and was last night trying 
to find spare seats on other 
carriers. But many routes — 
especially across die Atlantic 
— are already fully booked 
and the chances of finding 
additional seats are slim. 

American operates 16 
flights a day to Britain from 
various parts of America —12 
to Heathrow, two to Gatwjdt 
and one each to Manchester 
and Birmingham. Each of the 
jets carries an average of 200 
passengers, so potentially up 
to 3,200 passengers a day 
couid be stranded in Britain 
alone while the strike lasts. 

The American pilots claim 
they are worried about job 
“outsourcing’ and having 
their pay cut or salary' in¬ 
creases !xmited."We have seen 
this company give routes 
away to other carriers and lose 
our pilots their jobs as a 
result," said Captain David 
Johnson of the Allied Riots 
Association. 


The British Airways alli¬ 
ance, he said, would be “a 
great asset to American Air¬ 
lines and one we are looking 
Coward to.-But this manage¬ 
ment has a record of giving 
our jobs away and- mar is 
something we want to stop". 

American Airlines, which 
has a fleet of 617 aircraft, said 
char its pilots’ pay averaged 
$100,000 (£62300) last year 
with a further profit-sharing 
bonus of around $10,000. 

Talks, said a spokesman, 
had begun originally on July 1. 
1994 and after a series of 
problems, a tentative agree- 
merit was reached in Septem¬ 
ber last year. But the pilots 
refused to ratify it and a 
cooling off period which began 
on January 16 expires tonight 

American Airlines last night 
formally rejected a latest com¬ 
promise oner. AI Comeaux, 
an airline spokesman, said the 
offer was not a proposal. “It 
was a bunch of verbiage on 
paper.” he said. 

The effect of the dispute has 
already been felt in Miami, the 
company's international hub. 
The airline has cancelled 
many international flights, 
creating havoc on routes to 
Latin America and the Carib¬ 
bean where American is the 
dominant carrier. 

Extra police officers are on 
stand-by at Miami Interna¬ 
tional Airport in case tempers 
flare among stranded passen¬ 
gers. Airport officials have 
another problem: where to put 
American's stranded planes — 
100 of them in Miami alone — 
in the event of a shutdown. 
American is South Florida's 
■dominant international carri¬ 
er. accounting for almost half 
the Sights that land in the city, 
from destinations all over 
Latin America, die Caribbean 
and Europe. 

“irs going to be devastat¬ 
ing,” said Bob Booth, a Mi¬ 
ami-based regional aviation 
specialist. “If you take 45 per 
cent of the capacity out of the 
market there* just not enough 
remaining to step in.” he said. 
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Demonstrators mass outride the Sydney Opera House to protest against the Circular Quay development 


Sydney condemns blot on historic landmark 


Sydney: As Australia primps for the 
2000 Olympics, critics complain that 
Sydneys showcase opera house is being 
eclipsed by a block of flats that even city 
officials now regret permitting. 

The huge. 237-apartment block is the 
first of three large braidings that will 
form a curtain as tall as the Sydney 
Opera House, the city's famous land¬ 


mark. The complex win block the view 
from Circular Quay, the site of the first 
British landing in 1788. 

At least 2,000 protesters massed yester¬ 
day on the steps of file Opera House to 
denounce the development. 

“The (Opera House) building has 
been severely compromised. It's one of 
the greatest buddings of the 20th 


century,” Judy Davis, the actress, told 
the crowd. Yesterday's Sydney Morning 
Herald said the ten people on the 
committee that approved the plans for 
die building in 1994 now regret the 
decision. However, die state Govern¬ 
ment says it would cost nearly A$7Q0 
million (£350 millio n) to buy the project 
out and demolish it (APJ 
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The blockof flats would cost £350 million to buy out 


Film friend saves 
Clinton’s blushes 


‘White legion’ abandons Zaire 


Up to 55 die at 
late Victoria 


From Giles Whittell in los angeles 


A LOYAL Arkansas friend 
has saved President Clinton 
from humiliation in a forth¬ 
coming film version of Prima¬ 
ry Colors, the bestseller based 
on the 1992 Democratic cam¬ 
paign for tbe White House. 

Billy Bob Thornton, who 
will direct the film, has toned 
down the book’s depiction of a 
thinly disguised Mr Clinton 
as volatile, undisciplined and 
none-too-faithful to his wife, 
and has admitted seeking the 
President’s blessing before ac¬ 
cepting the job. 

“1 know him very well, and 
1 asked if it was OK,” Mr 
Thornton told the daily trade 
paper Variety after winning 
two Oscar nominations for 
his latest film. Sling Blade. 
The director, who still lives in 
Arkansas despite his Holly¬ 
wood aedairo. said he would 
not have gone ahead with the 
project had it meant upsetting 
Mr Clinton. To avoid presi¬ 


dential displeasure, the Clin¬ 
ton character had been made 
“more endearing than it was 
originally written”, he said. 

Primary Colors became the 
talk of Washington on its 
publication last year, partly 
because of its “anonymous'’ 
author, who tamed out to be 
the Newsweek columnist Joe 
Kirin, but also because of Us 
withering insider's portrait of 
a presidential campaign driv¬ 
en by polls, media “spin” and 
the candidate's cold and ma¬ 
nipulative wife. 

Tom Hanks, another dose 
friend of the film-loving Resi¬ 
dent and an active supporter 
of Democratic causes, turned 
down the role of the candidate 
soon after Mr Klein was 
revealed as the book’s author 
last summer. He is thought to 
have been troubled by the 
idea of lampooning Mr Clin¬ 
ton. The lead will now be 
played by John Travolta. 


ZAIRE’S “white legion” of 300 
mercenaries has been routed 
by rebels dosing in on the 
central town of KisanganL 

Zaire's Defence ■ Ministry 
said yesterday that the last of 
die soldiers of fortune hired by 
Kengo wa Dondo, the Prime 
Minister, were expected to 
leave Kisangani this weekend. 
Others had already fled to die 
Central African Republic. . 

“A few have been kept back 
as personal security for Presi¬ 
dent Mobutu, in Gbadolite 
[where be has a palace). But 
most the French, Belgians 
and Britons, have already 
gone,” a government minister 
said yesterday. 

Government figures said 
that the mercenaries had been 
sacked because the^ had 
caused morale to plummet in 
the Zaire Army. Paid about 
£1.500 a month, the mercenar¬ 
ies were hired to pur resolve 
into the military resisting the 
rebel advance. Instead, they 
have been driven out of Watsa 
and Isiro in die north of Zaire. 
Their presence in Kisangani— 


Mercenaries hired to bolster 
the Mobutu government are 
fleeing as the rebels dose in, 
writes Sam Kfley in Kinshasa 


where Zairean troops recently 
received their U-50-a-monfo 
pay in new notes that no one 
trusts — had become an 
embarrassment. 

“The army has ordered that 
they get out of the countryTbe 
generals never wanted them 
in the first place.” a minister 
said. Some of foe mercenaries 
were spotted checking out of. 
luxury holds in Kinshasa 
yesterday.. 

Laurent Kabila, the rebel 
leader, has claimed to have 
killed at least 30 mercenaries 
and said that arty who were 
captured would be shot on the 
spot. 

Government forces have 
abandoned an area about 
L000 miles by 500 miles 
without much of a fight in a 


cMl war which intensified 
force months ago. 

The failing defences of Ki¬ 
sangani were mirrored by the 
collapse of morale in foe 
capital. Kinshasa, yesterday. 
The personality cult built up 
over the past 30 years around 
Mr Mobutu, now battling 
advanced prostate cancer, "has 
all but evaporated. 

“You know, we should nego¬ 
tiate with Kabila [the rebel 
leader). If they talk, then we 
can have ejections and get rid 
of this President He is fin¬ 
ished,” volunteered a senior 
secretary arthe Interior Min¬ 
istry. A few years ago, such-a 
statement would Wave earned 
her a trial for treason! 

Zaire’s aditiinistratfoft, : sec- - 
urity system and' military 


machine has ground to a halt 
while the country awaits the 
outcome of foe war. 

Mr Mobutu’S trump card is 
his special Presidential Divi¬ 
sion. The 20,000-stnaig force, 
the best trained in the country, 
though useless on the battle¬ 
field, has been pulled out of 
the frontline and is now based' 
around Kinshasa. 

•That means he can keep 
foe lid on what happens in the 
capital There are growing 
signs that if he did not have 
the force here the citizens 
would simply declare the Pres¬ 
ident defunct, and open nego¬ 
tiations with foe rebels.” one 
Western ambassador said. 

The new head of foe army. 
General Mare Mahele, a re¬ 
spected martinet, is fast 
emerging as a frontrunner to 
replace Mr Mobutu in a coup.. 
□ Kigali: A Rwandan court 
• yesterday-sentenced rd-death, 

■ Froduald Katamira. a former: 

, political leader'found-guflty of 
being a ringleader of the 1994. 
genocide. His lawyer said he 
would appeal. (Reuter) 
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Bodyguard reveals 


EU call for 
pressure 
on Burma 


THE European Union 
called yesterday on die 
Association of South-East 
Asian Nations to step up 
pressure on Burma to end 
human -rights violations 
and return the country to 
democracy (Michael Bin- 
yon writrs). 

Tfie issue was at the 
centre of talks in Singapore 
between EU foreign minis¬ 
ters and Asean leaders. 


ailing Yeltsin now 
needs help to walk 


From Robin Lodge in Moscow 


£16,500 stamps 
lost at fair . 


Hong Kong: Two stamp 
collections, worth about 
£16^00, were reported 
missing at a philately fair 
here. A British dealer lost 
an album containing 1,000 
King George V stamps 
after a people crowded 
round his stand, while a 
Russian collector reported 
die loss of about 300 Chi¬ 
nese stamps. (AFP) 


Up to 35 die at 
Lake Victoria 


Nairobi: About 35 people 
were feared drowned after 


were feared drowned after 
a motorboat capsized on 
Lake Victoria. Police said 
only four bodies had been 
recovered but five passen¬ 
gers survived by dinging 
to debris. It is undear how 
many were on board but it 
is thought that die boat 
was overloaded. (Reuter) 


BORIS YELTSIN is unable to 
walk unaided for more than a 
few yards, suffers periodically 
foam incontinence, and is 
showing signs of Parkinson's 
disease, according to a mem¬ 
ber of his security service. 

“Due 'to problems with his 
legs, Boris Yeltsin is • often 
incapable of moving around 
independently," die official 
mid journalists from a Mos¬ 
cow news agerny, who told 
The Times, “Sometimes the 
President cannot walk unaid¬ 
ed for more than a few dozen 
yards." The official said that 
bodyguards accompanying 
Mr Yeltsin carried a folding 
chair to allow him to rest 

The source said Mr Yeltsin, 
who was 66 this month, also 
suffered bouts of incontinence, 
and his doctors were increas¬ 
ingly concerned with emerg¬ 
ing symptoms of Parkinson’s 
disease. 

The latest' revelation came 
as the State Duma, the lower 
house of parliament, passed a 
resolution demanding that the 
Health Ministry and die Pres¬ 
ident's doctors provide a writ¬ 
ten assessment of Mr Yeltsin’s 
health by March l. 

At a Kremlin briefing yes¬ 
terday Sergei Yastrzhembsky, 
the presidential spokesman, 
said such information would 
be made available “without 
any problem". 

Despite a huge effort by the 
Kremlin administration to 


convince the public that Mr 
Yeltsin’s recovery is going 
well, his failure to return to 
full-scale work after suffering 
pneumonia last month has led 
to growing doubts about his 
ability to run the country. 

Mr Yeltsin has been under 
medical supervision almost 
constantly smce his re-election 
for a second term last July, 
and underwent a quintuple 
heart bypass operation in 
November. He returned to tire 
Kremlin just before the new 
year, but was bade in hospital 
two weeks litter with pneumo¬ 
nia. Since then has made only 
occasional appearances in.his 
office for televised meetings 
with senior government 
officials. 

Asked about his health yes¬ 
terday, Mr Yastrzhembsky in¬ 
sisted that Mr Yeltsin’s 
convalescence was going well 
and there was no reason fix- 
concern. Ip a further effort to 
demonstrate, his well-being. 
Mr Yeltsin broadcast a radio 
address to the nation yester¬ 
day, his first of the year. 

in a pre-recorded six-minute 
speeds he called an' the new 
leadership of the breakaway 
republic of Chechnya to re¬ 
spect human rights, rejected 
calls for constitutional amend¬ 
ments and assured pensioners 
of continued state ■protection. 
He spoke dearly, without the 
slurring that has often affected 
his delivery in the past, but his 


Death bid fails 
— and succeeds 


Mount Olive: A prisoner 
in this West Virginia town, 
who tried to commit sui¬ 
cide by putting his head 
into a power saw blade 
before being restrained, 
suffered a fatal heart attack 
while he was being inter¬ 
viewed later by a psy¬ 
chiatrist (AF) 


Gloomy prognosis 
for frail President 


Elephant herd 
hills soldier 


Johannesburg: A soldier 
was trampled to death 
when about 70 elephants 
rampaged through a camp 
in the Kruger National 
Park in South Africa. He 
was patrolling for illegal 
immigrants from Mozam¬ 
bique. (Reuter) 


Chilli torture 

Delhi: The seven Indian 
police officers accused of 
blinding detainees with 


blinding detainees with 
chilli powder to exp-act 
confessions in Gujarat 
have been suspended, re¬ 
ports here said. (AFP) 


THE BIBLE suggested that 
three score years and ten was 
the allotted human life span: 
then, as now. there is a wide 
variation. 

In the 20th century most 
people in the Western world 
live rather beyond 70, but 
others by virtue of their life¬ 
style, hereditary or other dis¬ 
ease, peter oat earlier. 
Whatever their age, (he disin¬ 
tegration of someone’s phy¬ 
sique is usually merdfriOy 
hidden from the public gaze 
by the privacy provided by 
tiring in a private household. 
There is no privacy if the 
patient is a President, and 
now the world is watching as 
tme by one President Yeltsin's 
bodily systems start to faff. 

Mr Yeltsin, 66. has had 
long-standing myxoedema 
(poor thyroid function), at 
least two heart attacks, and is 
reputed to have been a recur¬ 
rent binge drinker and so — 
despite the heady optimism of 
the American surgeon Dr 
Michael DeBakey—made, as 
most doctors predicted, a slow 
and poor recovery from his 


multiple bypass surgery. The 
■ “pneumonia” which followed 
the operation was in all 
probability bilateral pulmo¬ 
nary congestion brought on 
by heart failure, rather than 
die signs of a post-operative 
infection. 

Since the surgery ‘Mr 
Yeltsin’s Parkinson’s-type 
symptoms have become very 
much more pronounced: to-, 
day it is reported that he finds 
it-difficult to walk unaided 
more than a few yards. * 

The President is also said to 
find it hard to control his 
bladder. The signs and symp¬ 
toms are all evidence of a 
patient who has had a stormy 
post-operative period and his 
prognosis must in the medi¬ 
cal euphemistic term, remain 
guarded. 

The development of acute 
heart failure in an older tdan 
is always worrying; one recent 
survey suggested that there 
was a near 50 per cent 
mortality within a year. 


Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 
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voice sounded weak and bid. 
Doubts about tile President's 
recovery were renewed this 
week when Mr Yastrzhemb¬ 
sky conceded that his conva¬ 
lescence was going slowly and 
that it would take a further ten 
to 15 days before Mr Yeltsin 
could return to work. 

A planned trip to The 
Hague at the beginning of the 
month to meet European 
Union leaders was cancelled 
at short notice because doctors 
advised Mr Yeltsin against 
flying. In March, the Presi¬ 
dent had been due to ffy to 
Washington to meet President 
Clinton, but the meeting is 
now due to take place in 
Helsinki. The Finnish capital 
is rally a 90-minute flight from 
Moscow and, if necessary, Mr 
Yeltsin could travel there by 
train. 

A European Union-Russia 
summit postponed because of 
President Yeltsin's ill health 
will take place in Moscow on 
March 3, a European Com¬ 
mission spokesman said yes¬ 
terday in Brussels. 

Mr Yeltsin’s doctors insist 
his 'latest health problems 
have nothing to do with his 
heart trouble and that there is 
no reason why he should not 
resume a fully active life. But 
his progress since his opera¬ 
tion has been extremely un¬ 
even. Opposition politicians 
have repeatedly called for him 
to step down. 



Decisioi 
on Brcki 
defuses 
tensions 


From Tom Walker 

IN BRCKO 


Stephen Godfrey, a Canadi¬ 
an palaeontologist, exam¬ 
ines a 220-million-year-old 
fossil in Sydney yesterday. 
Scientists believe the fossfl. 
recently found in southwest 
Australia, could be that of a 
spedes of amphibian, pre¬ 
dating the dinosaurs and 


Scientists hail 
Australian fossil 


related to today’s frogs and 
salamanders (Roger. May¬ 
nard writes). The specimen, 
which is being bailed as 
Australia's most significant 


fossil find this c en t ur y, will 
be on show to the public 
from today. When found, it 
was embedded in a 1.6 tonne 
sandstone boulder deliv¬ 
ered from a New South 
Wales quarry to a farmer 
building a terrace near Gos- 
ford, north of Sydney. 


A HECTIC round of inte. 
tional diplomacy pulled 1 
nia from the brink of rener 
conflict yesterday as inte 
tional arbitrators derided 
the contested northern poi 
Brcko should remain ur 
international supervision 
another year. 

Visible anger among 
town’s displaced Muslim c 
munity dissipated in the a 
noon, as news filtered thro 
from Rome that arbitra 
had derided the present p 
was too fragile a commote' 
meddle with significantly. 

The Bosnian Serbs. 1 
“cleansed** Brcko near 
start of the war in 1992, 
remain in charge of the t 
that jinks the two halve 
their territory. The rub is 
a heavy American Stabi 
non Force presence, cou; 
with an international supt 
sor, should ensure the 
return of Muslims to t 
wrecked homes. 

. ,ie deal is fraught will: 
well-meaning platitudes 
have so far conspicuo 
failed to reunite Bosnia, 
yesterday at least those 
Brcko seemed resigned 
giving i: a try. “Then 
nothing to worry about,” 
Miodrag Pajic. the Mayra 

Diplomats say the inte 
tional supervisor, wori 
under UN High Represe 
live Carl Bildt. is likely fi 
American, with the Euroj 
Union overseeing the 1 
elections. 
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Doubts over succession 
threaten Golan talks 

By Christopher Walker, middle east correspondent, and Bronwen Maddox in Washington 




SYRIA and Iraq, two of the 
most autocratic regimes in the 
Middle East, are feeing inter¬ 
nal disruption and serious 
succession problems which 
threaten widespread instabil¬ 
ity for the entire region. 

The troubles spring from ill 
health and clan rivalry within 
the ruling families who run 
the countries in a ruthless 
fashion using different wings 
of the Baath Party, 

Following reports from Da¬ 
mascus that President Assad. 
66. had recently been in a 
coma for two weeks until 
revived by Russian doctors, 
the Jordanian paper Shihan 
yesterday described how doc¬ 
tors had struggled to bring the 
President back to conscious¬ 
ness and described his health 
as "grave'”. 

Haaretz, the Israeli daily, 
disclosed that according to 
American information. “As¬ 
sad's condirion is poor and has 
not improved since his pros¬ 
tate su rgery early in January”. 
This scenario, backed by re¬ 
ports in a number of non- 
Syrian Arab papers. . core 
tradiets official Syrian claims 


that Mr Assad is healthy and 
has returned to a full working 
schedule. He has appeared in 
public recently, but looked 
weak and pale. 

The man widely known as 
"The Sphinx. of Damascus" 
has suffered for years from a 
combination of heart trouble, 
diabetes and a rare type of 
leukaemia, but has repeatedly 
defied speculation about his 
imminent demise. 

The President's weakness is 






liSti 


Assad: said to have 
been in a coma 


accompanied by concern that, 
since the death in 1994 of his 
favoured eldest son. Bassri, in 
a mysterious car crash, there 
is no obvious successor. Mr 
Assad, who seized power in 
1970. has been grooming his 
younger son. Bashar, 31, who 
was ordered to abandon his 
medical studies in London. 

In Iraq, the brutal regime of 
President Saddam Hussein 
has been rocked by the at¬ 
tempted assassination last De¬ 
cember of Uday. 33, Saddam’s 
oldest son and chosen succes¬ 
sor. Uday is now confined 
indefinitely to a Baghdad hos¬ 
pital bed with two bullets 
thought to be lodged in his 
spine. Despite hundreds of 
executions and thousands of 
arrests, l/day’s two attackers 
have not been found. 
Saddam's hopes for the suc¬ 
cession have turned to Qusay. 
the younger of his two sons. 

In Washington, President 
Clinton called on Israel and 
Syria to return to the negotiat¬ 
ing table as part of a White 
House bid to regain momen¬ 
tum in Middle East peace 
-talks. 


Mr Clinton, who met 
Binyamin Netanyahu, the Is¬ 
raeli Prune Minister, for three 
hours cm Thursday signalled 
that Israeli-US relations were 
back on track after three tense 
meetings which failed to make 
progress towards a compre¬ 
hensive Middle East peace. 

Mr Netanyahu also used 
the meeting to repeal his 
alarm at a proposed saieof 102 
F16 fighter jets to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. worth up to $15 billion (E9 
billion), which Israel argues 
would dangerously boost- the 
kingdom’s ground-attack 
capability. 

Israeli-Syrian talks were 
suspended last year, but both 
sides now appear more willing 
to contemplate a resumption. 
The previous Israeli Govern¬ 
ment offered to return virtual¬ 
ly all of the disputed Golan 
Heights to Syria in exchange 
for full diplomatic and eco¬ 
nomic relations and guaran¬ 
tees of security. Mr Netan¬ 
yahu has proposed returning 
a smaller slice of the area, but 
indicates that he is prepared to 
discuss all issues without 
preconditions. 
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Two American astronauts. 
Steven Smith, foreground, 
and Mark Lee. carrying out 
the most expensive overhaul 
In history yesterday as they 
work on the Hubble space 
telescope 370 miles from the 
Earth. In the 43 ft telescope’s 


Space craftsmen fix Hubble 

first service since 1993, they the universe (Quentin Letts 
attached new instruments to writes). New cameras the 


the telescope which should 
allow Nasa scientists greater 


size of household fridges 
were taken from tbe cargo 
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penetration of the depths of bay of the shuttle Discovery 


McVeigh 
sister 
‘talked 
of bomb’ 

• From Giles Wotitell 

IN LOS ANGELES 

FOUR months before the 
Oklahoma City bombing in 
1995, the sister of tbe chief 
suspect in the case warned her 
friends at a Christmas party 
that a “revolution” was com¬ 
ing in which “something big is 
going to happen with ( my 
brother", according to court 
documents unsealed this 
week. • - 

Jennifer McVeigh, who as 
the younger sister of Timothy 
McVeigh is expected to be a 
crucial witness in her broth¬ 
er's triaL-talked-ar the party 
about “weapons stuff”, “bomb 
stuff* and a need to over throw'' 
the federal Government, two 

guests toldjfaefBI- 

‘There’s going to be a 
reflation and you're other 
going to be with us or against 
us. I know I'm ready.” Ms 
McVeigh was ' quoted as 
saying. Joel Daniels, her attor¬ 
ney, said even if she made 
anti-government statements at 
the party it was not criminal; 

The bomb explosion in April 
1995 killed 168 people and 
injured 500. The attack took 
place exactly two years after 
the bo tche d raid by federal 
agents an the Branch 
Davidian cult headquarters in 
Waco. Texas. 


and were manoeuvred into 
place on the telescope by the 
spacewalking astronauts. If 
took them seven horns to- 
dip the new devices on to the 
telescope, which has trav¬ 
elled about 996 million miles 
since it was last inspected. 


Vogue for 
chain gang 
spreads to 
Maryland 

ByIanBrodie 


i AMERICA’S new vogue for 
chain gangs is moving north. 

A county bordering Chesa¬ 
peake Bay in Maryland has 
r become the latest local author- . 

ity to decide that the way to ; p 
i get tough with prisoners is to 
manacle them together and 
send them along roads to pick 
up fitter and dear ditches. 

The move has been de¬ 
nounced as “needlessly crud” 
by a lawyer for tbe local 
chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, who said she 
might sue to stop the plan. 
Deborah Jeon stud: “Chain 
gangs represent the Old 
Sdutii at its worst Yoo don’t 
deter crime by treating people 
as. .animals and parading 
them around in chains.” 

The view was not shared by 
Mike Zimmer, one of three 
commissioners in _ Queen 
Anne's County who voted 
unanimously to introduce die 
chain gangs. In his view they 
add the penalties of hard 
work and public shame to 
sentences and are a warning 
to children who drive past 
with families. 

The jafl has70 to 80 inmates 
at a time who will be put into 
chain gangs of a dozen' each. 
Women prisoners wall be on , 
separate gangs. (p. 
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Korean defector 
fears for his life 
in Beijing siege 


James Pringle in belting and Robert Whymant in tokyo 

ssJ-tZsru m 


w a tense siana-otf over a 
defecting senior North Korean 
S^ipnued in Beijing. Oian 
Qicfaen urged both sides to 
treat the issue ‘Mn a cool and 
palm manner, to keep peace 
and stabflity". . 

The official has sought 
sanctuary in the South Korean 
Consulate building. Last 
night a bulletproof vehicle 
pulled up outside as tough- 
toolong North Korean men m 
black leather coats and wear¬ 
ing lapel pins depicting the 
late “Great Leader 1 ”. Kim U 
Sung, watched from a police 
cordon ISO yards away. 

But there were no immedi¬ 
ate signs that the defector, 
Hwang Jang Yop, 72, who 
knows the innermost secrets of 
the Pyongyang regime, was 


sudden, so we need more time 
to investigate,” said Mr Qian 
after meeting his South Kore¬ 
an counterpart, Yoo Chong 
Ha, m Singapore, where 
Asian Mid European foreign 
. ministers are holding a'confer- 
. ence. Other meetings are ex¬ 
pected before a decision on Mr 
Hwang'S fate is reached. 

Diplomats say China is 
caug ht ov er the issue, having 
long-standing fraternal ties 
with the socialist North and 
more recent, but vibrant, trade 
and commercial relations, 
with the South. North and 
South Korea have sent high- 
level delegations to Jay claim 
to Mr Hwang. The North has 
sent officials from the ruling 
Workers’ Rirty and the For¬ 
eign Ministry. 
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Alma Alan Leaders of an 
exiled nationalist group in 
Kazakhstan said yesterday 
that riots in China's predomi¬ 
nantly Muslim northwest 
were continuing, despite 
Beijing's statement that dis¬ 
turbances had been quelled. 

“We arc sure that h is too 
early for Beijing to announce 
that the riots have been 
neutralised.” Yusupbek 


MnkhHsj leader of the Uni¬ 
ted National Front of Turke¬ 
stan, said. 

Chinese officials said on 
Thursday that the riot had 
been “fomented by hostile 
foreign forces** but bad been 
quelled by the army and 
police. The o fficials have said 
nine people were killed and 
at least 198 wounded, about 
50 of them seriously. (Reuter) 


Beijing-based envoys_ 

that the North Koreans win 
stop at almost nothing to 
prevent Mr Hwang, a former 
confidant.of the North Korean. 
leader, Kim Jong Ii from 
leaving for South Korea: _ 
Once there he would be aide 
to speak about past North 
Korean state terrorism, rang¬ 
ing from the blowing up of a 
South Korean delegation in 
Rangoon to the destruction of 
airliners and the submarine 
incurstonlate last year into the 
South. Kim Jong II'S 55tb 
birthday celebrations tomor¬ 
row have almost certainly 
been dampened by the defec¬ 
tion. and fears of revelations 
about his reportedly lurid 
former personal life. 

A Chinese driver outside the 
South Korean Consulate in 
Beijing said the driver of a 
North Korean vehicle had told 
him: “If we see Hwang, we 
will kill him." 

Mr Hwang feared for his 
life after falling foul of Kim 
Jong □. according to letters 
said to have been written fry 
him, which were published by 
a Seoul newspaper yesterday. 

The letters say that he 
made up his mind to defect 
last May after being attacked 
by the North Korean leader¬ 
ship and placed under surveil¬ 
lance "on the pretext my 
thoughts are not suitable for 



Chinese police march past a bulletproof vehicle oiftside the South Korean Consulate in Beijing yesterday 


governing 


North Korea's 
system". 

The 73-year-old secretary of 
the ruling Workers' Party in 
charge of Internationa] affairs 
was clearly alarmed by Mr 
Kim's paranoia, which grew 
more intense as economic 
woes undermined his hold an 
power. 

“The leadership’s suspi¬ 
cions and jealousy have be¬ 
come far more severe with the 
economy being ruined and the 
ban* 


leadership 


tg further 


weakened," Mr Hwang wrote. 
The three letters were written 
in November last year, and 
delivered to an intermediary 
in January through an aide 
who also applied for political 
asylum at the South Korean 
Embassy in Beijing on 
Wednesday. 

The South Korean Govern¬ 
ment has said the letters are 
authentic, though many Kore¬ 
ans detect the hand of the state 
security apparatus in arrang¬ 
ing their publication. 


Mr Hwang, an architect of 
the North's guiding philoso¬ 
phy of juche — self-reliance — 
intended to defect by April this 
year, apparently expecting to 
be falsely accused and purged 
from his official positions. 

“It is better for my family 
and colleagues for me to kill 

S setf rather than getting 
ed after being publicly 
criticised with materials fabri¬ 
cated by the leadership.” 

The crisis would occur some 
rime "after a big event" in 


February, he feared, possibly 
referring to the 55th birthday 
celebrations. 

“Until the February big 
event, the leadership will use 
me and prevent any distur¬ 
bances from happening, but 
after that rime, I cannot say 
what will happen to me," Mr 
Hwang apparently wrote. 

South Korean officials said 
Mr Hwang had hoped to 
defect during his visit to 
Japan, which ended on Tues¬ 
day, bur found no opportunity. 


Rifkim 
retreat < 
colony 
legislatu 


From Jonathan Mu 

IN HONG KONG 


‘Hongcouver’ becomes Asian haven 


From Ian Brodie 

IN VANCOUVER 
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THIS week, after four years in Vancou¬ 
ver. Wai Fu Ma pur on his new 
'charcoal grey suit, pinned a carnation 
to his lapel and went down to die 
convention centre overlooking the har¬ 
bour to pledge allegiance to the“Qtieen 
of Canada". 

. In mating the oath at a mass 
swearing-in ceremony, he followed the 
path taken by 300,000 others from 
Hong Kong who have chosen Canadi¬ 
an citizenship in the last decade in 
anticipation of China's takeover of the 
colony. 

Al 23, Mr Wai seems the Ideal 
immigrant He is a business student - 
with fluent English. His well-to-do 


family has invested in Canada. "We 
think it's a better place to live," he said. 
Yet he may; for example, return to 
Hong Kong to work. Canadian govern¬ 
ment figures show that somewhere 
between 100,000 and 150,000 have 
gone back after securing the insurance 
policy of a Canadian passport •*. 

Canada would have to bear, the 
brunt of any massive loss of confidence 
in Hong Kong's future. In such an 
emetigency, some 300.000 would have 
the right to join dose relatives already 
in Canada, according to Don Devoretz, 
a Vancouver immigration expert 

The impact of immigration from 
Hang Kong has already been felt 
keenly across Canada, especially in 
Vancouver. Canada's princely city on 
the -pacific has become, in effect, a 


Hong Kong in waiting. Its Chinese 
community has doubled to 2XXQ00 — 
' one in five of file population — giving 
rise to the nickname “Hongcouver" 
and creating a framework that could 
rapidly expand. 

The Chinese presence is not like the 
Chiriatowns of old. The immigrant 
community is as energetic ana up¬ 
wardly mobile as much of Hong Kong 
itself. Vancouver’s Chinese have their 
choice of supermarkets and shopping 
malls, three daily newspapers, two 
television channels and two radio 
stations, they can work, eat out see a 
doctor, consult a lawyer and buy a car 
. without ever speaking English. 

But the immigrant tide has brought 
an undertow of cross-cultural currents, 
including crime; spiralling property 


prices and white resentment Vancou¬ 
ver now has the costliest housing in 
Canada. 

The flow of migrants bade to Hong 
Kong is a concern. David Lam, who 
emigrated from die colony years ago 
and became LJeutenant-Govemor of 
British Columbia, chided Mr Wai and 
the others at the swearing-in ceremo- 
, ny. “You must burn the mental bridge 
to your old country," he told them. 
“Don’t take the casual attitude of T can 
come, 1 can go"*. 

Still, the authorities are eager to 
assuage Chinese sensitivities. They 
instantly agreed to a name change 
after a Chinese civic leader complained 
about a remote stretch of water 500 
miles north of Vancouver. It had been 
called Chinaman Lake. 


Patten’s Valentine 
bids fond farewell 


Hong Kong: Chris Patten, the 
Governor of Hong Kong, 
received an anonymous Val¬ 
entine's Day greeting, causing 
an aide to reflect on whether 
he might have a secret admir¬ 
er among China's Communist 
leaders. 

The greeting appeared as 
an advertisement in die daily 
Hong Kong Standard and 
said: “To Beloved Brit Gover¬ 
nor Patten. If once in a 
lifetime a wish could come 
true, I would open the door 
for you to walk through, the 
heartaches in this case is 
many. But the day I lose you 


will be the hardest of any. 1 
only wanted you. Love." 

“This is probably from 
some secret admirer in the 
hierarchy in Beijing," Mr 
Patten's spokesman said. 
“But I take it that it's not from 
Lu Ping." 

little love has been lost 
between the Governor and 
Mr Lu. China's chief of policy 
on die handover of Hong 
Kong to Chinese rule on July 
1. The two have frequently 
traded veibal attacks on is¬ 
sues such as the future of 
democracy and human rights 
in the territory. (Reuter) 


BRITAIN has backed 
on its threat to take Q 
the International Cot 
Justice over its shadow l 
cure for Hong Kong. 

After talks with M; 
Rifkind, the Fd reign 
tary, yesterday, Qian Q 
China's Foreign Ministe 
the marter “is now dose 

This reverses John to 
promise to Hong Kon 
year that Britain wouk 
Beijing legally responsit 
abolished the elected Li 
rive Council which Chr 
ten. the Governor, has ti 
the “benchmark" of 
Kong's continued liben 
prosperity. 

Mr Rifkind, describing 
self as realistic, said: “ 
Chinese are deiermioi 
maintain the Provisiona 
islafure then they hav 
power to do so because 
are the sovereign power. 

British officials attemp 
put a positive spin on the 
fry saying that Britain 
focused the international 
mimity's concern on ! 
Kong. The officials also 
comfort from Mr Qian’s 
ment that whatever haj 
in Hong Kong will be a n 
for Tung Chee-hwa, the 1 
Executive-designate and 
administration. But Mr' 
has already aligned hi] 
with Peking's plans 
change. 

The Fbreign Secretary 
rented himself with repe 
his warning that if C 
pressed ahead with chaj 
which include deep cuts i 
Bill of Rights, Hong 1 
would “become like any 1 
Chinese city". 

The dimbdown had 
foreshadowed earlier 
week by comments from 
nese officials. Shen Guo! 
the Foreign Ministry sp 
man, said in Peking tha 
Qian would not discuss 
international court in 
Hague and would insist 
Britain stop misleading 
signers and creating 
controversies. 

In Singapore yesterday 
Rifkind said: “For the Inn 
tional Court to have jur 
tion it must have 
agreement of both sides, 
is not available, so wear 
in a position to be insiste 
it" 
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This valuable cover is easy to 
budget for as you only pay a 
premium for a fixed period of 
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amount you pay 
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The sooner you 
apply, the sooner you can he 
sure tliat your family’s future is 
secure.- For 3 free quotation call 
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WE'VE GOT THE OTHERS LICKED 


Our First Class 90 Account is operated through the 
post Which means it costs us less to administer. 
So you’d expect it to pay keen rates of interest. 
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rates available from any building society po 
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Plus attractive monthly income options for th 
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Mayor of Paris faces 


corruption inquiry 


From Hen Macintvre in paris 


JEAN TIBER/, the Mayor of 
Paris, faces imminent investi¬ 
gation on suspicion of corrup¬ 
tion, according to a magazine 
report which drew angry deni¬ 
als from the Mayor yesterday 
and sent fresh tremors 
through die ruling Gauliist 
party. 

M Tiberi's wife, Xavfcre, is 
already under investigation 
on charges that she was 
overpaid by a regional author¬ 
ity to the tune of FFr200.000 
(E2I.500) for writing a short 
and unnecessary report. The 
money was paid into a joint 
bank account belonging to M 
and Mme Tiberi. Le Poin t 
magazine reported, directly 
implicating the Mayor in the 
scandal for the first time. 

The magazine said that the 
evidence, uncovered by magis¬ 
trates ChantaJ Solaro and 
Dominique Pauthe and show¬ 
ing that the Tiberis had equal 
access to the funds, means that 
a formal investigation into M 
Tiberi's role in the affair is 
likely to be launched within 
the next few days. 

The Mayor, who would 
come under intense pressure 


to resign if he became the 
target of a full legal investiga¬ 
tion, issued a statanent yester¬ 
day insisting the report was 
"totally false" and vowing to 
sue the magazine. "Once 
again, the spread of false 
information based on rumour 
is not only injuring me, but 
interfering with the ongoing 
investigation of a case,” M 
Uberi said. 

Xavier Dugoin, the Gauliist 
head of the Essonne regional 
authority which allegedly 


overpaid paid Mme Tiberi in 
1994 for writing the report 
recently told magistrates that 
die fee was personally negoti¬ 
ated by hier husband- M 
Dugoin, who is also bong 
investigated, later retracted 
his statement 

M Tiberi took over from 
Jacques Chirac as Mayor of 
Paris in May 1995, and the 
case involving his wife has 
opened up a gulf between the 
mayoral office and the Gov¬ 
ernment. Paris city officials 



are said to be outraged that the 
Justice Ministry has not done 
more to quash the investiga¬ 
tion, bit in his most recent 
televised address. President 
Chirac pledged to overhaul 
the ipgal system and ensure 
dial the Government could not 
interfere with legal invest¬ 
igations. 

The magistrates are inde¬ 
pendent" foe Mayor was re¬ 
portedly told. "So there is 
nothing to be done." 

Mme Tiberi’s lawyer. Thier¬ 
ry Herzog, this week filed a 
motion for the investigation 
against her to be dropped. 

Government insiders say 
that if M Uberi is brought 
down, a far more damaging 
scandal over alleged illegal 
party funding could blow 
open, reaching to the very top 
of the French CfovernmenL 

Investigating magistrates 
are separately looking into 
allegations that contractors 


Xavifrre and Jean Tiberi: had equal access to funds 


coffers in exchange for lucra¬ 
tive contracts what M Chirac 
was Mayor of Paris and M 

Tiberi was in charge of the city 

housing office. 
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A ISCtyear era ofsieam power is coming to an end in India. Except forenJhusiasts, fewwfllmoum its passing 

India’s steam trains 
shunted to scrapyard 
by dean machines 
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When you 


just 


can’t talk to 


anyone 


9 


talk to us. 


Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new nationai number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to you. 
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From Christopher Thomas en dblhi 
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INDIA announced yesterday 
that it wifi soon be sending tiie 

last of its strain trams to the 
scrapyard, ending a 150-year 
era of steam power. 

Western Railways, where 
many of the remaining steam 
engines operate on fitne-used 
connfiry tines in Gujarat rwill 
shunt 40 trains to, the junk¬ 
yards in the next two months. 
They 'will be replaced by 
diesel en gines, which are fast¬ 
er, draner, cheaper to runand 
easier to maintain. 

The passing of steam may 
be lamented by enthusiasts, 
but not by the men who have 
to work with it Drivers and 
fi remen have nothing good to 
say about-steam trams they 
ore ill-mamtained and foil of 
rust because the .Railways 
Ministry has fea^caffsxeftised 
to spend money on thexn^and 
working on the footplate in 
summer is unbearable. 

Staff complain that it takes 
hours to fire up the boilers in 
the morning, whereas diesel 
trains start as easily as a ear, 
and that the trains must be 
coaxed through days punctu¬ 
ated by greasing, cleaning out 
ash and dealing with constant 
breakdowns. 

Steam “toy trains” tint ply 
to the hill stations of Darjee¬ 
ling and Ootacamund — bet¬ 
ter known in India as Ooty— 
will be reprieved until 2000, 


when their future will be 
reviewed. They are popular 

with tourists. These will be the 

survivors of the world's great¬ 
est fleet of steam trains, which 
helped to make India a nation 
and was crucial in the post- 
iralependenre drive for indus¬ 
trialisation.- -A 

The last broad-gauge steamV 
trains were scrapped in 1995, 
leaving 260 smaller steam 
engines travelling the back¬ 
waters. Many have been rele- 
patrd to shunting duties 
because their notorious unre¬ 
liability plays havoc with 
timetables. There are now 
fewer than 100 left, remnants 
of a steam fleet of &500 
engines "at-its peak in the 
1970s. The diesel and electric 
fleet is now a record 13(000 
trains; ■ • 

—Indian-Railways continues 
to grow. New lines are being 
hunt mid passenger volume 
increases yearly. Steam is 
seen as an embarrassment to 
the world’s most used, and 
second largest, rail network— 
40.000 miles against Russia’s 
50,000. It carries 18 million 
people a day, many of them 
for a pittance the third class 
fare for foe 900-mile journey 
from Delhi to Calcutta costs 
£6, making it the transporta¬ 
tion of the poor. The. better-off 
travel in aireonditioned First 
Class. 
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Albanians blame former surgeon for savii^s ^js ^accuselumofigpgi^ ^g^ 


cqmw-u, w , r Albanians blame former surgeon tor savingb^ 

Doctor loses healing touch 

1 A __ of Vlore. which has been hil 

TE.rfip. wE ARE witnessing the hv some of the worst protests, 



iv ■'till feels 

' "i the spin 


“WE ARE witnessing the i 
consequences of last May.” 
said an Albanian journalist as 
we took refuge from a street 
protest in a Tirana cafe this 
week- “Berisha’5 party used 
fraud to win the elections in 
May. Now he is reaping the 
whirlwind. These riots are not 
just about the pyramid funds, 
they are about the way he 
Tuns Albania. We are back to 
a one-party state." 

After a month of upheaval. 
this view is growing, even 
within Mr Berisha’s right- 
. wing Democratic Party, 

/ which has a virtual monopoly 
cm power. The left-wing par- 
. ties have joined other opposi- 
1 : tion groups in a “Forum for 
1 Democracy”. Mr Berisha, 52, 

: a . dapper former heart sur¬ 
geon who opposed and then 
succeeded the Communist re¬ 
gime which ruled Albania for 
decades, is looking tired and 
grim. "Time to go, doctor." 
sai d the opposition paper 
Koha Jone yesterday. 

Yet there is no alternative 
■ leader of his stature. “We 
started from below zero," he 


tells visitors at the presiden¬ 
tial palace on the monumen¬ 
tal Boulevard of the Martyrs. 

“I cannot produce a modem 
European economy . and cul¬ 
ture overnight” He points out 
that there is a free press, that 
he stepped in to dose down 
pyramid saving funds as" soon 
as it became dear they were 
heading for collapse, and he 
insists nis Democratic Party 
won the election fairly. 

The Opposition has able 
leaders, including Rexhap 
Mejdani. the Socialist (ex- 
Communist) Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral, and -Kurt Kola, a 
political prisoner under the 
Communists and now head of 
the Forum For Democracy. 
But the Socialists are still 
tarred with the brush of the 
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Heir to King Zog waits ini wings 

ONE man is watching events unfold with ha^i'< 
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ONE man is watching events unfold with 
particular interest: Leka Zogu, son of the late 
King Zog and exiled heir to the Albanian 
throne, who lives in Johannesburg and likes to 
be addressed as “Your Majesty”. He thinks his 
moment mav have come. 

In a message to Albanians, he urged his 
"brothers and sister?* to “makeyour demands 
through peaceful demonstrations ”. A tall. 


_ _ of vlore. which has been hit 

by some of the worst protests, 

, is given to flamboyant bow 

TIRANA FILE LJi 

by RICHARD -■ Xlffunds were 

j r\\\rc NT • ’ meant to point the way for 

OWliJN Albania out of its squalor and 

; presided- 

i a modern are gaium^ M^Eedsta's me of Albania's leading and 
iv and cul- dismayed by Mr Brnsna rwoular capitalists. Mr 

epointsout crushing off $3^no^Sso in jafl - 

! press, that tions,. “f- ?ilJSS - in- Sms a business empire and 

closedown rfdti- runs the Miss ^bamacmd^t 

ends as soon cludmg Mr Ko^ and the Lushnje football 

r they were wmg tram. His status as local hero 

ssrk 53*53=5 sassnsarfig 

SuSfg 

SSjtov manyofwtaciw^.li^ P^- ^hotels. food 
t Kola, a the Albar ^ J 5 I ^ n 1 ( S^ pressing, aviation and ship- 
r under the fia far ^ EwLai mines and 

nowheadof dAn farms. Mr Bensha 

Democracy, certainly. f Thp injiste entrepreneurs such as 

sts are still Gendialliu, , jy» r Aiimucaj — who runs a 

brush of the failed Gjallica fund m the port in a restored 

_ : • Italian colonial-era villa m 

I waits ini wings to the economy". 

imposing man with short a pMratoWk S who runs the 

*KSed Silva empire. 
1939. when the Italians invaded - t H 1 e . t ^7 ! „ ' ^ he has earned the six 

nmrnfburyearsagobutw^^^d^ SSc3e£ten» in his.g^ 

If he did return now he says he wouia not , ^mt Albanians 

tale his mother wifi shLld^rect goldI sfatues d 

if toisha and myself. » *** 

anything happens to me”. ___ 


detested former regime and 
the protests lack direction. 

Nevertheless, Albanians 
are genuinely angered arid 
dismayed by Mr Bensha^ 
crushing of all demonstra¬ 
tions, and the beating .of 
opposition intellectuals - uv- 
ducting Mr Kola — by nght- 
wing thugs. Mr Berisha’s 
attempts to blame all protests 
on “die Reds” have worn thin. 

Above all, Albanians con¬ 
demn Mr Berisha’s closeness 
to the businessmen who oper¬ 
ated the discredited funds, 
many of which were used by 
the Albanian and Italian Ma¬ 
fia for money-laundenng. 

The new entrepreneurs are 
certainly.'. colourful. Ffom 

Gendialliu, man^er of the 
failed Gjallka fund m the port 


liauairuaun^ - • . 

says he has earned me six 

Mercedes-Benzes m his . ga¬ 
rage, and that Albanians 
should “erect gold statues of 
Berisha and myself, to thank 
us”. 



p~Ai.nt Bprisha. once praised for his role in ending flie Communist dictatorship 


Fun with 
toys of 

a tyrant 

SOME of the more grotesque j 
monuments of the I 

nisi era have long gone: the j 
huge statue of the paranoia I 
dictator, Enver Hoxha. on I 
Skanderbeg Square ^ has 
made way for a duldrens j 
funfair, which now makes an 
incongruous background to 
anti-Berisha protests. I 

Some are harder to get nd I 
of. the peculiar concrete gun 
emplacements, or bunkers 
which Hoxha built to ward 
off invasion still dot the I 

couotiyside. But perhaps the 

strangest Hoxha-era relic is 
the museum to his glory 
opposite the presidential pal¬ 
ace. A UFO-like, pyramid- 

shaped structure of glass i and 

marble, it was designed for 1 
Hoxha’s 80th birthday m 
1988 by his daughter. ! 
Pranvera. an architect 
In its heyday it was lit by 

rays from a red star on top. | 
casting an eerie glow over a 
carved figure of Hoxha seat¬ 
ed inside. The monument is 
no longer illuminated, and 
the Hoxha memorabilia have 
cone. The authorities have 
made it into a rather drab 
business and cultural centre. 
But its main function is to 
provide amusement for Tira¬ 
na's children, who slide, 
skateboard, and even bicycle 
down its smooth slopes, 
oblivious to the tyranny 
which created it 
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Tintin’s chums find a new villain 


Tlntim “'legacy belongs 
to all Belgium” 


TINTIN. tiie intrepid boy 
reporter, has landed m a new 
scrape Byears after the death 
of his Belgian creator and. as 
often in ms adventures, the 
villain is an Englishman. 

Nick Rodwdl, a Bnton who 
married Fanny Remi. the wid¬ 
ow of Hergfc three years ago 
and now runs the global 
Tintin business, has been de¬ 
nounced by a battery of heavy¬ 
weight critics and wntere for 
the “moral hi-jacking” of their 

“Tintin in Danger, said 
yesterday’s La Libre Belgique 
\n a front-page editorial^; 
cusinff Mr Rodwdl's Hcr^c 
Foundation of striking a blow 
at“ahditage which bdongs to 


. FROM CHARLES BREMNER IN BRUSSELS 
all Belgium... and »suSLfid iSi 

ity.MrRodw<dl,4Z.is(tog Haddock, complained 

tytiwT 1 ntiirolflgists,asencus _ ^ Rodweli had blocked 

crowd given the comic stop's ^ook, a study of the 

Continental revered static « b ^n g 

^ rtTrCt pS to reproduce a*y 

Witten »bc«V to teP ^ ^ OTr boota 

£T*«S? 11,6 

Thompson detectives. . rirds for Japan ...” he 

Mr Rodwdl is alro all^ S^ibled at a Brussels press 

to be desecrating the temple ^ Peelers an- 

through the mertoidismg j^at frustration had 

Tintin memorabilia- fhrtwl him to end The 

•Tintin is treated today Bre forced a coUec- 

a brand name, a simple prod- Tintin-rdated studies 

uct turned into lu»nypred- ^ ^ted. The new? 


urt tinned hto Wry prej . ^ 


Mr Rodwdl is also accused 
of excessive zeal in the pursuit 
of royalties for reproduenonot 
Tmtin’s image in publicity tor 
bookshops and exhibitions of 
the comic-strip art 
Mr Rodweli, 42. a former | 
advertising man. was unavail¬ 
able for comment yesterday 
but the foundation and 
MoulinsarL the company that 
runs the merchandising, are 
insisting that they are simply 
trying to preserve the Tintin 

whose real name 
was Georges Remi. left strict 
orders in his will *at no 
seaud should be written to the 
23 Tintin books he turned out 
from the 1930s to the 1960s. 


Progress over 
landmine ban 

Vienna: Governments and 
pressure groups 
hailed as a success a forum to 
start the ball rolling for a total 
worldwide landmines ban. 
Thomas Hajnoca. head of 
disarmament at the Austrian 
Foreign Ministry and chair¬ 
man of the forum, said its 
draft could be the basis for 
negotiations. 

The three-day conference 
was attended by more than 
100 government experts and 
was part of the so-called 
“Ottawa process", started in 
October at a 50 -nation forum 
hosted by Canada. A follow¬ 
up conference is planned in 
Brussels in June, with a 
further meeting in Ottawa tn 
December. (Reuter) 


Human rights ‘central 
to Labour policy 9 

By Michael Binyon, diplomatic editor 

. n - Or 


LABOUR would make human 
rights central to its foreign 
policy, with a tougher stance 
towards Nigeria and Burma 
and insistence that human 
rights remain on the agenda 
in discussions with China. 
Robin Cook says in an 

interview. . 

The Shadow Foreign Secre¬ 
tary. outlining Labour’s prior¬ 
ities in a forthcoming issue of 
the magazine Diplomat, ac¬ 
cuses the Government of mel- 


sanctions against Burma. On 
China, Mr Cook says he has 

himself raised the case of thrre 

dissidents durrngs ^ 
last May. “I believe that u is 
very important in dialogue 
with China that we should 
keep the issue of human rights 
on the agenda." _ 

But he makes it dear that 
Labour would try to develop a 

"working relationship” with 

China to give Britain a tasis to 
demand that China adhere to 
commitments on Hong Kang- 

__ i __ Mtn nnnntV fu 


cuses u. c f commitments on nun* *vu»5- 

fectiveness and lacx u num ber one priority of 

direction. Labour would push h foreign policy must be 

for oil sanctions ^amstNige- safeguard the future of 

ria and would join European m saiegu ^ 

Union members m supporting Hong Kong. 
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■ DANCE 

The Royal Ballet 
steps into the 
modem world 
in Twyla Tharp’s 
Push Comes 
to Shove 





■ AWARDS 

View from 
the stalls: 
a year in 
the life of 
an Olivier 
Award judge 


ARTS 





■ WHAT’S ON 

From the Young 
Vic’s staging of 
Arthur Mfller's 
great tragedy. 
Death of a 
Salesman .. .. 



■ WHAT’S ON 

to Suede 
in concert 
Ml die top 
weekend events 
are listed in 
The Directory 


THEATRE: Who judges the Olivier Awards? James Pickard finds out 


E lisabeth Han has been 
co the theatre: in London 
55 times in the past 
year. She has read 55 pro¬ 
grammes, seen 55curtains rise 
and eaten an undisclosed 
number oF ice-creams. On 
every visit she had to write 
page after page of notes, but 
she is not a professional 
theatre critic. She is an ordi¬ 
nary member of the public on 
the judging panel of this year’s 
Laurence Olivier Awards. Co 
be presented tomorrow night 
at the Grosvenor House Hotel 
Mrs Hart was one of four 
theatre-lovers chosen to judge 
all new drama productions 
(excluding musicals) over the 
year, alongside five profes¬ 
sionals. “It's important to have 
amateurs on the pand,” she 
says. “It stops the awards 
becoming a put-up job like the 
Oscars. And if a play wins an 
award, the public know that 
it’s been approved by people 


And the winner 
is...Mrs Hart 


with no axe to grind." 

For someone so enthusiastic 
about the theatre — “just the 
year before I’d been to over 30 
plays, a complete mixed bag” 
— this was a dream mission. It 
began with an application 
form left on a foyer shelf by the 
Society of London Theatre, 
which organises the awards. 
She filled it in, added a short 
theatre review, and was select¬ 
ed from several hundred 
applicants. 

“They were looking for 
people with a very wide taste 
in theatre,” she explains. “I 
always enjoyed acting in plays 
when I was young. As a 
student in London I regularly 


bought cheap standing tickets 
for the West End.” 

In one week alone she had to 
review seven plays. “But I 
□ever got side of it Even the 
plays I didn't like always had 
some redeeming qualities." 

It wasn't all fun. of course. 
"We had to make hefty notes 
on everything and I couldn't 
let my concentration slip. It 
wasn't just the actors we were 
judging, but also costume, 
design, direction, lighting and 
script — 12 categories in all. 
But I still enjoyed it. It felt like 
an enormous privilege.” 

Did the professional judges 
dominate the panel meetings? 
“Not at all. It was all very 


civilised and friendly," says 
Mrs HarL “We were listened 
tu. and our votes were all 
equal." 

Theatre critics, of course; 
are known tor their power to 
make or break a play. Did 
managements treat her with 
due respect? “I wasn’t treated 
differently at all, although one 
receptionist did optimistically 
describe my pink spectacles as 


OPERA & BALLET THEATRES 


COUSaiH 0171 B2B8S®i2*i) 

BiGLtSH NATIONAL OPERA 

Toni 5.30 

DBt R08ENKAVAUER 

asizffiflsfflgswma 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0171304 
4000 lor Bn Ota & Standby Ho 
Trios waMfe on f» day 
Ttw Royal Opara 
Torn. Wad (Las HghOftOO 
PALESTRINA 
UaiDwODOLOHENGRBI 
ft 700 (tea NW 
COSI FAN TUITE 
Hk Royal BalM 
Tue 730 (LbS Nghfl &Ub/b 
CONSORT lESSONSAfecMsfB 
THE JUDAS TRS/ Tharp’s PUSH 

COMESTOSHOVE 



'Packing a 
Real Punch' 

. Illl. I I Ml'' : 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL 

0171 539 3212 


DANCE 


SADLER’S WELLS a fie 
PEACOCK THEATRE 
0171 314 8800 
PACO PENA HJWBfCO 
DANCE COMPANY 
“A vkUoao dtaplay” tad 
Undid Mar 
m Sui attom 


THEATRES 


ADELPHl 

ANDREW LLOYD WBBOTS 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Storing 

PEtUtA CLARK 
34Wt CfSOT CAHD BOOWNGS 
CALL 344 GOES (Uq to# 

GRP BOO®® 413 3302 **g he) 

No booting teteMetrt 
BwOficeCtoere 

fttcorWtfirtonnafion0)713798884 
«tavSat7A5 MasTlw S Sal 100 

SO saatoMd to ttiabM ofllca 
tan 12pm daBy 
MUST CLOSE STH APRIL 

AUBSIYTHEATRE BOftcc 0171 
369 1730IX344 4444,312 5068 (No 
tees) QpS 413 3321,3126069,436 
5688 ft9Mwstnra14Apd, 
0tHBl7tori 

GAHVWRJUOT ANN CRUMB 

In ' 

THE GOODBYE GffiL ! 

AMuseafFfay 

3oc* by Net Siron, Muse by Mann 
Haifisch. Lyocsby Dadd appsJ. , 
Aatoorri lyrics by Dan 8toA Bgs 
U»Fn 8pm. Wad Mai 3pm. 
Sats5&830pm._ 


AKarylHaata 

0171369170 (no tttHafl 

Tdramaas: 34*4444 »g to) 
EDME1ZZARD 
NSLUUUARKEY 
STEPHSi FROST 
SUN WEBSTER 

ONE W0KDIMP80V 

“On* Won! Copra* to ail (NT tod 

TufrSwBpm Untile M® 

Goad eaas gMaaBMa on Sui's 

ALDWYCH 0171416 GOOlccbkg 
fee 344 44W&W 0171 *168075 
3 OLIVER AWARD 
NOUNATUNS 

OANARGG QWDSUCHET 
tamWDALBS’S 
who's afraid of 

VIRGINIA WOOLF 
Off to Hawaii Daws 
-A MAJOR tffiURttL EVS4T Stf 
UMFGat7.1SpmStoUM2.16pm 
LAST 8 WEBB 

APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171415 
6055cc24nQ1713*44444(0171 
*23 0000Grps 416 607V-CT3 3321 

AnAmLkqrdWa&bM's 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
Whahnu&fenns I945da*y 
TueSStt3gnTri«tsfmmE1250 

APOLLO 0171 494 5070, 

C 01713<4 4444 IbkQfce) 

BEN ELTON'S 

POPCORN 

PnvtoKfran20Mari; 


ARTS THEATRE01718363334 

TED ROGERS 

■■asartewoittttwoiw 

DANNYftME 

ATHBUTCTO DANNY KAYE 
’1 Lured IT New ollha World 
EXTENDED T01 all MARCH 


CAMBR1DGE494 5009416 6080 
344 4444/420 0000 (+ Mg M 
Groups 404 5454 
416 6075/413 3321/438 5588 

GREASE 

"paal, tekiua, taUng A Am, 
«un,tun“Ditoor 
TICKETS AWUfflE APPLY DALYTO 
BOX OFFICE 

Ma>SN730cmWad&StoMal3pm 
COMEDY THEATRE 
0171368173W713444444 
Rob Morrow ki 

BIRDY 

Prewa»g(mm2BFeb : 

CROBHON 3691737/344 4444 
BEST COMEDY 
Uuenm OMarAward Nomine 

KEDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

TTO COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 

«37flbysh97Mht4es 

^mmiintaTTnyn 

Meta Hu M3. Set at 5 
Sun at 4, Ews at 8pm 
THE COMPLETE HSTORY OF 
AHB9CA (abridged) 
Tuesday at 8jm 

SEASON EXTENDS TO MAY1 

DOMMON 0171S5B16830990 
20402942800000Q led Gra416 
0099312193770000614903 

Tbe Ma gi c c om et afcre on ataga 

rasters 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

a tew MUSICAL 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SSccffflg tee)24te 7 days0771 *9* 
5009344 4444/420 0000 Grpa 49fl 
5454/4133311/3128000 

MBS SAIGON 

“TTffi CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR TEC 

now m rrs 

81H EXTRAORDINARY YEAW 
Ews 7.45 Mats Wed A 9* 3pm 
Good eatoa aval tor Wed Mat 
A some parts - apply BO. 
FORTREPHOWPOSTW. 
BOOKMQB A PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

P171A8* 5080 BKG Fig 
DUOffiSScc 0171494 5070 CC 344 

4444 (nob's taaJWBOOOO Mg tee) 
0171-41333Z1 Ews 8pm. Wad mm 
3pm. Stt 5pm A 830 
■ASAUWCOM6DY"ESBl 


DON’T DRESS 
FOR DINNER 


LAGT3WEBCS 
04 fl YEAR RUN 
rtortoWcrtdwMaTgi 


HSR MAJESTY'S Mr«4 5400 
[tog ftt) CC 344 4444/420 0000 (W| 
Grps 4B45454M133311/438 5568 
ANDREW LLOYD WBBEirS 
AWARD WHWG MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
TUB OPERA 
□ireettd by HAROLD PfWCE 
NOW BKQ TO HAY 97 
Ewe 7.45 Mas Wad A Sal 3.00 
Apriyu Bar OScedely tar nuns 


LONDON PAUADIUM BQ/CC 
0171484 5029344 4444 (El H S«V 
CM) 420 ODOOGips01714133321 
’’A MAJOR THEMRCAL EVENT MM 
‘YtOBBlT LINDSAYS FAGW B 
HJLL OF CHARM, WARMTH A 
GLEEFUL CRniDtAUTY. 
HE’S A HOOT D. Enp 
M 

OLIVER! 

3RD HRBNIEBSBLE YEAR 
llONELBARrS MASTBHHECE 
YOU CANT ASK R7R MOfC 
STmes 

Ews 730 M*b Wad ft Sat 230 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAL 
NOW POR WEEKDAY SERBS 


LYCEUM (£01716581806 
0990 500 809*200000044 4444 (tog 
tee) Grpo 4106076 
TIM RICE A 

AIOREW LLOYD WQBBTS 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sends SM<m Rnctag Dam 
Tl» Sptar D Tdegaph 
Ewe 7.46. Mas Wed A Sa 3 
(ho tog lae ter personal calm to B» 
lynunboioflce I0am8pn). 
Concessions tar nttweek trainees 
ere bootable in adraice 
line booking Ip Ssptemtnr 
Soma Saab autoat door Mon-Thu 


LYWC0775 484 5045 
cc42001093444444 Wig tee) 
"THE MOST 
UWRETH4HOUSLY 
BUOYMLE SHOW « 
IdONDOWTms 

BY JEEVES 

THE ALAN AYCKBOURN A 
AWREW LLOYD WQBB1 
MUSICAL 

“_HADTHEAUDra*CE 
BUCKU MgUPW TH 
LAUGHTSrind 
Bm 7 45k Mats Wads ASK 3pm 
COnoaa s on a arittMft 
MUST CLOSE 21FS 
Prior to NaBonalTonr 


MLACETHEATRE0171-4340909 
cc2«ra 8*g to) 017M44 4444 M 
tee) Ops 01714133311 
THE WORLDS MOOT POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

le smbbrablbb 

NOWMITSHTH 
RECORD4REAKMQ Y»R 
Bee 730 Mats 1hu&SM2J0 
LtoecamannotaiMied 
ufllettsMl 
LMTED NO. Of SEATS AVAL. 
DULY FROM BQKOmCE I 

PHOEMXBCUOC01713091733 
/344 4444/4200000 (IW j 

BEST MUSICAL 

□UedDramaAiHads 
RmsAnayaarfKrNiMBiAmidB ■ 
WILLY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

.Brings Swaudtoncetollaleat,, 
and roaring Re approvaT DUal i 
lOTHTTOUVnANTYEAR 
, Ews 7.45 MUs Thus 3pm Sat 4pm 
MOW BOOfOWG UNTIL JA*F8B 


To advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

Tel: 0171 6806222 
or tec 0171 4819313 


PICCADILLY 01713BB1734 
344 4444/420 0000 P4H4 I 

EwsaMtts«ted3&SaiS 
THE PETSt HALL COMPANY 
mien BOWLES 
CARm HB«r! 

SILVBU McGS 

BBC SYKES 

*iMofsB'9MadouscamBdy , 

THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES 1 

“POSmVH-Y GUTTER84G_ 
TWS IS AS GOOD AS IT GETS" , 


PRINCE OF WALES 01718395BB7 i 
Fte! Cal 4200000cc344 4444 Grps 
| 420 0200 teepHonareOO614003 

EOLMER AWARD , 
N09NNAT10N& MCLUDWG I 

OUTSTANDING 

I MUSICAL PRODUCTION ! 

“HOT FROM BROADWAY, A«31 
MEAN SMOKBf. ENOUGH 
ENBTGYTO aBCTRIFY A 
CITY.” D. MM ! 

| GRAMMY AWARD WBWN G 


DUCHESS 0171 «4 5075 « CC 
(notKgteej 

MAUREEN LIPMAN 
LIVE ft KIDDING 

ttom4«Mri»-34Pg»=SONLy 

FORTUNE 90&CC 0171836 
2238/3128033 

EWAN JAMES 

HOOPER 8WMONS 

Susan HOre 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by SteftojiMs I ataa 
"Iba meat BaMtaB and ch— ng 
ptaykryeara”DUtt 
NOW WITS arm YEAR 
MorvSai 0pm 
Mate Turn 3pm Sat 4pm 
Banning iteie21g« 

GAWBCKOirJ49«5OE*3T2!SS0 

rnobtafea) 

YHW0OF 
IB MAJOR AWARDS 
Ttor Royal Ntoknto Theota 
Prod u ction 

PP SUZANNE 

DQNAOIY BOTTOM 

BARRY STANTON 

JBPneatey’e 

AN INSraCTOR CALLS 
"TWBUJNG MUSTBESmr 
DMM 

“TWO HOURS OF 
ENTHRALLING, YISUALLY 
STUNNMG DRAMAD.Tel 
Mo^fti 7 *5. S*500&815. 
_ Wed mat 230 

GSBjGUO 0171494H57/ 4200000 
Ops 49* 5*54/420 0200 

ROMANCE, ROMANCE 

TerO f tor M uekrWt 
3o gootLihay nam ed tttortoe 
DonUBat Dam Mbri 
Ra«io>cmZ7FtfwaY 

HAYMAHCET 930 8800 potfcgfce) 
3444444/4200000 toBi Mg 
MorvSat 7.45pm fcbtsTlsjr 4 SM3|toi 

JESSICA LANGE 

HAGWnCENriWW 
TOBY BIOGEN 

STEPHENS STUBBS 

Tennessee WBHenHr’ 

ASTREETCAR 
NAMED IffiSBE 

drectedbyPtoarHtol 

nWHWUfclTABLFSTfla 

UBATTS APOLLO, 0171416 
6050M2000093414*44 (lee) 41S 
0D75'4365588Sipi(9eJ 

CUFF RICHARD 

in 

HKATHCUFF 

'Spectactder.vtawtoig'DUto 
_ Mua-SalBnm_ 


NATIONAL TTOATHE BO 0171 
i 3382252 Grps 017162Q074L 24tT 
CC Mg (ae 0171 420 0000. 

Please atow exua jamoy/paridng 
bme bsewn of mapr asdmte. 
OLIVER Today 200 4 715. Men 
715 GUYS AND DOLLS Music 
aad lyncs by Ranh Loesser. Book by 
Jo Storing 5 Me Burma 
LYTTELTON Today 2L1S & 730. 
Mon 730 DEATH OF A SALES¬ 
MAN Afltv Mter 
COTTESLOE Today 230 4 730. 
Mon 730 THE CRIPPLE OF 
BBSWWAN a new {toy by Harm 


SM0KEY JOE’S CAFE 

THE SONGS OF LBBBliSTOUffl 
DireaBdbyJenyZdB 

“amewcan cawmn meejs 
WEST SIDE STORY" E Sd. 
Mon-Sat Ootg Thu & Sal Mate 3 dct 


PRINCE EDWARD 01714475400 
nst Cal420 0100 CC 344 4444 
Grape 420 GBV 

Nombialed tar 4 OMar 


NEW LONDON Duy Law WCS BO 

0171 «50072CC01714044079 , 


mm 


cm 

B«s74&MUaTue&Sto300 
LATECXABBNOTADIBTTHJ 
WftEAUXTOffiUllEK 
MOnON. PLEASE BE PROMPT 
Bss open el 645 

U8RTH) NO. OF SEATS AVAL 
PAfl-YffiOM BOX OFFICE. 


OLD V1C01719287616 
2*1X420 0000 (no btg lee) 


BffiT NEW MUSICAL 

-BEAL POWER A PASSION 
ABLOCKBUSTSTD Td 
-A ERG MAraVKafTBBC 
MUSICAL A GREAT EVENMG 
OUT"STnws 

MARTINGUERRE 

BOTOU. A SCHQNBBlGrS 
“WStCALMA S TSCHECE* 
M Her Tito 

M»€M745UaBT1U&SK3t» 

NOWBOOWNGTOJANiaan 


ourars (tog tee) 48* 5049 
344 4444 GlBS 48* 504-06 SS8 


Fan torch* WASTE by Hariey I 
Ori eMa Qii tarwihPaaBi^e. | 
Ame Carajri. Alan Dutu. ftto i 
Godon.GregHt*8.ftfc*yferial, i 
OlgalMe.McWftniia0an.Jn« | 
Ckttyie.SertsQuley.aan 
Sertuna. Damhc1/tei.Andrw 
W 0 WW. Darid Yefantl I 

Bom Match tOCLDW NMEby 
Ca^fCtacWteDiMaoi Batty. 1 
JavttObutsle, TmMdnramy. , 
SfehenltoonaiClnSMitume, I 
O o rm c WatL Andrew WOOdal. 
From Mach 23 HlHlLYBURLYby , 
DwMWtowmQawtOaj 
Susamah Ckjyie. Apttt Qms, KMy 
Macdmld. atalwh McGown. 

Andy Satte. 7 day* a weak/10 
peris, a wMfc/12 ptoys In 
repertory. Mon-Sun U 730, Ttlf L | 
Sd mats 230 Sun tt 230tv * 00. ! 

TritotCIO-m_! 


OLD VIC01719287816 
ce 4070000 Jrattatea} 
TWOTHY SAMUB. 

WEST WEST 

and GARY WAUTHOFM 

HHffiYIV 

PARTS Iand8 
"-Bmaatondf-PId 
“Araaantdtog «Wwre*STd 

MorvSet 730 Tlur&Sd malSiia 

Una 22 Fab_ 


BEST NEW (XafEDY 

19S70UVIERAVKARDS 

GENE WILDER 

nNBLSMOMS 

LAUCSKRGN 
THE 23rd FLOOR 

'fiamesr night out nLondtn" 
Mews OtThe Watt 
Enesapm. Wed 230pm. Sa 4pn 


' END 1 MARCH 


EvBkTutotoSd730 I Mds WBd & 
Sd 300 price md 

Tlusat 300 storing 

MbnStont 

BwaalmtM London anaBOHMnt 
«nd« prior joWoddToJ. 


WYNDHAMS 3601736/344 4444 
BESrCOkEDY 
EwSteadtof/todde 
NQfWATBJFORS 
LAURENCE OUTER AWARDS 

-ART 

Anew pteybyYasmre (tea 
Trer& tay CMaytier Hnfton 
“F?y, midm or stall |uatap saa 
r'Mnrtofcllmas 
Bns8.MsteWad3.Ss&SuQ5 
NOW BOOKING TO 0CT4 


298,000 readers of this section go 
to the theatre at least once every 2/3 
months. 

To advertise in The Times theatre 
listings please cal] onr sales team 
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W hen Twyla Tharp 
made Pusn 
Comes to Shove 
for Mikhail Bar¬ 
yshnikov in 1976, its impact 
was enormous. The American 
Ballet Theatre audience was 
ecstatic; it knew it had just 
witnessed the birth of one of 
the most popular American 
ballets ever created. But even 
more important was the re- 


The experience has left Mrs 
Hart optimistic about the state 
of British theatre. “It is burst¬ 
ing with talenr on all fronts — 
from playwriting to direction 
— and there are plenty of 
innovative developments in 
productions. I personally 
think more new writing 
should be encouraged. Bat 
overall, theatre is definitely 
alive and kidting.” 

• Highlights of the Olivier 
A wants ceremony *vi/i be shown on 
B8C2 on Monday at 7.40pm 
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Royal Ballet 

Covent Garden 

birth of its star dancer. 
Baryshnikov, the supreme 
Russian classicist, had been 
reinvented as a Yankee hoofer. 

Two decades later, that ele¬ 
ment of surprise is king gone. 
But a new male dancer has 
emerged with something of 
Baryshnikov's virtuosity and 
charisma. His name is 
Tetsuya Kmnakawa, and he is 
why Tharp has given her 
ballet to Ccrvenl Garden. 

Unlike Baryshnikov, the 
Japanese-bom Kmnakawa is 
not a lofty ballet prince in need 
of an image makeover. But. 
like his Russian predecessor, 
Kmnakawa can leap arid pir¬ 
ouette like no one else an 
earth. So Push Comes to 
Shove could have been made 
for him, too. 

The ballet opens with a 
Prelude in which a bowler- 
hatted Kmnakawa struts and 
swaggers around the stage to 
the ragtime music of Joseph 
Iamb. The jarzy choreogra¬ 
phy is sexy and syncopated, 
like the rhythms of the music. 

Then, without warning, we 
are thrown bade 200 years to 
Haydn’s Symphony No 82 
fTbe Bear”) and our loveable 
rogue launches himself into a 
dizzying demonstration of 
dassical pyrotechnics, deliv¬ 
ered with an impish noochar 
lance. Of course he can do this, 
the choreography seems to be 
saying, but let's not take this 
ballet thing too seriously. 

Kmnakawa, the centrepiece 




“A new male dancer with something of 
spectacular Tetsuya Kmnakawa with Sarah 


imkovscharisma and vmuosiqr: the 
in Twyia Tharp’s JPasA Comes to Shove 


of a work, filled with women, is 
given two ballerinas in partic¬ 
ular: Ids "big and little dates”. 
His little date is Sarah Wild or. 
who leads the ensemble in 
Movement B looking every 
inch the dainty leading lady. 
Movement IB belongs to his 
big date, Darcey Bussell, a 
Forties glamour girt whose 
strength and sdf-assuranoe 
are more than a match for our 
womanising hero. At one point 
Kmnakawa almost drowns in 
tite sea of femininity^ but 
emerges victorious when — 


bowler hats flying—tire ballet 
comes to a euphoric end. . 

The language is classical, 
but the mne is cocky. Tharp 
peppers her choreo gra phy 
with die sort of sfliy gestures 
children might exchange in 
tiie sdwolyaitL Hie symmetry 
of batiet jsthrownofrcffldreat 
giddying speeds; the athletics 
of dfflice are shamelessly high¬ 
lighted; and the sobriery af 
dassrasm ' is deflated by 
Thatp^s cheeky conanentaiy. 

It's all %aod fun..But more 
than that, it’s also good, for the 


raphy flatters the dancers and 
finds new facets of their per¬ 
forming personalities to de¬ 
light us. Her ballet reveals 
that Wildar has a seise of 
humour, that Bussell is even 
more grown-up than we 
thought, and that although 
Kmnakawa doesn't yet have 
the dramatic depth of 
Baryshnikov, he is the most 
amazing dancer on the Covent 
Garden stage. 

Debra Craine 
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GHOST 
OF 

AYRTON 

SENNA 


The cause of Ayrton Senna’s fatal crash is still a 
mystery. Tomorrow, The Sunday Times Magazine 

reveals intriguing new evidence 
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OPINION 


THEATRE 1 


will they 
think of next? 
Dame Kiri Te 
Kanawa goes 
trilling in 
the Outback 



v 


A walk on the 
wild side? Not 
exactly, but 
Heathcliff 
seems to keep 
the fans happy 


ARTS 



THEATRE 2 


The surreal 
circus acts 
of WoWs World 
make for a 
crazy evening 
in Manchester 



ON MON 


How to make 
English Patiei 
and the Germ; 
happy: Geoff 
Brown at the 
Berlin Him Fe 


S orry, but this article is to be 
read only by very rich and 
completely mad opera-lowrs 
travel to the 
other side of the world, so that rhev 

SL?“ m ^"g desert hS 
Jstemng to a soprano belting out 
her favourite bits of Puccini. They 
w^ also, en passant, be encour¬ 
aged to consume emu pate, kanga¬ 
roo tail soup, camej sa i ami ^ 

—" d ^) raaes of Antipodean 
anstne. Oh yes, and they must be 
fiwto travel to the .Australian 
Outback tn late September - and 
” av ® a , gold-plated credit card 
naiKjy, because this bizarre expe¬ 
dition is going to cost them plenty. 
Camel salami doesn’t grow on 
trees, you know. 

Still with me? ] thought so. You 
don’t have to be crazy to read The 
Times arts pages, but it helps. lam 
referring, of course, to Dame Kiri 
Te Kanawa’s latest inspired career 
move. The Prince of Wales's 
favourite operatic diva is planning 
to give an outdoor concert in 
Yalkarinha Gorge. Er. where? 
Well, you turn north out of 


Chablis and camel with your aria? 


Adelaide, fallow the track ... and 
stop afterabout 350 miles. Just like 
going to Glyndeboume, really, 
except you should allow a bit more 
time after crossing the Thames. . 

Anyway, Dame Kiri is tfarflied 
by her new, rustic concert venue. “I 


shall be singing in the heart of 
Australia. A Kiwi in dream time." 


she purrs. 

Indeed she wflL And roughing it 
with the best of them, it seems. 
“Dame Kiri is gong to camp for 
the weekend.” exclaims an exrited 
impresario. The spectacle of this 


grandest of grand-opera dames' 
anting-the old billy for a good ' 


brew-up—perhaps arrayed in one 
of her favourite Versace creations 
— should be worth the price of 
admission alone. And 15,000 fans 
are expected to trek into the bush 
and pay up to £350 a ticket to see 
her performance. 

Nevertheless, the Australians 


say that the Yalkarinha Gorge 
concert is “just a rehearsal" for a 
much bigger event planned in the 
Outback to coincide with the 
Sydney Olympics in 2000. Oh no: 
is this a cue for our old friends, the 
Three Tenors, to come thundering 
over the dosty horizon from the 
Bulabunga sheep-shearing sta¬ 
tion. perhaps riding in chariots 
drawn by specially reinforced 

wallabies? I can hardly wait. 

. Once again, however, one fears 
that Britain has been left behind in 
the race to take arias into the Great 
Outdoors. Do we not have a 
homeless opera company on chit 
hands for the next two years? 
Instead Of dashing between the 
Barbican, the Albert Hall and my 
auntie’s spare bedroom, perhaps 
our own Royal opera should be 
planning to SLits temporary' exile 
from-.Covent Garden with some 
spectacular expedition, Kanawa- 



I am sure that one of our wacky 
young directors would rise to the 
challenge. 


N ow, what do we make of 
lain Sproafs brilliant bid 
to win die election for the 
Tories? In a move that will send 
shockwaves through Labour’s 
ranks, the National Heritage Min¬ 
ister has suggested that the British 
Library should receive riot only a 
copy of every book published in 
Britain, but also every recording, 
film, video and CD-Rom. He is 
dearly worried that posterity will 
be unable to form a rounded view 
of the Golden Age of British 
Culture presided over by 1. Sproar 
and V. Bottomley if. by some 
horrible mischance, the tapes of 
Blind Date have been swallowed 
in the mists of time. 

Great idea, Sproaty! The coun¬ 
try has just spent 20 years, and 


RICHARD MORRISON 


style, into the natural world. How 
about a production in situ of 
Strauss’s discarded early sketch. 
Salome of the Antarctic? Or 
perhaps that tittle-known Wag¬ 
nerian epic, Lohengrin of Arabia? 


more than £500 million, building 
the new British Library. If has 
been one of the "biggest fiascos in 
British public life since ... well, 
since the last one. But at last it is 
finished. Now the minister decides 
he wants to squeeze about fen 
million CDs and a few hundred 
thousand films onto its shelves. 

. Is this the squirrel mentality 
gone mad? We should actually go 
the other way: there is for too 
much stuff going into our five 
national copyright libraries. The 
British Library receives 500,000 
new publications a year. And we 
do already have national archives 
covering records, film and TV, 

Of course the idea of a "store¬ 
house of all knowledge" is a fine, 
ancient concept The trouble is that 
mankind’s accumulated know¬ 
ledge now vastly exceeds the 
capacity of any conventional store¬ 
house. Electronic storage is the 


answer, but the task of trar 
ring existing primed mane 
daunting, and there are r 
unresolved legal problems. 

1 believe that 90 per cent of 
the British Library receives c 
be chucked straight in the bin 
then, my view of copyright ti 
ies was warped at a tender ag 
an undergraduate I wasted h 
in the tearoom of the L/nivt 
Library in Cambridge, discu: 
the delirious rumour that the 
vast tower {to which access 
highly restricted) housed 
volumes of ail the girlie maga 
ever published, plus unim; 
ably detailed erotic novels sir 
ing back to the dawn of time. 

To this day I have no 
whether this is true. But l i 
pass through Cambridge wi 
lifting my eyes to that ma 
Giles Gilbert Scon tower - 
very symbol of Cambridge's 
lastic pre-eminence — and 
gling at the thought that, 
inside, some stem libraria 
standing guard over the wt 
greatest collection of pin-ups. 


A hit with 


DONALD COOPra 


the missus 


W ear a blue rinse; 

my editor sug¬ 
gested. fearing I 
might otherwise 
be mistaken for one of the 
critics who had trashed this 
clumsy, sentimental collabor¬ 
ation between Emily Bronte 
and Cliff Richard at its pre¬ 
miere in Birmingham, and 
been lynched by a mob of 
matronly Cliffh angers. 

Well. I stuck to my normal 
grey-brown, and ended up 
none the worse. The ladies 
were too busy cheering, and 
rushing en masse to the foot¬ 
lights to -fire off the cameras 
we had been forbidden to use, 
to. notice us reviewers corking 
up our bottles of vitriol and 
sneaking back to our lairs. 

Whatever I add to the opin¬ 
ions expressed last October, 
nice or nasty, will make no 
difference. Cliff's Heathdiff is 
critic-proof, and dearly ap¬ 
peals to more than the azure- 
tinted. On Thursday Ham¬ 
mersmith’s vast Apollo was 
packed to its garish gills with 
the mix of ages, sexes, faces 
and clothes you see in any 
British shopping malL and is 
likely to remain so until the 
musical doses in ApriL You 
could hardly buy a Heathdiff 
sweatshirt or button-nosed 
Heathcliff teddy-bear, such 
was the throng at the sales 
counter at half-time. 

And Cliff himself? My col¬ 
leagues had a good time in 
Brum suggesting that Percy 
Como had been cast as the 
Antichrist. Max Bygraves as 
Titus Andronicus, Peter Pan 
as Captain Hook. Julie An¬ 
drews as Lady Macbeth and. 
bizarrely, John Major as a 
colonel in the French Foreign 
Legion. If they had described 
him as George Carey’s defini¬ 
tive Caliban, or Bo Peep’s 
CrueUa De Vil. they could not 
have been more withering or 
implied he was less 
wuthering. 


Heathdiff 
Apollo, W6 


Actually, he is for from tire 
weakest component in what,- 
Jet’s admit is a creaky mecha¬ 
nism. How could as fine a 
director -, as Frank Dunlop 
have done so little aureate the 
BrontS energy and feel? True, 
the Apollo stage is large 
enough to make Texas lode 
tiny and transform a 19-person 
company into a playgroup of 
Lilliputians; but Yorkshire 
cannot be evoked by a-funy 
walkway and the sort of ersatz 
rockery you find doubling as a 
fairy grotto in children’s play¬ 
grounds. Tlie stay lacks mo¬ 
mentum, . tension, force, 
danger, sex. and much else.-- 
Ovenniked voices come out of 
loudspeakers the wrong side 
of the stage. It would be an 
exaggeration to say that John 
Farrart-music is pop pap so 
lacking in pep it wotdd give a 
pup the. pip: but 1 wanted to 
show I could match Tim Rice’s 
lyrics for linguistic power. 

"Was he the devil incarnate, 
or a misunderstood man?" 
Rice asks, and Cliff gives the 
expected answer. He is more 
victim of Yorkshire's demurely 
waltzing nobs than villain, 
and more thwarted lover than 
obsessed stalker. But he 
scowls, snarls, roars and wails 
with more commitment than 
he reportedly produced in 
Birmingham, and might be 
still more effective if he were 
not sidetracked by spurious 
journeys to scenic Africa. Chi¬ 
na and India. He is, as his 
name forewarns, only half a 
Heathdiff — - but isn’t that 
better than being none at all? 



Alive, but not as we know 


Cliff Richard —here with Helen Hobson (Cathy) — is not the worst part of Heathcliff 


THE world of Emil Wolk is a 
strange place in which to 
spend an evening. According 
to the programme notes, his 
latest play is set in the "deep 
recesses of the company’s 
mind*. For most of us ft is set 
in David Ultz’s magnificent 
circus tent erected inside the 
Royal Exchange’s temporary 
home at Upper Campfield 
Market (The IRA blew up the 
old Exchange last year.) 

Here Ben Keaton’s wispy- 
haired ringmaster introduces 
us to a motley cast of circus 
acts. Toly Sedgwick’s Kaspar, 
the insane tumbler, hobbles 
about on crutches pretending 
he’s Napoleon. Madame 
Kazeer, the voluptuous mid¬ 
dle-aged clairvoyant is mut¬ 
ton dressed as ostrich feathers. 
Joe Montana’s Superman 
owes more tn camp than 
beefcake crusaders. 

And „the young, would-be 
gymnast Wolk? Barely have 
we tumbled through the open¬ 
ing routine (a small trampo¬ 
line jump on to a large fot 
mattress) than the adolescent 


Wolk’s World 
Manchester 


Wolk. played by the indestruc¬ 
tible-looking Miltof YeroF 
emou, breaks his neck. 
Suddenly. Wolk’s world 
lurches into a fantasy realm 
-where anything goes, most of 
it kitsch dreus acts and saucy 
seaside cabaret 

Far from cramping his style, 
death proves a great liberator 
for young Wolk, who spends 
the rest of the show pursuing a 
vision of Joan of Arc. Jacque¬ 
line Varsey plays the saint’s 
earthly counterpart on ballet 
pointes, or singing lines such 
as “Life is full of wonder till 
you’re six feet under" with 
operatic sincerity. They are 
comically and pointedly ill- 
matched. 

That Wolk. the director (he 
doesn’t act in this show), uses 
this whimsical relationship as 
his central plank, says much 
about the rest of his produc¬ 
tion. Instead of a plot, his cast 


revels in being dodga 
impostors. They war 
melodramatic sweat se 
a hopeless love scena 
sidetrack us with carta 
chases, water fight 
front-row flirting. 

Interest in these ri 
suffers over the twt 
quarter hours. The: 
however, bizarre cor 
tions. Geraldine Mt 
deliciously desperati 
dame (Career is fanti 
over the top. And ti 
droll Keaton excels, 
he gives a wonderful 
pletely false impress) 
he is in charge. 

WollCs World is « 
excuse to make anc 
rules, a place where \ 
thrown together in the 
making inspired oonr 
The problem with this 
that you invariably 
with a lot of blown ft) 
are lucky that Wolk ii 
electrician. 
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Why the Mail 
should make 
us all uneasy 

Michael Bdoff says the finality of 
verdicts is threatened by the press 


A n allegation of murder is as 
serious a libel as can be 
envisaged. A banner head¬ 
line in a national newspaper is as 
extensive an act of publication as 
can be imagined. Such a coinci¬ 
dence only usually occurs after a 
jury in a criminal trial have 
pronounced a verdict of guilty. 

Yet the Daily Mail has levelled 
the charge of murder against five 
named white youths, who, the 
paper asserts, were guilty of delib¬ 
erately stabbing to death the black 
teenager Stephen Lawrence in a 
racist attack in April 1993. This is 
despite the fact that the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) had ear¬ 
lier announced that there was 
“insufficient evidence" to proceed 
against any of diem, and three of 
the five had been formally acquit¬ 
ted at a private prosecution (one of 
only four this century) subsequent¬ 
ly brought; two had been dis¬ 
charged at the committal hearing 
by magistrates. 

A defamatory statement can be 
defended by a plea of justification 
(or truth). According to common 
law in England (although not in 
New Zealand), a criminal convic¬ 
tion was inadmissible in civil 
proceedings as evidence of the fact 
that the person convicted commit¬ 
ted the offence in question, the so- 
called rule in Hollington ». 
Hawthorn. The celebrated robber 
Alfie Hinds exploited this loophole 
in a famous case in 1963: but it was 
filled by Parliament in the Civil 
Evidence Act 1968. Section 13 
creates a conclusive presumption in 
libel proceedings that a person 

convicted, once his of- -_ 

fence has been proved, 
shall conclusively be tak- Prejud 
en to have committed the has a 

offence in question. 

Such a defence, how- been II 
ever, would not be avail- nn . u, 
able to the Daily Mail in . 

these cases, where its Daily 

very complaint is that 3 *-^ 

there was no conviction. 

Nor could justification RH fiXc 

be based on the verdict 0 f a 
returned earlier this . 

week at the resumed pnenor 

coroner's inquest into the rviudi 

Lawrence death at J * 

Southwark Coroner’s 
Court of “unlawful killing". Not 
only does unlawful killing cover all 
cases of homicide — and not just 
murder — but the verdict of the 
coroner's jury cannot be relied 
upon in a civil court to establish 
that it was correctly returned. 

Why then has foe Daily Mail 
taken the risk? It has in effect 
invited the five named youths to test 
the matter in a court of law. Its 
headline challenges “if we are 
wrong, let them sue us". Since legal 
aid is not available for libel suits, 
there may be little chance of the 
gauntlet being taken up -- al¬ 
though the youths are consulting 
their solicitors. But if it was^ it 
would, of course, be open to the 
Daily Mail to adduce evidence to 
prove that what it said was true. 
Parliament did not accept in 1968 
the recommendation of the Law 
Reform Committee that in defama¬ 
tion proceedings, evidence of an 
acquittal should be conclusive evi¬ 
dence of innocence. 

The CPS under its code had to be 
satisfied that there was enough 
evidence to provide “a realistic 
prospect of conviction" against 
each defendant on each charge: and 
hence to consider both the admissi¬ 
bility and the reliability of the 
available evidence. It had to re¬ 
member that in criminal proceed- 


Prejudgment 
has always 
been frowned 
on; but the 
Daily Mail 
article is 
an example 
of a new 
phenomenon; 
rejudgment 


is "beyond reasonable doubt". 

The Daily Mail is not restricted 
to th e evidence considered by the 
CPS; and would bear in mind that 
it would need to justify on the civil 
standard of "balance of probabili¬ 
ties" only, although the courts have 


constantly reiterated that the more 
serious the matter that has to be 
proved even in civil litigation, the 
more convincing must the evidence 
be to support it In reality there may 
be very little difference between 
what would be required to prove 
murder in the civil as distinct from 
the criminal courts. 

There is a more significant 
dimension to the whole affair. The 
deliberate provocation of libel pro¬ 
ceedings by persons who otherwise 
have fear that wrongdoing may not 
be exposed at all in a court of law is 
not noveL There are two celebrated 
examples in modem times. The 
first was the challenge laid down by 
the Marquess of Queensberry to 
Oscar Wilde when he publicly 
accused the writer of “posing as a 
.sodomite". The fateful acceptance 
of that challenge set Wilde on the 
road to Reading Jail. 

In 1925, one Peter Wright wrote 
disparagingly of the then dead 
Libera] statesman WJv. Gladstone, 
alleging that his public moral 
posture was at odds with his 
private interest in prostitutes. 
Gladstone’s son wrote a series of 
letters to the secretary of the Bath 
Club, in which he accused Wright 
of being a “liar and a coward". His 
motive was transparent Since no 
libel proceedings can be brought on 
behalf of a dead person, the . 
defamer had to be made a plaintiff, 
not a defendant The ruse succeed- ; 
ed. Wright sued for the libd in the = 
letters: but the jury held that the 
defence of Lord Gladstone was 
made out Wright was a liar and a 
coward. The late Prime Minister's 
_ reputation was posthum¬ 
ously burnished. 

gment There are other in- 
[wavs stances of die dial law, 

y apart from libel being 

owned used in substitution of, 

it the or correction for, the 

criminal law. OJ. Simp- 
Mail son had awarded against 

js him compensatory and 

punitive damages at a 
tmple guff of the families of the 

a ew victims, whom the jury 

in the criminal trial had 
Qenon: earlier determined dial 

(ment he had not murdered. 

1 Indeed, Stephen Law¬ 

rence’s family, encour¬ 
aged by the inquest verdict, are said 
to be starting a dvil action for com¬ 
pensation against the five youths. 

Tt is natural to feel a sense of 
unease that guilty persons may 
walk free, or indeed never have to 
stand in the dock. But such reaction 
should be accompanied by a sense 
of unease when matters that should 
properly be before the criminal 
courts form the actual or potential 
subject matter of dvil proceedings, 
or where die verdicts of the crimi¬ 
nal courts are. for whatever reason, 
not held to be final. 

P rejudgment has always been 
frowned upon in English 
Jaw, as the strict rules on 
contempt of court illustrate. If the 
Daily Mail had published the 
present article at a time when any 
hearing of the Lawrence family's 
dvil claim had been arranged, the 
newspaper would have been vul¬ 
nerable to proceedings under the 
Contempt of Court Act 1981 on the 
basis that the publication created a 
substantial risk of serious prejudice 
to the course of justice in that 
forthcoming dvil trial. 

The growing phenomenon of 
which the Daily Mail article is an 
example may be classified as 
rejudgment: the same paper pur¬ 
sued the same polity in hinting 
strongly that Colin Stagg was the 
murderer of Rachel NickeU. Is it 
any more desirable? Finality is not 
the only value in any mature legal 
system, but it is a significant one. 

Michael J. Belqff. QC. is President 
of Trinity College, Oxford 


Bottoms up 


AS HERITAGE Minister, Virginia 
Bonombsy■ has shown an impres¬ 
sive enthusiasm for her brief and. 
despite the prospect of a labour 
government, she doesn’t appear to 
be letting up. After bumping into 
some painters recently, she re¬ 
quested membership of the Chelsea 
Arts Club. TTtey are considering 



Bottomley: clubbable 


her request and word is that she 
will be made an honorary member, 
joining die likes of John Cleese and 
Damien HirsL 

The Arts Club, an institution 
populated by florid-faced artisans 
who would be at home in a 
Breughel painting, has a long 
waiting list and Virginia's mem¬ 
bership is likely to be contentious. 

However, when presenting the 
£10,000 Hunting Art Prize to 
Martin Fuller, a fine draughtsman, 
earlier this month she found she 
was surrounded by dub members. 
So she applied for membership 
there and then — acknowledging 
with sdf-effaOTg concern that she 
might not be directly concerned 
with the arcs for much longer. 

Yesterday the dub, which insists 
on artistic pedigree for its mem¬ 
bers, refused to discuss the matter. 
Mrs Bottomley herself was also 
unavailable. When she shows up 
for her first night at the bar, 
however, she should bane up for 
some pretty sharp words freon 
members on the hot topic of 
abolishing business rates on art¬ 
ists’studios. 


Golden idols won’t 


___ ; . • .... _ THE TIMES SATURDAY FEBRUARY 151997 

Pop culture is not Christianity, says Roger Scruton, whatever the Church of England ma y say 
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oblivion, soon to have no more what Pmerely 

living foDowers than the gods erf God is our creation, and can be judgment, of our own unworthi- they can be together in the presence Idolatry pares therefore 

Greece and Rome. Faith without manufactured in whatever form we ness, and of the fragility of human of God! Young people therefore live human uponJJjJJv —theobiect 

hope is empty, just as hope without choose. The solemn and inherited nature. It is inherently painful for a in a state of deep frustration, the automatically 
faith is blind. And hope needs more language of the sacred text is there young person to sit through the old origin Of which is unknown to of woremparwrojni 
than other-worldly promises: it to remind us of eternity, and of the service of Holy Coramunion, even them, since nobody has provided -dawn sentiment mat m 

must find its living symbol in the absent generations who stand in- if the outoameis a kind of catharsis, them with the concepts, the fan- ing higher than tne numaii^^ 

here and now, in other words, in visibly among us as we worship. as the experience of God’S mercy is guage or the rituals which would nothing max standsm juagnrci 

tile minds and faces of the young. Moreover, the Anglican Church renewed. Without external pres- convey the missing idea. The over us. Idolatry - 

But we should remind ourselves owes its identity to our national sures the young will avoid a church temptation is to construct a new delinquency — ana w “* ... 

of certain truths. The Christian history and culture. Its revelation of where the Book of Common Prayer form of worship from the debris of nutshell, is the comiraOTi in wu™ 

religion has been enshrined in God's purpose is adapted to the is the daily- diet, and where the popular culture, to give the young we find ourselves. u mejui 

sacred liturgies and texts, which spiritual needs of English-speaking language, music and ritual are religion by making a religion of are to restore faltn ana nopen) ^ 

resist emendation since they define people. If tiie Anglican Church is remote from anything they encoun- what they already have. - young, they must find tne means 

our experience of God, and have severed from its history, it loses its ter in the world outside. In the National Gallery hangs not only of attracting young peopje 

acquired an aura of the holy and peculiar moral standing. That is the painting which captures this to church, but of making them 

the untouchable. This has beorx true why so many people objected to the n such circumstances, what are predicament: Poussin’S sublime de- uncomfortable when triQf grt mere, 

of the King James Bible and the New English Bible and the Altema- • I the clergy to do? Many young picticn of the Adoration of the Lord Runcie is surely right to 

Book of Common Prayer, the two five Service Book: not because they JL people grow up in a spiritual Golden Calf. The Israelites are warn us against mistaking togeth- 

great pillars of the old Anglican were doctrmally unsound, but void, without faith or hope. Their dancing around die idol in poses of erness far worship. But u the old 

C hurch - It has been true also of the because they detached the Church hold on moral truth is tenuous. • abandon. The priest has persuaded rituals are no longer intelligible to 

Hebrew Bible and the Sacred from the culture which had grown Their culture, if that is the word for them that the instincts enshrined in the young, with what voice can the 

Service; of the Mass in its Triden- around it, and which made it part it, is a culture of soundbites and their popular culture are sufficient clergy speak to them? In such 
tine form; of the Koran and the of the English way of life. quick fixes in which violent and to redeem them, that this lustful circumstances, it seems to me, the 

sacred texts of the Hindus and the There is no doubt that the Book sexual images play a leading part, dancing in a happy crowd is the Church has one overriding duty. 

Buddhists. To amend and update a of Common Prayer is not only more But human beings are disposed by essence of religion, which makes no. which is to cease pandering to a 
religious text or ritual is to solemn, but also more severe than. nature to pay homage to the holy higher demand. And their faces popular culture rotten with idola- 

jeopardise its holiness. It is to its replacements. It repeatedly re- and the numinous, and to seek for shine with relief: the relief of those try, and to stand once again in 

awaken the thought that perhaps minds us of God’s authority and ceremonial gatherings in which who have escaped from judgment judgment over it 


God is our creation, and can be 
manufactured in whatever form we 
choose. The solemn and inherited 
language of the sacred text is there 
to remind us of eternity, and of the 
absent generations who stand in¬ 
visibly among us as we worship. 

Moreover, the Anglican Church 
owes its identity to our national 
history and culture. Its revelation of 
God’s purpose is adapted to the 


people. If the Anglican Church is 
severed from its history, ft loses its 
peculiar moral standing. That is 
why so many people objected to the 
New English Bible and the Alterna¬ 
tive Service Book: not because they 
were doctrinal!)' unsound, but 
because they detached the Church 
from the culture which had grown 
around it, and which made it part 
of the English way of life. 

There is no doubt that the Book 
of Common Prayer is not only more 
solemn, but also more severe than 
its replacements. It repeatedly re¬ 
minds us of God’s authority and 


judgment, of our own unworthi¬ 
ness, and of the fragility of human 
nature It fa inherently painful for a 
young person to sit through the old 
service of Holy Communion, even 
if the outcome is a kind of catharsis, 
as the experience of God’S mercy is 
renewed. Without external pres¬ 
sures the young will avoid a church 
where the Book of Common Prayer 
is tiie daily- diet, and where the 
language, music and ritual ate 
remote from anything they encoun¬ 
ter in the world outside. 

I n such circumstances, what are 
the clergy to do? Many young 
people grow up in a spiritual 
void, without faith or hope. Their 
hold on moral truth fa tenuous. 
Their culture, if that is the word for 
it, fa a culture of soundbites and 
quick fixes in which violent and 
sexual images play a leading part 
But human beings are disposed by 
nature to pay homage to the holy 
and the numinous, and to seek for 
ceremonial gatherings in which 


they can be together in the presence 
of God: Young people therefore live 
in a state of deep frustration, the 
origin erf which is unknown ID 
them, since nobody has provided 
them with the concepts, the lan¬ 
guage or tiie rituals which would 
convey the missing idea. The 
temptation is to construct a new 
form of worship from the debris of 
popular culture, to give the young 
religion by making a religion of 
what they already have. - 
In the National Gallery hangs 
the jpainting which captures this 
predicament: Poussin’S sublime de¬ 
piction of the Adoration of the. 
Golden Calf. The Israelites are 
dancing around the idol in poses of 
abandon. The priest has persuaded 
them that the instincts enshrined in 
their popular culture are sufficient 
to redeem them, that this lustful 
dancing in a happy crowd fa the 
essence of religion, which makes no 
higher demand. And their faces 
shine with relief: the relief of those 
who have escaped from judgment 


Is this Voltaire’s last halloo? 

I do not like hunting, but I will defend the right of 3»*j£g* 

Macclesfield in Cheshire. , _ . , .1 • . t . - 1 , nartiv from some vague anthropo- 

The sun was bright but coimteyrneri to pursue their traditional sport wouldnotuketobe 


E arly fast Saturday 1 was 
driving down a lane near 
Macclesfield in Cheshire. 
The sun was bright but 
low and mist filled hollows in the 
countryside. As I mined a comer 1 
faced an astonishing sight. Down 
the slope towards me advanced an 
English fox-hunt at full trot and In 
foil regalia. The Cheshire Forest 
Hunt was setting out from B titles, 
some SO strong and preceded by its 
hounds. This fa wealthy country. 
Riders and horses were magnifi¬ 
cent, the spectacle exhilarating. 
Trollope was right Every land¬ 
scape needs a hunt 
Really? By the end of the day, 
Cheshire had seen the worst fight¬ 
ing in recent hunt history. Police 
were camped on every verge. 
Huntsmen had been assaulted, 
roads blocked, cars and trailers 
smashed and 60 people arrested. 
The last big weekend of the season 
saw unprecedented violence from 
more than 100 hunt saboteurs. The 
county was besieged by virulent 
balaclavas, apparently set on caus¬ 
ing such mayhem as to render 
hunting no longer worth the hassle. 
For die rest of the day I encountered 
bedraggled, mud-spattered’riders 
dispersed across tiie county. The 
splendour of the morning was 
gone. The Charge of tiie light 
Brigade had become a retreat into 
the gloaming. The hunter had been 
hunted. 

I have not the slightest interest in 
this sport I do have a strong and 
principled aversion to endangering 
a living creature, namely myself. 
Galloping rough across country fa 
proof positive that some people 
yearn to cheat medical science by 
tilting the scales of life back 
towards the Grim Reaper. From 
what I saw in Cheshire last 
weekend, insurance salesmen 
should give the county a wide 
berth. 

Nor do I derive any pleasure 
from the act of killing. 1 do not feel 
Dickens’S "passion for hunting 
something, deeply implanted in the 
human breast". Perhaps dty living 
has fed me too Ear down the 
evolutionary tree from hunting- 
gathering. The country fa a primi¬ 
tive business and its baser instincts 
are made no more acceptable by 
being vaguely attributed to Mother 
Nature. I regard people who de¬ 
light in killing as. in this respect, 
weird. 

Their metaphysics are even 
weirder. Melvyn Bragg, one of the 
“luwies on horseback", recently 
defended hunting on the Argument 
from Painlessness. Benefiting from 
some telepathic implant. Mr Bragg 
assures us that foxes feel no agony. 



“rights" are philosophical gjbber- 
. fah, Cruelty to animals upsets us 
partly from some vague anthropo¬ 
morphism — "I would not like to be 
treated that way"—partly because 
we liar the cruelty might somehow 
be extended from animals to hu¬ 
man beings. Fox-hunting is not 
required for food or safety. Is there 
not something abhorrent in this 
ritual of pink coats, tally-hos, gone- 
aways. kills and bloodings? To 
many townspeople, hunting un¬ 
leashes the dark side of human 
nature. It is upmarket bear-baiting, 
an animalian Ku-Klux-Klan that 
must rot the humanity of its 
practitioners. 

; I might agree with all of this, yet 
still plead Voltaire from the roof¬ 
tops. To daim that what the 
Cheshire, the Quom or tiie Beau- 
fort do to tiie lungs of faxes 
remotely affects my existence is 

- absurd. To suggest that huntsmen 
are so slmk in bestiality as to need 
protecting from becoming serial 
kfllers fa no less ridiculous. To 
pretendthat tiie hunting I saw last 

-weekend threatens British civilisa¬ 
tion. and must therefore be de- 

- dared-- criminal, fa out of all 
proportion to. the cruelty involved. 
There are worse cruelties aplenty. 
Hunting is merely an easy target 

' for those Who see in it all that they 
dislike about the landed (or nowa¬ 
days the moneyed) classes. 


However cruel their hunting instinct may seem, foxhounds are part of traditional British rural life 


H unting fa what some 
country people do. Its 
moral content fa unaf¬ 
fected by whether they 
are rich or poor, toffs or yobs, beef- 
Tunderers or useckar salesmen. 
Landowners consent to this activity 
or they'would not tolerate it If the 
Government owns countryside, 
then it should do so in accordance 
with the wishes of tenants or 
residents in tiie neighbourhood, not 
in towns. This fa subsidiarity. fox¬ 
hunting fa a traditional sport at 
rural Britain. I am sure urban 
Britain does things to animals that 
might deeply offend country folk. 
(In my part of town we poison rats 
' horribly, neuter cockroaches, boil 
lobsters and shoot and rob the nests 
of Canada geese.) f expect country 
people to keep their noses out of my 
leisure pursuits. The least 1 can do 
fa keep mine out of theirs. 

• Which means that for Labour to 
offer a "free vote in government 
time" to a fox-hunting ban defies 
that party’s albeit patchy tradition 
of moral libertarianism. It fa the 
new centralism with yet another 
twist . So does this mean that I 
would un-ban the equally tradition¬ 
al, Imtvrorkirig-ciass, blood sport of 
cockfighting? If that fa what people 
who live in the cockfighting parts of 
the country really want, yes. 


suppose 


they find the bunt exciting. I 
e tiie amalgamated trade 


union of foxes and wolves might 
say the same of chickens and 
lambs. Such hypotheses are 
untestable. 

The Argument from Pest Control 
fa even odder. Foxes in die country 
are like dogs in town, pests that 
people do not really want sup¬ 
pressed. The fox could soon be 
rendered extinct with the aid of 
terriers, traps and 
guns. Ask Troi- 
lope’s Duke of f* 

Omnium. But \ 

then there would L fffA /fit 

be none to hunt * 7 m 

The argument f / 

was shot to pieces I /j4/f 

by the Master of f £/ / A/Y A A/ 

the Beaufort last 
week. “Stop us „ — 

hunting and I 
guarantee there wouldn’t be one fox 
left in 12 months," he said. As for 
the Argument from Employment— 

Britain's 150 hunts daim to support 
65.000 jobs — I suppose bear- 
baiting and witch-burning created 
jobs. That hardly engages the 
moral issue. 

Hunting has always been its own 



•Some drink coffee and smoke, 
others take ginseng. Brian 
Mawhinney, the Taty party chair¬ 
man. keeps his energy up with 
cheese and gherkin sandwiches. To 
devour gherkins is a bad breath 
nightmare. Perhaps this explains 
the healthy distance kept between 
Mawhinney and reporters at Cen¬ 
tral Office press conferences. 

Dalai Dobbs 

ADDING a spiritual dimension to 
the Tory election campaign wiO be 
Michael Dobbs, die lifelong party 
stalwart and political novelist, per¬ 
haps in preparation for this rale 
Dobbs, creator of television's arch- 
Machiavellian Prime Minister 
Frauds Unjuhart, is in India to vis¬ 


it the Dalai Lama. He is accompa¬ 
nied by his wife of 16 years ’O-Sel 
Nyima, a converted Buddhist who 
fa to be ordained a lama in March. 
Centra] Office was not expanding 
on the subject yesterday: "He’s ful¬ 
filling a spiritual role in the cam¬ 
paign, "a spokesman said. 

• The heady whiff of rebellion, is 
back at the London School of Eco¬ 
nomics where government minis¬ 
ters are habitually posted rath 
rotten eggs. On his first address to 
the Students' Union, the new Di- 
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* "Are you on one of 
these £10 ticket? roof" 


worst defence counsel fox-hunting 
fa now bound to feature prominent¬ 
ly in the next Parliament, with a 
passion out of all proportion to its 
importance- Wounds will open 
within and between parties. Lords 
will strive with Commons, town 
with country. Tony Blair has 

promised .“a free vote in govern¬ 
ment time” on a Private Member’s 

. _ Bill banning 

hunting. Unless 
some compro- 
Vlyy mise can' be 

f§/ struckin advance, 

r # this fa likely to 

^ pass. With sabo- 

» taas reac ty 

k V J turn every hunt 

X 9 into a rerun of the 

— battle of Newbury 

bypass, many of 
this month’s hunts may conceiv¬ 
ably have been the last 
Once again we mast ring the beil 
and summon Voltaire and his 
priest from retirement To detest 
another man’s opinions fa one 
thing. To suppress them fa quite 
another. This -distinction fa the 
essence of liberalism. We may 


rector. Professor Anthony Giddens. 
had to dodge a hail of missiles 
from his audience. The bombard¬ 
ment of paper darts and bombs 
was setoff by his confession that he 
“knew bugger-all about the Spice 
ffirfa". 

Homecoming 

A TOUCHING gesture in St Val¬ 
entines week comes from Beryl 
Bai nbridge. the author who many 
believe should have won the Book¬ 
er Prize. She fa temporarily reunit¬ 
ed with her husband, Austin 
Davies, from whom she separated 
nearly 40 years ago. 

Davies, an artist who lives in 
Australia, fa lodging for a few 
weeks at Beryl’s home in Camden, 
north London, because he ins an 
exhibition just south of Tower 
Bridge- 

Bainbridge. who works at her 
typewriter m white gloves to keep 
die nicotine off her.fingers, has 
many admirers. Not'least among 
them fa Lord Wyatt erf Weeford. 
who met her at a party a few years 
ago and began a vigorous 
courtship. 

However, she still hi joys the 
company of her former husband, 
not only welcoming him back home 


believe that a person or group are 
prtlbundly wrong in what they do, 
but courtesy, tolerance and “do-as- 
yca^woiUtH^e-doneby” dictate that 
we honour their freedom. Legal 
restraint is valid only where some 
overriding benefit to society re¬ 
quires it That benefit must be more 
than the ending of what a majority 
believes to be wrong. It must also 
compensate for the damage done to 
the principle of tolerance itself. The 
burden of proof must be on the 
authoritarian. 

I know of no overriding benefit 
from banning fox-hunting. I am 
sure that the sport fa cruel to the 
fox. and society has an interest in 
discouraging cruelty. We ban gra¬ 
tuitous cruelty to animals, allowing 
experiments, on them only where 
nutrition, hygiene or medical sci¬ 
ence justifies harming them. Small 
boys who pull wings off butterflies 
are toid to stop. Those who see cats 
and dogs as pests are discouraged 
from shooting them. When the 
salmon is caught by jabbing a hook 
in its lip, we are advised to kill it 
before its lungs collapse. 

Animals have no righisl Such 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


TWO WRONGS 


1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


The wrong way for a newspaper to counter injustice Call for EU code Resolving West Lothian question 


Lf 


The vigaante is both an understandable and 
an unattractive creature. The English law 
may sometimes produce outcomes that 
barely resemble justice. That, by itself, does 

U1 * vidua}s or groups from 
PWthng themselves above the law and 
ramnging the rights of others. 

The press has traditional responsibilities 
to counter injustice. But before embarking 
on a campaign such as the Daily Mail 
launched yesterday, newspapers have res¬ 
ponsibilities to establish the facts first Their 
campaigns should be founded on inves¬ 
tigation. not on threat or bluster. The road to 
anarchy is paved by self-styled law enforc¬ 
ers; so too. the cause of justice is at risk from 
self-appointed special prosecutors. 

Jhe Daily Mail yesterday named and 
labelled five white youths as the racially- 
motivated murderers of Stephen Lawrence. 
In doing so it has thrown down a gauntlet 
and won praise from many who rightly hate 
racism wherever it occurs. The newspaper 
itself conceded that the action was “unprece¬ 
dented" and “no light matter”. It acknowl¬ 
edged that the affair had twice come before a 
court of law and failed on each occasion. 
Despite that, it felt that the transparent 
failure of British justice demanded the 
dramatic move of inviting those it accused to 
sue the paper for libel if they dared. 

There have been many unsatisfactory 
aspects of this saga. One case collapsed 
when the Crown Prosecution Service de¬ 
cided that it had insufficient evidence. The 
subsequent private prosecution for murder 
also fell when critical evidence was ruled 
inadmissible. The closest that matters have 
come to a genuine contest was the inquest 
this week, when a jury swiftly determined 
that Mr Lawrence had been unlawfully 
killed. Four years after the attack, no one has 
had to face imprisonment and in all 
probability no one ever will Every one must 
feel the deepest of sympathies with the 
Lawrence family: those who know them 
must feel it most deeply of all. 

That does not, however, justify the Daily 
Mail in intervening in this way. It was hard¬ 


ly toe only course open to toe paper. It could 
have laid out the drcumstantial evidence 
that implicates the five. Readers could then 
have drawn their own conclusion. Instead it 
directly denounced them as murderers. 

Their targets may, indeed, retaliate 
through toe libel courts. But this is not as 
easy as it may seem. Legal aid is not 
available for such litigation. The newspaper 
had good reason to predict that its dare 
would not be answered: the men do not have 
toe money to mount a challenge. The press 
plays a dangerous game when it abuses toe 
right of free speech and sets out to destroy an 
individual’s reputation without constructing 
a factual and convincing case. 

None of this will help the Lawrence 
relatives. Indeed it could complicate matters 
further. It raises the prospect of two trials, 
both in effect for murder but neither under 
that name. The parents could initiate a civil 
action against toe five by charging them 
with assault and battery. A judge sitting 
alone would decide whether toe prepon¬ 
derance of evidence matched that claim and 
award financial damages accordingly. 

Meanwhile, a parallel case might occur in 
which the five sued the Daily Mail for des¬ 
troying their reputations. In this instance a 
jury would determine whether toe “murder¬ 
ers” headline was justified. In doing so they 
would be advised that the term “murderer” 
requires both that the event occurred and 
that murderous intent existed. It is not 
impossible that with such different rules of 
engagement contradictory conclusions 
might emerge This would hardly assist the 
cause of justice. 

An appalling crime has already seen two 
trials and an inquest. The risk now is of 
tragedy turned into legal farce. The 
O. J. Simpson experience is not one we 
should wish to see repeated in our courts. 
The media bore much of the responsibility 
tor that Californian circus. Even in this, one 
of the most moving and worthy of cases, all 
newspapers should act with restraint Their 
place lies in the press gallery, not as 
advocates for the prosecution. 


WITHOUT A CREW 


A technological salute to the film-makers of tomorrow 


There are two kinds of movie-making. The 
first involves a budget adjacent to toe gross 
national product of a small country and. 
stars who will not get out ofbed for less than 
$10 million. Then add armies of hairdress¬ 
ers, grips, best boys, gofers and gaffers; pay* 
for laboratories of boffins to devise ever 
more special “special effects”; and BUT FAR 
hire marketing teams to sell the film to mass 
audiences from Ankara to Zurich. That is 
toe classic Hollywood way, and it brings 
massive rewards if toe formula is right 
Independence Day , last year’s top box-office 
draw, is likely to become the first film in 
history to earn a billion dollars. 

Then there is another, more romantic 
way. At the age of 23, Robert Rodriguez was 
desperate to make a movie, but had no for¬ 
mal training, contacts or money. He raised 
the latter by becoming a guinea-pig for med¬ 
ical experiments; he borrowed an Arriflex 
film camera from an acquaintance; and he 
set off for Mexico to make a film which he 
singlehandedfy wrote, directed, dubbed and 
edited. His actors were friends, relatives and 
villagers. The total cost was $7,000. But toe 
resulting film, El Mariachi, brought supp¬ 
licants from top Hollywood studios to Rodri¬ 
guez's door and catapulted him to fame. 

His subsequent book. Rebel Without a 
Crew, is now a bible for the thousands of 
young Britons who want to make movies. If 
you have ingenuity, determination and flair, 
Rodriguez tells them, you can solve toe 
problems which, on a Hollywood film-set, 
would be “washed away with toe money 
hose”. As he wryly points out. for a young 
film-maker “there are never any budget 
problems because there’s no budget”. 


This week The Times has launched a 
competition to celebrate young film-makers, 
their freshness, toeir energy and their 
' ambition. Rodriguez's success was excep- 
tigna}, J>pt not unique., Citizen Kane, 
arguably fhegreatest movie of them all, was 
made by Orson Welles at the age of 25. And 
there have been huge advances in camera 
technology since Wdles’s day. High-quality 
video and film equipment is now available 
evm to youngsters with limited finances. 

No longer is ft necessary to employ a crew 
for three months or more. The bret inde¬ 
pendent films today are made on toe hoof, 
with hand-held cameras, instant takes, in¬ 
stinctive angles, and toe rough edges left in. 
The rawness is part of the appeal and a wet- 
come antidote to Hollywood sheen. There is 
no shortage of outlets for talented young 
film-makers. And the revolution has only 
just begun. Soon independent film-makers 
may be liberated not only from the big 
studios but from mainstream distributors as 
well. If feature films can be transmitted 
through toe Internet, film-makers can 
bypass the cinema chains and dispatch their 
epics instantly to their fans. 

That momentous change lies in the future. 
For the moment our cnrapetilion (on page 47) 
will equip one aspiring director with an 
Arriflex camera and, we hope, inspire many 
others to action. Britain’s current crop erf 
movie-makers confirmed their world-class 
stature tins week with a bumper haul of 
Oscar nominations. The next generation are 
already crashing through the door — their 
ideas unruly, toeir techniques unrefined, 
toeir potential unlimited. We look forward 
to being shocked, dazzled and mesmerised. 


MICRO, MICRO, ON THE WALL 


Who is the richest of them all? 


^ **■ 



.... ? 


y .-The possessions of new families are 
> %ommonly exaggerated in toe public mind, 
*, while those of long established families are 
r as commonly diminished”: or so James 
Ffenimore Cooper noticed 150 years ago. He 
% would not have been surprised by toe news 
f that, at toe tender age of 42, the software 
i tycoon Bill Gates is worth £18 billion. Some 
have even said that the glitterati of the 
A mouse, pentium chip and CD-Rom have 
5 become the richest men vtoo ever lived, not 
K merely the richest men in toe world today, 
h Are they right? 

p Today’s billionaires run complex com- 
/ names and hold toe bulk of toeir wealto in 
S shares. The best-known — or toe least 
reticent — are American. The closest Britain 
can come to Mr Gates’s total is the estimated 
£4 billion worth of the retired Swedish 
brothers who founded the packaging firm 
Tetrapak and came to live here in the 1980s. 

Modem Americans have the benefit of the 
world's largest economy. But US billionaires 
also operate under anti-trust laws which 
4 inhibit their companies’ growth and restrict 
3 their ability to use company money to 
Vaexpand their private wealth. These worries 
, W did not slow down toe 19th-century Ameri- 
/ can buccaneers who developed the conunu- 
K nication superhighways of their time, 
fl cornering markets to supply fuel for cars 
and steel for railways. Although a tendency 
*ho grandiose exaggeration makes esti¬ 


mations of Vanderbilt, Carnegie, Mellon 
and Rockefeller wealth an inexact science, 
even working from toe sums which such 
men gave away to good causes, they may 
have been richer men than Mr Gates. 

When J. P. Morgan bought Carnegie Steel 
from its founder Andrew Carnegie, Morgan 
handed over a cheque for $480 million, 
worth £17-5 billion in today’s money, with 
the words, “Congratulations Mr Carnegie, 
you are toe tidiest man in toe world ” The 
big difference between Mr Carnegie and Mr 
Gates^ whore assets are mostly not liquid 
bat iti Microsoft shares, came later. Over toe 
next decade, the Scottish immigrant gave 
$350 million away, endowing 3,000libraries 
along toe way. By the time of his death in 
1937, John D. Rockefeller had given away 
$500 million, worth £14.1 billion today. But 
Mr Rockefeller is supposed to have been 
worth $855 million at the end of his life. That 
sum, EZ4.04 billion in todays money, would 
have put BOl Gates in toe shade. 

In earlier centuries there was probably not 
enough wealto for anyone to be compared 
with Mr Gates. How rich was Croesus? It is 
hard to say. There was certainly much less to 
buy with his money. The unregulated 19th 
century was toe heyday of the billionaire. 
The 20th century has been good — but not 
perhaps quite such a congenial climate for 
men and women who want to be seriously 
rich. 
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on arms exports 


From the Bishop of Coventry 
and others 


of-ih&greiiest challenges-for the new 
gqvenjpieoLof whichever party, will 
be to take a lead on this initiative. This 
important chance should not be 
missed. 


Yours faithfully, 
tSIMON COVENTRY, 
tDAVID LIVERPOOL. 
+RICHARD OXONi, . 
c/o Safer World, 

33-34 Alfred Place. WCI. 
February J3. 


Forces manpower 

From Rear-Admiral Hugh Tracy 


Sir, Mr Noel Falconer's simplistic 
“demonstration’’ of the number of top 
people needed in toe Armed Forces 
(letter. February 10) cannot be allowed 
to go unchallenged. 

First, “combat units" are not by any 
means the only groups that require 
executive leadership. In these days of 
ever more complex weapons and 
machinery, what is often unkindly 
described as “the tail" is almost more 
important than the “slurp end” units 
which operate the equipment. With 
automation, the sire of combat units 
has been much reduced, whilst the 
officer manpower required to deal 
with the complexities of planning, 
design, supply and administration 
has increased greatly. 

It may be possible, when there is an 
emergency or some other need to ex¬ 
pand our forces, to recruit untrained 
manpower, but its effectiveness will 
entirely depend on a supply of experi¬ 
enced officers, including senior ones. 


Yours faithfully. 
HUGH TRACY, 
21a Sion Hill, Bath. 


Concorde offer 


From M r Myer Income 


Sir. It was impossible to get through 
to British Airways last night (letter. 
February 13}. So. on my way to toe 
bathroom at 4am, 1 tried again — all 
the Concorde flights had gone. 

This is ridiculous. I then thought. 
Here I am. naked and cold with a cre¬ 
dit card in my hand, hoping to win an 
uncomfortable seat in an aluminium 
tube on its way to a bitterly cold New 
York in February. 

So, if Richard Branson is reading 
this, I am willing — in fact eager — to 
travel Virgin first-class return in June, 
and am p repared to pay £11 for the 
extra spare and comfort 

We don’t mind if it takes a little 
longer as ifis our 44th wedding anniv¬ 
ersary and we shall enjoy a second 
bottle of champagne. 


Yours faithfully. 

MYER LACOME. 

4 Campbell’s Close 

(Off Royal Mile), Edinburgh. 

February 12. 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-782-5046. 




From Mr Alan Beith, MP for 
Berwick-upon-Tweed 
[Liberal Democrat J 


Sir, February 15 is the anniversary of 
the publication of the Scott report. At 
that time we wrote to The Times, cal¬ 
ling on toe Government to heed its 
lessons and “never again allow short¬ 
term commercial gain to override 
international peace and security" in 
decisions cat weapons sales. 

A year later we feel compelled to 
write again. Little has happened in toe 
intervening period to give us any in¬ 
dication that irresponsible arms ex¬ 
ports to unscrupulous regimes are a 
thing of toe past Indeed, toe Govern¬ 
ment recently announced that toe 
British defence industry captured a 
record quarter of the global arms 
market in 1996 (News in brief, 
Ftebruary I). 

Many of these sales are to countries 
in regions of instability and to regimes 
with poor human rights records. For 
example, it is deeply regrettable that 
the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to 
Bishop Belo (report, October 12. 1996; 
leading article, October 14) was fol¬ 
lowed by the grant of further licences 
to export British weapons to Indo¬ 
nesia. 

The tragedy of Dunblane forced 
British politicians to confront the link ’ 
between the availability of guns and 
the number of firearms deaths in our 
society. Yet the acceptance of this link 
sits uneasily alongside a willingness 
to export vastly more destructive wea¬ 
pons to some of toe poorest countries 
in toe world. 

The oft-dted argument against 
tougher arms export controls is. “If we 
don’t sell someone else will". In toe 
aftermath of Scott the Government 
engaged in a process of consultation 
about toe future of UK arms export 
controls. We are not yet convinced 
that sufficiently stringent criteria have 
been implemented. 

Action at both national and in¬ 
ternational level is required. Ger¬ 
many, The Netherlands, Sweden and 
Ireland all support a restrictive Euro¬ 
pean arms export polity and pressure 
is mounting for toe introduction of a 
European code of conduct on the arms 
trade at the current EU inter-govern¬ 
mental conference. The code would 
help prevent weapons sales to regions 
of instability, counties which abuse 
human rights, military aggressors 
and dictatorial regimes. 

.. The code will simply not happen, 
hgwgjpr; Ag£hout toe support of Brit- 
am^ptic^^te^hackles of general ef- 
ecfroncer&lgJtare been cast aside one' 


Sir, Simon Jenkins (article, February 
12) has righdy pointed out that the 
West Lothian question is no different 
from the South Armagh question. 

When I was first elected to toe 
House of Commons in 1973 toe Stor¬ 
mont Parliament was still in oper¬ 
ation and Ulster MPs sat at West¬ 
minster, where they could ask ques¬ 
tions about health in England which, 
in their own constituencies, were 
matters for the Northern Ireland gov¬ 
ernment. 

I never heard a single word of 
complaint from the Conservative 
Party about their Ulster Unionist col¬ 
leagues having toe right to ask such 
questions. Indeed, thty made one of 
them a minister in toe Department of 
Employment, where he had to answer 
questions relating to jobs in England 
which he could not have asked about 
his own constituency. 

Those who claim to be Unionists, as 
well as those of us who believe in a 
federal UK. have to recognise that 
constitutional arrangements are nev¬ 
er models of nearness or symmetry. 


Heading article, "porreK drowning”. 
February 11), that in many important 
respects Scotland is as different from 
the rest of the United Kingdom as 
Northern Ireland and that it is high 
rime to recognise that fact by giving it 
a forum in which those differences can 
find legitimate political — and if die 
Scots so wish financial — expression. 


Yours etc, 

DAVID GLADSTONE, 

1 Mountfort Terrace, Ni. 
February 12. 


From Mr A. J. Wilde 


Sir, One approach to rhe apparently 
intractable West Lothian question 
may be to hold a referendum in Eng¬ 
land. before the referendum for a 
Scottish assembly, which would pose 
the question: 

In the event of Scotland voting fur its own 
parliament, do you wish Scottish MPs to 
haw the right to vote on English affairs 
while English MPs are denied similar 
rights in Scotland? 

Only when toe inevitable “no" vote 
is recorded will the true absurdity of 
having separate parliaments within 
the UK finally sink in. 


Yours sincerely. 
ALAN BEITH. 
House of Commons. 
February 12. 


Yours sincerely, 

A J. WILDE. 

29 Florida Fields. 
Castle Cary, Somerset. 
February II. 


From Mr David Gladstone 


Sir. There is one more lie about Scot¬ 
tish devolution to be added to toe list 
so elegantly nailed by Simon Jenkins. 
It is frequently put about by Tory 
party spokesmen that when English 
voters wake up to the privileges tong 
accorded to a Scottish parliament they 
“will not stand for it” and will angrily 
reject the whole scheme. 

As a voter with an impeccably Eng¬ 
lish pedigree {albeit like many others 
with distant Scottish antecedents) 
may I assure Messrs Major, Forsyth 
& Co that far from feeling angry about 
what toe Labour Party is proposing 1 
believe it to be the least that should be 
offered to the Scottish people in recog¬ 
nition of their dogged devotion to a 
Union that they’ entered into with un¬ 
derstandable reluctance. 

It is clear to most of us. if not to toe 
unfortunate Mr Stephen Darrell 


From Sir Ludovic Kennedy 


Sir, In one respect Stephen Dorrell is 
right. When a Scottish parliament is 
in place it would be absurd for 
Scottish MPs to continue to attend toe 
Westminster Parliament while Eng¬ 
lish MPs would be denied election to 
toe Scottish parliament. 

But as the Scottish parliament 
would be legislating on almost every¬ 
thing except foreign affairs and de¬ 
fence. and as Scottish MPs at West¬ 
minster would always be outvoted. 
what need is there for having them 
there? What is wrong with joint work¬ 
ing parties from the two parliaments, 
to discuss whatever issues need re¬ 
solving between them? 


Yours faithfully, 

LUDOVIC KENNEDY. 
Ashdown. Avebury. Wiltshire. 
February 11. 


Common visions of the two cultures 


From DrJ. H. Mulvey, Executive 
Secretary of the Save British 
Science Society 


From the President of the 
Institute of Physics 


Sir, Melvyn Bragg's brilliant “And toe 
winner is... a British scientist’ (Arts. 
February 10) couples an appreciation 
of the outstanding achievements of 
British scientists and engineers with 
the recognition that toeir efforts are 
every bit as much a part of building 
toe nation's cultural heritage as are 
those made by the arts community. 

Contrary to popular misconcep¬ 
tions, tire originality, flair, insight and 
sheer hard graft, mixed with inspira¬ 
tion. required for success in science 
are not different in kind from those 
needed by authors, composers, artists 
and others. They are just applied 
within a different discipline. 

The message from Melvyn Bragg is 
that “Science” and “Arts’ are part¬ 
ners. both exciting new visions and 
perspectives in the mind’s view of toe 
world. Melvyn offers a welcome 
bridge. 


Sir, Science and engineering are usu¬ 
ally in toe headlines only on an oc¬ 
casion of tragedy or failure By con¬ 
trast, there has been remarkably little 
media celebration of toe continuing 
success of our scientists, culminating 
in toe recent award of the Nobel Prize 
for Chemistry to Sir Harry Krofo, of 
Sussex University (report, October 10. 
19%). Such intellectual achievements 
determine our future wealth, and with 
it the resources to develop the other di¬ 
mensions which fulfil our humanity. 

In toe face of one-sided reporting, 
we should not be surprised that toe 
number of young people choosing to 
study the sciences is in decline. Phys¬ 
ics departments in our universities are 
closing, engineering departments are 
unable to attract enough able young 
students. The scenario which Bragg 
so accurately describes will have con¬ 
sequences — for science, for our nat¬ 
ional wealth and for the arts. 


Yours sincerely, 

JOHN MULVEY, 

Executive Secretary. 

Save British Science Society, 
SBS. Box 241. Oxford 0X1 3QQ. 
February 10. 


Yours faithfully. 

BRIAN MANLEY. 
President, 

The Institute of Physics, 
76 Portland Place. Wl. 
February II. 


Reeton beaten? 


From Mr Quentin Crewe 


Sir, Your account of Mrs Beeton*s pas¬ 
sionate lave for her husband Samuel 
(report and photographs. February 11) 
makes their relationship sound rather 
touching. I cannot help feeling that 
her nine-year marriage must have 
been very different 

Beeton was undoubtedly a man of 
perverted tastes. One of toe maga¬ 
zines he published used to be kept by 
the British Museum in what was 
known as the “Private Case", ie, not to 
be shown without good reason on the 
grounds of its pornographic content. 

A glance at toe letters pages of The 
English Gentlewoman's Magazine re¬ 


vealed that the correspondence on the 
spurring of horses (with much des¬ 
cription of blood) ran for many 
months. So did the subject of “tighl- 
laring”. Longest of all was toe ques¬ 
tion of "the chastisement of young 
girls". It was not hard to detect, from 
toe oft-repeated phrases about toe 
girls looking up at toeir tormentor 
with wide eyes, that aU toe letters were 
written by toe same hand. 

It is not surprising that the innocent 
Mrs Beeton devoted so much of her 
time in writing a book of guidance for 
young brides. 


Yours faithfully, 

QUENTIN CREWE. 

9 Bliss Mill. 

Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire. 


Pews and popcorn 


From Mr John Anderson 


From the Reverend D. M. 
Greenhalgh 


Sir. The church referred to by Mrs 
Ann Hale, in which all seats were 
declared free in 1S76 (letter, February 
& see also letters, February 5,6). may 
have been assisted by the Incorpor¬ 
ated Chun* Building Society, foun¬ 
ded 1818. Such free access is a con¬ 
dition of help from this society. 

In most parish churches. I believe 
that pew rents may still legally be 
charged, though toe custom is disused 
in these days. 

In Clergymen of the Church of 
England (1866) Trollope has an inter¬ 
esting chapter on town incumbents 
whose livelihood mainly depended on 
pew rents. Their personality and ser¬ 
mons had to be popular. 


Sir, The letting of pews in churches 
and chapels was once common. 

I have a seating plan for a new 
Congregational chapel at Northwich. 
Cheshire, dated July 1S82. The pro¬ 
posed quarterly rents for toe pews 
ranged from 4s l20p) for the back 
stalls to 3s for toe front stalls and 2s 6d 
for toe awkward comers either side of 
the pulpit. The architects were Max¬ 
well and Tuke. who also designed 
Blackpool Tower. 

In an advertisement for letting pews 
in toe Wesleyan Chapel at Congleton, 
dated April 1808, the most expensive 
seats were in the front row of the gal¬ 
lery. equivalent. 1 suppose, to the 
dress circle in a theatre. 


Yours faithfully, 

DAVID GREENHALGH. 

3 Cricket Lawns, 

Oakham. Rutland. Leicestershire. 
February 9. 


Yours faithfully, 

JOHN ANDERSON. 

The Chapel Museum, 

Chapel Bank. Mow Cop, 
Stoke-on-Trent. Staffordshire. 
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How to safegua 
bequests of lane 


From Professor D. G. Barnsley 

Sir. Judicial decisions over the 
suggest that Mrs Watson'S fath 
law, whose charitable bequests i 
houses were subsequently sold l 
beneficiaries [letter. February li 
also letters, February 6. 8.13| hr 
been the only person whose 
memary intentions have been tl 
ted. How to safeguard a gift (or d 
of land from its subsequent s< 
these circumstances is a complex 
in English law. 

it is a cardinal principle of out 
law that property should be fret 
tenable (transferable), fr is not 
sible for a testator to attach a a 
ion to a devise of land which se< 
prevent the beneficiary from sell 
Such a restraint is said to be cot 
to public policy. 

However, a similar result m 
achieved indirectly. It would be 
sible, for example, to leave a hot 
the University of X far the reside 
its Vice-Chancellor and to aiti 
condition that should the house 
to be used for such a purpose: tot 
property should pass to another 
nciaiy. This is known in law as 
over. The prnspea of losing toe 
erty would normally act as an i 
five for the university to abide l 
testator's wishes. 

Careful drafting of the will t 
be essential to ensure that toe gif 
to toe other beneficiary took effec 
ing toe time limit allowed by to 
for this type of gift. This wou. 
course, be a matter for consider 
by the solicitor preparing toe wi 


Yours faithfully, 

D. G. BARNSLEY. 
University of Leicester, 
Faculty of Law. 

University Road, Leicester. 
February 12 


From Mr D. I. Williams 


Sir. I believe that toe charitable j 
of Sir Angus Watson’s bequest 
house to the City of Newcastle 
Tyne has been preserved. The 1 
remained in use as a children's 
vaiescenf home until 1980. whe 
reorganisation of childrens sei 
in our hospitals made it redur 
Efforts were made to find alien 
uses consistent with toe origin; 
but to no avail, and the Charity 
mission was consulted and the 1 
sold. 

The proceeds of sale ctmstituti 
endowment of a fund for the ben 
children who are sick or convah 
and who are. or have been, in th 
of hospitals within the city. 


Yours faithfully. 

DEREK WILLIAMS 
(Secretary). 

Newcastle University Hospitals 
Special Trustees, 

Royal Victoria Infirmary'. 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

February 12 


Bookfair lire 


From Mr Matthew Evans 


Sir. At 3.25pm on February 3 thf 
cutta Bookfair burnt down (Net 


cutta Bookfair burnt down (Net 
brief, February 4). Behind this 
statement lies toe fact that in jusi 
■ffl minutes fire, aided by a si 
wind, burnt down more than 
publishers' stands, killing one pt 
and injuring 44. 

The 22-strong delegation of Bi 
publishers. led by nie, were we 
sured and toeir livelihoods wen 
threatened by what had happi 
However, of ihe 600 or so stands 
trqyed about 400 were marine 
small publishers, publishing in 
gali. whose stands were not in si 
In many cases money had been 
rowed to exhibit at the fair. 

Book-purchasing in Cal cun 
quite different from elsewhere. 1 
are very few bookshops in toe city 
the fair is the focal point of the yea 
these small publishers, where tfa 
about 50 per cent of their annual 
iness. Many if not most of them 
been ruined hy the fire and u 
inative ways must be devised tt 
them back on their feet. 

In consultation with the Br 
Council in Calcutta those British 
lishers who attended the fair : 
started a fund to help the smaller 
ian publishers. We hope that enc 
money util be raised to aUeviai 
some small way toe horrific bu 
on firms which lost everything. 


Yours sincerely. 
MATTHEW EVANS, 
c/o Publishers Association. 
19 Bedford Square, WCI. 


Silks’ purses 

From Mr Geoffrey Bernstein 


Sir. 1 was surprised to read t 
ion of Messrs Stanley Brodit 
Hum and Jonathan Harvie ( 
in today’s letters page, on th< 
of Lord Lester of Heme H, 
arion. Whilst admirably coni 
clearly expressed, this’opini 
surely work for junior cour 
requiring even one QC. It 
three. It must be very dishes 
for young, struggling membe 
Bar to find that toe stars of thi 
sion are prepared to take i 
mundane work such as this. 

1 dread to tliink what thi 
going to look like, when you n 

Yours faithfully, 

G. D. BERNSTEIN. 

Geoffrey Bernstein & Co. 

162 Regents Park Road, Finet 
February 14. 
















•J 


THE TIMES SATURDAY FEBRU ARY 151 997 



COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
February 14: The Viscount of 
ArbutlmOt was received by The 
Queen when Her Majesty con¬ 
ferred upon him the honour of 
Knighthood and invested him wjdi 
Ok Insignia of a Knight of the 
Most Ancient and Most Noble 
Order of the Thistle 
The Duke of Edinburgh. Patron, 
Outward Bound Trust, today at¬ 
tended the Outward Bound Gen¬ 
eral Council ai the Heritage Motor 
Centre. Gaydon, and was received 
by Her Majesty's Lotd-lieutenaitf 
of Warwickshire (Mr Martin 
Dunne). 


School news 

CargUidd School 
The Governors of Cargilfidd 
School, Edinburgh, announce the 
appointment of Mr Andrew Mor- 
rison as Headmaster from 
September 1997. Mr Morrison is 
currently Under Master at 
Charterhouse and was previously 
Headmaster of Mowden Hall. 
Northumberland. 

Lochmver House School. 

Potters Bar 

Lochinver House School celebrates 

its 50th Anniversary this year. The 
Midsummer Magic Rail, in 
celebration of this milestone in die 
school’s history. wiD take place on 
June 21. 1997. at the School All 
current parents, past parents. Old 
Boys and friends of the school are 
mast welcome to attend. Fbr fur¬ 
ther information please contact the 
School on 01707 653064 and details 
will be forwarded to you. 


Memorial service 

Lady Elibank 

A memorial service for Dufy 
Eli bank was held yesterday ax the 
Church of St Michael and AQ 
Angels. SurmmghilL Berkshire. 
The Rev T.W. Gunter officiated. 
The Hon Tim Ersldne-Murray 
son. and Miss Sarah Dennis, 
niece, read the lessons. The Rev 
Richard Tice gave an address. 

Mr Mark Dobell tenor, sang 
Harry Lauder's Keep right on to 
the end of the Road. 

Luncheon 

Maple Leaf Cfub 
Miss Margaret Drabble was the 
guest of honour at a luncheon of 
the Maple Leaf Chib held yes¬ 
terday at Over-Seas House. St 
James's. Mrs Judith M. Steiner, 
chairman, presided. Mis Mar¬ 
garet Coleman. President of the 
Canadian Women’s Chib, also 
spoke. 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
February 14: The Princess Royal 
President, The Princess Raya] 
Trust for Carers, tins morning 
opened the Manchester Carets 
centre, Beswick House, Beswkk 
Row, Manchester City Centre, and 
was received by Her Majesty's 
Lord-Lieutenant of Greater 
Manchester (Colonel John 
Timmins). 

Her Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon visited Unipack Limned and 
opened the new pharmaceutical 
faciljjy at Lancaster Way, Win¬ 
gates Industrial Park, 
Westhoughtan. Bolton. 


Institute 
of Physics 

The following have been elected 
Fellows of the Institute of Hjysics: 
Dr Tim Bruton, BP Solar, 
Sunbury-on-Thames: Professor 
Christopher Charwin. Sussex 
University: Dr Paul Ewart, Oxford 
University; Professor Robert 
Green. Sheffield HaUam Univer¬ 
sity; Professor Stephen HoOoway. 
Liverpool University; Dr Mario 
Jakas, Uraversidad de la Laguna. 
Tenerife. 

Mr Andrew McCormick. 
Braid field High School Clyde¬ 
bank; Professor John Mainstone. 
Queensland University, Australia; 
Dr Abdul Malik. Uonershi Bru¬ 
nei Darussalam: Dr Colin Martin. 
West Glasgow Hospitals Univer¬ 
sity NHS Trust: Dr Jeffrey 
Penfoid. Rutherford Apptefon Lab¬ 
oratory. Dkkoc Professor Sum 
H oCboh. Korea University. Seoul 
South of Korea: Mr Mailt Ware, 
Publishing Director, Institute of 
Physics Publishing. Bristol 


University news 

Oxford 

Somerville College 
Timothy Walker. Hard Pmefectas 
of the University Botanic Gaidai, 
has beoi appointed to an Ernest 
Cook lectureship in Conservation 
Biology Grom January 1. 

Elections: 

Richard Elliott Jonathan Elliott 
(formerly of Oundfe School), to a 
Bull Exhibition!! in Classics and 
Modem Languages. 

Corinna Uddle (Bradford Gram¬ 
mar School) to a Pope Exhibition 
in Modem Languages. 

Glenn Brian Nesbitt (Royal 
School Armagh), Tracy Anne 
Payton (King* School Gloucester) 
and Christopher Michael Prest- 
wkh' (Durham Johnston Com¬ 
prehensive School) to Coombs 
Exhibitions in Modern History. 


Weekend birthdays 


TODAY: 

Mr John Adams, composer. 50; Mr 
Clive Ariel Editor. Country Life. 
42: Sir Nicholas Bayne, diplomat. 
6ft Sir Harold Bedey. diplomat. 
88; Sir William Bentley, diplomat. 
7ft Miss Claire Bloom, actress, 66; 
Mr Tony Bloom, deputy chair¬ 
man. Sketdiky. 58: Sir Stephen 
Brown, former chairman. Stone- 
Pfem Industries. 91; Ear! of Car¬ 
lisle. 4& Mr Derek Conway, MP. 
44; Mr Dan Crompton, former 
Chief Constable, Nottingham¬ 
shire. 56; Sir Maurice Drake, 
former High Court judge. 74: Mr 
Frank Dunlop, fanner director. 
Edinburgh International Festival 
7ft the Countess of Dysart. 83; Mr 
Paul F erris , author. 68; Mr John 
Greenway. MP, 51: Mr Gerald 
Harper, actor and broadcaster. 68; 
the Earl of Jersey. 87: Professor 
Andrew Miller. Principal Stirling 
University. 61; Sir Richard 
O'Brien, former chairman. Man¬ 
power Services Commission. 77; 
Mr CJ\ Payne, former Chief 
Constable, Cfevdand. 67; Sir WQ- 
Iiam Reid, former Ombudsman, 
66; Miss Jane Seymour, actress, 
46; Miss Clare Short. MP. 51; Mr 
PJ. Squire, former Headmaster. 
Bedford Modern School 6ft Sir 
Adrian Swire, chairman. John 
Swire and Sons, 65; Lord Justice 


Service 

dinners 

HMS Victory 

Mr Mkhad PortiDo, Secretary of 
State for Defence, and Mis Portillo 
were among the guests at a dinner 
held last night onboard HMS 
Victory in Portsmouth to mark the 
bicentenary of die Baltic of Cape St 
VincmL Admiral Sir Mkhad 
Boyce. Second Sea lord and 
Commander-in-Chief Naval 
(-fame Command, was the host 
The Lord-Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan tend Honorary Colo¬ 
nel Royal Regiment of Wales was 
among others present 
HMS Nelson 

The Lord-lieutenant of Hamp¬ 
shire was the guest of honour at a 
ladies night Valentine's dinner 
hHd last night onboard HMS 
Nelson on die bicentenary of the 
Battle of Cape St Vincent Com¬ 
mander JJl Wills presided. 

HMS CoBingnood 
The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Fareham attended a ladies night 
dinner bdd last night onboard 
HMS CoUingwootL Commander 
Jeff Blackett. Executive Officer, 
presided. Mr Chris Kelly was the 
guest of honour. Rear-Admiral 
J.G. Tflihttfst, Flag Officer Scot¬ 
land. Northern England and 
Northern Ireland and Naval Base 
Commander Clyde, and Mia 
Tolhum were among the guests. 

Dinners 

Gardeners' company 
The Lwd Mayor and the Sheriffs 
and their ladies were present at a 
Every and ladies dinner of tile 
Gardeners' Company hdd last 
night at Mansion House. Mr LB. 
Flanagan, master, presided. Mr 
R.P. Franklin, Upper Warden, the 
Lord Mayor, and Dr PhD Dineen. 
Headmistress of Woldingham 
School also spoke. Among the 
guests were the Deacon of the 
Incorporation of Gardeners of 
Glasgow and Mis Macgregor. die 
Master of the Fruiterers* Company 
and Mis Tulfctti and the Cleric of 
Zunft zu Gartnem BaseL 
Farriers’ Company 
Mr Thomas L. Barker, Master of 
the Farriers’ Company, assisted by 
Mrs D.M. Rigan, Upper Warden. 
MrT-F-M. Head. Middle Warden, 
and Mr RJ. Crocker. Renter 
Warden, preskied ata court ladies 
dinner held last night at Drapers' 
HalL Assistant Simon J. Curtis. 
Mr R.S. Windsor and Judge 
Harvey Crush also spoke. 



Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr FA. Barnes 

and Mrs G. Harrwm _ 

The engagement is aniwuncea 
between Frtnas. soaof the fateMr 
and Mrs A£. Baines, of Purbrook, 
Hampshire, and Greet.da«gffi« 
of Mrs D. Woodyatt and the la» 


Derbyshire. 

MrEJVLP.Bogps-Rolfc 

and Mis<LM - PlipovKh 

The engagement is anmwrtceo 

between Edward, son of Mr «*nd f 

Mb Nicholas Bogga-^olfe of 
Loudon, and Gahna, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs ^MiXh ail 
Ganzyenko, of Moscow, Russia. 
Mr BA. Dyer 

asd Miss GO. Monro , 

The engagement is announced 
between Bruce, son of Mr and Mrs 
Brian Dyer; of Braintree. Esso. 
am t Clare. of Dr and 

Mrs . Donald Munro, of 
Basingstoke. Hampshire. 

Mr CAM. Grasstni 
and Miffi AM. Vamos 
The engagement is announced 
between Corrado. elder son of Mr 

and Mrs Rotate Gnusiiu. of 
Milan. Italy, and AimabeUe. youn¬ 
gest daughter of. Mr and Mrs 
Robert Vamos. of Gresham. 
Buckinghamshire. 


MrDJ.T.Mj^WS 

and Mia C- Man*™ _ 

The engagement is announced 

J^^vklsOTofthcbieMr 

j^Mynors and of Mrs Una 
Mwors. of Hunningharo, and 
Claire, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
_nfTodwick. 


MrSJ. Hoahes 

and Mrs J-P- Butte 

The engagement 

between Simon Noate, « 

Wimbledon, and Jennifer Pncfiaid 

Burke, of Surfstre t 

wfll take pbcc to London, on Juty 

19.1997. 

Mr AD-Ward 

and Miss VJ. Jenkm _ 

The engagement is announced 
between Aitih^son of Mrfflrf 
Mrs W-D. Waro. of Smmtrd, 
Sumy, and Victoria, daughter of 
Mrand Mrs R.P. Jeafcin. of 
Cramodc, Cornwall 
Mr G.P. WHBams 
and Dr K.M. Webb-Pepkie 
The engagement fc announce! 
between Garetfu elder son of Mr 
and Mis Allan WObams. of 

' Grange-over-Sands. Cumbna. 

and Katharine, daughter of Dr 
and Mrs Michael Webb-Peploe, of 
Claygste, Surrey. 


These badges of King George Vs Family Order, King George VTs Famfly Order 
and The Queen’s Family Order form part of a display of royal insignia v/nicb go 
on show at Windsor Castle today until July 6. The insignia — badges, stars, 
collars and medals—have been collected over the centuries by successive Bntish 
Kings and Queens and have never been on show together to the public before 


Anniversaries 

TODAY 

BIRTHS: Gatifco Galilei math¬ 
ematician and astronomer. Pisa. 
1564; King Louis XV of France, 
reigned 1715-74. Versailles, 1710: 
Jeremy Bonham. Utilitarian 
philosopher. London. 1748; Sir 
Ernest ShaddetoR. Antarctic ex¬ 
plorer. KUkee. Co Clare. 1874: John 
Banymore. actor, Philadelphia, 
1882: H-M- Bateman, cartoonist. 
Sutton Forest New South Wales, 
1887; Graham HSL racing driver. 
London. 1929- 

DEATHS; Henry Deane. Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury 1501-03, 
London, 1503; Anthony Ashley 
Cooper. 3rd Eari of Shaftesbury. 


writer. Naples. 1713: MflchaD 
Glinka, composer. Berlin, 1857; 
Alexander Borodin. <nmpaser, St 
Petersburg. 1887; Lew Wallace. 
American Civil War general and 
author of Ben Hur, Crawfords- 
viHe, Indiana, 1905; Ethel Mer¬ 
man, singer. New York 1984. 

The first cargo of frozen meat left 
New Zealand, bound for Britain, 
on the SS Dunedin, 1882. 
Singapore surrendered to the 
Japanese Anny. 1942. 

Allied b om b in g began on Monte 
Cassino monastery in Italy, 1944. 
Britain changed to decimal cur¬ 
rency. 1971. 

TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: Giambattista Bodatu. 
type designer. Sahxno, Italy, 174ft 


George Macaulay Trevelyan, his¬ 
torian, Weknmbe, Warwickshire, 
1876; Robert Flaherty, film direc¬ 
tor, Michigan. 1884. 

DEATHS: Richard Mead, phy¬ 
sician, London, 1754; Lionel Likin, 
lifeboat pioneer, Hytbe, Kent. 1834; 
Leslie Hore-Bdisha, 1st Baron 
Hore-Beiisha. statesman and in¬ 
ventor of “Belisha beacons”. 
Rhdms, 1957. 

The first British cheque was writ¬ 
ten by Nicholas Vanacker. 1659. 
The Athenaeum founded. 1824. 
Fidel Castro became Prime Min¬ 
ister of Cuba. 1959. 

The American nuclear submarine 
USS Triton set off on an under¬ 
water round-tbe-worid voyage. 
I960. 






Church services tomorrow 


Ward, 59; the Right Rev R.W. 
Woods, fanner Bishop of Worces¬ 
ter. 83. 

TOMORROW: 

Mr Paul Bailey, novelist. 6ft Mr 
P.E.R. Bailey, former director. 
Gatwfck and Stansted Airports. 72: 
Mr lain Banks, author. 43; Mr 
James Beaton. GC. 54; Professor 
Robin Clark. FRS. chemist, 62: Mr 
Arthur Crook, framer Editor. The 
Times Literary Supplement. 85; 
Mr F.G.R. Cuming, painter. 67; 
Sir Anthony Dowdl ballet dancer, 
director. Royal Ballet. 54; Mr 
David Emms, former director. 
London Goodenough Trust for 
Overseas Graduates. 72; Professor 
J.R. Famdon. consultant surgeon, 
51; Mr David Griffiths, portrait 
painter. 58: Mr Ptfer Hain, MP. 
47; Viscount Hanworth. 51; Profes¬ 
sor Jack Levy, mechanical en¬ 
gineer. 71; Mr John McEnroe, 
tennis player, 38: Sir Michael 
Milne-Watson. former chairman. 
Bupa, 87; Mr J.D. Moore, Head¬ 
master, St Dunstan's College, 54; 
Mr Peter Prater, poet. 68; Mr John 
Schksinger. film director. 71; Sir 
James SwaffiekL former dSreoor- 
general and Clerk to the GLC, Tk 
Dr J. Tobin, anaesthetist, 83; Sir 
Fteter Webster, former High Court 
Judge. 73; Mr None WfUoax. 
former chairman, the Garrick. 70. 


First Sunday m Lent 

ST ANDREWS CATHEDRAL, ABERDEEN: 8 
HO tO.15 S Eucft. Short Service aarrenj. Ave 
verum (Byrd). The Provost; 6 JO ES, Faux 
Bourdons (Mortey). Hear my prayer 
(Mendelssohn)- 

ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 10 HO 11 S EUCtL 
cade Such fVVBtte). incline thine .ear 
rHimmeQ, Hie Dean; 3.15 ChE. Hauls in A 
minor, wish me throughly (Wesley). 

BELFAST CATHEDRAL: 10 HO It Choral 
Communion. Darke In P, Miserere md 
MiiegrO; 3 jo Choral 8. Nome In B minor. 
Evening Hymn (Gardiner). 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL; 9 MP; 9.15 HC: 
11 Choral Koch. Mass tor three voices (Byrd). SI 
Inlqa Uates (Wesley). Rev Dr E Welch: 4 choral 
£, Remember O lord (Wehnlsieyj. Rev X 
pHwm 

BRECON CATHEDRAL- 8 HO(y Each; H M. 
Bored Idas (Stanford Lrv B dap. Tboo fcnowest 
Lord the secrets of our hearts (PuiteiQ; 3JO 
Westey la F. o Lord look down tor heaves 
[BUghflO 

BRISTOL CATHEDRAL. College Green: 740 
M; 8 HO to Choral Eucft. Mass for to ur voices 
(Byrd), can to remembrance (FananiL Canon 
¥Johnson; 330 Choral £. malr to Sadnat. 
thou wilt keep him (SumsfonJ. Canon J 
Simpson. 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: 8 HO 9 JO M. 

11 s Euch. Mass In G minor 
^ . Cod which ha^prepared 

Rev C Preece; 3.15 E. Fifth Sendee 
uwwuS). Salve Lnteraerata fTallhd; 6JO 
CompUne. The Archdeacon of Cantertwry. 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL: 7A5 M;8 HO 10 JOS 
Each. Darioeta F.Avererom corpus p^rd^THe 
RMhnD ot Penrttlu 3 E. Statham In 


CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL; 7 JO MP; 8 HC 
The Acting Ptowhc 9J0 Euch. Canon B 
11.15 S B ach , Chelmsford Mass 
An heart thars broken (OidroydL Rev l 
, 6 Choral E, First setvtee (weaioes), 
CHESTER CATHEDRAL: 7AS U 8 K IO 
Choral Euch. Harwood to Aflat. Jesu Lamb of 
Cod. Redeemer fMozanJ. Canon O conww: 
1130 Choral M. Te Deum (Stanford In » HafL 
Lead me. lord CWesfey). tSnoo J Net 
330 Eft 6J0 ES. canon PChrtsensea. 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL MM: 8 
HC 10 M A Sermon. Miserere (Chanfl. Canon 
Pence: 11.15 S Euch, Mlssa ex ovum omma 
(Houit), SHsneurjevousea pile (Poulenq. Toe 
CoUrae Chaplain.- 6 B a College Piayen 
FauxDounJon (Moort^. Laiaentations (Byra). 
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL: 7AO MP: 8 
Communion: 1030 Each. Are reram corpus 
pynll.Bev A Partl y; SE. Wood In E Oat Nft 1. 
Expeasm expeoavt (Wood). 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 8 HC. Canon S 
PWJley; 10 M. Benedlcms (Stanford In B Q»i). 
aw reniffl coipo* (Mawbyl. The Preoauon 
I1.IS HC Oarer to E. MteErete.md (Byrd). 
Canon D Blown; 3 JO E. wood to C minor. 
Forty days and forty nights (Oxley). 

EXETER CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 0.45 S EtKh. 
Thou Jcmnresi Lord (PureeU). Lkmj In E Hat 
aw wnim (RmA th» n«i- 11.IS M- Te 


CUODFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC Rev Dr 1 
FIs her; 9.45 S Euch. Mlsse Tenia f H a ssled , 
Crudnxton raillina). Rev J Clatic llJS M. 
Jubilate Ln B Cat (Parcel^. O saviour of Che 
world (Goss), canon Dr M.Pairoen 6JO 
Waimlstay in D minor. Thou win keep him In 
perfect peace (Wealey). The Sub-Dean. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 Each. Let 
thy merciful ears (Mudd). Suasion In F. O 


(Andreas). Expedans expecorrt (Wood). 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC <0 M; 1030 
Euch. Kyrie (Teremeri. Sandus Benedktus 

- = *-—-* — Ode or Psaime to 

The Bishop at 

Rochester: 4 Choral E.'Hnt Service (Gibbons). 
T7»o wlttkeep torn (Wesley). Canon TGidlng. 
UCHFIEID CATHEDRAL 8 HC 1030 S Euch. 
Missa CoUeghun StraJe (HoweQs). The 
Lamentation (Bahstow).The Precentor; 3 JO E, 
Murrill Ln E. Greater lore hath no man 
Breland). 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7 AS litany: BBC 
9JO S Each. FOOT part mass (Byrd). 
EmenOemos In rnetios (ByxdLThe Dean; li.ls 


Are return (Elgar). The,Dean; 
Deum Orelarto In P). Jubtlase 


hearken Utov 
Arnold In A. 




(MmauiL 
' toac 3 


Canon D Ison; 
than give bis a 
630 ES. Thou knowest 
Canon K Parry. 


(Brtnea). 

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 MP • HC 10J0 
Lharty * Each. The Dean: 3 Choral E. Canon D 
Hinma* 4 HC 

UANDAFF CATHEDRAL 7J0.M lUjurl 
Holy Euch. The Dean; 9 Parish Euch, The 
Dean; 11 S Each, Whltioca In E Sat, Come my 
way. my trnih. my UTe (Harken. VenR Roberts; 
111 5 Hotr Euch. 330 Choral E. Walmiafcy In 
D minor. Thou wot keep him In pertea peace 
— ' 6J0 parish E A Sennon. MrV 


NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 7 JO Mi 8 HC 
Canon 1 Bennett 9jo S Euch. Mlsa Aenroa 
cfaristi munera tealestrinaX Are rerum corpus 
namm (Fnndso de Penatosa). Canon I 
Bennerc 6 Choral B. Dorian service (TaUb). 
NEWPORT CATHEDRAL- 8 Ho(y DiCh: 1030 S 
Each. Mlsse O quam glotiosnmrvicton^. Call 
to remembrance (FananO; 6JO ebena 
Walmlsley in D minor. Salvator mmxU (Btowj. 
NORWICH CATHEDRAL 7 JO MR 8.9.15 HC 
1030 S Each. Misa Assumpta est Marla 

(Palestrina). O Saviour or the world- 

RJ Rev M Adte; 3 JO E. CoUeglo^. .-^—. 
rnoweHs). Hear my prayer (Batten), The Dean; 

Sequence of Music A R e adi n gs tor Lent. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 835 HC 
930 m. Benedktte In F (Djpsonh 10 JQ Each, 
colledam Bestle (Hawens). If ye lore me 




r»,». U u. n CATHEDRAL 8 HC 930 
parish Communion. Mass of St Thomas 
(Thome). Ttrm thy tece from 

(Attwood). The Precentor: 11.15 L« - 

attended by Her Mafestrs Jw^es and 
Magistrates, The Prowsfc 6 JO E. 

Regale (Howells). Hear tn 
(Mendelssohn). Canon T Wlmerboi 
R1PON CATHEDRAL 8 Each. Rev D Murtec 
9JO Parish Each.Daite to F.BeattouoramvU 
fstantottt). Rev S Webb; 1130 Choral Each. 
Mlssa brevis (Palestrina). Are return (Byrtfl. 
The Dean; 12-30 Euch. Canon EEasom 530 E. 
MagnffiCar and nunc dlmiltis (MarriU to EJ. 


O yds omnes (Gesualdo). Canon K Punshon. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC; MS M. 
Salvator mundl JBlow). In teiunlo et Qebi 
(Taftisfc 1030 S Euch, Mlssa Papae Maicetti 
Jestrina). Canon R Lea: 3.15 E, Suxmlon in 
Lord let me know mine end (Greene). 
SALISBURY'CATHEDRAL 8 HC. Canon D 
Slam; 10 Each, Canon D Ditrston; 11 JO M. 
Very Rev D Watson; 3 E. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL; 8 HC 10 MP; 1030 
S Euch. Jackson In G. Jesu daids memorla 
(Shephard). Canon/Sinclair; 630 B * Sermon. 
Second Service (CabboruJ. Cantique de Jean 
Racine (RinrQ, tne Provost. 

SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 7.45 Litany: 8 HC 
530 Parish Comm onion. The Provost II M. 
Almtohiy and everiasting God (Gibbons), 
Km-aTui-.P, Blessed,g he (Boyce), -The 
Chancellor; 3.15 E, O Saviour or te world 
"—Howells In B minor;Thee wmi tore 


TRURO CATHEDRAL 8l HC 9 M; 10 S Euch. 
Mlssa brevis (Cheetbam). wash me througfoy 
(Wesley), The librarian; 6 E. Short Service 
teanmin). Turn thee unto me (Boyc^, The 

WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC. Canon G 
Nalrn-Brlagre 9.15 Parish Communion. 
Canon tun 11 Solemn Euch. Canon D 
Baxter. 

WELLS CATHEDRALS HC9ASS EUch.Mlssa 
aetetna Christ! munem (Paiestrlna). Drop 
drop Siam wag (Walton), Rev G Parjan 

M. Sanford toC. CntcUfaauTVlvaidlk:3_ 

to B flat Wash me throughly (Wesley), Preb 
Kent 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC JO M. 
BeaedJcfte ~ 

Rev R Ho 


i 1AJIU 

_ _ Key B Fenton; 3 E. 

Stanford ln A. o Lord Almighty God fttaykw), 
Canon D Hntc SAS Recttali 630 ES. Canon A 
Haney. 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 1030 M, 
Tb Deum In C (Britten). Sacentotes Domini 
(Byrd). The Dean; 1130 Ench. Harwood to A 

(Wesley); 630 Evensong. 

WORCESTER CATHEDRAL 930 Ifemlte 
Euch. Canon R WlnQe; 11 S todL Mms In G 
(Poulenc). Salvator .Mundl (I*ms). Canon P 
Wtnsmne: 4 E. Blair In B minor. Wash 
thoroughly (Wesley); 630 
Sendee, Archdeacon of Worcester. 

YORK MINSTER: BJ.45HC 10 SEmto-Mtea 
O tpram eloriosum. Rev Dr J Chancellor 1130 
M. Benedkfte In G (Tacteonl: 4 E. St Phoft 
service (Hnwetish Lord toon hast been oar 
refuge fyaufibanWIlHanis). 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL ClwyCt 8 HQ II 
Choral Each. Surarion In P. Are verum corpus 
(Elgar). Ven J Davies 330 EP. 

ST EDMUNDSBUKY CATHEDRAL 8 HC. Rev 
R Dawy: 10 Euch. Sandemead Sendee, Canon 

M weft 11 JO HC. Canon S Femte 3 jo E. 

ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL Southward: 
8.106 LM; 1130 solemn M. Man for four 
voices (Byrd). In God atone Is my soul at rest 
(Fesaard). Rev J Cronin; 5 Station of toe Cross. 
ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL London: 8 HC 8 j 45 
M; 11 S Euch. Mass (Strxvlnriqr). ln leiunfo « 
dera (Tams). The Deam 3.(5 C Wesley to E.O 


LoTO look, down from heaven (BattishlU). Ven G 
casricfy. 5 RedtaL • ■ • 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL Eonb- 
more Gardens, London. SWT. 1030 DMne 
Uturey. Kievan and traditional- polyphony. 
Diocesan Bishop Met. Antoouy- 
ALL SAINTS. Margaret Street. Wl: 83.15 LM; 
ll HM. Maas tor lire voices Ortm®. Rev K 
Scully: 6 eab, Gny In F minor, Ttte vicar. 

ALL SOULS. Langham Place. Wl: 9 Com¬ 
munion; 1 1 with All souls Orchestra. Rev R 
Trfart; 6JO Rev J Cook. 

THE ASSUMPTION. WanMdt Street; Wl: 1.1 
Mlssa Ian da_ 

(Vtttoria), O Lord Increase mytelth . 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH. SW, I; .8 HC 10 
■ Chudrea's Service; ll M. The troa Mmy 
^non). Rev D Bean; 12.15 HC 6 E. Rev DrP 


Children-s Sente HM. Die inw tiny Buds, Miss* Cantnarlensts (Rubbra). 
jAston). Rev D Bean; 12.15HC 6 E,RevDrP -LMmenaaons part 1 ftolUs). Rev Dr P 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH. Canoe. SL- v8TMARTTN-tN : THE-ftELDS.WC2: B HC9.45 
WU 11 Sood^SCbooL. - ■■ V 7*. : Euch. Rev. N Thomson: 11-30 VH1foot Rev A 


FARM STREET. Wl: 8.930. I2Jtt 4.15. 6.15 

LM; II HM. _y. 

HOLY TRINTrr BROMFTON. Bromptnn 
Road. SW7 :9 ASB HC. RerN Gtonbet 11 MS. 
Her S Dcrwnham; 5.7JO informal Mr J 
Jennings. 

THB ORATORY. Bmmpmn Roaft 5W7:7.8. 9. 
10. ll Mass. Mass (or five voice* pyrtT.O bone 
Jeso (Carved; I2JO. 430.7; Mass 330 V « B. 
Parer peccan (Inbal 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH: Iwn 
Cdm. wru Hob' Mas*. Archbishop Y 
GUrian. 

WES LETS CHAPEL Ctty.Road. ECZ' 9.45 HCj 
1 ndorotog. Rev Dr LGrUOtlis. 
WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 04 ethodisfl. 
. SWl: 11 HC « Coatinnatlan. Rev Dr P Ocaves; 
6J0 Rev Dr P (Haves. 

ST AVCimiNE. 117 Queens Gate. London. 
SW7; 830 HC 11 S EUCtL Marc Aruonla 
(ngegnert (Victoria). 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran). 
Gresham Sx. EC2: II ChonQ Eoch. Rev P 
Scfunlere 7 Bach Vesper*. Herr Gott dJcft 
loben airewlr and Nun oankec alle Gotr (Bach). 
Die mhTranen (Scbein). RevV La t ogak. 

BT BARTHOU3MEW THE GREAT. SmfthQeld. 
ECl: 9 HC 11 Choral Euch. Mass for four 
voices (ByroL The Rector: 630 & Service tor 
Trebles (Weelkes). Locutus sum to lingua mea 
(Roglta). Rev R Parrott. 

ST BRHIET. Fleet Street. EC4:11 Choral M a 
EuctoBenedlcfie (sumslpn to B flat). Mount to 


Chinese. Rev J Bennett; 5 Choral E; 
630 Evening, Rev C Herbert. 

ST MART ABBOTS CHURCH, Kensi n gton W8: 
8,1230 HC 930 Parish Each. Rev D weekes 
. 11.15 Choral M. Rev FGeflfc 630 H. Mr N Pain. 
STMARTS. Bourne street SW1:9.10.7 LM; 11 
HM. Commonlon Service (causton). 
Archdeacon G Reid; 6 Solemn EBB. 
-STMART-THErvntGiN. Primrose Hut 8 HC 
(030 Parish Euch, Out of the deep (Lupo), 
Mass (Plalnsong). Rev 5 Webster; 6 TaJtte 
Service. 

ST MAKYLEBONE, Marylebone Road. Wl: 8 
HC 11 Ghoral Euch, Mass for fire voices (Byrd). 
Salvator mundl (Tauls). Rev e Wells. 

ST MICHAEL'S. ComhUL EC3: 11 ChOial 
Service. Benedfdie {Purcell to Q. Benedictus 

E lbbons to F). Salvator mundl (Blow), Fr S 
ompbreya. 

ST PAUL'S. Wllron Place; SWL 8. 9 HC 11 
Solemn Euch. Mlssa-pro defuncris yvnerio). 
There is aa old belief (PanyX Vlnea mea rieoa 
(Poulenci, ven B Jacba 

CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD VINCULA. 
HM Tcwer or London: 9.15 HC Rev P Abram; 
II ML Sermon. Benedlctus frallls). Salvator 
Mundl n fTBUUQ. Rev P Abram. 
CHAPELROYALSL JameSBFBfewe:830 HC 
11-15 MF. o pray tor the peace (Howells). 
Canon A Bowden. 

CHAPEL ROYAL B aa rp t oa C—tt Pateee: 830 
HC (1662); DM* Litany. Purcell to B flat. 

----- 330 E. Second service 

not Lord our offences 


dug. Rev C 
ABBOTSC 


(Brahms). Canon J Oases. 

ST CLEMENT oaNBS: 11 Choral Euch. Mass 
for fTve voices (Byrd). Qvhas sanctf tul (Byrd). 
Rev t Thomas. 

ST COLOMBAS CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
Punt jftrrct. SWT: 11 Rev c MacLeod: 630 Rev 

ST EIHELDREDA'S. E ly Place ] 1 S Mm, 
Mas for tire voices (ByrdL CMt&s sanctitul 
(BynQ. Peccamem me cmottdle (Palestrina). 

ST GBOTCPS. Hanover Square, Wl: 830 HC 
11S Eucft. Darke ln a mlnot; The Rector. 

io30SEucft. 


priere (Panrti. Rev D Lawson: 6 Choral E. 
Causton. De profundlS (Gtoctj. 

ST JAMES>, PtecadByi 830 HC; 11 S Each. 
Peter ClareSAS EP. 

ST JOHNS. Stratford E1S: 11 Family 
Communion, Trio sonata No. i (Bach). Rev D 
Richards; 630 SPA Praise: Rev D Richards. 

ST LUKES. Chelsea. SW3: 1030 S Euch. O 
safuatrf? hastfa OVfchoivon). Rev C KeviO- 
Dovtcs; 12.15 HC 630 E. Hear my prayer 
(MendeJssobAl Rav C KevDH>avfes- 
8T MARKS, RiUril M Rd. NW1: 8 HC 
9AS Family Communion; 1.1 S Euch. Mlssa 
Orb Is Factor. Pforans ptaravlr (COrrea), Rev T 
Devonshire Jones. 

ST MARGARETS, Westminster, SW].* M 5 
Ends, Mlssa Cantnarlensts (Rubbra). 


-—____ South Audtey street. 

Wl; 8.15 HC 11 S Bucft. MbsaSpem in AUum 
jKgrtajjjMtemmg.Domlo, WfcBl). 


QUEEN'S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY. WC2: 11 S 
Euch. Lem i (Gibbon^ Chaplain of Merchant 
Taylors school RevR Bolton. 

THE TEMPLE CHURCH, Fteet Street: 830 HC 
5 EP, Magolflou (Sums!on fn Cl Nunc 
dl mlrtis isumsion to G% The sorrows of my 
heart are enlarged (Boyce). 

GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks, SW); 
n - 

ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL, Greenwich 
SBltt ll S Euch (BCP). Shaw. Nolo mortem 
peccatorts evtorfey). Rev C French. 


, Rev C French. 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


S cripture nr*. T wffl damoy 
the «Mob of the wWe, ram 
bring to notlring Ore dvrotr- 
naxs of the dew*. 1 
Corinthians 1 : 19 


BIRTHS 


BAJtmCK - Carl and Sarah 
(n it Manland) are proud to 
auensM the birth of 
Abigail EOan at St George's 
Hospi tal. Tooting, on 20th 

January »«7. 

■tamp . On 12th Febcnan, a 
daughter for ltt|M and 
Sank. Welcome to Rutland. 
HyMtt A jaadfl wjbttr fpr 
Bract, lean, Gerald and 
Wffaua. 

BORAX - On 8th Fehroarr at 
Queen Mary% B o a h amptrav 
to Ala* rod Radii (ntfe Xauft 
a daughter; Sasha Mary, a 
fitt er for imifKB. 

DOBBS - On 13th February at 
Thu Chelsea ■■ and 
Westminster Bnsltal, to 
Catherine (ndcr Hanfmea) 
and Richard, a daughter, 

y pBjft 

KUDO - On 10th Fubnurey 
1997 at The Portland 
Hospital to Amanda and 
Innita fo p pa d e p ghw; 
abut io Shaw and im at 
test. 

KVILOm - Oh Mbasary XXtb 
at The Portland Hospital. 
London,to Leonard and 
Dawn, a son, PWHp lfSaa, a 
brother foe Hlnliaw. 

UUHWOir-On January 16th St 
The Portland flospiPd, to 
Iikfusi (aft Moon) end 


BIRTHS _ 

PtteUPS - Bora Thesdey 11th 
February 1997. nt 
Westmoreland Hospital, 
Kendal. Cumbria, to 8aliy 
(nfe PawcetQ and Jnsmthar^ 
a woadexfnl daughter, 
B o v — Alice. 


SWAN - On February 9th 
1997, to Eery (n4w 
Sheppard) and Andrew, a 
danghiro, Htfflda Jam Kerr, 


TABOR - On February 9th 
1997, to Crania and Patrick. 
a daughter, Eo sauna 
Shrink ftoih TWr r ', a 
slater for Sophie, Haxxy and 


DEATHS 


MEMORIAL SERVICES ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BEDFORD . John Patrick, 
darling husband of 

GahrieHe. loving, patient 
and k i n d ena tofow ■ 

la-lair »f EuUbm end 
SMu^Tom end Ena, Lao, Bo 

and Or stein. Sol toe. Sold 
Otto, tor and BobTotad^ 
100 seddenlv at home on 
February 12th. Haas at 
Donnl Abbey, Upper 
WbununqnwE aaaar Rra d Um 
Blifcar on Tuesday iBrh 
Febr ua ry at 1130 am. We 
would love to see you. 
FLoerersfOonarioas to the 
Handicapped Children's 
PUgrlreue Trust may be 
amt «*> Cha p Hopeae A Ca 
Lid, 6-13 Nomblnok Street. 
HeW lAU T, Beta. 8X514 1DW 
celt CO1635J 5222X0. 


GGKER - On Fe ni o ur y 13th 
1997 LL Colonel Dongles 
Coker (HE. 13Ui/18Qi Rqral 
Hussars (QKO), aged 78. 
beloved by tea rift forir. 
Regiment and friends. 
Funeral foivataL Heiamfil 
Service 230 pa W ett re ed ay 
5di Marsh at the Church of 
Oor Meet Efofr Redeemer and 
St Thoau Mor a, Cb eyne 
low. Chelaee SW3. No 
Hovers but donations to Tbs 
d ci oa a Trust, 70)72 Bridge 
■rod. East Molesey EX89S. 

COHSTMLS - Charles, 


DEC. tm 2nd 
at Sidney, i 


W ido w er of Note, 
red w e ep—Ion of 


was bold at St Joesph ’s 


Frank of 


I MUMRO - Hector on 12 th 
1 February peacefully at 
, Beacon ELdge. Beloved 
j husband of Daphne. The 
meet wonderful tether of 
; Kathryn and Vivienne. 
! Adored grandfather of 


■O I M - On February 10«h 
1997 peer utility at thahky 
Hosptial. CoL Barry Gsta* 

Strasson MBS, Royal 
Artillery adored 

t i wb e u d of BttHa. Proreral 


Wmi-To Cmby adMdiffi 
13th Ibhi u ai y. a d au g ht er. 
Lacy EUrebetft 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


t 'uro J Fetaumt* 1WS % 
Paul's Church. RedhilZ. 
George to Joyce. "Hoe do I 
lore tbeaf let me count the 


MAJWMMR-GB 7th ternary, 
to Philippa Hart and 
Bhautenn. a fine mb, 
Nyeroft Aijuns Topian. 
MTTnsm - On February 
11th, to Frencheska fade 
Every) and WAUib, a 
d a n gte w r. Loufon Bridget, a 
sister for Frederick end 

Maar. 


HIT JWWI - Eric anmofr 
af Boa, wuxa and Flora 
Theresa (ndc Snytbv) 
fonverly of Xixkdale, 
Liverpool, celebrate SO 
yean of marriage on 
Saturday 15th February 
1S97. CwiKvttteuri 


CATmALL - Marguerite 
(Hedge) on 12ih Frimrey 
199JT suddenly tn Uurrtto 
County Hospital, befoeed 
wlfo of the late John, dearly 
loved toother of Robert, 
bta, Gerald and Howard. 
Shu Ml us aa A* wou l d 
have wished, swiftly with 
groat dignity. Funeral 
Service on Friday 21st 
February at 230 pto » 
Lincoln CreuatorlKto. 
Auutty fl aws only p tewu 
but If desired dona ti ons &n 
Croces ReUrinrey he sent n 
ibo Coop tried Srevicn. 
12 tateri Street. Lfansfoi. 
afe <.015221634971. 


I OJOUdH - Peacefully on I2tft 
[ Ftteuary 1997 d Lsuntes 
Hospital. Uvetpori. Mabel 
i Hold, hriaie d wife of the 
tote JBted. LRfi Ooggft of 


loved hoabead of Qadys and 
a dear father, giuedraib er 
end great-grandfather. A 
burial ■wrie ewm be btaa at 
Hardmead Church, 
BedVowlshlie, on Saturday 

niiemiy 22nd. BuiiMn to 
(0X234)232576. 

COITUS - Adrian David 
(known as David), died 
nddredy ca F eb r uar y 11th 
Z997.Somy Kteaed by Jbea. 
bis stem Betsy, his sons 
James and Marcus, and 
BsBnito . Bmad Service at 
Konirts Qroaudn et 
1130 am on Tbuarisy 20fo 
February. Ooutimr If 
desi red u British Dfebrite 


iSadUrCbi 

>XSZ)7<3-Cj 


Sum (0X81) 7*24312. 
eOMFTN - Count Maurice. 
Sudd enly si unexpectedly, 
et heaee tn am Buh ised 
husband, father and 
gi a udtath ec. Pantos! Se nice 
on Th u tey Ahcrosy 20th 
et 2 pro at The CathoUe 
Church of Our lady ad St 
Feter Aldebuxgb, nBeft 
Flowers to Tony Browns 
Fuaeral Senire. 


coMfbrtehly at home on 
Frifototy 18th I997JFttn«rsf 
at ftlilvppttotoe on F eb r uar y 
22st at 2 pea Iriedly Houses 
only please, donations If 
dsafted to Si teyb Chuck, 
Bishops toss, c/o Mr A 
fund, Seymour House, 


SN6 an. 
(01792) Si 


JOSEPH* - Elroy. Senior 

died 8th February 1997. 
DcnuBsrdmmdl 
ewpilvlee to teaus Croak 
Funeral Di rect tu rn <0181) 
469-4362. 


MB Uid re irity an 
«<fa *t age <6. A 


tew of ffa. Formerly of 
Kenya el Spain. Funeral 
Service at TuavMih All 
Saints Church can Monday 
2Kb Febr uary at 11 are. AH 
engulxlas to Spencer ft 
reyteu. B aef n gs tohe. tab 
(PI256) 23I66L 


PIERS - Constance (ode 
fteriesj wtfe of the tees 
Freer Mae of Zambia end 
friaDndMdtriHteM 
amidst loving tomOy, 
Unftfow^riMOK 

• ZStohten Link, Fonwey Fetro. 


trusted friend ef an. His 


genstnsiiy te aB 
his eiKleeroyn trill be a 
groat loss. His toajor 
contribution to Higher 
Ed u ca tion has been an 
InSBlnden to ell who 
worked with hire- The 
University staff, the 
C o* e ra O ra and assay In the 
wider community extend 
state jaWouit d s y mp at hy to 


grandm oth er an d yvat- 
^todtoothSE. Zrintty newure 
only Blessa. Funeral ar AH 
Saints Chnruh. Surety, 
R o m e. 8oaten et on 20ta 
rehmeti 1997 et 12 noon. 


SUB> • EX. CAuaX wUow of 


TO Hneptrat oa F ebruar y 
13<h. Marecafal Service to be 


I GAS OM - TuiquQ Jeseas Roes 
Mro . on r e tiwro y 12 th, 
after a short fllnesa, la 
kuthrapMA General 
N oep tt a l Mean rweiteii 
followed by a Serrtcv of 
Th a nkv g te teg. Enquiries to J 
ft 11 Bumphris, Funeral 
Mnsctom. (01295) 3/60*34. 


HQ8LM - On Febrary 14rn 
iactfueUae Mnna in the 
Middlesex Hospital 
peacefully after e 
wonderful ly courageous 
bretl a wtih c an cer . So very 
damply loved wife of Clive, 

reothraof GahysadTbaoihr 
end adoring jroiittourim of 
Lukas. Fuaeral Sunday 
February 16th at 11 are 
Edge earelMiry Cemeter y. 
Prayers Sunday evening 
7pm. Donstlone in hex 
memory te Macmillan 


win reside etas Ntm and 
Store to h ew ftti etossfty. 


WWW P MMI > On FeBaaray | 
Lteh 1997 Sura Roto (SBEy) I 
of POtoa, after a share 
Illness. ’ Dearly loved | 
daughter of Margaret. I 
tf re o tod mother te Guy and ; 

ana lovftM fttoml 
Of Ihvt. F uneral on | 
Thurs day 20tt» Fetarocy at i 
3pm In rllton Church. 1 
Family flowers only, j 
Donations, if desired, to ■ 
Guide Doge fta the IBM I 


20th 12 noun at St r et ro* 
Church, Dartmouth. No 
flowers please but 
d w ra ifo as If desired to The 
British Been Fonndatioa ev 
Royal Artillery Heritage 
Campripn tJo RC Ftttor ft 
Sans LttLFuns«ai Db ecfots, 
uh C01803) 832323. 


WADE - Vernon Arthur, 
Tansley, Major LA. (retd). 1 
Feacefony te Us 9Xst year 
at Weybridge BospiM afrer 
a brief On rev la ara nory of I 
a dearly loved tether ef| 
Hsimiuu a. - father fn tew of I 
Stephen and grandpa of 
Mlcote and Jo-jo; admired by I 
allwhokoewlbte OeBiatlon 
at St John's, Woking; on 
Tuesday 18tb Fe tnuev y it 
llaroBowen to Lodge Bros. 
Funstsl Directors. 36-38 
Hid Street, Weybridge, 
XT13 SAB, tab <01932) 
85VSR We deeply eemsxi 
toe peering of one of Ufrt 


Wiunwt - Passed away 
suddenly oa Wednesday. 
February 12th 1997 aa The 
Jersey General Hospital. 
Arthur Jaarea <Jfaa) aged 87 
ye se s. M u ch lured b uitouu d 
of Mrigere t and tether of 
Brace Bad Martin. Ha will be 
deeply Biased by all Us 
luvteg temOy rod teteuds. A 
fuasxal wfll trim place te 

Jersey on Tuesday 18th 
February. Family flowers 
- only p l eas e, a w n t ta n e may 
he seat te memory of Arthur 
Willing* to: The Jersey 
gratify tearing and H<mm 
Care, cfo The Treasurer. Le 
Res Centro, St Savfoar's 

S T££S?J7S21 

WWTDUR - Colin AJG. of 

Eta m raPGraeftBeteWi,iato 
of Klngswood Grammar 
School and Xlnasfialds 
School, poaceruibf atUs 
hjeeoa Weeny 10th aged 
70. Mart i tend mtip^ gf 
StafTt, beloved dad of Alteon 

and (tetxfoaa. Losing fothro> 
toteweti Rod and Fetec Best 
mndpa of Alistair and 
to roew m. Fungal Service at 
* Anars fm<. ■■ nww 
Comreou. on Wednesday 
February 19th at II am 
by cremation at 

gerramim tetftHo^raor 

MtornSrared donations for 
toe Ustol Oncotere Unit m 
Bryan G. Bishop Funeral 
S«vtev, HaDanuw Road, 
raoftre, near Bristol. 

™8"*Oe Fetn uar y 14th, 
peacefully, Fiona, greatly 
fovea wtto of sir Brian 
ftons. Much lured by tar 
ckfldran Juanaa. Tfatorhy 
■nd Deborah and by her 


1 AMP-A Memorial Service fos 
RJra Mary Lend wfll be 
“go*Tuesday IBrh March 
1997 at 12 noon In the 
Chute* of St femes the less. 
Friary Street, Colchest e r, 
Essex. No flowers at the 


BWHMT K«1U - May toe ere 


*** you ever eoreb 
•ran tmntJ Am 
ra t ed tn Uv wem. 


any donadone to toe Barbara 
Mary Land Tram Puml for 
the ben efi t of her lines 
children u Lloyds Bank. 
Branch 30-99-88, Account 
Number 076866ft 

WTIH - A Ma no ria l Service 
for Dr. Derrick Robert 




%. - 1 *': 


Unlveralry__ 

Mmrit, wffl be hrid te St 
John's College Chanel on 
Saturday 1st Marsh 1997 at 
12 noon. 


Lecturer in 

be ftrid te St 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


a rawim wur ftcnoot. fa m. 

flrteg ♦■■iWflue of O ui dpm r 


fte MW* ynujterodftdlr, prewe 

ep lore in abasdeacu ran 


BIRTHDAYS 


MTOPYs mn HDAY. Ifare fa. ray 

gwM — e ew ii wrare « te «ta 
- Mel can OlFl 481 1982 


Mnhtey taro 
Clo^tadlTl. 


SERVICES 


urme eapmm tafo reu rataow 
year i m co rouu . Wtfae nrotore- 
mram f erarivd 19*1, 
SSpa ttoBHrirerE. ert 


JSggW UftH 

"USEarorowJ 


WANTED 


Fhene 01273 747*83 

BbCnmmra&Be 

Pjtesnomwl 
_yhta3i Part: lea wx. 
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Obituaries 


this 
1 Pay 

W-itl 
* 5 ii i 1 


Nora Bdoff. amhor and 

journalist died on February 
1- aged 78. She was bornra 
January 24,1919. 

ollnT’I^TT?^ 

SST dem a ™ J “ S 

£l’ l J5 al correspondent. Nora 
»foff was one of the most “visible" 
journalists writing for the 
J ?. he ? Press in her day: M- 
ays lnely and opinionated — not 

n^nS^ Ud, - Ced ~ Whether ^rt- 
>ng from foreign capitals or casting 

a nothing eye over the domestic 
polmcai scene, she was not noted 
“ r judicious commentary or dis¬ 
passionate judgment, once her ire 
had been aroused. 

, But - whether she was assailing 
ine Labour Government's record 
o' er the trade union closed shop or 
Derating postwar British Govern¬ 
ments of either complexion over 
their attitude to the former Yukk 
slavia, she brought a certain heady 
immediacy to the business of 
repotting. Knowledgeable she 
might be, but she was never in any 
danger of becoming a mandarin — 
nor did she wish to be. 

Nora Beloff was not the first 
woman to work as a journalist in 
the parliamentary lobby. That dis¬ 
tinction belongs to Baroness White, 
who as Eirene Jones went to work 
there for the Manchester Evening 
News in 1946. But almost 20 yean 


later Beloff did blaze her own trail 
by becoming the first woman 
political correspondent of a nat¬ 
ional newspaper! She. held the post 
on The Observer {ram 1964 until 
her retirement in 1976. 

Although she was inclined to 
regard that period as the apex of 
her career, her most valuable work 
had, m fact been done earlier. She 
a resourceful and courageous 
PStns correspondent for the same 
paper during the difficult years of 
the Algerian War in the 1950s and 
she also served with distinction in 
Washington. Moscow and Brussels 
—■ the last posting- producing her 
first and best book. The General 
Says No (1963), a vivid account of 
the original, abortive British nego¬ 
tiation to join the EEC of 1961-63. 

From a cosmopolitan back¬ 
ground herself — she was the 
daughter of Russian Emigres and 
the younger sister of Lord Beloff, 
later Gladstone Professor of Gov¬ 
ernment and Public Administra¬ 
tion at Oxford —- she possessed 
many of the attributes of the bom 
foreign correspondent Educated at 
King Alfred School and Lady 
Margaret Hajl, Oxford, where she 
read history, she did not immed¬ 
iately think of journalism-as a 
career. 

After graduating from Oxford in 
1940, she started off as a member of 
the Political Intelligence. Depart¬ 
ment of the Foreign Officeand this. 


NORA BELOFF 


no doubt, gave her a head start 
oyer - many of her subsequent 
nyals. From the Foreign Office, she 
joined first Reuters, where she was 
a reporter for the year 1945-46. and 
then served as Paris correspondent 
of The Economist before arriving at 
The Observer in die same year, 
.1948, that David Astor took up the 
editorship. For the next decade and 
a half she served successively in the 
major European capitals and in 
America. In addition to the difficul¬ 
ties of reporting the Algerian War 
from the Paris posting, she almost 
lost her life in America, when her 
car was in collision with a taxi in 
Washington. For a while she was in 
a critical condition in hospital."" 
before emerging-to re-enter the 
journalistic fray. . 

It was Astor who appointed her 
political correspondent of 77ie Ob¬ 
server 16 years after she had been 
taken oh to the paper, it was in 
some ways an unenviable inheri¬ 
tance. The paper had never really 
found a replacement for Hugh 
Massingham, its star political col¬ 
umnist of the. 1940s and 1950s — 
and. whatever Beloffs talents, she 
was not a writer in the same, class 
as he was. It is also ndf necessarily 
an advantage for a political corres- - 
pondent to possess strong and. 
committed personal opinions; 
Beloff certainly held those and had 
no intention of hiding them. 

From the outset she allied herself 


firmly with die “revisionist'’ wing 
of the Labour Party: even Harold 
Wilson, as Prime Minister, was 
said to examine her copy in order to 
find out what such Cabinet col¬ 
leagues as Roy Jenkins and Antho¬ 
ny Crosland were up to. 

But a price inevitably had to be 
paid for such overt partisanship. 
Relations between No 10 and The 
Observer became increasingly 
strained during the course of the 
1964-70 Labour Government —. 
with the Prime Minister on one 
occasion writing a ten-pace letter of 
protest to the paper's Editor detail¬ 
ing his complaints against its 
potiticai coverage. No doubt, there 
were faults on both sides — but 
even Beloffs principal sources 
grew embarrassed by the intensity 
of her evangelical fervour, which 
was combined on occasion with a 
quite startling indiscretion. 

Her latter years on The Observer 
were also clouded by an unwise 
. High Court action brought against 
Private Eye for breach of copyright, 
which she last Still, Beloff could 
■ claim to have got some things right 
She was among the first to spot the 
danger of “entryisnr into the 
Labour Party — and the eventual, if 
belated, showdown over Militant 
folly vindicated her earlier 
warnings. 

Beloffs tenure did not however, 
survive the paper’s change of 
ownership and editorship in 1976 


and her last years were spent 
specialising in what she saw as the 
wartime and postwar betrayal of 
Yugoslavia by die West She wrote 
occasionally on this theme in The 
Daily Telegraph and Ii also provid¬ 
ed die subject for her last book. 
Tiro's Flawed Legacy, which was 
published in Italy and the United 
States as wdl as in Britain in 1935. 
Fiercely pro-Serbian to the end, she 
maintained in it that Britain had 
been misled into supporting Tito’s 
Partisans against Mihajlovic’s 
Cetrdks, in spite of a paradoxical 
recognition of Tito'S achievements 
as a bulwark against potential 
Soviet aggression in the Balkan 
region. 

Other books she wrote included 
Freedom under Foot (1976), whose 
double entendre title expressed its 
intentions, a fierce attack on Mich¬ 
ael Foot’s support for the recogni¬ 
tion of trade union rights in 
newspapers, including a closed 
shop for journalists, during his 
time as Employment Secretary. No 
Travel like Russian Travel (1979) 
was an examination of the differ¬ 
ence between appearance and real- 
. Hy in experiencing the daily life of 
the Soviet Union. 

After her retirement from The 
Observer Nora Beloff married, in 
1977, Clifford Makins, a former 
sports editor of the paper. He 
predeceased her in 1990. She had 
no children. 



MAJOR GEOFFREY BIDDLE 


JOHN BAKER 


nillion- 
line tas 


Major Geoffrey Biddle, 
MBE, GM. bomb 
disposal expert, died on 
February 3 aged 79. He 
was born on May 7,1917. 

GEOFF BIDDLE probably 
saved the life of Sir Edward 
Heath in 1975 when he defused 
an IRA bomb which had been 
wedged in a bag beneath a car 
outside the former Prune Min¬ 
ister's London home. The 
bomb was a new terrorist 
device, designed to" go off 
when released from the pres¬ 
sure of the car. 

Called to the . scene in the 
early hours of a bitterly cold 
night, Biddle had to lie in the 
gutter and. working by-the 
light of his torch, gently pull, 
round the bag until it faced- 
him — before he could start to 
dismantle the device. The car. 
moreover, was a Mini, which. 
allowed him little space in 
which to work. 

Judged even by die exacting 
standards of his qruft, it ipr 
volved a breathtaking blend of 
skill and courage—to which a 
grateful Edward Heath has : 
since paid tribute. Biddle's 
only personal comme nt of die 
incident was. to complain 
a bout the cold. “The wind.” - he 
said, “was blowing up my 
trousers." 

Biddle it was who. two years 
earlier, had defused the first’ 
car bomb in London, parked 
outside New Scotland Yard. 
Together with his okf friend 
and colleague Major Don 
Henderson, he had helped to 
set up the Metropolitan Police 
Explosives Office at Cannon 
-Cow on leaving the Army in 
-1 r 64. Its early work involved 
criminal investigation rather 
than terrorism, and Biddle 
was soon a familiar police 
witness, providing scientific 
evidence at the Old Bailey. 

It was IRA’activity in the . 
1970s, however, which raised 
his profile, drawing praise-, 
from High Court judges and 
ihe tabloids as he and his ’ 
small, elite team moved calm¬ 
ly from one crisis to another.. 
He and a colleague answered 





Softly, softly: Biddle tackles an explosive device in Piccadilly in the 1970s 


five caHsinone 48-hour period 
alone;: early in 1974, although 
some of the bombs went off 
before-.-they, got there. The 
targets included Madame 
Tussaudi,- the Earls Court 
Boat Show and a senior army 
officers home in Kensington. 

Biddle dismantled one de¬ 
vice, at a loudly ticking card¬ 
board box in Ealing, only just 
in time. The dock had only 30 
seconds togo before triggering 


the lethal mix inside — the 
kind of scenario that James 
Bond might have relished. As 
it was. the closest he came to 
serious injury was in 1975 
when a parcel bomb sent by a 
jilted lover to his ex-mistress 
blew up In Biddle’s face as he 
was dealing with it, badly 
scorching his wrists and 
eyebrows. 

Despite his hair-raising 
career, however, Geoffrey Wil¬ 


liam Biddle had started out as 
a gents’ outfitter. Bom at 
Bromley, Kent, the son of a 
foreman builder, he left school 
to train at his local branch of 
Burton’s. He was not more 
than 20 when they made him 
manager, the youngest Bur¬ 
ton’s manager in the country. 

Bur then the war broke out. 
Rejected for the front line 
because he wore glasses, Bid¬ 
dle was drafted into the Royal 
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Army Pay Corps. Within 
months he had successfully 
sought a. transfer to die Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps 
(RAOC) where he qualified as 
an ammunition examiner. 

A Warrant Officer Class 
One by the time the war 
ended. Geoffrey Biddle had 
found his m&tier. Rather titan 
return to Burton’s counters he 
accepted a commission as an 
ammunition technical officer 
(ATO) - and embarked on a 
long-term military career. He 
travelled widely during the 
next 19 years, including post¬ 
ings in the Middle East, East 
Africa and Cyprus —where he 
was defusing bombs during 
the Eoka troubles. 

He was never technically a 
policeman, but was known as 
a Metropolitan Police Staff 
Officer. Nevertheless, he took 
it as a great compliment when 
a senior police officer re¬ 
marked diet “the Mer looked 
on him as one of their own. 

Geoffrey Biddle, who re¬ 
tired for the second time in 
1981, was loaded until hon- 
■ ours, including being named 
as Man of the Year in 1976 and 
being made a Freeman of the 
City of London. But when he 
went to the Palace to receive 
his MBE he had to enter 
through a side gate to avoid 
photographers beca u se of the 
sensitive nature of his work. 

Yet he never assumed the 
mantle of a hero. A slim, grey¬ 
haired, mild-mannered man. 
he rarely lost his temper or 
raised his voice. Nor did he 
lose the personal standards of 
a soldier. He would never 
have dreamt of going out, even , 
after he retired, without a 
collar and tie, polished shoes , 
and neatly pressed trousers. 

He was only 22 when he | 
married his wife, Lilian, 
“Geordie" who had moved | 
south to work in a Bromley 
hotel. They met through their | 
shared love of ballroom danc¬ 
ing and their idea of a treat 
when they were young was to 
foxtrot to Joe Loss and his 
band at the Hammersmith 
Palais. 

In his retirement they 
played bowls together at their 
local dub, of which he was to 
become secretary and then 
president He also retained his 
links with rite Army and the 
police, and attended a 1984 
function held to commemorate 
the thirtieth anniversary of the 
Explosives Office — now part 
of SOl3, the Anti-Terrorist 
Branch. 

His wife died in 1987 and 
Geoff Biddle, who was in¬ 
creasingly crippled by rheu¬ 
matoid arthritis, moved into a 
nursing homeover a year ago. 
He is survived by a daughter 
and a son. 


John Baker, composer of 
music for radio and 
television programmes. 

died of cancer on 
February 7 aged 59. He 
was born at Leigh-on-Sea 
On October 12.1927. 

IN THE heyday of the 
Radiophonic Workshop, the 
BBC’s electronic music studios 
in Maida Vale, three compos¬ 
ers were predominant: David 
Cain, Delia Derbyshire and 
John Baker. Before synthesiz¬ 
ers and multitrack tape re¬ 
corders became common. 
Baker used everyday sounds 
as his “instruments” — the 
wanging of a ruler, the noise 
made by blowing across the 
top of a bottle or the plop of a 
cork being pulled. He 
changed their pitch cm tape, 
edited the sounds together 
(sometimes measuring notes 
inexactly to introduce a synco¬ 
pated feeling) and used, per¬ 
haps, three tape recorders 
running simultaneously side 
by side to put together the final 
composition. 

In the official history of the 
Workshop, there are refer¬ 
ences ro so-called “Baker tech¬ 
niques” in “realising" 
electronic music. They were 
used for many years after he 
had left 

John Baker was a descen¬ 
dant of a successful family of 
firework manufacturers in the 
East End of London. After 
graduating at the Royal Acad¬ 
emy of Music he joined the 
BBC in I960. He worked first 


as a studio manager, a job 
which, in those times, could 
entail playing discs on the 
light Programme’s House¬ 
wives’ Choice one day and 
editing foreign correspon¬ 
dents’ dispatches on 78 rpm 
records for Radio Newsreel 
the next. 

Three years later, Balter 
moved to the Radiophonic 
Workshop, which was then in 
the vanguard of electronic 
music work. While there, he 
composed the signature tunes 
of many BBC radio and tele¬ 
vision shows, including that of 
tile Radio Fbiur current affairs 
programme PM, the jingle for 
the listeners’ letters slot on 
Woman’s Hour and the theme 
of BBC English by Radio on 
the World Service. 

Producers commissioning 
his work used to see him at the 
Maida Vale studios to give 
him an idea of what they 
wanted. He merely listed each 
of the adjectives they used to 
describe their programmes — 
words he then had by him 
when he came to work on their 
music. As with BBC English 
by Radio, he often embodied 
the rhythm of the pro¬ 
gramme's title into the pieces 
he composed. 

Baker provided incidental 
music and special effects for 
many plays, one of them a 
Third Programme production 
in J969 of Ibsen'S When We 
Dead Awaken, starring Ralph 
Richardson- One of the more 
unusual requests made to him 
came from a man from the 


Royal Shakespeare Company, 
who wanted a sonata com¬ 
posed from the sound of his 
kneecap being tapped. “You 
record your knee-cap and 111 
do my best" Baker told the 
man. He never heard from 
him again. 

The stress of being continu¬ 
ously inventive - and of balanc¬ 
ing. say. several commissions 
in his head at one time, 
coupled with the painstaking 
proass of assembling the 
music, all took its toll of 
Baker's health. In addition, he 
worked hard away from the 
BBC. providing effects for 
many TV commercials and 
writing a good deal of mood 
music, some of which was 
used in die Beatles film. Help! 

John Baker was a resource¬ 
ful and innovative jazz pianist 
in die Andre Previn/Dudley 
Moore mould, although he 
largely confined his playing to 
his native Southend-on-Sea. 
He composed and orchestrat¬ 
ed a jazz Mass for a local 
church. 

Ill-health forced him to part 
company from the BBC in 
1974 and he never really 
recovered from the shock of 
his departure. A shy. sensitive 
and courteous man. he was 
blessed with a heightened 
sense of the ridiculous, which 
helped him to cope with 
illness. In his latter years, he 
liked nothing better than to 
spend his days (and nights) 
listening to his favourite pro¬ 
grammes on Radio Three. 

He was unmarried. 



Baker with tape machine and mixing desk in the BBC Radiophonic Workshop 



MR WILSON IS LABOUR’S 
NEW LEADER 

FROM OUR POUTICA1 CORRESPONDENT 

Mr. Harold Wilson, who is 46. last night 
became Leader of the Labour Party in 
succession ro the late Hugh GaitskeH. In this 
week's second ballot he had a majority of 41 
votes over Mr. George Brown, the acting 
leader, and only two of the 249 Labour M.PS. 
who were eligible abstained from voting ... 

After the meeting of the parliamentary 
party had dispersed there continued to be no 
positive assurance that Mr. Brown intended 
ro keep his post as deputy leader of the party 
under Mr. Wilson. When the question was 
specifically put to Mr. Wilson at his press 
conference in Transport House last night he 
elusjveiy said that the parliamentary party 
meeting had been private and he could nor 
calk about it 

Late last night after a long discussion 
between Mr. Wilson and Mr. Brown at 
Transport House, seme Labour leaders' 
confidently forecast that Mr. Brown will in 
the end agree to serve as deputy leader. But no 
official statement was forthcoming. 

h later became known that the declaration 
of the result was followed by a few moments of 
drama. As Mr. Wilson rose to acknowledge 
his election Mr. Brown is said to have waved 


ON THIS DAY 

February 15,1963 


George Brown 14-85) had been 
deputy leader to Hugh Gaitskell since 
I960 and served as such under Harold 
Wilson until 1970 when he was created a 
life peer. 

him down and asked that he should be 
allowed to explain his position. In effect be 
said he wanted time to consider his position as 
deputy leader. He asked the meeting to 
sympathize with his motives and give him an 
opportunity to consult with the new leader on 
polty and other matters before he decl ared 
his intentions in the new situation. 

According to Labour M.P.S Mr. Brown 
made a very dignified figure as he raced the 
meeting calmly and sturdily. He is said to 
have shewn no signs of emotion, although the 
rank and fife know that he is an engagingly 
emotional man... 


There then seems 10 have been a warm 
tribute from Mr. Wilson to Mr. Brown's 
dynamic qualities as a party leader (he is 
chairman of the organization subcommittee, 
which makes him a force in the constituency 
parties! and as a parliamentary speaker.. • 

Mr. Wilson added that the election had 
been completed without any rankling or 
bitterness, and with the leadership of the 
party united. 

Some commentators would try to read into 
the result of the ballot that approval had been 
given ro a particular mandate or section or 
group or policy. But it was dear that the votes 
cast were those of the whole party. He 
regarded himself as elected not by 144 votes 
but by the party as a whole. He accepted his 
duty to serve the whole party in Parliament 
and in the country- 

He added that three things had been 
derided. First there was a mandate to 
maintain the unity of the party that Hugh 
GaitsfceU had handed on three weeks ago. The 
second mandate was to continue those policies 
worked out under Mr. Gaitskeil's leadership. 
The third (“there can be no doubt about this-} 
was id lead Labour to victory in the coming 
election. With the help of the whole party in 
Parliament and the country that, said Mr. 
Wilson, was what he proposed to do... 
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Birth control for 11-year-olds 

■ Children as young as li should be offered free condoms and 
advice on sex to reduce Britain's high rate of teenage 
pregnancies, a key government advisory body says. 

In the most authoritative review of research on sex among 
teenagers, the NHS Centre for Reviews and Dissemination says 
school-based sex education and by clinics providing contra¬ 
ceptives are the best way to stop teenage pregnancies Page 1 

The richest man in the world 

■ Bill Gates. 41. the American computer entrepreneur, last year 
used a stampeding bull market to double his fortune to 
$29 billion (£18 trillion). setting him well on the mad to becoming 
the world's greatest human wealth accumulator— Pages L 23 


Nazi victim 

A British woman living near 
Cologne died after being attacked 
by neo-fascists angered by a -Na¬ 
zis Out" sticker on her rucksack, a 
German court heard-Page 3 

Lost chapel found 

Archaeologists believe that they 
may have found the lost royal 
chapel of St Michael in Stirling 
Castle_Page 6 

Tests for teachers 

Student teachers will have to dem¬ 
onstrate their own grasp of gram¬ 
mar and spelling under plans by 
Gillian Shephard — - Page S 

Wreck’s legacy 

Wildlife on the Pembrokeshire 
coast is still feeling the impact a 
year after the Sea Empress ran 
aground-Page 10 

All in the mind 

The power of the imagination can 
distort people's perception of the 
past, an American psychologist 
has shown__Page 11 


Airline strike 

American Airlines is on the verge 
of the most serious airline strike in 
aviation history which might leave 
hundreds of thousands of passen¬ 
gers stranded_Page 14 

Yeltsin ailing 

Boris Yeltsin is unable to walk 
unaided for more than a few yards 
and is showing signs of Parkin¬ 
son’s disease-Page 15 

Clinton peace call 

President Clinton has called on 
Israel and Syria to resume talks on 
the Golan Heights, security and 
Lebanon___—_Page 16 

Beijing on edge 

China'S Foreign Minister called 
for calm as the stand-off over a 
defecting senior North Korean 
continued in Beijing Page 17 

Mayor under scrutiny 

Jean Tlberi, die Mayor of Paris, 
feces imminent investigation cm 
suspicion of corruption, according 
to a magazine-Page 18 


Wl backs village hall strippers 

■ Strippers and blue comedians will be welcome in the village 
hall at Shotley in Suffolk, thanks to support from the Women’s 
Institue. The local vicar, the Rev Robin Spittle, objected on moral 
grounds but Wl members said although they might not attend 
the shows, they were not staid marmalade-makers Page 1 
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Simon Jenkins: As I turned a 
corner in Cheshire I faced an 
astonishing sight — an Eng¬ 
lish foxhunt at foil trot and in 

foil regalia_Page 22 

Roger Scruton: A priest can 
face no unhappier situation 
than ministering to a dying 

congregation.-Plage 22 

NRchael Bdoffc Alleged mur¬ 
der is as serious a libel as can 
be envisaged-Page 22 

EU arras code; devolution; 
land gifts: science and arts: 
Calcutta book fire: Mr and 
Mrs Beeton-Page 23 


Two wrongs: Newspapers 
seeking to counter injustice 
have their place in the press 
gallery, not as advocates for 

the prosecution-Page 23 

Without a crew: The next gen¬ 
eration of nwvie-rnakers are 
already crashing through the 

door.....Page 23 

- Micro, micro, on the wbH: In 
earlier centuries there was 
probably not enough wealth 
for anyone to be compared 
with Bill Gates—.....Page 23 


Non Beloff, farmer Observ¬ 
er journalist ....—...Page 25 


Mortgages: The Halifax and 
other leading mortgage lend¬ 
ers have started a new round 
of the mortgage price war, in 
some cases cutting the price 
of fixed rate loans by more 
than! percent-Page 27 

Banking: More than 8CUXX) 
staff of Lloyds TSB are in line 
for. bonus arid salary for 
creases worth an average of. 

£1,000 each--.Page 27 

Markets:The FT-SE100 rose 
13.9 points to dose at 4341.0. 
Sterling fell from 97.8 to 97.7 
after a fell, from $1.6222 to 
$1.6213 and from DM2.7367 
to DM2.7348——.Page 30 


Rugby union: If the tight for¬ 
wards absorb Ireland’s initial 
onslaught England are as 
well equipped as anyone to 

win in Dublin-Page 52 

Cricket England took five 
New Zealand wickets for 229 
after potting them into baton 
the opening-tfey of the final 


Football: West Ham signed 
John Hartson. the Wales and,. 
Arsenal strite, .for ; a dub 
record £5 miUiofr™ Page 52.. 


Classic car tfadt; BMW 525 
touring; t omorr o w s traffic 


MAGAZINE 

Mia and me: Woody Alien 

hits back . - Page 8 

Royal restoration: Wind¬ 
sor Castie-Page-27 

Pood & drink Pages 47-49 

Weekend 

The small tone.* Minor 
league gloiy—Pages L 2 



Kbt ki-lha bush: Richard 
Morrison says the year’s 

most bizarre musical event 

may be Dame Kiri Te 
Kanawa's outdoor concert 
- in fitopulha^^^.Page 21 
Cflff In towhr Panned by 
the critics but adored by 
foe fans. Cliff Richard’s 
musical f&athcl iff has 
reached l£^Dn_Page21 
Pitching aston- 

stars 

staging^ ijush Gomes to 

Offvler Awards: Ao^dts 
sit in judgment -—Page 20 


Property: Converting a 
bank into a home.. Page 8 
Home Bfe: Older siblings 
can be friends—PageIi 

1015 

Aliens atari-—Page 6 

Win a computer—Page 3 

Careers---Page 4 
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THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,404 

A £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times, Saturday Crossword Competition, PO Box 486, Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD . The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/ Address----—--- 



ACROSS 

I Show extremes of violence in rage 
and fuiy P). 

5 Too dose to front of ship (7). 

9 A devil or two (5). 

10 Chapter introducing imaginary 
village university (9). 

11 Rdigiousfy perform lines, some 
in translation (9). 

12 ThscauMmafcesiiitfittnaT(5)- 

13 Comfortable borne with a girl (5). 
15 Cockney isn't pursued outside, 

being innocent pJ). 

IS Poirot takes on an arduous sort of 
task (9). 

19 As body would, after one is this? 
(5)■ 

21 Animal making noise that's not 
so loud (5). 

23 Coach bone involved in accident 
almost (9). 

25 Sweet on gni but one day he’s 
deceived (5.4). 

26 Appeal to anal! boy? It often 
doesn't (5). 

27 Abandon speaking course (7). 

28 Composer who made his mark? 

P)- _ 

Solution to Puzzle No 20398 
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DOWN 

1 One who essayed to have another 
child? (7). 

2 Ordered queries about Capone’s 
gat (9). 

3 Shaft of fight from single ame¬ 
thyst (5). 

4 Rightness of conviction as first 
three get sent up (9). 

5 A 27 to attack with energy (5). 

6 Big, sturdy harness (9). 

7 Avoid Kansas City (5). 

8 Exploited p a rt n e r s h ip in fall (7). 

14 Heartless spa! in beer, an artis¬ 
tically watery concoction (9). 

16 Steel can’t break, they fed (9). 

17 Heavy sheet physicist put into 
pool (9). 

18 In road across foreshore, lav out 
rope (7). 

20 Again cut up in this final contest 

22 Plant is performing satisfactorily 
(5). 

23 look into diminution in influence 
(5) 

24 Lost in transit? (2J). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20,403 
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Latest Road and Wiesther conditions 
UK Weather-ABragkm 0390 444 910 
OK Roads - AH 0334 401 410 

Mdeffi! 0236 401 T46 

M2S and Link Roach 0334401747 

Kfadood Mooorwsys 0334 401 748 

Contfenmal Europe 0334401 910 

Chmlcraoh^ 0334401 388 

Motoring nr Heathrow 

A Gaowfefc drpom 0334407 SOS 


AGuridcrirpora 0334407 SOS 
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World City Wea ther 

153 datmatfcms world wlda 
ft eftav forecast 
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byffufmtacfrap} 03*4 414333 

Motoring 

Europe Cowxry by Cousry 0334 401 88S 
fawwU«H 0330401884 

FrodiMomwp 0334 401887 

Sroport Mbnaarion 0334 401 882 

Dtaujtaul Rats 0334 401 400 
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TODAY 

C SunriMK SunsatK 

7 IS an 5 16pm 

Moon Mb Moon rises 
2.02 am JiJSam 

RdmanUnnyK 
London 5.16 pm to 713 am 
Bristol 556 am to 722 an 
EdMxxghS 17 pro Id 7*6 am 

Mmdwatar5 iSpm.vj 726 sr. 

P w ua nca 5 40 pm 5 j 7Si am 
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Son ram: Son grata: 

7.13 am 5 * 8 pn 
Moon sat* Moan rises 

3.00 ran 1208 pm 


FuS moan Pabniaiy 22 
London 518 pm la 7 n am 
Bristol 527 pm a 720 am 
BOnbugh 5 IS pm es 7*3 an 
Munch m *»t 521 pm to 723 am 
Penzance 5 *3 pm la 729 am 
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□ General: England and Wales wiD 
have a largely dry day wife sunny 
spells. Rato may reach western 
fringes by midnight. Temperahses 
near normal after aarly frost, but winds 
will increase In the west later. 

Wintry showers over northern Scot¬ 
land will die out to leave most parts, 
and Northern Ireland, with sunny 
spells. The Province wfl] see rain in the 
evening. Temperatures may be on the 
cold side after overnight frost 

□ London, SE England, E Angfta, 
Central S England, E Midlands, E 
England, W Midlands, Central N 
England: dry and bright with sunny 
spells, more cloudy later. Wind west 
moderate backing south west and 
increasing fresh. Max 9C {48F). 

□ Channel Isles, SW England, S 
Wales, N Wales, Lake District, Me 
of Maui, SW Scotland, Glasgow: 
sunny start, then cloudy, some ran 


later by midnight Wind west light 
backing south Increasing fresh .or 
strong. Max 8C (46F). 

□ NW England, NE England, Bor¬ 
ders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth: dry and 
bright with sunny spelts, cloudier later. 
Wind west moderate becoming south 
increasing fresh later. Max 70 (45F). 

□ Central Highlands, NE Scot- 
tand, - Argyll, NW Scotland, Orimey: 
wintry showers dying out, cloudy taler. 
Wlnowest backing south moderate or 
fresh. Tight fora wine. Max6C (43F). 
D Shetland: wintry showers, sunny 
or ciear spetts later. Wind mostly light 
and variable. Max 4C (39F)., 

□ N Ireland: sunny intervals, then 
cloudy, rain to evening. Wind west 
tight becoming south increasing 
strong or gale. Max 7C (45F). 

□ Outlook: very windy to most parts, 
with showers or fonger periods of rain. 
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TORONTO WITH NIAGARA 

BA 747 from Heathrow to Toronto on 22 May, 10 July, 

6 August, 29 August or 6 September • five nights at the 
deluxe Sheraton • city tour e Niagara with helicopter 
• harbour cruise • CN Tower hmcheou e Phantxm of 
the Opera, e Concorde supersonic return £1,999 

MONACO GRANDPRK 

Eurostar to Paris re 10 May • dty tour • overnight 
• Concorde supersonic to Nice • luncheon and 
reserved seat for Monaco Grand Friic at Mirabeau 
Hotel • return by private jet to Heathrow £1,499 

ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Concorde to Tenerife on 12 April • seven ni ght Oriana 
cnase Southampton via Lanzarote, La Palma, Lisbon 
andV^o • Ongit-Express to Victom £1,999 




'4.. 4 - 


to Southampton on 27 May e five night 
Onana endse to M<mtfi-Cario viaGihraltaretoTtr 
EtvieraoCoiKtofde supersonic from Nice £1,699 


W Southampton on 8 June • deven 
WfiSit Onana Land of the Midnight Son anise to 


£2,999 


19 June •^7° night Oriana omise to Southampton 
• OnentdExpress to Victoria £ 1^299 


^ 5»««ampton on 16 August • s« 
Omna cmise to Tenerife via Jftnia <fe Rocha 
and Casablanca. • Concorde to Heathrow £1, 799 
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mortgage 


price war 


By Caroline Merrell 


THE Halifax B mktmg So¬ 
ciety and other big mort¬ 
gage lenders have begun a 
new round of the mortgage 
price war, in some cases 
cutting fixed-raleloam by 
more than 1 per cent 
The rate cuts are made 
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tales radude a threeyear 
; £« at 6.9 percent, and two 
years at 6.45 per cent. 

The AIfiarace&Leicester, 
the Clidsea and Abbey 
National are also cuffing 
rates an fiwd-i^te loans: 
The Aj&JL is nowofferinga 
five-year. & -rtf- 7.74 per 
cent and the Ghdseais of¬ 


fering a 7.49 percent loan. 
Abbey National is offering 
two years at &8S percent 
□ The Halifax has poached 
Sue Concamna. business 


development dhectorof 
Sharcfi&k. to run the sbare- 


deafing subsidiary that wfll 
handle sales man eight 
nnffion prospective Halifax 
shareholders. Halifax is re¬ 
placing Shardink, whidx 
has run its dealing service. 



By Fraser Nelson 


MARTP^T fflRRELL chief 
fStedative of WPP, could he 
less than a year from hitting 
his £28 mifijon bQnus jack- 



retoms profits ahead ci fore¬ 
casts on Wednesday. 

Mr Sorrell, who has al¬ 
ready enjoyed sorpe £2,9 mfl- 
lk» in free Stares under the 
first tranche of his lucrative 
incen t i v e scheme; is. due to 
receive the second tranche, 
math £27 million, on March 
Mifthe shares remain above 
230p. WPP’S shares advanced 
8*z p yesterday, to 2S2bp. Just 
below die third trigger pwint qf 
26SpL A further stake will be 
released tf they stay above this 
o0 far 60 trading days. 
G% is expecting WPP to 
retapprofits of £150 rmffion 
Sot 1996, tip from QH mfllion. 


and Tift gamings per share 38 
per cent, to 125jp. If it outstrips 
these forecasts, and if the bull 
market continues its run, ana¬ 
lysts say that die shares could 
soon pass 265p and hit 304p 
within 12 months, triggering 
the remaining share retease. 

A share surge is made all 
flie more likely by recent 
growth in the sector. At a 
rating of 27 tunes, WPPs 
shares are some way behind 
Abbot Mead Vickers, the mar¬ 
ket leader, whose shares trade 
on a ratio of 40 times. On the 
same rating WFP’s shares' 
would be worth 363p. 

Mr Sorrell’s incentive 
scheme was drawn up two 
years ago when the company 
was recovering from near- 
collapse after the advertising 
recession of the early Nineties. 


His reforms have since won 
him a strong City following, 
and few analysts begrudge 
him the free shares. Lorna 
TUbian of Panmure Gordon 
said: “When you look at what 
has happened to the compa¬ 
ny's market value since the 
scheme started, you can see 
that the guy has delivered." 

WPP fa still paying off die 
debts taken out when Mr 
Sorndl sealed a contract to buy 
Ogflvie, die US-based adver- 
Tant, in 1988. While this 
turned WPP into the largest 
advertising company in the 
world, it left it with debts that 
almost crushed the company 
during the recession. 

Some of WPP’S followers 
have not forgiven Mr Sorrell 
for the collapse, which, in 1990 
prompted its shares to plunge 


from 609p to 42p. One said 
“We are looking at the same 
man who gave the same 
message in the 1980s, and he 
let us down badly. The com¬ 
pany looks back on its feet 
now, but ■losing three quarters 
erf your investment over a few 
days.is not something you 
forget quickly.’' 

Wpp is expected to have 
reduced its debt pile from £215 
million to £150 million, and to 
have increased its use of 
freelances so that it can quick¬ 
ly downsize if the market 
suffers another downturn. 

The free shares are being 
released from a bedding taken 
out by WPP when the shares 
were at !I5p. The company 
says that while Mr Sorrell will 
make millions, the oasts to 
shareholders will be minimal. 



close at record 


By Janet Bosh, economics editor 


Pearson plans to 
interview Mayer 


ByEricReculy 


3-mtfl Interbank. 
Lffte Iona 3 « 
future (tSar) - 


■LONDON shares achieved a 
record dosing high in celebra¬ 
tion of this week’s surge 
[-beyond 7.000 by the Dow 
|Jms industrial average on 

iia*' Street _ 

The FT-SE 100 mdex dosed 
13,9 points higher at 4341.0, 
but tins was below the day’s 
best levels. The Dow took a 
I breather after its record- 
breaking run over the past 
. three sessions, which . cm 
• Thursday took it above tbe 
7,000 level for the first time. 

At the London dose, the 
Dow stood aroun d ten points 
lower as investors turne d cau - 
tious after such speedy gains 
this week. ■" 

Despite ibe rather subdued 

mood on Wall Street yeaer- 
day. the economic news from 




America was encouraging. US 
Treasury bonds moved higher 
on pubficatioti of figures 
shpwmg:1hat industrial pro-' 
doctioi was flat and that' 
wholesale prices had fallen 03 
per cent in January, the first 
monthly decline for more than 
two years. 

The bond market took these 
two items of news as evidence 
that the US economy's rate of 
growth may be slowing and 
that inflationary pressures are , 
tikety to remain subdued-This 
should mean that the need far 
higher American interest rates; 
is limited or at least that there 
is no great urgency for the US 
Federal Reserve to tighten 
monetary policy. 

Market report page 30 


PEARSON, the media and 
entertainment group, plans to 
interview Peter Mayer, the 
farmer chief executive of Pen¬ 
guin, and dozens of current 
and former employees as part 
erf its investigation into the 
book publishers improper 
accounting in America. 

Insiders said that Mr 
Mayer was “devastated" by 
Pearson's claims that one of 
his former employees, a book¬ 
keeper who. worked in Pen- 
gum’s accounts office in New 
Jersey, had extended unauth¬ 
orised discounts to book retail¬ 
ers since 1991 in exchange for 
prompt payment The dis¬ 
counts are to be written off by 
Peareon as bad debts. 

The company is to take a 
£100 million charge to cover 


the bad debt, the costs of the 
investigation and any rebates 
demanded by retailers that 
were not offered discounts. 
Pearson said it has not beat 
able to establish a motive for 
the unauthorised discounts, 
but would not rule out fraud. 

Mr Mayer was travelling 
and could not be readied for 
comment. Pearson empha¬ 
sised that he had no know¬ 
ledge of the improper 
accounting, which was 
"smothered" in a mountain of 
transactions and different ac¬ 
counts over the years. 

Mr Mayer became Pen- 
gem's chief executive in 1978 
and resigned last year. He now 
runs a small New York book 
publisher called Overlook 
Press, which he started in 1971. 


Brant 15-day (Ntotf *2030 (unq) 


London don_ 

* donates midday fesdtog price 


Williams fall 

Shares in Williams Holdings 
fell more than 10 per cent after 
the City concluded it had over- 
*' with its £13 blllkm offer 




Wiffiams* demotion foam the 
FT-SE 100 index, where it wfll 
be replaced by Centrica, the 
demerged supply am of Brit¬ 
ish Gas. ftwt 28 


New all-weather holiday village will create 900jobs 


Rank to challenge Center Parcs 


By Sarah Cunningham 

THE battle for tbe hearts and wallets of 
Britain's less adventurous holidaymakers 
intensified yesterday as Rank Group con¬ 
firmed plans to open an sdJ-weather hofi- 
<fay village in Cumbria in May. It wfll be 
fbe first serious rival to Center . Pares, 
owned fry Scottish & Newcastle. 

Center Parcs is seeking to stave off the 

. __- - - < - - - A, tllMIUlul 


Forest holiday village, which isten years 

old and was the firet of its three in Britain 
to be built Plans are also on the drawing 


board to refurbish the Center Pare at 
Etvedcn in Suffolk. 

Center Pares has proved to be a hit in 
tbe UK, especially with young families, 
but tough trading conditions on the 
Continent last yearled to a £5 million fall 
in operating profit at tbe halfway stage. 

Bookings this year are well ahead of last 
year, a spokeswoman said. She said 
anyone hoping to spend next Christmas 
or New Year at a Center Pare would be 
disappointed —''they are fully booked. 

Rank said its £100 miflion Oasis Forest 
Holiday Village in Cumbria would create 


almost 900 jobs. The village is in 400 
acres of mature woodland. Accommoda¬ 
tion will be in Scandinavian-style wood¬ 
en lodges. The investment will create 700 
full-time and a 180 part-time positions. 

like Center Pares. Oasis will feature a 
range of leisure fatalities, including a 
country dub, health spa and indoor 
village centre with restaurants, shops 
and “sub-tropical world of water". 

James WhiQeU. managing director of 
Oasis, said demand had exceeded expec¬ 
tations since a marketing campaign was 
iamKhed In October. 


Payout 
for staff 
aslioyds 
leaps 52% 

By Robert Miller 

BANKING CORRESPONDENT 


MORE titan 80,000 staff of 
Lloyds TSB are in line for 
bonus and salary increases 
worth an average of £1,000 
each after the banking group 
yesterday unveiled a 52 per 
cent jump in pre-tax profits, to 
E26 billion- 

Charities will also benefit 
from the £13 million trans¬ 
ferred from the record profit 
figures to tbe Lloyds TSB 
Foundation. That money will 
be distributed this year. 

Starting the UK bank re¬ 
porting season, lioyds TSB, 
which is raising its final divi¬ 
dend. due on May 1, by 20 per 
cent to 9p, to take the annual 
payout to I33p. said that it had 
set aside £100 million for the 
staff profit-sharing scheme. 
Each qualifying member wfll 
receive 10 per cent of basic 
salary as a bonus, and there 
will be a 5 per cent pay rise. 

Under the staff deal, the 
company is to integrate the 
various staff pension schemes 
in the expanded retail person¬ 
al financial services group and 
make them nan-contributory. 

Bifu. the finance union, web 
corned the 30 per cent increase j 
in the staff bonus scheme, but j 
said that up to 10,000 more 
jobs were still at risk as 
integration of Lloyds and TSB 
continued. Bifo called far a 
guarantee of no compulsory 
redundancies and lor custom¬ 
ers, local communities and the 
union to be consulted over 
proposals to dose brandies. 

Sir Brian Pitman, diairman 
of Lloyds TSB, which saw 
earnings per share rise to 
3I-2p, against I9-Zp in 1995, 
said: “Job security comes from 
winning. If you are a loser, 
then you lose a lot of jobs." 

Shares in Uqyds TSB closed 
1 *ap up, at 503*^ last night. 

Stock Market page 30 
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Bank of Ireland Mortgages 



Fix your mortgage before it’s too late 


6.79% 


Fixed until March 2000 

7.0% 


All mortgages are subject to 
status. AT APRs are variable and 
typical. Suitable security and 
assurance are required. 

An adc&ional security fee is 
charged tor advances over 75* 
erf property valuation. Principal 
appfieant must be 21 years or 
eider. Witten quotations are 
avaSaWe on request from Bank 
ot Ireland Home Mortgages Ltd, 
Plaza West, Bridge Street, 
8eadEng,HGl 21Z This offer a 

available to England, Scotland 
and Wales only. 


interest rates can be as unpredictable as fife, but at feast 
with Bank of Ireland you can protect your mortgage rate 
against whatever shocks may come along. 

With our fixed rate mortgage you can enjoy lasting long 
term value Our rate of 6.79% (APR 7.0%) is fixed until 
March 2000, so you can budget ahead with confidence 
Moreover, at Bank of Ireland we do not insist that you use 
our life, endowment or home insurance policies as a 
condition of the loan. 

And as all the arrangements can be made by phone and 
post, we can offer you a genuinely convenient service as 
wed as an excellent choice of mortgages. For more details, 
call one of our friendly consultants today or contact your 
financial adviser. 

0080010 9010 

Mon-Fri 9am~5pm. Sat 9am-2pm, Sun 10am-2pm. 

Ptod us on wwwJbank-of4re<2fld.cQ.ui(/moitgagcs 

Bank of Ireland Mortgages 
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Renault in 
warning 
over loss 

Renault, the French car- 
maker. has said that its 
19% operating loss will be 
considerably more than 
market expectations. 

Analysts had pencilled 
in an operating loss of 
Frl.3 billion to Fri.6 billion 
after erosion of margins by 
a price war among car- 
makers fighting to boost 
their share of Europe’s 
slow-growing market 
French car sales fell 34 
per cent in January . show¬ 
ing the market's under¬ 
lying weakness after two 
years of state support 
through incentives for buy¬ 
ers of new vehicles. These 
ended in the autumn. 

Cash call 

Elect ropboretics Internat¬ 
ional. the biorechnologyre- 
search company, is raising 
£4.1 million via an under¬ 
written placing and open 
offer of one new share for 
every six held at 40p each to 
fund development and mar¬ 
keting of technology that 
detects diseases with blood 
tests. For 1996. pre-tax 
losses were EI.59 million, in 
line with budget, against 
1995’s £1.39 million loss. 
The shares rose 5p to 48hp. 

Prowting deal 

Prowting has paid £11.6 
million for Magnus 
Homes, a housebuilder in 
the West Country and the 
Midlands. Magnus Hold¬ 
ings made a pre-tax profit 
of £901.000 last year. The 
company has net assets of 
£6.4 million and accrued 
tax losses of E27 million. 

Inchcape idea 

Inchcape. the car dealer¬ 
ship group, and NWS 
Bank are to set up a com¬ 
pany offering car loans and 
other financial services at 
Inchcape dealerships. The 
car company will provide 
car loans, insurance and 
warranties, but hopes later 
to offer other services. 

Fieldens ‘loss’ 

Fteidens. the AIM-iisted 
farm machinery supplier, 
expects a “small loss" for its 
first halt to December 31. 
It blamed tough trading on 
dry weather. BSE and tire 
strong pound, which cut 
sales and profits for the 
first time in its history. The 
shares fell 13p. to 5Z*zp. 

Sykes warmer 

Shares in Andrews Sykes 
rose 7‘zp, to 507*ip. as the 
portable heating and air 
conditioning group said it 
expected 1996 pre-tax prof¬ 
its to be 6 to 8 per cent 
above market expectations. 
Preliminary results are due 
in late April. 




Stepping up: Roger Carr, left, chief executive of Williams, with Sir Nigel Rudd, the chairman, yesterday after their £13 billion offer for Chubb 


Extortion threat sees 
Amotts suspended 

SHARES in Amotts. Australia's 

suspended from trading on the . , company 

yesterday after a btoirre 

to recall all its products from supermarket stvstves rar «»r 
thCT had been poisoned- Amotts, winch has a per 
share of the Australian biscuit market, said the cost °t tne 

recall, fteHggejaevCT hi Australia, could ru 11 .^^ 

Srs- QinsRoberts, managing director, aid. Ctearty 
is a verv bad day for Amotts. a very bad day for me 
foodidustry and a very bad day for the 

immediate red alert rrfKrbarm 
containing poisoned biscuits were sent to suc a^r^s^m 

NewSoulfi Wales and Queensland. 

warned that toe poison in one biscuit would be<s^Sn mlriU 

Si ddld. Mce said the letters said that of 

contaminated biscuits would appear on supermarket shel es 

from next week if certain demands were not met. 

Mine talks collapse 

TALKS between RXZ-CRA. the Anglo-Australian raining 
company, and aboriginal groups over development of the 
massive Century zinc mine in the state of Queensland 
collapsed after the deadline for agreement passed. Negotia¬ 
tions will now shift to tiie federal native title tnburud where a 
binding agreement can take up to six months. Rick Farley, 
the lead negotiator for the 12 aboriginal groups, said that 
RXZ-CRA and the Queensland government have withdrawn 
a A$60 million (£283 million) jobs and compensation 
parfragp that was offered during the talks. 


Williams £1.3bn Chubb bid I p . p p pP _ p p . _p .p lppppp Plpp Igplpplpp P I— pi 

condemned as too high 


SHARES in Williams Hold¬ 
ings fell more than 10 percent 
yesterday as the City conclud¬ 
ed that the company had 
overpaid with its £1-5 billion 
offer for Chubb Security. 

The shares closed at 300^ p. 
down 37bp. valuing the com¬ 
pany’s cash and shares offer at 
435p. Chubb shares closed up 
4*2 p. at 4244 p. 

The decline in Williams’s 
share price resulted in demo¬ 
tion from the FT-SE 100, 
where it will be replaced by 
Centrica, the demerged supply 
arm of British Gas. But Wil¬ 


liams will return to the FT-SE 
if die Chubb deal, which 
creates a £3 billion company, 
is finalised. 

Analysts were critical of the 
price, which equates to 21 
times historic earnings, al¬ 
though most agreed that the 
two companies would make a 
good fit. jfn December 1991 
Williams made a £760 million 
bid for Racal before Chubb 
was demerged. 

Sir Nigel Rudd, chairman of 
Williams, said that the acqui¬ 
sition would cause “modest” 
dilution of earnings this year 


Greenalls ‘cautious’ 
on trading prospects 


By alasdair Murray 


GREENALLS GROUP, the re¬ 
tail pub company, said yester¬ 
day that it was “cautious" about 
this year’s trading prospects 
but expected to make good 
progress throughout 1997. 

Andrew Thomas, the chair¬ 
man. revealed that trading 
was ahead in the first four 
months of this year in core 
food and drink operations at 
its 2360 pubs. 

The vital Christmas period, 
during which the company 
generates as much as 20 per 


cent of its foil-year turnover, 
started slowly but rapidly 
improved to give an S3 per 
cent increase in food and 
drink sales per outlet Shares 
in the company rose 7hp. to 
558p. 

Over the first four months of 
the year, food sales increased 
11.2 per rent per outlet, while 
drinks sales rose 3.8 per cent 

At De Vere hotels, room 
yield increased 15 per cent 
and 9 per cent on a like-for-like 
basis. 
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By Alasdair Murray 

but would enhance earnings 
in subsequent years. Williams 
is seeking a new five-year £1 
billion credit facility to help to 
finance the purchase. 

The deal combines Wil¬ 
liams's own security product 
companies. Yale and Kidder, 
with Chubb to create a com¬ 
pany with sales of £27 billion 
and a global reach. 

Rumours that another bid¬ 
der might enter the fray 
continued, with the market 
suggesting that deep-pocketed 
security companies such as 
US-based Tyco International 


could still be interested by 
Chubb. But most felt that 
Williams's price would scare 
off any rivals. 

Williams downplayed wor¬ 
ries that competition authori¬ 
ties may try to block the deaL ‘ 
It said it would have - to 
negotiate with the Office of 
Fair Trading but analysts 
expect the takeover to be 
cleared as long as some minor 
disposals are made. 

Williams is aiming for cost 
savings of £26 million over the 
next two years, although it did 
not reveal the likely level of job 


cuts in the 34.000-strong com¬ 
bined workforce. The com¬ 
pany hopes to improve profits 
at Chubb by £14 million, while 
reorganisation costs are ex¬ 
pected to be £30 million. • 
Williams also forecast that 
hill-year profits for 1996 would 
show a rise of 11 per cent, to 
£243 million. The total divi¬ 
dend is expected to rise 5:6 per 
cent, to 15.05p. The company is 
offering two Williams shares 
and 704.12p in cash for every 
three Chubb shares. _ 
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Grosvenor set to grow 


GROSVENOR INNS is sell¬ 
ing part of its estate to concen¬ 
trate on expanding its Slug 
and Lettuce chain. 

Tim Thwaites, chairman, 
said the pub group had 
agreed to sell its Bar Central 
brand to Queens Ice, a newly 
created leisure company, for 
£2 million. The three bar- 
restaurants generated a profir 
of £250,000 last year and had a 
book value of E26 million. 

Grosvenor is also paying 
Inntrepreneur Pub Company 
£500.000 to takeover five loss- 
making pubs and is selling the 


Cedardata 

shares 

plummet 

By Old er August 

CEDARDATA, the computer 
software company, lost more 
than half its market value 
yesterday when it gave warn¬ 
ing of an expected drop in 
profits for the year to March 
31. 

Results will be considerably 
below market expectations 
because a number of contracts 
have been delayed, particular¬ 
ly in the public sector. Pricing 
had become increasingly 
competitive in the health sec¬ 
tor. the company said. 

The company told the Stock 
Exchange that it will be 
taking steps to reduce over 
heads to a sustainable level, 
consistent with providing an 
acceptable quality of service. 
U blamed some of the delays 
on the impact of the Govern¬ 
ment's Private Finance 
Initiative. 

The share price ended the 
day a! 123 s *p. down l39p. 
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By Alasdair Murray 

Old Windmill pub for 
£575,000. 

Mr Thwaites said the com¬ 
pany had made the sales to 
free capital for investment in 
the 15-strong Slug and Lettuce 
brand. He added that Grosve¬ 
nor intended to spend about 
£3 million this year on expan¬ 
sion with the aim of opening 
20 new sites in the next two 
years. 

Grosvenor will also consid¬ 
er selling more of its 47 pubs— 
including the Hedgehog and 
Hogshead chain — to raise 
further development funds. 


Brown & 
Jackson 
rues draw 

By Sarah Cunningham 

BROWN & JACKSON, the 
Rxmdstretcher retailer, yes¬ 
terday blamed the new mid¬ 
week lottery for the latest 
setback in its slow recovery. 

Christo Wiese, chairman, 
said that sales in the six weeks 
to February 8 were up 10 per 
cent on last year. “Sales were, 
however, adversely affected by 
the double rollover week of the 
National Lottery and the start 
of the midweek draw,” he said. 

Pre-tax profit roe 27 per 
cent, to E5.74 million, in the 
half year to December 32, and 
like-for-like sales grew by 1 per 
cenL However. Mr Wiese said: 
"Due to the seasonality of the 
business. losses are normally 

incurred in the last six months 

of the financial year." Some 
uncertainty remained because 
of tough conditions in Pound* 
st ret Cher’s sector, he said. 

There is again no interim 
dividend. 


THE SUNXMYTIMES 

Co-op at the 
crossroads 

^Traditionally 
the Co-ops are run 
along principles 
enshrined in more 
than 150 years of 
trading. But now 
they face a challenge 
to their co-operative 
values.. 

Business — The Sunday 
Times tomorrow- 


The disposals came as Grosve¬ 
nor unveiled a 25 per cent 
increase in half-year profits 
before tax to £1.1 million. 
Turnover grew 36 per cent to 
£113 million. 

Sales at the Slug and Lettuce 
chain grew 43 per cent and 
profits 27 per cent Sales at the 
original nine houses, acquired 
in 1992. were up 22 per cent 
and profits up 20 per cent 

The interim dividend is 
increased 10 per cent to 3.025p, 
payable on March 27. Shares 
in Grosvenor dosed down 
17*2 P at206p. 


WS Atkins, the technology consultant, has bought Opal 
Engineering from the British Railways Board for an 
undisclosed price. Opal'S main customer is Rail track, for 
which it carries out reviews and technical audits of signalling 
schemes. Opal employs about 170 people and had turnover 
last year of £11.9 million- It will become part of W S Atkins 
Rail, whose .activities include design and maintenance, 
overhead power systems, and safety and environmental 
assessments. Michael Jeffries, Atkins’s chief executiv e, sai d 
there wereopportunities to develop Opal’s business overseas. 

Vitec buys Anton-Bauer 

VTTEC. the engineering group, is paying $22 million in cash 
for Anton-Bauer of Connecticut, a leading manufacturer of 
imcroprocessojr battery s ystem s. Vitec already distributes 
Antan-Baner’s broadcast and professional video equipment 
products in'the UK Anton-Bauer, which is being sold by its 
two founders, made a pre-tax profit of $36,000 last year, 
although before interest and owner's participation it made 
$23 million. At December 31 the company had net assets of 
$6.1 million. Malcolm Baggott. Vitec chief executive, said he 
expected the acquisition to improve earnings this year. 

Capitol to buy SIS 

CAPITOL GROUP, the surveillance and investigation com¬ 
pany, has agreed to pay up to £237 million for Specialised 
Investigation Services, a Manchester firm that checks on in¬ 
surance claimants. SIS had turnover last year of E2J8 million 
and lost £43£00 after paying its directors £361.000. Stephen 
Hayes, SIS founder and a former policeman, remains 
managing directoron a one-year contract Capitol is paying 
£1 million in cadi and issuing the yendars with 589,970 new 
shares, valued at 169hp. The balanceof £870,000 depends on 
SIS profits of at feast £420.000 in the year to January 1998. 

Birse resurrects payout 

BIRSE GROUP, the construction and plant hire group, is 
resuming dividend payments after lifting pre-tax profits to 
£L2 million, from £300,000, in the half year to October 31. 
Earnings were 03p a share, compared with O.lp previously. 
The interim dividend of 02p a share is payable on May 2. 
The company said that net debt was reduced to £4.9 million, 
from £7.1 million, helped by receipts of £63 million from 
property sales. 
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£ 10,000 
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Now you can get a great house wanning present with Woolwich 
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A WORKING WEEK FOR: GRAEME ALEXANDER 


Beauty is skin deep for Devro’s chief 


Sausage skins may not fire your imagination, 
; but Sarah Caraungham meets a man 
who is very much wrapped up in them 


» r 


c »l!aps t 



PEOPLE receive Jioo- 
ours far all manner of 
tiring far fighting for 
Queen and country, 
writing pep songs,ar 
even potting to years 
of service as a lollipop 
lady. But Graeme AJ- 
exandernmst be. the 
first person foreocifea 


business, Devro ted very good prospects. 

•Devro started life as part of Johnson & 
Johnson, the American healthcare em¬ 
pire. aid was bought out fay the manage¬ 
ment in 199L The awkwardness of the 
flotation came when the man who was 
expected to take Devro to the market as 
chief executive, David Fyfe, was paid.aff 
. with E39CUXJ0 before he even took die job. 
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go to the Moan and bade. 

Alexander, the chief executive iof Devro, 


that was floated in 1993, was appointed 
OSE in the last New Yeart Honours let 

He was as surprised as anyone when he 
was -first notified, in November. 

“It so happened that I was out in 
Australia at the time and ! had been oat 
on the town with some of the guys that 
rim our aeration there,” he recalls. “I got 
back to the hood at about 1 two in the 
morning and found a note stuck to my 
door saying ’please ring your wife 
urgentlyUnderneath it said ‘not bad 
news’ so I wasn’t too worried; - 

“I rang up and she said Where have you 
been? Anyway; she then said there was a 
letter from 10 Lfcnvnmg Street saying thar 
gflti been recommended for ah OBE. I was 
T so surprised 1 nearly fell out off my chair." 
The recommendation was for “services to 
the .-food industry". He . 
says he is not sure who 
put his name forward. - £ T f p 

but suspects it was the r - . •. 
Scottish Office. He also ntTipr 
thinks ft has a great deal UUiCA 
to db with his proudest pn fn I 
achievement at Demi, _ b u w 
which was the acquisi- 311(1] 

tionof its much larger . • • 

American rival, Teepak. aflT H 

It is only as a result of * 

buying Teepak. whkh is ■ 

about three times the size of Devro, that 
he is able to claim that the group makes 
enough sausage skins in a year to make 
the aforementioned round trip to the 
Moon. 

£ To you and me. a sausage skin is a, 
Fsimple thing and not one worthy of much 
attention. But, as Alexander wffll happily 
point out there are many different types 
of sausage casing and they must be ahte to 
do many different things. The British 
banger is encased in collagen, which is 
made from the underside of cattle hide 
and which is very thin but also strong 
enough to withstand the Idasting ofnaeat 
into;if during the manufacturing of the 
sausages, asweflas fr eez in gaihd frying.' 

Dfcvro is a major coflagro jproduccr, 
whereas Teepak produces mamly adhi- 
fose-casings Whotdo^typeisausages.'as - 
wdl as fibrous rriatings for salaams and 
plastic coverings for hams and p&Ks. 

The enthusiasm with which Alexander 
talksalxTutsausagcsldnshelpedtofHnpd 
the company through an.'at times, 
awkward flotation. 

He believes thar ft was only when 
analysis had seen the factory in 
Moodiesbum, near Glasgow, and the 
complex processes that go into sausage 
skmproducticrtthattheydeadedihat,m 
spite of the rather curious nature of the 


61 feel like 

H - • ’ , 

other penile 
go to offices, 
and I go to 
airports ? 


der, who was then technical director and 
in charge of-marketing, took the job 
instead, and prefers to look back on the 
whole business as a personal vote of 
confidence. 

The huge payoff to Fyfe was, Alexan¬ 
der says, unavoidable: “He hud a contract 
with us, he had given in his notice at bos 
previous job, where he had a very moe 
package. The general view was that we 
should not have an uncapped liability 
ahead of the flotation, even if it cost a bet 
more to cap it" He said that the affair 
spoilt dungs for a weekend, but then Mew 
over. 

Ufe for the company and to Alexander, 
since has not been altogether smooth. 
Devro's shares were among those hit fay 
die turmoil last year ova: “mad cow" 
disease as people realised that collagen is 
a cattle product A quids derision to stop 
using British hides allowed the company 
to reassure customers; but it was nooethe- 
- . • less left with a stock 

, ■ writeoff of £45 million 

til IjWh and an estimated £5 mfl- 

1 AAJVC lion of lost sales. By 

wtnlp •' contrast, the outbreaks of 
: ErCoU in Scotland have 

iff? elicited only one worried 

* phone call, from Japan. 

PO tO “It took us about aweek 

o . . . • t» convince them that 23- 

ij -(5 % Colt was a butchers’ 

- issue,” Alexander says. 

He is philosophical 
about the effects of BSE on business: "We 
have weathered the BSE storm reason¬ 
ably effectively. Undoubtedly, we would 
have been better off if it had not 
1 happened, but it has not been the disaster 
it might have been." 

Rx him, getting the purchase of Teepak 
through the . American antitrust 
minefield was die biggest challenge he 
has had to face. The ides of baying the . 
American company arose soon after 
flotation- “We fonned die view that we 
could be just a collagen company, but that 
would takeyou into sorts of areas such as 
biomedical,. food additives, cosmetics. 
You become almost a conglomerate 
defined fooundyour raw material That 
was . not the appropriate direction in 
which'to gof* he said. 

The other routewas to widen the range 
of sausage skins made and that fed 
cfirectfy to Chkago4>ased Teepak. In1994. 
Alexander made his first visit to Teqpaks’ 
owner. Hillside Capital in New York. The 
agreement in principlewas reached fairly 
quickly, but the deal then went to the 
{federal Trade Commission, which took 
nmemonths to give clearance. 

During the period of discussions lead¬ 
ing up to tite d<mh and m the subsojuent 
period iff integrating the two companies, 
Alexander’s working weeks developed a 
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Graeme Alexander enjoys a respite firom globetrotting. Now he is trying to let others take more of the trips. "Yon have to settle bade a tittle,” he says 


regular but exhausing pattern: "1 would 
usually take the 630pm plane on Sunday 
from Heathrow to New York, have 
discussions Monday, Tuesday and Wed¬ 
nesday. probably fly baric Wednesday 
night, and then come in here [his office in 
Scotland] on Thursday and Friday." 

.. Since then, it has calmed down and he 
now goes to America about once a month. 
But he also still travels all round the 
weald to keep an eye on manufacturing 
and markets. "We have major operation? 
hi the UK, the US, Belgium, the Czech 
Republic, Australia. We have a marketing 
operation in Japan. Hong King, 
Germany. Holland.” he says with a hint 
of weariness. All have to be visited 
regukriy and he reckons that last year he 
was overseas about 60 per cent of the 
time. 

The travelling kegs him away a great 
deal from his home in Kflleam. five mites 
from Loch Lomond—and apart from his 
wife Cathy, two daughters, Mhairi. 13, 
and Alison, 11, and son. Gordon. 9. 

Among his neighbours, he is consid¬ 
ered something of an anomaly."Everyone 
else finds my travelling a bit strange. 1 fed 
like other people go to offices, and! go to 
airports." A few years ago* the constant 
travelling began to get to him. “1 got to the 


stage where 1 detested ft, 1 just didn’t want 
to get on a plane."This was not good news 
for his family when it came to summer 
holiday time and they were packed off in 
the car to the windy Western Isles rather 

—-- 1 than heading off to the 

^gonday n | sun by plane. Strategic 
Ha " T.„. l j-. pressure applied by 
uesdayv the children means 
■Si ednesdav t hat they now go on a 
--—*■ short flight to the Al¬ 
tai Itursdaw ^ garvein Portugal each 
_ summer. 

—D] -Travelling also 

- 1 means he cannot play 

golf as much as be would like, but he still 
sometimes finds time on his trips to 
indulge his love of music. One of his 
happiest memories is seeing Mozart’s 


Cost Fan Tutte performed at the Sydney 
Opera House, and another is an outdoor 
performance of Tchaikovsky's 1812 Over¬ 
ture at Princeton University one Indepen¬ 
dence Day. 

With Teepak now largely bedded down, 
he is trying to let other people do a lot of 
the travelling. "There was a stage when 2 
had to see and be seen, but you have to 
seek a happy medium. You have to settle 
back a little," he says. 

Alexander sees himself above all as a 
manager, although his background is as 
an engineer, and he has a PhD in 
production engineering. "Bar die last 15 or 
16 years I have had a much more 
managerial role, but I can still talk 
technology,” he says, “What I enjoy is 
leading the team.” 


Engineering was in his blood. His 
father owned an engineering company in 
Glasgow and Alexander's early intention 
was to go baric and take over that 
business. 

But drcuxnstances at Devro — his rise 
through the ranks, the buyout, the 
flotation and his elevation to the job of 
chief executive—meant that he never lefL 
The family firm was gradually broken up 
and sold. 

That has never worried him — or, 
fortunately, his fattier. “Given the chance 
to go bade, to 1977 when I joined the 
company, and knowing what has hap¬ 
pened to me and has happened to the 
company, what would 1 do? I’d do the self¬ 
same thing again- I have no regrets 
whatsoever." 






‘I got to the 


Gem of an art collection to 


T be London headquar¬ 
ters Of De Beers in 
Farrington is beavOy 
guarded. Visitars must nego¬ 
tiate two or three identitica- 
ticth hurdles tofore beiiig 
ushered into foe. reception 
area, where they atfaeneath 
a large tapestry of OentraT 
Park waiting foralastcheck 
ore their credentials. 

The security is tight 
because high up on one of 
the upper Boots — staff are 
reluctant to divulge which — 
is the De Beers diamond 
sorting room where one can 
only imagine thousands of 
stones laid out on trays of 


Joanna Pitman views a daring display 
of contemporary works at De Beers 


Downstairs a collection of 
alternative gems has been 
assembled, considerably less 
valuable in market terms but 
as important to De Beets 
■ctaff as the vaults of rocks 

that most have never seen. In 

the past couple of years, 
under the guiding eye of 
Sophie Oppenhdmei; De 
Beers has updated its coBee- 
tion of art assem bling a 
range of daring contempo¬ 
rary works that would not 
look out of place in the 

newest and most challenging 
of modem art galleries. 

visiting tfiamond mer¬ 
chants are known to delay 
departure to view and con- 


fay Rachel Whiteread. Da¬ 
mien Hirst, Angus Fair- 
hurst, Nicholas May and 
Gavin Turk, all names that 
have made headlines with 
heartstoppmgworfcs in tbe 
intervening years. 

:"‘T: seldom spend more 
than about £3^00 to £4400 
on any one piece, but I think 
the impression df the coBec- 
tfcm as 7 a whole brings tbe 
office up to date,” she says. 
“It gets people talking about 
the art Nta everyone tikes all 
the pieces by any means but 
£bey arc all interested.” 

Leaving the lift on one of 
the P wm w r ria l floors, Vite 
ttns are greeted by a colossal 


buD rearing up in fury, 
nostrils flaring eyes burn¬ 
ing. It s a beantifnOy execut¬ 
ed work in charcoal on 
brown paper by Nicola 
Hkfcs. Near fay is alarge wax 
pointing on linen fay Atoro 
de Stefano, a moving image 
of Picasso as an old man. 
There is a David Hockney 
and an Andy Warhol, and 
along one corridor a series of 
prints fay Paula Kego from 
hex Peter Plan series, all of 
them heavy with her dark 
and menacing undertones of - 


There is a print by Richard 
Hamilton from a photo¬ 
graph of Mick Jagger being 


lempw^ .— c Vr-_r, 

Paula Rega Damien Hirst 
and Paw Howsore the 
voung artist who recta oea 
Late of the must honeying 
o inures of the war in Bosnia. 
Oppenheirner has chosen 

rfith a sharp eye. ddffy 

fcrtiinginaByofthearijsa 

Zand buying thar worts— 
just before they went on to 

irin the Timier Prize. lnlW5 

she bought a senes of works 



arrested, a series by Mario 
Rossi, paintings of tbe final 
stills from True Grit and 
The Barefitot Contesso, and 
a picture by Stephen Far¬ 
thing that has the fed of a 
graffiti-daubed wall Close to 
the lifts is a John Keane 
painting of a rubbish dump 
In South America crawling 
with children and cals scav¬ 
enging through tbe stinking 
jtrnk tor food. 

Although some of the im¬ 
ages are shocking, none is 
provocative in a political or 
religious sense. “The coflec¬ 
tion is designed to enliven 
the place,” pppenhehner 
says. “One or two have been 
placed out of the mainstream 
corridor areas because so 
many people objected to 
them, but I don’t think that is 
necessarily a bad thing. All 
the pieces fit together as a 
collection of British contem¬ 
porary art and there are 
hound to be unpopular 
works in any such 
poflection.” 

Douglas Gordon, who 
won last year’s Turner Prize, 
is represented with a Made 
and white photograph of a 
hitchhiker labelled Psycho. 
Oppenheuner bought it be¬ 
fore he won the prize and is 
pleasantly surprised at Its 
.popularity. . 

Ait one picture has earned 
almost universal opprobri¬ 
um. Hear no Evil See no 
JBvH by Mare Quinn Is a 
black and white photograph 
of a man’s head and shoul¬ 
ders with bits of human 


Nicholas Ma/sFormless Fold on display at De Beers 


posed on the face and a 
rubber bong in the mouth. 
De Beets staff took a vote 
and had it banished to a for- 
flung corridor- 



The Newton Income PEP. 
Quite simply the No.1 
unit trust PEP since PEPs began. 


iQ07 marks iht- Conch anniversary of 
PEPs. Ana the top perform ins E'K 
PEPable unit trust over those ton yours by 
wide margin is the Newton Income. PEP. 
Delivering; an unbeaten record of income 
anti capital growth, over the period it has: 


Produced an average return of 10.3ofo 
per year, beating its nearest competitor 
by more- than 4°o per year 


• Bouton the FTSE AH Share Index by an 
average of over o*» per year even after 
all charges 


• J n fact, if you had invested £ j ,000 in the 
Newton Income PEP in January 198"?, 
the value would ntnv bo 5.Sb5 - a cottil 
return of 4Sti ; :'o.. Investors ir. a UK 
higher rate savings account would only 
have achieved yi,7:2S. 


The JVeiiion Income Fund's unique 
long-term Track record is dor iced from 
investing in thoroughly researched 
stocks. Long-term investors have 
been rewarded with this remarktib!e 
perform a n ce, which proves that in 
PEP investment as in most things, 
the best value is seldom provided by 
the cheapest offerings.99 


0800 614 330 
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STOCK MARKET; 


MICHAjaLCLAKC^ 


Shares close at record 
despite halving gains 


ENCOURAGED by Wall 
Sneers move above the 7.000 
level overnight for the first 
time, investors on the London 
stock market were in celebra¬ 
tory mood yesterday. 

Despite seeing earlier gains 
halved, the FT-SE 100 index 
dosed 13.9 up at a new closing 
high of 4.341.0 after hitting an 
all-time peak of 4.353.4 earlier 
in the day. That stretches the 
gain on the week to 75.1. A 
total of 924 million shares had 
traded by the dose of busi ness. 

Brokers expressed satisfac¬ 
tion with the London market’s 
performance and said some 
profit-taking, prompted by an 
opening fall in the Dow Jones 
industrial average last night, 
was inevitable. 

Williams Holdings fell 
37 Up to 300'2p after confirm¬ 
ing it was the bidder for 
Chubb Security. Brokers ap¬ 
peared split over its £1.3 
billion offer, which values the 
security and fire protection 
specialist at 450p a share. 
Some appeared worried over 
short-term earnings dilution, 
while others looked to the 
forecast of strong earnings 
enhancement in year three. 
Chubb moved 4*»p ahead to 
424‘rp. 

Coincidentally, the fall in 
the Williams share price se¬ 
cured its demise as a constitu¬ 
ent of the top 100 companies. 
From Monday, it must make 
way for BG and Centrica, the 
two demerged British Gas 
companies. 

They have been trading on 
the grey market all week. 
Centrica, which includes the 
retail arm and Morecambe 
Bay gasfield. closed ‘ip steadi¬ 
er at 75‘2p on turnover of 7.45 
million shares. BG. which 
includes the exploration and 
pipeline operations, rose 6Up 
to I70Up. 

Pilot Investment Trust rose 
5p to I22p after rejecting an 
approach from the Underval¬ 
ued Assets Trust. Pilot 
described the approach as 
“unsolicited" and said it un¬ 
dervalued the company. Un¬ 
dervalued Assets saw its price 
slide 2 3 *p to !56Up. 

Speculative buying contin¬ 
ued to chase Smith & Nephew 
Sp higher at !96p, stretching 
the lead of the past two days to 
I7p. There is talk of a bid from 
across the Atlantic with John¬ 
son & Johnson and Eli lilley 
both mentioned. 

Kwik Save also stood out 
with a rise of 28p at 314p on 
bid speculation. Rumours 
claim a bid from Tesco. This 
was treated with scepticism in 



Tim Dunningham, left, and Walter Goldsmith of Flying 
Flowers, celebrate record profits and a share rise yesterday 


most quarters, although bro¬ 
kers admit Tesco may be up to 
something. It closed I Up 
lighter at 343p. A total of 
624.908 Kwik Save shares 
changed hands in a market 
where traders will normally 
only make a price in 15.000 at 
a time.. 

Dixons, the high street elec¬ 
trical retailer, was forced to 
deny claims that it was on the 


Amro Hoare Govett. the bro¬ 
ker. Amstrad added 5p at 
193Up. 

The City has high hopes for 
digital television and die com¬ 
panies involved in h. Flextedi. 
which has already linked up 
with the BBC rose 18p to 790p 
amid talk of a trig buyer 
stalking the shares. A total of 
683,840 shares were traded. 

The success of the Spice 


NatWest Securities, Che broker, says (he support services sector 
is due for consolidation after outperforming the rest of die 
market by 30 per cent during the past year. It is telling clients to 
buy Sage, up 5p at 579p. and Misys. up 37> zp at £11.37‘i. But it is 
turning bearish of Remokfl Initial, down 4Up at 484p. 


verge of launching a television 
with a built-in decoder. Such a 
move was deemed to be bad 
news for the likes of Pace 
Microsystems, down ?p at 
164Up. Dixons finished 19p 
higher at 5IS Up. 

Psion shook off recent wor¬ 
ries about increased competi¬ 
tion from Alan Sugar’s 
Amstrad with a leap of 36Up 
at 403Up. The shares were 
also underpinned by a "buy" 
recommendation from ABN 


Girls, the all-girl pop group, in 
the US generate! further in¬ 
terest in EMI. up 24p at 
Ell.99. The EMI share price 
has tumbled from a peak of 
£14.86 in the past few months, 
overshadowed by the drop-off 
in the sale of records and 
compact discs worldwide. 
Copyright Promotions con¬ 
tinues to draw strength from 
this week’s link-up with Play¬ 
mates Toys to market the Mr 
Men series of children’s books 


MOVERS QF THE WEEK 


Shield Diagnostics.. 373%p 
Ashuret Technology.—95p 

VDC_160p 

BP...__68774 p 

Interoute Telecom—98V4p 

Whessoe..156p 

Chubb Security_42454p 

Williams Holdings... 300ftp 
Copyright Promos... 109ftp 


+HI ftp Hopes far cardto-diagnosls 

+42 ftp...... Clinches US sports contract 

-115p--Profits warning 

-48ft p_Disappo in tment with figures 

-34p...........Profits warning 

+68ftp.Stobe bids 155p a share 

+9fip.VWfflams bids 435p a share 

-33 p..Bids for Ctufob 

+29 ftp-Signs up Mr Mai 


and programmes. The shares 
rose a further 18Up tu 109Up. 

Flying Flowers the fresh 
flowers and bedding plant 
maul order company bated in 
Jersey, rose 4Up to 220p after 
delivering record profits of 
£3.92 million in the year to 
January 3, a jump of 49 per 
cent. The company’s chairman 
is Walter Goldsmith and Tim 
Dunningham is managing di¬ 
rector. The final dividend of 
2.72p makes 4.06p (3_24p) for 
the year. 

A profits warning knocked 
Datiywin, which ended die 
session 30Up lower at 58Up. 
The Hong Kong watchmaker 
says profits in the second half 
are likely to be lower dun the 
£) million in the first six 
months. 

Cedardata. the computer 
sofware specialist, was 
another casualty of a profits 
warning with the price more 
than halving by 139p to 123Up. 
It says profits for the current 
year would be below expecta¬ 
tions. Grieg Middleton, the 
broker, had" been looking for 
pre-tax profits of £5.4 million 
against £4.4 million last time. 

English gt Overseas, the 
property developer, fell 3p to 
!7Up after warning share¬ 
holders not to hold out their 
hands for a final dividend. The 
net asset value was also likely 
to fall from 31p to 24p. 

Asbont Technology scored 
a home run with a rise of 
29 Up a! 95p. The AIM-listed 
group has signed a contract 
with Easton Sports in the US 
to make and market baseball 
and softball bats. 

Huntingdon International 
rose 7p to 118p after raising 
£5.75 million tty way of a 
placing at 106p. A fund-rais¬ 
ing exercise was also good for 
Elcdropboretics Internation¬ 
al. up 5p at 48Up. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Early 
gains in the London bond 
market were scaled back after 
a subdued start to trading by 
US Treasury bonds in re¬ 
sponse to weaker than expect¬ 
ed producer price data. 

The March series of the long 
gilt firmed £* ia at E113U.Trea¬ 
sury S per cent 2021 was EU 
down at £1 07 lS sz, while Trea¬ 
sury 7 per cent 2002 finned a 
tick to £10D 7 ». 

□ NEW YORK: Investors 
held back on Wall Street, one 
day after die Dow Jones 
industrial average topped 
7,000. Some analysts were 
uncomfortable about die re¬ 
cent fast rise. By midday the 
Dow was down 19.63 points at 
7.00Z81. 


New York (midday): 

DOW Jones--7D02JJV 

SAP composite 809.48 (-ZJ4) 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei Avenge_ 1 187220) 1+5354) 

Hong Kong; 

Hang Sen#-13! 1126 {-1*40 

Amsterdam; 

EOE Index-- 711491-0,99! 

Sydney: 

AO___MK10H1S 

Frankfurt 

DAX- 3248.18 (+18.70) 

Singapore: 

Straits - ■. Z2&2.46 (+222) 

Brussels 

General_;__ 1163786 {♦161! 



-71M9H>.99| 


- 24828 H3-S) 


__ 3248.18 (+18.709 


2252.46 4*222] 


_ 1163786 {♦161! 


Paris 

CAC-40__ 2627X2 HUM) 

Zurich: 

SKA Gen__..— 936*0 


London: 

FT JO___29S88MnX» 

FT 100_ 43418 WMJ 

FTSE Mid 230 _460681-1981 

FTSE 330_21428 (+7J) 

FTSE Euratnck 100 -21S887 1+029) 

PTAU-Sbaie-2114.12 (+6.91) 

FT Non Financials- 2155X8 (+78S) 

FT Fixed Interest- l|4i6b(«aZ3)- 

FT Govt Sea_96.45 (- 0 . 11 ) 

Bargains_—.- 50288 

SEAQ Volume_ 9ISJW 

USS_L62L3 (-080CN) 

German Mark „-2.7348 (-0.0019) 

Exchange Index-97.7 (- 0 . 1 ) 

Sank ot England official dose (4pm) 

EJECU-1-3983 

USDR_1.1819 

RPI _ 154.4 Dec (25%) Jan 1987=100 

RPIX_ 1542 Dec (3.t*) Jan 1987*100 

BZW Endowment Red SS'i 
C&B Publishing I7S 

calldore Croup 3'+ 

Calldore warrants l 

Eptcore Network 55 

GB Railways I78 1 : + I 

Hardy underwng 167 

John Lewis 4 

Prelude Tst 1184 

Prelude warrants 424 .... 

Sutton Harbour 140 +■ 14 

Tea Plantations Inv 1034 

Tea Plantations Wts 304 ... . 

Zlcor Mining 244 




FlneUst Gp tt/p l32Cfi 50-4 
Gt Portlant n/p {i«WJ 134 ♦ 14 


RISES: 

Kwik Sene...314p(+2Bp) 

Irish Lite ..3104p (+I8p) 

CapitalRadto ...». 580p(+25p) 

Smith & Nsph. 196p{+8p) 

□burns Grp...SIB'rp (+19p) 

Broken HB. 348'^p (+31p) 

Regent Inns.3734pf+13p) 

Qlnton Cards.2534p (+7p) 

Croda. 328p(+-Bp) 

De La Rue.„... 6134p (+ 17pJ 

Inchcape...Z78'ip (+8p) 

British Gas...247'jp(+Bp) 

Ratal Bed.286p i+9'ip) 

Aspen Corns-175p(+94p) 

Veto_192^p<+11p) 

FALLS: 

Concentric...151p(-13hp) 

Grosvenor Inns.206p (-Iritp) 

Morgan SindaB..... 21 l'*a (-T3pj 

Oriel.. 1234p C-7p) 

Forward Gp.173’sp (-Bp) 

Clyde Blowers. 355p (-10p) 

Swire Pacific .520'4>(-t0p) 

Caledonia.7S3p (42p» 

Abbey NB -7814p(-12p) 

Caltech.- 662 1 .’p (-9p) 

Go-Ahead...483’:*) (-12pi 

MAiD._.168'sp (-7p) 

Pace Micro.104p fc-7'ap) 

Assoc Br Ports.306'jp (-Bp) 

Closing Prices Page 45 


Lloyds shopping basket 

SJS^isss , «sit£& 

chairman, who in the same breath feels *at still plenty acquisi- 

bank shares are still rated way below other Bank may yet attract the chairmans anpn* 

retailers in spite of the recent re-rating of bank twjflj* ^ a ^ 

City dealers reacted by taking profits on the rating he said d^tjieg^out 
recent gains in Upyds shares. They were avoid pushmgasupOT^to 
pleased with the dividend rise but made little the possMe exce^on of omburst and 
alteration to 1997 and 1998 forecasts. This was not a chauvmt^c^tbum arm 

Lloyds looks strong enough, in terms of bankwa^tmshmdd teke nm& wmie ms 
capital, for an acquisition or special dividend competitors l sge m _ eve ^ ?? Sir Brirni 

some tune this year. Intriguhlgly, acquisitions alliances with supennarket 
could well be in an area once so troublesome, remains waiy. . pnori 

■ns Problem Country Debt division has been Whatever Sir Bnmrnay tehe^ftegood 

rnummo \Asn4rm n#*h 7 in drier- news at UoydsTSBis m the pnee. lnemaixei 


111 C riuuiaii VAAiiiujr mivwiwu iwu 

renamed Emerging Markets Debt, in defer¬ 
ence to the turnaround in Latin America's 
fortunes and the feci that iipyds TSB wants to 
forge closer business links in South. America. 


raaduo j. _. 

Whatever Sir Bn an may believe, the good 
hews at Upyds TSB is in the price. The market 
should not bet, however, agamst Sir Bnan 
pulling off another coup like Cheltenham « 
Gloucester or TSB. 


Williams 

SHAREHOLDERS in Wil¬ 
liams Holdings seemed to 
have few doubts that the 
security and home improve¬ 
ment company had overpaid 
to lock-up a deal with 
Chubb. Institutions had un¬ 
derstood the strategy was tp 
make small bolt-on acquisi¬ 
tions and not seal the kind of 
d eal that has a dilutive 
impact on first-year 
earnings. 

But the price probably 
should be described as ‘'full” 
rather than too high, with 
Williams able to point to 
extentuating circumstances. 
This is its fifth attempt to land 
a major catch in as many 
years. After four failures — 
and milfions of pounds in 
wasted fees— it needed to get 
it right One of these attempts 
was on Raca! in 1992, when it 
still owned Chubb. 

Equally, yesterday’s bid 


Clyde 

GULF CANADA’S £500 mil¬ 
lion bid for Clyde Petroleum 
should at least remind inves¬ 
tors — armchair and profes¬ 
sional — of the hazards of 
valuing an oil company. 

British analysts write 
reams about asset values, 
their North American cous¬ 
ins wax lyrical on cashflow. It 
has to be said that on asset 
value Clyde is fully valued Ity 
Gulfs I20p-a-share bid. but 
on cashflow Gulf would need 
to bid I70p to reach, the 
average ofl sector cashflow 
multiple. 

Another perennial hazard 
lies in wait for would-be ofl 
analysts: the ofl price. Arm¬ 
chair analysts can have some 
fun here watching the profes¬ 
sionals sweat BP and Shell 
this week said that they 
expected the ofl price to fell 
rather than rise in the next 
few months. Falling oil prices 
would, of course, tend to coax 
City investors gently into die 
arms of Gulf Canada and its 
cash bid. Gulf already has 29 


had to be pitched high 
enough — and it is exactly 
the same price as Ingersoll- 
Rand is paying for Newman 
Tanks — to scare off interna¬ 
tional rivals. 

No one doubts the indus¬ 
trial logic of the move. Wil¬ 
liams gains exposure and a 
ready-made distribution 
channel in vital markets in 
the East It achieves critical 


mass — becoming anigaWy 
the largest security company 
in the world — at a time 
when the industry is consoli¬ 
dating globally. Williams 
has set itself tough, but 
achievable, targets for cost 
savings and profit improve¬ 
ment over tiie next three 
years. Success at this level 
will prove yesterday's bears 
short-sighted. 


FINDING THE KEY AT LAST 

FT-SE afi-ohaure j 
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per cent of Clyde and just a 
handful of big City fund 
managers control 47 per cent 
of the stock. 

Friendly oil analysts 
believe that Clyde's manage¬ 
ment can add enough by way 
of acqu isition to keep up cash 
generation in tile future, al¬ 
though they would also con¬ 
cede that Clyde has a low 
cash value multiple because 
of a past lack of confidence in 
this ability. 

But even those who recom¬ 
mend rejecting Gulfs bid 
would not be too surprised if 
Clyde succumbed at the final 
count on Tuesday. As anyone 
who has sold a house knows, 
the ultimate value of an asset 
is what a buyer can be 
persuaded to pay. In this case 
the asset is Clyde Petroleum 
and the value is 120pa share 
of Gulfs money. 

Wall Street 

WHAT will it take to stop 
Wall Street? At the end of 
I99S, when the Dow first 
broke the .5,000 barrier, ex¬ 


1996 1997 


perts were predicting a quiet 
year for 1996. It has since bro¬ 
ken 6.000. in autumn 1996. 
and 7,000 earlier this week. 

Talk in America that im¬ 
proved management of the 
economy Ity the Fed has vir¬ 
tually removed the cyclical 
pattern of behaviour from the 
economy and markets is 
probably overdone. It is nev¬ 
ertheless a wonder to behold 
that better economic man¬ 
agement can remove the 
troughs of recession and the 
disruptive boom of an out-of¬ 
control economic upswing. 

Yesterday saw more fig¬ 
ures from America showing 
that the economy was gently 
slowing after the strong 
growth of late last year. 

However. New York ana¬ 
lysts were last night saying 
their market was vulnerable 
to any bad news. At the end of 
last year it only took the 
chairman of the Federal Re¬ 
serve to say the market ought 
to be aware of “irrational 
overexuberance” for a steep 
fell to occur. What will the 
Fed say next? • 
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COMMODITIES 

IC1S-LOR (London 680pm) 
CRUDE OlUS £/barrel FOB) 

Bran fljydmJ-2060 *O.IP 

Brant 15clay lAprt- 2050 HL 2 S 

Bran 15 day (M*l- 20 jo *025 

W Teas lutcmwtein: (Apn 21.95 *035 
W Teos Inter m e d i ate {Mayi 21.70 *040 

PRODUCTS (S/MT) 

Spat CIF %W Europe (prompt delfrartf 

Bid Offer 
Premium L : nW — 227 (n/c) 229 fo/o 

fiusoQEEC_ 186 (*3i 187 (+31 

3_5 Fuel Oil - ..._ «M |* 2 ) ■» 1.3 

Naphtha_ 2231-51 22b H>) 

IRE FUTURES (CM Ltd) 
GASOIL 

Mar - 17480-7825 Jun . 17780-77.50 
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Ranpe 
38W4-10736 
SSJBMmO 
KLPn-ia.437 
18219-182W 
2.7285-2.7381 
27447-27SJ* 
23I.1S-23I.96 
2CAI8-2700.I 
Z1M2-Z1944 

I. 6182-18215 
10.836-10961 
9J04O8J4I0 

II. 924-1282 
2D183-20189 
19JDI-19lZ7I 
2JMS-2J723 


UlOSC 
3.066&3.0687 
56J&56.441 15-1 tpr 47-40pr 

10422-10421 VVpr ‘r+ar 

f r . ,pr 

17320-2.7347 V',pr 2V2pr 

274.77-C7S.ro VaSs 

23IJ9-23I.48 Msf 33-lSnr 

2ffl3.1-2b958 22-37(19 6Z45ds 

21874-2.1895 0-SMUtpT IJO-JJJTpf 

18205-182IS Q.I054X0S5pr OJ24X29DT 

10839-10.849 Vipr >rAni 

wwct r^r.pr o-^ipr 

1I.92H 1.944 V.pr Vim 

aii.lS-20t.47 V.pr Zt-T'OT 

■<L2Z5*t924S r<W lM'^r 

2WJ-152J VVpr 2V2 , ipr 

Premi um - pr Dtsamnl - as. 


IfBOatn Imodi 

V'mr zvy.pr 


Australia-—- 

Austria- 

Belgium (Com)- 

Canada- 

Denmark_ 

France- 

Germany —-— 

Hong Kong- 

Ireland .. 

Italy- 

Japan- 

Malaysia- 

Netherlands .. 

Norway_ 

Portugal- 

Singapore- 

Spain... 

Sweden__ 

Switzerland_ 


-1J058-1JCM 

-1186-1187 

- 34.78-34.79 

-1-3491-1349b 

-fa.4250-6.4Z70 

--5.W(J7-5u6917 

- UM0-18870 

...- 7.7490-7.7500 

-1.S83S-18S55 

___ 16600-16628 

- 124.15-12435 

- 2.4835-2.4845 

- 18936-1.8941 

- 68906^.6777 

-160.71-16981 

- 1.4177-1.4187 

- 14288-142.91 

-13721*13796 

- 1.4635-1.4645 


Argentina pocr , 

AiuuaUa dollar__ 

Bahrain dinar__ 

Brazil rtaF —.—— 

China jiran-- 

CVprus pound_ 

Finland markka- 

Greece drachma_ 

Hong Kong dollar_ 

India rupee- 

Indonesia rupiah_ 

Kuwait dinar KD_ 

Malaysia rtra&l_ 

New Zealand dollar _ 

Pakistan rupee_- 

Saudi Arabia riyal — 

Singapore dollar_ 

S Alric* rand worn)_ 

U a E dirham- 

Batrtajs Book GTS ‘ 


R*M Feb 13 
mkkby dose 


AMP Inc 3W. 41 

AMK Cotp tth nv 

ASA 3T. 3F. 

AT * T W» «% 

Abfaoa Ufas 5*5 5S5 
Adanxd BUao 34 1 . 145 
Acsna Ltfe 875 tb 

AfaBUMMi (HR 36. 406 
Atr Rod * cbem 7F< mv 
AbTntdi Cann Z75 28 
AtbenoOdwr B 5T. 555 
Aftemotfs ye* 3S5 

AfeaUAteDUOa 35 145 

Allied Stgoal 7T. 77. 
Abus Co Of Am iff, 675 
Amox Gold toe 65 65 

Amerada Bess 575 a 
Aaer Bnnds 53V 535 
ABVCT a fw« 415 415 
MSB tjpaas 685 685 
Aaer Gent Corp 4ZV 4iv 
Amer Home Pr 555 665 
MnO I ml 135 13% 

Amer Stans 445 445 
Amerstradard 45 - 455- 
Anmtiedi b7,. 63% 

Amoco 835 ST. 

An^enei-Basch 445 445 
Apple Campmer lb 1(6 
Anker. Daniels w M 
Annco ♦> 4-., 

AmwmfWiM W. ar. 
Amreo 295 295 

Ad BKhOrid 1305 Uf7- 
Auro DU ho ' 435 ‘43 
Amy Dcnabon to, to, 

A«ra Pradaos 625 6Z5 

BOer Hughes J75 375 
Baidu Gat 4t E2 275 XT. 
Banc ax «, 455 
BankAmerica LAT. 123 
Bank at NY 415 40% 
Baidas Tr MY 925 925 
Banal Banks VP. tp. 
Bre** a Urate IP. 375 
Bauer lad 475 48 
Beta Dldmn SO 50 
Ben AUaimc ii 71 
Bed radoodts 3% 27. 
Bensoua 435 465 

Blais d«*w 331 , 335 

Modi (HalQ JOS 305 
tednf m 1095 

Boise cmde 345 J4% 

gHW Myit 5H P45 W. 
BmonUne ftrrts ». JO* 
BruasMck 2S5 275 

Budlrupon Ntha Bfa . B45 
Q4S Loerxy corp XJs n% 
CNAFtWOCtel 10(5 WF. 
2? tell 79 TV. 

46 455 

wi". r s 

ssssr a a 

total asw w, 24% 
cfeemptao Iml 43% tr. 
grac M antra 1025 roi5 
Corp 68% «85 
QlWer 345 34' 

Corn 585 58% 
gp** C arp 161 1W5 

aoenp 1245 12*5 

£ UTOt . „_ 1225 1225 

Cdttal Qap 48*85 
tW Coin (C; a) • 
tit) Cola Ent Ssv 585 
^pte-raim iqp. KH5 
cwamSU tias us u5 
MuaiUaHCA 435 «, 

S5M? K If 
SSSP ,S5 ,s, 

sssa, Sf 

toper Huh *5 «>. 

Cwofite Si us 

tor 37 315 

CIWIB Dull SB5 595 
toia corp 315 315 
Pywi Bb*oo 395 j*, 

Dee« 425 41-, 

lines ay, ib 5 

Ow3nton 8a 405 40 % 
gmdty HE) 305 315 
Dwerami 31 515 
Daw amnio] nr, mr, 
ttOWMMS 41 % 4(5 
g?” 2% 325 

Ds*e Ptmer 45*. 46s 
Iftn 4 Bnhma 25 ZS 
«« 1105 ms 

BMman Oeg 365 5fes 
fa ffaman boa 915 415 


-183XH8ZZ? 

-Z1167-2.1104 

— OXOVXUIM 

-1.6941-1JA85 

-13857-13557 

- OXWMUIOS 

-&Q2508.S4I0 

-43^5-430.25 

- 115627-128721 

-57.9t*5865 

- 38210-38898 

- 0.4855-0.4955 

-4O28X0XW 

-28330-28*1 

-... 64.40 Buy 

-582758,9515 

- 28984-28014 

-7.1100-78181 

—- 588CD6JXH0 

• Lloyds Bank 


fth 685 
345 34' 
«5 S8% 
161 

1245 1235 
127. IZZ5 
485 48% 

»i 61 


S3-. 53 
1055 103% 
205 315 
545 S4 . 
45 W. 
S3 SZ5 
37 315 

»% 995 
315 315 


Feb » Feb U 
midday dose 


Eason Ctop 7T. 

CdkRm tal 27. 

Elea Data 475 

Emerson tire my, 

EntROani Corp 335 
Enron Qxp 425 

Entergy 29. 

Ethyl Corp 9% 

Gann 104 

fmc corp nr* 

rn cnmp 4S‘, 

Mend Express S25 

Ftnt Bfc sy* 8|5 

FW Union Bit* 13% 
Fleet Rnl Grp RS, 

Fluor Ctap 7T. 

R>nl Motor u 
CTE CDrp 49 

Canned 82 

Cep toe Dei 315 

oaten rp 16. 

Can DyammSa JtR 
Ota dearie HJ65 
Oen Ml A (05 
Gen Motors . 395 . 
Gen Retoswanee 173*. 
Gen Signal -OS 

Genuine ram 45 % 

Georgia Poe 765 

. G Diene kf. 

Clam wale am m 

GoodifcJi or) 42 1 . 

Goodyear Tire S4*. 

Grr aU Pat Tra 315 

caear want m 34 % 

Hatoburton 705 

Hanimii Ceneml 48 
Helm (HI) »1% 

Hercules 47% 

Henney Foods 445 

Hewtm Fadonl 495 

Hllran Hotels 27% 

Home Depot S2 

Homenab- stag 155 
Honeyncll 7V. 

HotjedmU Inti KSV 

Housam inde 22% 

Humana 20% 

ttT Corp 575 


74% Onrie 

2T. Oryx E 

465 


moots Tool 855 
Uim . 2 S'. 

INTO 35 

togmoD Band 48% 
InCadSMei is% 
Intel com w, 

0M 1+6% 

ton nav « Fr 46% 
tod Paper tf. 
Jtaus River v« ji% 
Anai a. Assn 61 % 

KSSU, &. 

lambatrciaa 102 % 
Kman h r. 

KpbtlMlMw 40 
Lilly (ED) 'iO% 

Uml tedJttc . IT, 
Uncoln Nat ' 58% 

Litton 44 

Ue Claiborne 43 % 
Lertteed Manta 90% 
InOstana fac to. 
MCI Comm w, 

Maaywer jar 355 

«ann» im S 45 
Manh t Maim 122 
MwoCtom 355 
HWOO gh 47 
Masia* Carp 21 % 
Mtoonalos 4b>, 
McDoDJirti o U 
«CGiOTjnil 515 
Mnd corp ms 
M edtronic 715 

S5S 1 * 81% 

Men* Inc oa 
MeirtU toftcfa or. 


Masa* Carp 215 

McDonalds w, 

McDmuiHj o U 

McGjOTjffll 515 

Mnd carp ms 

Medtronic 715 

Metai Bfc 815 

Men* Inc 9a 

Menraium* 9 g% 

MKngOft 995 

Mlnnesm Mine av, 
Ontp nr. 

Monsanto 3(5 

M organ an I 0 fi>. 

S' 

Nail Service tod »■. 
Navfaar 1 st 95 

■J* 7™tS A 43% 

Newmoru m m 415 

ft 

te-tad^*Ja 115 

rasam E nergy 15 ■ 

HOTdRDTn TS 5 

HottotkSton u% 

yan sate purr 47% 

itaroi carp J|% 

tiorp 53% 

Ocddental u 

oSTStoT 


Feb 14 Feb J3 
midday dur 


£1* 6+1 1 
18% U5 ' 
45% 4S5 
47% 4ft 
M5.54% 
43% -0% 
215 a 
70% 

Xf, 

» 

435 _ 

23% 2S% 
44*. 44 
ZPr 23% 

60% 

3t% 

96 
« 


37%. 

27% 

345 

S* 

31% 

375 

»% 

Sv 

5+% 

N% 

M% 

X% 

St. 

s% 

{%' 15 

13% 

IJ- 

47% 

4P» 

56% 

W* 

« 

4h 

RET: 

m 

80% 

«%■ 

tr. 

41 

loft 

S0I% 

Alt 

+»> 

V * 

St 

ST. 

525- 

55% 

54%' 

24% 

24% 

8R 

25. 

5bN 

S6% 

415 

41 

9V 

9) ‘ 

30% 

» 

01% 6lv 

>r. 

.38% 

3*5 

34% 

2h 

3f. 1 

20% 

2T« 

1* 

27. 

US 

<5 ii 

445 

■al 

#5% 

4*97 

55% 

5 * 

(n 

7 


w rpntum. 


















































































I 


r 


s 

f 


.— 


utajlio kjrn 


r Oi\unV i bi/j^wrtA i uriznti 


WtJbMilVU MUlMtl 53 ~ 



THE TIMES SATURDAY FEBRUARY 151997 


31 


'-‘ST 


NV 





JAPAN MALAISE 34 

Smiling through 
in the land of 
the Rising Sun 


WEEKEND 



INVESTOR ACTION 38 

Pru ahead in 
bidding war 
for ScotAm 





Adam Jones meets a former helicopter pilot 
still feeling the effects of the Maxwell scandal 


I 


t happened five years 
ago, almost to die day, 
Anthony Pearman dis¬ 
covered that the pension 
fund to which he had been a 
studious contributor had shut 
down suddenly. Robert Max¬ 
well had stolen its assets. 

like thousands of other 
'workers and pensioners de¬ 
pendent on companies wholly. 
'owned or controlled 'by Max¬ 
well, Mr Pearman faced-near' 
ruin. Now. within a matter of 
weeks, tough new rules and 
onerous responsibilities for 
pension fund trustees are 
being introduced in an. at¬ 
tempt to ensure that anothcr 
Maxwell scandal will not hap¬ 
pen. From April 6, the Pen¬ 
sions Act 1995 comes into force 
and carries draconian penal¬ 
ties for trustees who. preside 
over a fond where something 
goes wrong. In the worst-case 
scenario, those who foil to spot 
a pensions fraud could face 
imprisonment. 

■ Mr Pearman, expecting a 
comfortable retirement as befit¬ 
ted a senior helicopter pDot 
with die rank of captain, and 
his wife. Gill, faced the pros¬ 
pect of having to survive an a 
mere £69 a week from the state. 
That threat eventually receded 
when investigators retrieved 
the bulk of me missfog E440 
millkm in March 1995L ., ,./ 
Maxwell victims could ex¬ 
pert their companies to payfoll 
pension in retirement, after 
years of depending on a gov-. 
eminent “drip feed” fond for 
temporary support Bid Mr 
Pearman is stin getting an 
estimated 19 per cent less than 
die pension he would have 
received if the Maxwell fraud 
had never happened. 

Mr Pearman joined British 
Airways Helicopters in 1974, 
flying helicopters on North Sea 
routes. He joined the pension_ 
scheme.'In September 1986 the 
company was sold by the 
Government to Robert Max¬ 
well, who renamed it British 
International Helicopters 
(BIH). Unions, wary of his 
reputation, immediateiy feared 
for tte safety of die £9 million 
pension, fond when it was 
tr a nsferred to the Mirror 
Group scheme. They drew up 


legal warranties to protect 
against proprietorial interfer¬ 
ence. These proved to be 


presumably in attempts to 
prop up the siting Maxwell 
empire. BIH workers could no 
longer contribute to die Mir-, 
ror scheme, becoming “de- 
. fexred pensioner s* *, and were 
moved into a new .BIH pen¬ 
sion schema 

' For Mr Pearman the timing 
could hardly have been worse. 
Riots generally retire at 55, 
and Mr ftartnan was due to 
retire “14 weeks after the do- 
sure of-die fond. This freak of 
toning "dram atically reduced 
the value of bis pension. It was 
doe to be calculated using die 
salary paid in die 1991-92 
financial year. However, the 
sudden closure meant lower 
1990-91 figures'were used. Mr 
Pearman, 59, calculates that 
this will . have cost him 
£100,000 by toe- time he 
readies 75. So whois to blame? 

T he Minor Pension 
Trustees were within 
toe law to use the 
smaller salary figure. 
Iain Urquhaxt, scheme 
spokesman, said: "All of the 
BIH members have got bene¬ 
fits. in accordance with the 
scheme." 

.. It is true ftat tough deci¬ 
sions had to be made in 1992- 
But it is also true that the 
trustees had discretion to be 
more flexible in the way 
pensions were cal cu l ate d- The 
scheme rules stated: “In cer- 
tain ar aimsrancps , final earn- 
ings are calculated in a 
different way [to the actual 
final salary}." At the time, 
Qiris Jones, personnel man¬ 
ager of BIH, wrote to Mirror 
trustees on tins point He 
called for “toe more equilabJe" 
calculation of final earnings. 
He said: “Surely in the case of 
wholesale - misappropriation 
such methods that will give 
our members the closest pos¬ 
sible pension to the one mtg 
expected to receive undo- nor¬ 
mal circumstances is not 
unreasonable." 

Mr Pearman is unhappy 
with die way the matter has 
been handled. The company 
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initially allowed him to contin¬ 
ue woridng past his retirement 
date when his pension was in 
doubt But when the Govern¬ 
ment's “drip feed" fund stepped 
in to temporarily meet the cost. 
BIH terminated his employ¬ 
ment, even though there was an 
a gre ement to extend his retire¬ 
ment age to 60. He also had to 
enlist toe help of his MP to get 
reports on the new BIH fond in 
which he had a small amount 
He says information was _st£H. 
not passed an. 

BFH, which is now owned by 
a Canadian com pa ny, re f us ed 
to comment on Mr Peatman's 
situation. Other sources of 
redress hare been closed off. 
The Maxwell Pensioners Triist, 
the drip-feed fond, was wound 
up two weeks ago. Jane Newell 
chairman, said die trust was 
very sympathetic to his pos¬ 
ition. but it had derided to pay 
onfy what was ordained by the. 
scheme trustees. 

Mr Pearman said; “For my¬ 
self and my wife, who have 
retired, oar time is up. There is 
no chance for us to recover. We 
should receive the pension we 
hare paid for, no more and no 
less. It is wrong that any 
individual Maxwell pensioner 
should be left to carry such a 
loss. The damage , done to my 
family s irreparable." 


□ November 5, 1991. Robert 
Maxwell is found dead, pre¬ 
sumed drowned, off the coast 
of Gran Canaria. 

□ December 5,1991. Trading 
in Mirror Group shares is 
suspended as it emerges that 
Robert Maxwell siphoned off 
an estimated £300 million 
from toe Mirror Group News¬ 
papers pensions scheme and 
five other Maxwell company 
pension funds. The revela¬ 
tions prompt an SFO inquiry. 

□ February 20. 1992. The 
investigators tracking down 
tte foods reveal they have 
traced £237 million of assets. 
But they place the total miss- 
ing at £72? miHion. 

□ March 9, 1992. Commons 
Social Security Committee rec¬ 
ommends widespread 
changes to pension' regu¬ 
lations. . 

□ Jane 8,1992. Payments for 
the 14,110 people already 
drawing - Maxwell pensions 
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Anthony Pearman, who has a reduced pension, says the Maxwell affair caused his family irreparable damage 



Mortgage 

shake-up 

forecast 

CASHBACK offers of up to £9,000 
for first-time buyers and very low 
initial mortgage rates could disap¬ 
pear tins summer, a building soci¬ 
ety expert predicts (Marianne 
Curphey writes). 

Instead of big upfront payments, 
mutual societies will try to intro¬ 
duce a blanket lower rate for all 
borrowers. Meanwhile, converting 
societies such as the Halifax and 
Woolwich wBl have to balance the 
demands of customers with those of 
the shareholders. 

Rob Thomas, building societies 
analyst with UBS, the merchant 
bank, believes the summer will be a 
taming point for mortgage 
providers. 

"Halifax. Alliance & Leicester, 
Woolwich and Northern Rock will 
be mindful of bring careful with 
shareholders’ money, while there is 
evidence that mutuiri societies are 
uncomfortable with toe idea of 
giving amazing offers to new cus¬ 
tomers at the expense of their loyal 
borrowers," he said 
Evidence that the trend is already 
happening came two days ago 
when the Britannia Building Soci¬ 
ety said it had chased firsfrtime 
buyers aggressively last year but 
had no plans for special discounts 
for new buyers at present. 

Britannia has incurred £45 mil¬ 
lion of costs in offering discounted 
first-time mortgages last year. At 
one pointit had 30 per cent market 
share. The society, which has un¬ 
derlined its commitment to mutual¬ 
ity by setting up a loyalty bonus 
scheme, intends to pay £35 milli on 
to one million m embers, malting it 
toe first mutual to share out annual 
profits. The scheme is structured to 
exclude 300,000 “carpetbaggers" 
who joined the society in the hope 
of enjoying a windfall bonus if it 
derided to convert 
Members get an average taxable 
sum of £35. with a maximum set at 
£500. The cash will be paid later 
this month and is calculated on the 
amount of 22p units that members 
have accumulated by borrowing 
Continued on page 32 


begin to dry up. The Govern¬ 
ment pledges £23 million of 
stop-gap compensation. 

□ June 13,1992. The Maxwell 
Pensioners’ Trust is estab¬ 
lished to put pressure on City 
institutions to repay some of 
the money they received as 
security for Maxwell's loans. 

□ June 23. 1992. NatWest 
Bank returns £25 million 
worth of Teva shares to the 
MaxweD pension fonds. 

□ January 4, 1994. The sec¬ 
urity of Mirror pensions is 
boosted ty a £25 million pre- 
trial settlement from the Bank 
of America, followed by £27 
million from Lehman Broth¬ 
ers and £32 million from 
Capel Cure Myers, Lehman 
Brothers and foresee M1M. 

□ February 11. 1995. A £276 ] 
million "global settlement" is 
negotiated with a number of 
Cfty firms: The payoff is, 
enough to guarantee all Max¬ 
well pensions. 



E ach trading day, in a textbook 
world, the FT-SE MX) share index 
might gain about 1.5 points. In 
the real world as felgernafl-chewmg 
investors know, daily oscillatio n s are 
often big enotgh to obscure any trend. 
On Wednesday, a surprisingly rare 
event occurred. The net move on the day 
was exactly 0.00. Was tins a pivotal ■ 
moment, a pause for breath or merely 
tire calm before tire doldrums? 

The blue-chip index has gained 6 per 
cent already this year. Yet sterling’s 
strength has already persuaded fond 
managers to ait their forecasts erf 1997 
profit growth to 913 per cent. UK shares 
are not madty overvalued in relation to - 
other securities. They trade at an 
average 16 tiroes earnings and yield 
more than 35 per cent, In America, 
where the Dow Jones average ventured . 
blinking into the 7.000s this week, 
industrial shares sdJ at 24 tiroes 

eamings; yidds are bddw 2 per cenL 

There is no such bubble in Brit ain, w it 
enough air in the market for investors to 
look anxiously far impending shocks. 
Thee could come from a change m 
sentiment on Wall Street, a dash among 
foreign interest rates or any toss of 
confidence in the timetable or candi¬ 
dates for European monetary union, 

The most tangible wobble factor is at 
home. Within three months, there wfll 

be an election-More than 90 per emt of . 
hie investors have expected Labour to 
forin the nod government since Merrill 
Lvnch has asked the question m its 
monthly survey. Markets do not y et 
Sem » heed wbat this, assumption, 
implies. Perhaps it all seems predict- 


PERSONAL 

INVESTOR 



GRAHAM 

SEARJEANT 


able. Perhaps Labour’s adoption of 
financial orthodoxy and its. patently 
middle-class aversion to the radical has 
charmed away aflOty worries, in which 
case a Labour win might boost asset 
prices by ending uncertainty. 

A formerly left-of-centre party, out of 
power for 18 years, would surely have its 
sound-money and fiscal polities tested 
more rigorously by toe markets than 
familiar lacexPressures would he high 
on Gordon Brown to follow the Bank of 
England^ advice on interest rales to the. 
letter (until he managed to downgrade 
ft), suggesting that autumn base rates 
could be half a print higher undo* 
Labour than under toe Tories. 

Mr Brown .would also be under 
pressure to shrink* toe Budget gap more 
surety. That would need higher taxes 
even if he stud: to rosy 7bry spending 
projections, because he would forgo 
same of the Tories* projected revenue. 
The markets might therefore regret Mr 
Brown’s insistence that he will deliver 


an earty Budget, made virtually inevita¬ 
ble Ity the first 100 days complex 
Known losers would be utilities, 
hitting toe vast majority of private 
investors. Labour's approach to cutting" 
people’s need for means-tested welfare 
benefits depends on a utility levy to fund 
an up-front float for schemes to get the 
young unemployed, long-term jobless 
and single mothers into work. Whoever 
that levy covered and however it were 
apportioned, the prospective total ball is 
growing- The scheme for the young 
alone will cost "at least” £3 billion. That 
means more. Yet utility shares seem 
unconcerned. In the months before the 
1992 election, for instance, water stocks 
lagged well behind the average. This 
time, they are slightly ahead. 

T he corporate sector would be a 
Kkety target for regular general 
tax increases too. Corporation tax 
rates could go up. A perverse coalition 
has been built to stop pension funds 
receiving dividends tax free. This would 
not directly affect toe value of shares to 
private investors, but toe impact on 
pension fond calculations could easily 
knock share prices by 5 to 10 per cent in 
the short term, depending as much an 
toe emotions as on numbers. 

Nor should individual shareholders 
expect to be immune. For instance. 

axezng the annual capital gains tax 

relief migftthe*pofitK^ty^handy. invit- 
ing.oon-PEP investors’ to realise gains 
ahead of Mr Browns Budget The over¬ 
all impact of Labour could be a nasty 
shock. It would certainty not be 0.00. 
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Best fund management group & Best individual fund manager 


REUTERS GLOBAL EMERGING MARKETS SURVEY 1996 
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Best fund management group for Global Emerging Markets, Latin American anil Asian equities 


MONEY OBSERVER UNIT TRUST AWARDS 1996 

Winner of “Premier Group’ award 
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Number one, number one, number one...we guess it’s 
what you'd expect from the world's number one fond 
manager, with over £300 billion funds under management. 

But that success didn’t come easy. It’s the result of hard 
work and dedication. 

We investigate companies and markets so thoroughly 
that our researchers and analysts make 45,000 company 
visits and contacts a year. 

We're delighted that our thorough, on-the-ground 
research helps to win us awards. But, of course, its ultimate 
purpose is to deliver consistently excellent performance. 

0800414171 

Call free 9sm to 6pm. 7 days. Fas 01737 836 980. htspU/wwMd-haLeom/vk 


Remember you can take full advantage of that 
performance, tax-free, with our range of innovative PEPs. 

To find out more about how awards for us can mean 
rewards for you. ring our free PEP Hotline now, fill in the 
coupon or contact your IFA. 

To- Fidelity Investment*. PO Bax 88, Tonbridge. Kent TN11 90Z. Please seod me 
Information on Fidelity's PEP Range. Vfc will not disclo s e any information outside 
tbe Fidelity Marketing Giesip. 
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Caroline Merrell finds overwhelming member support for cmwersim 


rob w MAYES 


John Stewart said the board had felt it was in the best interests of members if the Woolwich kept its independence and did not form an alliance 


I he Woolwich Building Society is 
on course to float by July 7, after 


I on course to float by July 7, after 
this week's overwhelming vote 
in favour of the conversion. 

Seventy per cent of investing mem¬ 
bers who were entitled to vote did so. 
and, of these, 95 per cent backed the 
proposals. The figure was the same for 
borrowing members. The society is 
expected to have a market 
capitalisation of £3 billion. The 2J57 
million qualifying members will get 
payouts worth on average £1200. 
Those who qualify for the basic 
distribution will get 450 shares, which 
will be priced between 175p and 2Q0p. 

As well as the basic distribution of 
shares, many members will qualify for 
an additional distribution of shores. 
Anyone who had more than £1.000 on 
December 31.1995, and cm February II, 
1997, will benefit from extra shares. The 
additional variable distribution will com- 


We’re with the 
Woolwich float 


prise four free shares for each addition¬ 
al £100 saved to a maximum of 
E50.Q00. The maximum number of 
shares a member can get is 2,000. 

The special general meeting held to 
discuss the flotation was attended by 
around 1200 members. Some mem¬ 
bers wanted to know what the Wool¬ 
wich planned to do after conversion, 
while others accused the board of 
wanting to line their own pockets. 
Michael Hardem, in charge of an 


action group called Members for 
Conversion, said the share distribution 
was unfair. He said: “A flat distribu-. 
tion would have been better for the 
majority of members.” 

John Stewart, chief executive, gave a 
detailed account at the meeting of why 
the society had chosen to convertrather 
than form -an alliance with another 
mutual or non-mutual organisation. 
He said that the board had felt that it 
was in the. best interests of members if 


the Woolwich kept its independence. 

Mr Stewart also talked about the 
draft Building Societies Bill The 
Woolwich is concerned about da uses 
in the Bill over the five-year protection 
from takeover enjoyed by societies 
post-conversion. TTie Bill says that 
sodeties that embark on the acquisi¬ 
tion trail after they have floated will 
forfeit their protection. The Bill also 
makes it possible for a shareholder 
with a 15 per cent stake to launch a full 
bid within the five-year period. Mr 
Stewart said the society was continuing 
to negotiate on the Bill but added: “We 
are-not likely to abandon conversion 
even if the Bill goes ahead." 

Mr Stewart had little comfort for 
disabled savers, many of whom have 
been locked out of the payout because 
they have trustees looking after their 
affairs and are. therefore, not the first 
named on the account. 


Home loan changes 


Monthly Income 


Regular as clockwork 


Framiington Monthly Income PEP aims to pay a 


% 


>'. high and rising income, free of tax, with the 
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Continued from page 31 
and saving with the sodety. 
Calum MacLeod, the chaic- 
maru said the bonus was 
equivalent to the dividend 
shareholders could expect 
from demutualised building 
sodeties in the future. 

However, the payment dent¬ 
ed Britannia's headline profit 
figures, so. although profits 
have risen in real terms, the 
bonuses and associated costs 
reduced operating profits to 
£722 million, down from 
£1182 million in 1995. 

Mr Thomas said: “Mutual 
budding sodeties have long 
felt uncomfortable with the 
idea of two different borrow¬ 
ing rates and spedal treat¬ 
ment for new members. They, 
will be much happier scrap¬ 
ping the headline offers and 
giving back some of their 
surplus in die form of borrow¬ 
ing rates below those of the 
converting sodeties. 

“Meanwhile, the converting 
sodeties will not be able to be 
so generous because they will 
also be looking to please their 
shareholders.”' 

Woolwich members have 


already voted in favour of 
conversion, while Halifax 
members are expected to do so 
at the Sheffield Arena a week 
on Monday. A large number 
of Halifax members have al¬ 
ready returned voting forms 
in favour, and the dosing date 
for postal votes is Monday. 
The sodety stressed that it 
needed all members to vote. 
Halifax will begin mailing its 


Societies will 
not be able to 
be so generous 


eight million qualifying mem¬ 
bers next month with details of 
its share dealing service. An 
estimated 10 to 20 per cent of 
members are expected to opt to 
sell their shares, worth an 
average £1200, on the first day 
of trading. According to the 
transfer , document sent to 
qualifying members, shares 
wflj be paced at between 390p 
and 450p. Mr Thomas be¬ 
lieves the shares could be 


worth more if the housing 
market continues to be buoy¬ 
ant He said: “Essentially, 
buying shares in any of the 
converting sodeties is a play 
on the mortgage market par¬ 
ticularly if you hold Northern 
Rock shares because it is 
almost purely devoted to pro¬ 
viding mortgages. 

“If. as UBS predicts, net 
lending in the UK increases 20 
per cent to £22 billion, and 
house prices rise 10 per cent 
nationally and 15 per cent in 
London by the end of die year. 
It will be good news for these 
shares.” 

Huge demand is expected 
from institutions for Halifax 
shares, since it is the biggest 
mortgage provider in the UK. 

Other building sodeties 
with share dealing services 
are looking forward to benefit-. 
ing from the demand for 
services on the first day of 
trading. Mr Thomas said: 
"Estimates are that there will 
be turnover of £1 billion in 
. Halifax shares on the first day. 
That is equivalent to a normal 
day of trading on the London 
Stock Exchange." 
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prospect of capital growth. Unlike many 


stockmarket investments, you don’t 


iVOv €mber 

jDa *mi er 


have to wait six months for your return- 


- the income comes once a month, every 


Income payments 

by the sixth of every month, 

directly into your bank account 


month. Send for details of this top performing 


fund, or ask your Independent Financial Adviser. 


0345 023138 


Please send me details of the Framiington Monthly Income PER Return the coupon to: 

Framiington Unit Managetnent Limited, Freepost, P.O, Box 2, Tuyford, Reading, Berkshire RG10 8BR. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Postcode 


framiington 


Past performance is no guarantee to future performance. The value of units and income from than may folios wdl as rise and investors may not get back 
Aar original investment. The tax regime under uhich PEftj exist Could change in dv future. Fra miing t o n Monthly Income PEP invests m die hamhngtcm 
\tmnhty Income Fund to which the performance stated relates. In order to maxirmse the level of income payable, dm anmul management fee is charged to 
capital instead of income from V\ IPI5. Whilst the distributable wdome unll maassehya corresponding amount, capital growth udB other be eroded or 
constrained. Issued by Framiington Unit Management lamited which if regulated by die Personal Investment Authority and IMRO. Member of A UTIR 
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M&G’s performance in black and white 


ard Lawson of Blaby. 
the former GhanceQar,. 
f is showing off his new 
svelte form in a-TV “name 
awareness" campaign for 
M&G personal equity plans 
(Peps)- 

Faultlessly lit. in sombre 
forces the advertisement sug¬ 
gests menace. This is pcrrdy a 
stylistic device, a Nineties 
adve rtising c&hfc. designed 
to seize the attention rather . 
than send a shiver down die 
spine. But viewers should 
take the fading seriously. 
There may be a much better 
home for your money than 
the new M&G High Income 
Pep. launched to entice those 
anxious to potimney in a Rzp 
before the end of the tax year. 

The words Money and 
Growth may appear an the'. 


blade and white. TVset fea¬ 
tured in the axnrnerdal. But 
MAG stands .not .for these 

sterling virtues Jbut for.the 
less snappy Municipal and 
Geosal. 

- - The oldest of d» unft trust 
groups, M&G manages £2.7 
btUicn'in^ ftp funds and has 
an awesome 477JOOO Pep 

accounts. But anyone flunk¬ 
ing dot the group’s age and 
sire guarantees quality would 
be wrong. Once the star of the 
unit trust sector, M&G is now 
rated an also-ran, 

BESt Investment which 
analyses the Peprnarket, sees' 
“no reason, to recommend 
M&G-funds'* and has even 
placed five of the group's ftps 
on its Spot the Dog list of 
plans Char should be aban- 
doned. Holders of the Equity. 



Income, Midland & General 
and Smaller Gampanies Peps 
are probably now wishing 
that they had never become 
aware of die M&G name. 

Although one might think 
that M&G would be concen¬ 
trating its efforts on improv¬ 
ing the fortunes of its existing., 
plans, it is busy promoting its 
new High IncomePep. Reser¬ 
vations have already been 


expressed about this fund, 
but die M&G marketing 
machine win, as usual, relent¬ 
lessly accentuate the positive. 
This is one area where perfor¬ 
mance has yet to falter. 

Mutual dislike 

AS THE nation prepares for 
the Great Halifax Vote, those 
buflding societies who love 


mutuality are jostling for 
their share of the timeligbt. 
They aspire to assure us thar 
life will be sweet if you give 
your heart to a mutual. To 
date their efforts are not en¬ 
tirely convincing. 

For example, there is now 
talk that these societies wxB 
abandon cut-price mortgage 
offers for new customers in 
the summer and allow all 
borrowers to enjoy lower 
rates instead (see page 31). 
This sounds generous. Bur 
the move would be as advan¬ 
tageous for the societies who 
resent having to offer expen¬ 
sive enduoements to prospec¬ 
tive borrowers. Reduced rates 
for aB customers would be a 
much cheaper option. 

The Britannia, which has 
been foremost in proclaiming 


its attachment to mutuality, 
has this week announced the 
payouts under its dividend 
package (page 39). Three 

quarters of the one milljon eli¬ 
gible customers received less 
than £50. To register for this 
small reward, these savers 
completed forms supplying 
invaluable information about 
themselves and their finances 
to the society. 

Meanwhile, the Bir¬ 
mingham Midshires, ano¬ 
ther mutual devotee, will next 
month be introducing 
charges to same customers 
with balances under £500. 

The imposition of charges 
on small investments is more 
the action of a big bank than 
an organisation supposedly 
committed to old-fashioned 
virtues. 
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card won’t 
do nicely 

Jason Nissc ran, up against the , 
i limit when he used his plastic 


R emember the 1980s 
when credit card com¬ 
panies were being criti¬ 
cised for giving out too much 
credit? Students would torn up 
at university and were handed 
a Bardaycard application : 
form as soon as they priced up 
their grant cheques. Single 
parents on the dote were given 
thousands of pounds to spend 
on consumer durables that 
they could not afford. 

I never thought I would be 
nostalgic for those days. But 
American Express has made 
me. 

v All 1 wanted was to increase' 
$the limit on by credit card. I 
like the AmEx credit card. It 
gave me free membership for 
a year. I get lots of free offers 
and Expressions pemts, which 
1 can turn into Virgin Freeway 
air mites. 

But for some crazy reason, 
when I joined I only received a 
credit limit of £1,00011 £d not 
think it was a problem for six 
months or so, until T was 


Australia and would probably 
like to pay for tile ticket with 
AmEx. 

- So 1 called up. “Hello. Ifs 
me again, hi Uke to increase 
roycredit limit" 

“No can do,” I w as odd 
again- “You've' spent too 
much. If you are nudging your 
old credit limit we cannot 
increase it."' 

“But when you axenudging 
your dd limit is just when, you 
want to increase it," 1 replied. 
"Rules is rules," came the 

repiy- 



Easy come, easy go, but not if the credit card company sets a limi t that is based on out-oMale salary figures 


S 


o I paid off my balance 
arid called baric. “Hiya. 
It's your old Mend with 
a strangely familiar request 
Fd like my credit limit 
increased." 

“Er ... sorry. No can do. 
According to our records; you 
only earn 00,000 and we can’t 
give a credft.6mft.an more 
than a tenth of your salary." 

- “£10.000?" I said. “That was 
my salary in 1986.1 earn tots 


buying a sofa and handed my more than that-” 


card over fix' it to be returned 
as not having enough jufee. 1 
immediately called AmEx and 
said: “How about doubling 
my limit then?" 

"Sony, no can do." came the 
answer. “You have to have the 
card a year before you can 
have your credit- limit 
increased." 

"Oh." I said, and whipped 
out my Visa card instead. 

All was well until just before 
Christmas, when I decided 
that I might like to go to 


"Oh," AmEx said- "It roust 
be a : mistake. IH check our 
records and ffifSwrung oh tire 
computer FQ amend hand up 
your limit If hot, lH need you 
to fax me your last three pay 
; s!ips ; to confirm your currant 
salary!" 

“So you’d phone me if you 
need that fax?” 

"Yes.” 

“Fine.” 

And I heared nothing for a 
week or so. So I reckoned my 
credit limit had beaa in¬ 


creased. Then I decided to 
book my ptone ticket 

"No can do,” the agent told 
me. “American Express wont 
authorise your payment" 

So I called AmEx. “What*ls 
wrong?" I asked. 

“YotfVe gone over your 
credit Hmft,” came the reply. 

“But its £2,000," I replied. 

- "No irs not It's still only a 
thousand.? 

So I got on to the supervisor 
and she said: “Well, we called 
you to say we needed that fax, 
but no one was in." 

“Why did you not leave a 
message on the answering 
machine." 

“Er...dunna"- 

Well, I was little pertu r bed 
by this. And the kind woman, 
said she would immediately, 
increase the limit to EL500 so I 
could buy the ticket and would 
up it to £2.000when I sent her 
the fax. 

So I sent her the fax. 

Then I received another call 
a few <hors later. 

“Hello. This is American 
Express. It seems you have 
exceeded your credit limit" 

“I cant have. My limit is 
E&OOO.’T 

“No. According to our 
records, it's only £1,500," came 
the insistent reply. 

Oh for tile days of easy 
credit 



With Fidelity's Investment Trust Personal 
Equity Plan, unlike most others, the additional 
annual chaige for investing through the PEP 
is zero, nought, nothing and zilch. You cant 
Re i much lower than that. 

Our Investment Trust PEP also allows 
you to enjoy the benefits of an international 
portfolio by letting you combine the Fidelity 
range nf investment trusts covering continental 


Europe. UK., Asia (excluding Japan) and Japan 
You can even use your full, annual £6,000 
General PEP allowance'without investing the 
whole amount straight away. Invest before 
April 5th and you can drip-feed your money 
into your selected trust-or trusts over die.next 
six months. 

. To find out more contact Fidelity or speak 
to your IFA-.And start earning serious money. 
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ME GUARANTEED OPEN 7 DAYS 



A PEP 

THAT CAN 

PROTECT 

YOUR 

INVESTMENT 


OPTIONAL 

CAPITAL GUARANTEE 


award WINNING 

THE LAST 5 YEARS 


" ■ ———— CALL FREE O.N 

>>i/ invest 10500 

WIT i 100 333 

GROWTH PEP 
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WHICH COMPANY 
WOULD YOU CHOOSE 
YOUR PENSION FROM? 



Many people put good investment 
performance high on their list of priorities 
when choosing a pension plan. Making 
sense of competing claims can, however, 
be a difficult business. 

Well, our simple table above should give 
them the facts they need to make an 
informed choice. 

The table shows the number of times 
a company has appeared in the top 
ten investment performance results 
few: regular • contribution with-profits 
personal pension plans across all durations 
measured - according to annual surveys by 
the industry journal Planned Saving?. 

The Equitable Life has had a top ten 
placing in such surveys every year since 
records began in 1974. 

In fact, no other company comes close, to 
The Equitable’s tally of 43 platings out of 
a possible 52 over that 22 year history. 
Scoring highly one year is laudable, but it 


is consistency of results year-in year-out 
that gives people the peace of mind they 
want. 

But remember, past performance does not 
guarantee future performance. 

HEADSTART 

One good reason why The Equitable has 
given its investors such great 
performance over the years is because 
their money gets a headstart. The 
Equitable has commendably low 
expenses and so our with-profits pension 
plans have the lowest charges on the 
market. Source: Money Management, 
October 1996. That means that more 
money is invested on your behalf. 

Indeed, The Equitable received a Five 
Star rating for its personal pension plans 
in a recent survey by Money Management 
magazine. So, if you want to feel 
confident in your choice of pension plan, 
ask for more information today by cal l ing 
(0990) 38 48 58, or by completing the 
coupon below. 


With The Equitable Life great value 
leads to great pensions. 

„ www.equitable.co.uk 
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1 an an npp la y ce rtot in a comp m y p en s io n scheme Q 

NAME I Mi/MnAGn) _ 

ADDRESS_ 


RMKode. 


Tel; (Office) 


Teh Oiomel. 


We guarantee that do ramp a iq i omtide Ttie Equitable and its 
nbekEaries will receive these drunk. It however, you would 
prefer to leeehe no Amber information fam ns, pleace tick 
durbar □ 


The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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G avin Liunsden looks at the prospects for the Japanese stock maAet 

Downhearted in land 


fa 



If someone had told 


you that a tracker PEP 
would have grown by 16.5% 
tax frees in only 
II months, would you have 
invested in one? 


If the answer is yes then you could still share in the fortunes of 100 of the UK's 
largest companies with a Direct Line Tracker PEP. 

• Make lump sum and/or monthly investments. 

• No initial charges. No bid/offer spread. 

• Only 1% annual fee. Exit foe of only 0.2% 

(to cover stamp duty). 

■ Top np your investment to your annual 
£6,000 limit at any time in the tax year. (| | |Mg 



• To find out more call us now. 


0181 253 7737 


0161 832 7737 


0141 889 7727 


LONDON I MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. 3TIK 
httpJ/www.directfine.co.uk A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 






WATCH 



I nvestors in Japan funds 
may well be feeling down¬ 
hearted as they scan per¬ 
formance rabies to see how 
their money is faring. 

Not one of the 85 unit trusts 
or 11 investment trusts listed 
by MicropaJ as investing sole¬ 
ly in Japan has returned a 
profit to investors over the past 
two .years. 

The reasons for tins compre¬ 
hensive failure are a Japanese 
economy firmly in the dol¬ 
drums and an exchange rate 
that has decimated the meagre 
returns for sterling investors. 
Since April, the yen has fallen 
in value from 130 to die pound 
to more than 200. 

While stock markets in the 
UK, the US and Europe have, 
all risen this year. Japan's has 
fallen 6 per rent, and there are 
few signs of .recovery. 

The centre of the gloom is 
Japan’s debt-ridden banking 
sector, which has been strug¬ 
gling for seven years to recover 
from its disastrous invest¬ 
ments in property in the Eight¬ 
ies. Last week . Nikkon Credit 
Bank was forced into the un¬ 
precedented step of holding a 
press conference to say that it 
was still liquid. At least three 
other lenders are in similar 
trouble: Banks, which make up 
a fifth of the Topix stock 
market index, have slid more 
than 10 per cent this year and 
are still overvalued. 

The rest of die market has 
been depressed by forecasts of 
eoononuc growth slowing to 
below 2 per cent this year, 
compared with 3.5 per cent last 
year. One reason for this is the 
Government’s decision to re¬ 
duce its 7 per cent budget defi¬ 
cit by cutting back on the huge 
public works programme with 
which it has sought to buoy the 
economy in die Nineties. 

To make matters worse, 
Japan, seems to be heading for 
its first consumer recession. 
Consumers are unhappy as 
the Government .has put up 
VAT and repealed tax breaks 
that it introduced only two 
years ago. Extremely low in¬ 
terest rates mean that savers 
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Tokyo's Chinatown residents shrug off investment worries 


are getting a raw deaL As a 
result manufacturers are find¬ 
ing it hard to sell their goods. 

The only bright spot has 
been that Japan’s exporters 
have profited from the depred¬ 
ating yen. which has made 
their products cheaper over¬ 
seas, particularly in the US. • 

Nevertheless, fund manag¬ 
ers are reducing their expo¬ 
sure to Japan. The influential 
MSCl World Index, which, 
fund managers use as a bench- 
mark for international funds, 
has reduced Japan's weighting 
from 25 per cent to 15 per cent 
in the past year alone. 

Some managers, such as GT 
Global, have stripped out. Ja¬ 
pan from their Far East funds, 
arguing that its senile econo¬ 
my is out of place among the 
go-go markets of Hong Kong, 
Malaysia and Indonesia. It is 


^ 3-mm 

k ’ 1 -• : v<*f. 1 



all very different from 15 years 
ago. when Japan was hailed as 
die economic miracle of the 
century. 

According to Norika Hama, 
of the Mitsubishi Reasearch 
Institute in London. Japan 
needs to undergo another 
metamorphosis to prosper in 
the next millennium. 

• Hama says: “The system 
that served Japan well for 50 
years has outlived its useful¬ 
ness. It needs deregulation to 
allow new players, small com¬ 
panies with new ideas and die 
regional economies to' come 
forward, litere has been' too 
much centralisation in Japan. 
Ryutaro Hashimoto, • the 
Prime Minister, has said he is : 
ready to go up in flames to dp 
something similar to Britain^ 
Big Bang, bur 1 doubt he can 
do it I think there will be a 
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■ succession of prime ministers 
and governments until any¬ 
thing is done. Until then, it is 
not a market you would touch 
with a barge pole." 

Rod Birkett of Flemings 
Investment Management, is 
less gloomy, but admits that 
the light at the end of the 
funnel is no more than a 
glimmer. He says: “The mir¬ 
ade of Japanese manufactur¬ 
ing has not gone away, it is 
just that these companies have 
not produced the earnings per 
share that UK and US com¬ 
panies have." 

That is because Japanese 
companies put shareholders’ 
interests after their relations 
with employees, banks and 
customers, although Birkett ft 
sees early signs that this is T 
changing. 

He says that a fairer way to 
value Japanese companies is 
on price to earnings. On this 
basis, global players such as 
Hitachi. NTT and NEC are 
half the price of their counter¬ 
parts in the UK and the US. 
Birkett believes that corporate 
cashflow will improve later in 
the economic cycle, boosted by 
die weak you But when will 
that good value result in 
higher equity returns for in¬ 
vestors? Mr Birkett is not sure, 
but believes Japan is still a 
good long-term bet "The best 
approach to investment is to 
buy atdie right time and sit on 
it for ten years. Japan is cheap, k 

and could get cheaper, but at w 1 
some point ii will become 
expensive” he says. 

Investors who are willing to 
take the plunge should go for 
managers who have good 
track- records * in picking 
stocks. • ■ 
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TAX-FREE 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy? 

than money. 
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POLICY? SEARCH but a better 
PRICE WITH PRICE SEARCH. 

One phone coll to SEP gets you a price check wflh the UK's top 
buyers. tps the easiest ond fastest way to te'sure' of 
getting qbdterjxicBfcryciur policy:. • • 

rtione our high speed, service now -to get ihot wocmmmwh 
extra cash. ▼ 
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FROM THE WOOLWICH. 


If you had been one of the 
many foresighted investors who 
put money into die Woolwich UK 
Stockmarket Fund PEP at launch 
in January 1991, you would now 
be looking at a return of 113%*. 
In other words, you would have more than doubled your 
money. What is more, every penny of profit would be 
totally tax-free. 

You can invest as little as £25 a month or a lump sum of 
anything from £500 up to £6,000. And you have the 
reassurance that your money is invested mainly in solid blue- 
chip British companies like Shell, Glaxo Wellcome and BT. 

The friendly advisers at any Woolwich branch will be 
happy to give you further details. Alternatively, send off the 
coupon today or call us free for an information pack 
on 0800 22 22 00 quoting reference TSF15/2. For your 
security, telephone conversations may be recorded. 
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HOW WILL YOU 
TRACK DOWN 

YOURJPJEP 

THIS 
YEAR? 



F or years PEPGUIDE has 
helped thousands and 
thousands of investors in 
their annual hunt for the 
right PEP. 

It cuts through all the 
conflicting claims of PEP 
providers and tells you 
exactly what you need to know to get on 
the track of your PEP amongst the 1,200 and more on offer 

THE NEW 1997 PEPGUI^lONty £&?§ 

T he 1997 PEPGUIDE analyses in depth rbe key features 
of every PEP on the market and keeps you completely up 
to date on aD the top performers. 

It costs only £12.95 including separate PEP Perfo rm ance 
Charts - published m January and July. 'What's more the foil 
cost will be refunded to you if you later take out a PEP 
through Chase de Vere. 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR PEPGUIDE rm\ 

0800 526 092 M 

FREEPHONE LINES OPEN 24 HOURS U K\ l l 


CHASE DEVERE 


Get much more with the 00 

WOOLWICH O 

biwnet add i w a: IwalreM raAd AtaAhwhidi 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT AND INCOME EARNED IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO DOWN 
AS WELL AS UP. PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO FUTURE PERFORMANCE. 
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ABOUT TO 
RETIRE? 

Will your pension 
offer you the 
flexibility you need? 

If you are about to draw your pension - STOP 
AND THINKJ New rules mean you can: 

■ Vary your pension each year. 

■ Keep control of your assets. You don't have 
to buy an annuity ifyou feel rates are poor. 

■ On your death, pass the fund to your 
dependants. Not the insurance company. 

■ Enjoy continued tax-free investment growth. 

If you have pension finds of £100.000 or more, and 
would like to know more about Flexible Pensions, C 
please telephone Martin Bray on: * 

0345 697951 

for our free GUIDE, or complete the coupon below I 
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Talk to Towry Law. 

TOWBT law pension services umteed 
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57 High Street, Windsor, Berkshire, SIA 1 IX 
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FORT IS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR CHALLENGES 

In 1989 Fortis didn't even exist Now it is one of die world's largest financial, service groups, die United States and Australia. Bat our ambitions do not end there. They extend much further, 

with operations throughout the whole field of banking; insurance and investments. That is why the Fortis companies are working to grow internally, enthusiastically drawing on each 


It is not simply the sum of many parts but a successful whole, combining 
strengths such, as know-how and resources. At the. same time each of the 
more than 100 Forth companies - including such familiar names as 
AG 1824, ASLK-CGER, AMEV and V5B - has the freedom to operate in 
its own market in its own way. 

This has created a climate where different national and business 
cultures are seen not as obstacles but as advantages. At the same time it 
allows individual Fords, companies to build upon already strong positions. 


• OPERATING ACROSS WESTERN EUROPE. 

I 

1 THE USA AND AUSTRALIA. 

• TOTAL ASSETS AT THE IND OF IMS: 
ECU 136 BILLION. • 

• A WELL-FOCUSED GROWTH STRATEGY". 
BOTH WITHIN THE GROUP COMPANIES 

AND THROUGH ACQUISITIONS. 
■FINANCIAL OBJECTIVES: 
RETURN ON SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY OF 


AT LEAST 12*; 


ANNUAL GROWTH OF EARNINGS. 

- PER SHARE: 7-12*. 

•A GOOD TRACK RECORD IN MEETING 
FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC. OBJECTIVES. 


THE CQMEINEP STRENGTHS Of FORTIS 


other's knowledge and experience. 

It is also our policy to pursue possible acquisitions. Fortis is strong 
enough financially to make the most of every opportunity provided such 
acquisitions will soon be contributing to profits. 

This focused growth policy is designed to ensure that Fortis maintains 
its impressive record of profitability and growth. It should make it possible 
to continue achieving targets such as a 12 % minimum yield, even in the 
future. Over30,000 employees around the world are ready for the challenge. 


'This has been the Fortis strategy up to now. And given its success, we believe it makes sense For more information please call: 31 (0) 30 257 6549 (NL), 
to continue this strategy. Today Fortis markets a wide range of products in western Europe, 32 (0) 2 220 9349 (B). Internet: http://www.fortis.coin 
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Asia currently offers some of the most attractive growth 
opportunities to be found anywhere. Sanwa, who have a long 
standing presence at the heart of the Asian markets, are perfectly 
placed to capture the potential. 

The Sanwa Asian Growth Unit Trust has returned 161.04% 
since launch, outperforming the Micro pal Unit Trust Far East ex 
lapan Index". With the Hang Seng index looking strong and 
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show ing potential for significant growth in the next year, we believe 
that anyone looking for capital appreciation should catch our 
Asian Growth Unit Trust now. In addition, the Sanwa Bank Group 
is one of the world's largest banks, with assets in excess of £370 
billion and a presence in every major financial centre worldwide. To 
hear more about the Sanwa Asian Growth Unit Trust, speak to your 
financial adviser or call us on the number below. 


Send co Saowa Intertuaorul pic Qty Place Moose, PO Box 245,55 Bssinglul] Street. London EC2V 5Di 
Flease setd me deoils of your nmgt ^ unit trusts. 


Call 

0171 - 
330 0584 

[ tor more detail*- 
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Sanwa! 


Like a 

Deposit Account 

the Barclays Income PEP provides a regular income. 

But unlike most instant access deposit accounts, it could provide around 








TAX-FREE. 


7 If it’s a high and regular income you’re after, we chink you 
might be more than interested in our Income PEP. 

You can invesr up ro £9.000. Whar do you gee in return? Our 
investment aim « to provide you with an annual tax-free income 
which aims to exceed 7 Si u considerably higher return than you'd 
make from the average savings account with a £6.000 balance). And 
we pay your income straight to you as soon as wc receive it. 
Completely free of tax. 

To make things easier, Barclays Stockbrokers make the 
investment selections on your behalf. 

If you want ro know more, just pick up the phone. There's more 


than one way co meet your income needs. 

PepDeal 0345 777 400 * 

The less taxing way to invest 

*8JQam-6pm Mondxv to Fn&tv. 

Cloving; dale for 1*W»V tax yew u Ik April ;yti~ 
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Caroline Merrell considers the merits of investing m iNasttegl 

Think before you buy 
a piece of America 

A- _ »• ■ i .m/I onvnriw 


T he smiling Face of* Bill 
Gates advertising die 
advantages of investing 
or being quoted on Nasdaq, a 
US stock market, in a current 
television campaign, could lead 
to many private investors 
imagining that they too will 
rack up wealth -akin to thaz of 
the Microsoft chairman. His 
stake in the company he found¬ 
ed is reputed to earn him $15 
million a day — adding to his 
personal wraith, which is re¬ 
puted to be in the region of $20 
billion. However, private inves¬ 
tors should be careful before 
they decide to take the plunge 
cm Nasdaq-quoted companies. 

This market, which some 
claim is simQer to die UK's 
Alternative investment Mar¬ 
ket, should be treated with 
caution. Forty-five per cent of 
the companies that trade on 
Nasdaq are technology-based. 
The high-risk nature of technol¬ 
ogy shares was graphically 
illustrated this week in the UK 
by Virtuality, the virtual reality 
firm. The company was de¬ 
clared insolvent, owing credi¬ 
tors more than £7 million. Four 
years ago it floated with a 170p 
share price. Its shares were 
suspended at 6S.5p. 

Nasdaq lists more than fkSOO 
companies, with a total market 
capitalisation of E1.000 billion. 
The average market capitalisa¬ 
tion of a Nasdaq company & 
about £180 million. This aver¬ 
age can be compared with, for 
example, the market capital¬ 
isation of Psion, the UK-based 
personal organiser maker. Its 
market cap is about £300 
million. It can also be com¬ 
pared with the average market 
cap of an ATM-listed company, 
which is £35 million. 

The returns on Nasdaq, how¬ 
ever. have been good. The 
Nasdaq composite index rose 
22 per cent last year, which 
compares with a rise of 15 per 
oent in the UK market In 1995 
the Nasdaq index rose 45 per 
cenL 

Last year 655 new public 
offerings were made through 
this market while net new 
companies Joining the market 
totalled 434. 

Advertisements for Nasdaq 
give a Web site address on the 
Internet This will give inves¬ 
tors details about the share 
price movements of particular 
stocks, and has- a list of 50 
suggested portfolios. 

However, buying and selling 
shares through Nasdaq can be 
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BUI Gates and Microsoft are helping to advertise Nasdaq 


a tricky process for those in the 
LHC Tim Cocfceriii, investment 
manager at Whhediurch Secu¬ 
rities, said: “There are a num¬ 
ber of problems for anyone 
trying to buy US stocks direct¬ 
ly. You will have to find a 
broker that can deal on your 
behalf. It can be an expensive 
exercise. You are also subject to 
the dangers of currency expo¬ 
sure." 

The recent strength of ster¬ 
ling against the dollar has also 
been detrimental for US-based 
investments. 

“Nasdaq companies tend to 
be high technology companies, 
which are very difficult to un¬ 
derstand and price at the best 
of times. It is difficult in the UK 
to get good information on 
these types of companies." 

He advised UK investors 
who were interested in buying 


in to the US market to choose a 
collective investment scheme 
such as an investment trust or a 
unit trust He recommended 
trusts run by Henderson and 
Prolific. For example. Hender¬ 
son has three trusts investing 
in North America. One of 
them, foe American smaller 
companies trust has risen 155 
per cent over the past .five 
years, while Prolific's trust has 
risen 123 percent over the same 
period, according to figures 
from HSW, the statistics firm ; 
. Matthew On-, director of 
Kfihk & Co, -the stockbroker, 
said: “I do not think that direct 
equity holdings in US stocks 
are appropriate for everyone. If 
you want to buy shares directly 
in the US market, then you 
have to get hold of a US broker 
and get a quote for the pace of 
the stock." He also said .it was 


complicated and expensive to 
do a transaction 
foreign exchange. KfllDCs mini¬ 
mum charge for bum or 
selling US shares is £75- Mr 
Orr said that in the US ff was 
far easier for those with only 
small amounts of money to 
deal cost-effectively. “There are 
a huge number of discount 
houses, which makes jhe mar¬ 
ket more competitive." 

He pointed out that there 
was a totally different invest¬ 
ment culture in the US. 
Changes introduced after the 
Second World War and a 
campaign run by the stock 
exchange to encourage US 
citizens to buy a "piece of 
America" means that today 
many more Americans have 
portfolios of stock, compared 
with UK investors. 

M r Orr said: “Most 
people in the UK 
believe that you have 
to have a lot of money before 
you can afford the services of a 
stockbroker." 

He also believes that those 
who are interested in the US 
market should consider invest¬ 
ment through a unit trust or an 
investment trust. 

There about 120 US-invested 
unit trusts available on the 

market Over one year, the 
average US-invested unit trust 
rose 10 per cent Unfortunately, 
a lot of the rise in the US 
market was wiped out by the 
strength of sterling against the 
dollar. Top performing funds 
included three run by Old 
Mutual, Hill Samuel, HSBC, 
andlnvesco. 

Over five years, the average 
US unit trust produced a return 
of 118 per cent The best 
performing funds included 
those run by Sduroders. Perpet¬ 
ual, Govett, Gartmore and 
. Edinburgh Fund Managers. 
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Legal & General 
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Average UK Income & Growth Trust — 


13 . 47 % 


A ehnee ,, tAc UMC / Keinwort Benson i.opg 21. 27% 

will show that - since I Average UK Income & Growth Trust — 13.4 

its launch one year ago *• - ' - 

- the Index-Tracking PEP from Legal & General has proved that it offers PEP 
in\’cstors unbeatable value for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. This Index reflects the performance of the entire 
stockmarket. so it removes the risk of being over-exposed co shares which under¬ 
perform and lessen your return. 

rrx~/n' fa hct.J6.000 inwsted in the Legal & Genoa/ Index-Tracking 
PEP *** - vcar would non ’ worth £7.344“ compared to just 
' &F ^ 6 ' 80S *** *** average UK Income & Growth Trust. And there's 

' sbU bme to invest this financial year. 

■ *y7 Unbeatable costs— 

' Ar iusr P a - y°u won t End a cheaper Index-Tracking PEP 

anywhere else. And there are still no initial charges or withdrawal 
fees ro pay. 


To find out more about the mm 

' '•* ladex -tracUng PEP 
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in the South 



10 MILLION 1NVFSTORS TRUST FIDELITY 




But Caroline Mt 
evidence of a reti 

K enneth- Clarke this 
week declined to raise 
the base rale, anxious 
not to increase mortgage rales 
“fore the general election 
The Chancellor was 


reports little 


of England. Howard Davies, 
its Deputy Governor, said that 
. fo® properly market was be^ 

■ ginning to overheat — a view 
shared by the professionals. 

Despite figures from the 
Halifax Balding Society 
showing a slowdown In the 
rate of price rises in January, 
estate agents in London and 
' the South East are telling 
purchasers that a degree of 
speculation is entering in to 
the market, reminiscent of die 
boom-bust cycle of the late 
Eighties. 

Many agents are reporting 
a shortage of supply of proper¬ 
ty, particularly in fashionable 
areas. 

The increase in activity is 
pushing up prices of property 
' sharply, particularly in Lon¬ 
don. Estate agents say many 
properties are now going for 
the asking price. Purchasers 
can no longer afford to negoti¬ 
ate. as they risk losing die 
choicest properties to a higher 
bidder. 

Estate agents are advising 
customers to be patient They 
claim that more properties will 
ccsne on to the market later in 

■ the year. 

Elsewhere, agents are re¬ 
porting patchy recovery. All 
say there is same pick-up in 
/ activity, and supply is -not 
- quite as limited as in louden 
,1 and its snxrotopfing'"areas. 


tome believe that the general 
station, expected in May, is 
tonndto act as a dampener on 
h&ttitoketreccrrery. . 

'fo, Lobdfio, some of the 
pfeulafioQ fa bang driven by 
baneigQ investors buying fin: 
rrvestment 

Nigel Butcher, ai) agent 
vith Bladtv Horse agencies, 
rased jp^Cfaksea, said: “We 
rave American, Arab and 
'aponesc investors buying up 
jfoperties fbrumstaenl The 



t 1 T> L I T T V M O N E Y B U I I. I) E R PEP R A N GkvE 


Yes, we've award-winning performance. Yes, we've ihe best value PEP 
range on the market. Yes. we've a wide choice for all your investment needs. 

Add free switching* and flexibility, and how can you say no? Phone now 
for details or contact your EFA. 










0800414171 

c?)i free 9am to 6pm. 7 days. bapr/Twww.Sd-inri.oonv'uk 


Fidelity 

Investments 
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Scottish property is in better shape than its depiction in Lowry's The Old House, Wick 
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hey can get high returns from 

xmndmayenjp^^-mgfoen- 
hg even further after tbe 
dection, which will add to this 
rend. 

“What is happening fa dial 
is soon as we have a new 
uoperty OBL: before the details 
lave been {Hinted up, we wiQ 
lave had two or three offers at 
it near the asking price. We 
hen get into a bidding situa- 
iotL" 

Mr Butdier said many of 
hose buying property in the 
area were buyers who had 
rented for a long time He 
aid: “We have couples buying 
Oats for £300,000. They may 
be putting down £125.000 or so 
af that'* He added that big 
City bonuses were behind 
seme of the speculation. 

Estate agents on the out¬ 
skirts of London are experieno- 
ng similar problems. 

Andrew Woodcraft, an 
igent with Woolwich Property 
Services, based in Woking. 
Surrey, said: The market is 
xckmg up. I do not think there 
s a panic situation. A lot of 


people are buying, there are 
fewer selling. There is a real 
sho rtage of three, four and 
five-bedroom houses. People 
are much more positive.” 

In other parts of the country, 
die recovery is much slower. 
Stephen Lofthouse, an agent 
in Metcalfe, Torquay, said: 
The months before Christ¬ 
mas were excellent and this 
has earned through to the new 
year. However, we are not 
seeing apy price increases and 
we do not have a shortage of 
property. What we are seeing 
is the discounts narrowing 
Vendors are now only willing 
to take a thousand pounds or 
so off foe asking price." 


M r ‘Lofthouse said 
that there was stifi.a 
problem with nega¬ 
tive equity in the area. “At the 
height of the boom, one- 
bedroom fiats woe selling for 
around £45£00. These will 
now sell for around £21X000. 
Many first-time buyers are 
simply missing out this stage 
and are going for more expen¬ 
sive property." 

Steven Beilin, an agent with 
BE Property Services, Liver¬ 
pool is also not as upbeat as 
agents in foe South, He fatid: 
“Seffing was good up until 
Christmas. We were expecting 
a rush after that — but it has 
not happened. 1 think there is 


some concern about foe elec¬ 
tion. Tbe market is also very 
hot-spettish. There is a short¬ 
age of supply of good proper¬ 
ties. However, foe vendors’ 
position has been strmgth- 
ehed. A p roperty an the mar¬ 
ket for £38X00will now go for 

around £36^00. Previously, it 
would have gone for £34.000." 

North of foe border, where 
prospective purchasers have 
to submit blind bids when 
they buy p ro perty, is also 
experiencing something of a 
boom.' 

/ Fiona Cunmgham, a part¬ 
ner with Duncan Hamilton in 
Edinburgh, said: “We have 
been incredibly busy. Usually 
the property market is veiy 
quiet in January. We expect 
this to continue into the 
spring. Normally you would 
expect cate or two offers but we 
are getting six at foe moment 
Some wifi be way above the 
valuation. A p rop er ty that 
would have sold Cor £122.000 
at the end of last year will now 
go for. £135,000.” 

Steve BdL chief economist 
with Morgan Grenfell, be¬ 
lieves foe house price recovery 
will continue, but there will be 
no return to the excesses of the 
Eighties. He said: There has 
beat a real increase in wages, 
which is hdpiiig house price 
movements. We expect tins to 
continue.” 


House agents look sharp 


T here is something abort 
buying and selling a 
house that brin^ oat 
foe worst in people; whether it 
is gazumping or unscrewing 
the light fittings before you 
leave. Irafatf brings uerthe 


bousesin 
Various 
hare jape 
been fcw 


bet with a yfeW to. poaching 
their bdont 
has is foe a flc og I tot gof. 
pressure on buyers tfr’sett 
their homes through foe same 1 
agent. . • * 

It goes like tins. Yoo see the 


Martin Waller shows how estate 
agents can bend Ihe sellingrules 


Abuse ! i*ni want, but you 

■ going to be 
Initial buyers 
You arrange. 
erty;-and the 
rt your own., 
you hare am 
ady?Areyou 
itf ;• ;\ t - 

-demonstrate 
s by patting 
in fhe ; hands 

i are thinking 

<ttgh. In ti» 
teatocal East 
e house pur- 
dnse ' . you've got . here. 
Wouldn’t want anything to 
Happen to ik Would we? 


The UK’s Ufgest buyer pays cop prices for polities. 

Call SEC now for prompt sneadu^, quick service ami , 
more uioeey of coarse. Year policy nut be at least • ' 
years old and satisfy oar setBCtfM^rUerfeu 
FAX: 018! 2074#** 

AP SE CUWT ng ) tW PO WMPif cONTKACTS PIC 

MM SSCH^e-WnMcWdSc.Bcr rfai nwoo ^H s re WpeUtX 


SEC 


- The advantage to the agent 
is two dollops of jam. two sets 
of fees — and an easy ride, 
-possibly even with the same 
office handling both transac¬ 
tions, ff foe. properties 'are 
sited closely. The disadvan¬ 
tage fa tint it fa illegal,- 
co nt ra v e nin g the 1979 Esta t e 
Agents Act and also contrary 
to all codes of practice. . • 

As bad fa a promise to 
favour existing cherts of the 
agent, giving them first sight 
of apy properties. Look at fids 
extract from a round-rohm 
letter posted to a household In • 
southwest London recently: 
“If you own a property to sdl 
in SWI9 or SW7G, we promise 
to show you all foe new 
properties that come to the 
market first; within 24 hours. 
All we want you to do is grant - 
ns an audience with you at 
your home so we can give yon 
a valuation and tell you more 
about our service.” 

. The implication is dear. 
This is not illegal—not quite. 
The agent will give you first 
call on all new homes on its 
books if you allow them to get 
a foot in your door. 

To refuse to pass on offers 
to your clients because the 
buyers will not sign up with 


you would be illegal, under 
the 1979 Estate Agents AcL 
Nonetheless, it happens. 

The above example was 
viewed by the Royal Institu¬ 
tion of Chartered Surveyors 
as “highly dubious”. Hugh 
Donsmore-Hardy, chief exec¬ 
utive of the National Associ¬ 
ation of Estate Agents, 
thought it was “sailing dose to 
foe wind”. It dearly breaches 
his association's code of prac¬ 
tice; which forbids “giving 
details of properties first to 
those who have indicated they 
are prepared to let you pro¬ 
vide services to them". 

The people losing out are 
that agency’s existing clients. 
They are paying for the quick¬ 
est and easiest sale to foe 
highest buyer—not to buyers 
p re p ar ed to discuss their orwn 
house sales with the agent 
The conflict fa dear. The ideal 
purchaser might be someone 
with cash, or a first-time 
buyer. Neither would get 
priority. 

Estate agents have experi¬ 
enced some lean years,.and 
they dearly intend to make 
foe best of any boom. But Mr 
Dunsmore- Hardy admits: “It 
is indicative of a market that, 
bluntly, is short of properties 
at foe moment that there is 
some evidence of agents 
stooping to unethical prac¬ 
tices in terms of bow they 
attempt to obtain 
instructions." 
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"Except for the screed between buying and selling price (0.5%). All figures are based on buying to selling price with gross income reinvested to 1.1.97. Rve year performance 
to 1.1.97 b 184% (Source: MJcropa/J. He value of tmtotmems, end any income from 1 ban. can fee as w»U as rise and you may not get back the amutt invested. 
Exchange rates rosy tiso affect performanca Past performance b not a guide to future returns. On 24.5.96 the investment objective of the fund (formerly known as ScatUts) 
was broadened from Investment in financial services to Investment hi any economic sector Tax concessions can change and their reiue wffl depend on your circumstances. 
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Foregn & Colonial invented 
the investment trust in 1868 
“to gjre the investor of moderate 
means file same advantages as the 


iaige rapfoiisr, 

1868. 

A vintage year for PEPs. 


m 


Since 1868, Foreign & Colonial has been successfully 
investing in home and overseas markets. Today, our PEP 
delivers the benefits of that expertise tax-free through a 
wide choice of our UK and international investment trusts. 
The low, flat annual fee structure becomes even better 
value the more you invest and the more of our PHPs you 
have. Since no expert can predict good or bad years, why 
not consider a house that has a proven history of 
providing long-term growth? For a taste of the Foreign & 
Colonial approach to your next PEP, request our brochure 
for more information. 

Phone 01734 828 801 or Fax 01734 344 622 

any time quoting the coupon code, or return the coupon. 


2IHS 



To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 2. Twyford, 
Berkshire RG10 9NW 


Address 


Postcode 


Code E15297T 


PEP* were first introduced In the Finance Aaofl986. The value of shares and the income from them can fall as well as rise and you may not get back ihe 
full amount invested. Past performance & no guide to the future. Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd (regulated by IMRO and the Personal In v es t m e n t 
Authority) is the PEP manager and Foreign X Colonial Management Ltd or its subsldbrfes are the Managers of the investment truss. Annul fees are 
deducted from income where available otherwise shares in the Plan may be sold to cover fees. Fees may be adjusted annually in line with the tteail Price 
Index. Tax b e n e fits may vary as a result of statutory changes and their value will depend on individual tiicumsunces. 


.«* ••rj > X «*-*. ■.<**••* **a.. X tw %■" Xfv** X.Cv-e-'JV-1 *_*«***." 

THE VALUE BOND PEP 


Bond PEPs. 




The wise choice 

'97. 


If your current PEP portfolio is predominantly equity-based, you should consider a 
corporate bond PEP this year. Offering a higher level of income at a lower level of risk 
than a typical equity PEP, a corporate bond PEP can provide an important element 
of diversification to your PEP portfolio. 

The Guinness Right Value Bond PEP is the best value corporate bond PEP available. 
With a ‘AA’ credit rating*, a current yield of 6.91% p-a-t, no initial charge, no 
withdrawal charges and an annual management fee of only 0.65% pA, ft’s the wise 
PEP choice for 1997. 

GUINNESS FLIGHT 


INTELLIGENT INVESTMENT 


Call 0345 564 564 today 10am - 4pm 


or fte coupon jnd nturn » TR^OST GUmSSS HJQHT awv a-farter JdA«n AM iwadHi). W 0345 SG4 S«<. 

Ftoc 01 ft -S22 3001 . Ham mm* am dctaOs at Urn Vatua Bond P& pfas the Aw AUTF Oimfo a» Bond Amf PB*. 

Surname 



•Awarded by 1BCA, ttra leading European credit rating agency ^E stimated cunwtt redemption yield as at 12^87. Estimated 
current tunning yield: 7.34%. The value of this investment and the income flora it may 1al as wefl as rise and Is not 
guaranteed. Abo, deduction of charges end expenses means you may not get back Ihe amount you kiwestad. fax benefits 
detailed are those currently applicable and wB vary from one investor to anther aid may change in the future. For 
your protection, (otophone cab may be recorded. Issued by Guinness Ffigtt Fund Manage* Limited, regitted by IMHO: 
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Analysts back ‘innovative technique’, says Marianne Curphgy 




in bidding 
war for 
Scot Am 




mm 


P rudential has emerged 
as the front-runner in 
ihe bidding war for Scot¬ 
tish Amicable, the mutual life 
insurer. City analysts have 
been tipping Prudential as the 
favourite because of the 
strength of its own life com¬ 
pany and die financial security 
it offers. 

Meanwhile, Prudential, Ab¬ 
bey National and Australia 
Mutual Provident (AMP) have 
signed confidentiality clauses 
allowing them.access to Scot¬ 
tish Amicable’s sensitive fi¬ 
nancial information. 

All companies which sign 
such agreements will be forbid¬ 
den from using the information 
to make a hostile bid in the 
future. Drawing up legal con¬ 
tracts has taken about a week. 
Other potential bidders include 
Fords, Aegon, ING Barings. GE 
Capital and BAT Industries, 
which owns Eagle Star. 

However, despite the high 
level of interest which Scottish 
Amicable has excited, policy- 
holders of the mutual will only 
be given a synopsis of the bids 
made. The Scottish Amicable 
board will choose the offer it 
believes is the best and make a 
recommendation that polity- 
holders accept it Scam, die 
action group led by Stephen 
Ross of Northways Insurance, 
a London firm of brokers, 
believes policyholders should 
be made aware of all bids and 


is demanding an independent 
review tbfun the bidding war. 
Insurance analysts believe tile 
bidding war has been effect¬ 
ively win try Prudential and 
that potential suitors will now 
turn, their attention to other 
attractive mutuals, including 
Friends Provident, NPI and 
Scottish Widows. 

Prudential has a £1.9 billion 
bid on the table, compared 
with Abbey National’s £1.4 
billion bid. Abbey has pledged 
to increase the offer and 
incorporate aspects of the 
Prudential’s offer. 

However, Nick. Bunker, in¬ 
surance analyst with James 
CapeL believes that the Pru¬ 
dential has the best-construct¬ 
ed bid because it would use the 
financial dout of its own. giant 
life fund to make a £1.1 btOion 
loan to Scottish Amicable. 
Prudential is also offering 
£400 million in bonuses, 
which will be paid for from 
free assets in Scottish 
Amicable’s fife fund. The £400 
million cash or shares will 
come from the £250 million of 
shareholders’ funds and from 
£150 million worth of cost 
savings from combining Ihe 
operations of the two insurers. 

The Abbey’s initial bid of?. 
fers about £I billion for the 
profits from future business 
written by Scottish Amicable 
(known as embedded value) 
and £400 million in Abbey 


Stephen Ross is “very un 

cash or shares. 

Scottish Amicable now ad¬ 
mits that its own'offer — £75 
million worth of bonuses it 
Originally offered, plus further 
bonuses in three to five years 
— wifi probably not be indudr 
ed in the recommendation. 
Some aspects of this offer, 
'.including an incentive scheme 
that could have awarded the 
Scottish Amicable directors up 
to El million each,angerec 
policyholders. 

Mr Bunker said Prudential 
appeared to be the front-runner 
because h had enough financial 
strength to make a loan to 
Scottish Amicable's life fond 


ippy" with secret bid talks 

and offer cash to policyholders 
without straining its own re¬ 
serves. He believes the offer 
will be successful because of 
Prudential’s “innovative tech¬ 
nique'’ of distributing the free 
assets in the Scottish Amicable 
life fund to policyholders, and 
the management strength it 
can offer. 

“AMP is not in the same 
league as the Prudential," he 
said. “It is a mutual and not 
the powerful quoted company 
with the reputation in the City 
that Prudential has." He be¬ 
lieves that BAT does nor have 
a big enough life company to 
compete with Prudential- 


Birmingham Mids hi res to charge 


THE END of free hanking has come a 
step nearer after Birmingham Mid¬ 
shires, the building society regarded 
widely as one of the most likely Id convert 
to a bank, announced plans to introduce 
fees on two of its instant access accounts 
(Marianne Curphey writes). 

The fees, bring introduced from 
March31.1997, wfi! affect only customers 
with balances of less than £500 in the 
society's Quantum and First Class (post¬ 
al) Instant Access Accounts. 

For customers with between £100 and 
£499 in their accounts, .there will be six 
free withdrawals per quarter. 


After that there will be a £1 withdrawal 
fee. Customers with a balance of under 
£100 will pay a fee of £1 per withdrawal 
and a £3 annual fee. 

Birmingham Midshires is the fifth 
society to introduce fees on some of its 
savings accounts. Alliance & Leicester, 
Britannia, Bristol & West and Coventry 
already operate transaction fees. A num¬ 
ber of banks; including Bardays and 
NatWest have introduced paid-for ac¬ 
counts with perks and free products. 

•• Some industry observers have suggest- 
ed that, in timet all banks and budding 
societies wOJ discriminate against cus¬ 


tomers i vith low balances who do not buy 
any olti :r products; such as insurance or 
a mortgage; from them. Birmingham 
Midshires customers will not have to pay 
fees if they have a mortgage, pensions or 
insurance policy with the society, or any 
other a* oount with a balance of £500 and 
above, j deluding offshore accounts. 

Ian K err. head of retail services, said: 
“We ha 'e to question whether there Is a 
long-ter n future for free banking and we 
need to take action now to ... avoid 
attractir g more high-transacting custom¬ 
ers. trying to .avpjd .the charges imposed 
by our competitors.” ... 
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“The FT-SE Index has grown 67 %* + 
In the past five years to December 

'< 

1996 - has your inveAtrne.nt/' 






67% growth 

This is how much the FT-SE 100 Share Indew has grown n the five years to 
December 1996. So a PEP which tracks the index can offer a worthwhie 
option to medium and long term investors looking tor a tax free retum;- 

The Guardian Direct Top 100 tracker PEP 

Lower charges 

The annual fund management charge is ordy 1% of the value of your 
investment No opening charge, no exit charge and no commission charges. 

Easy to arrange 

Start a PEP wth just £30 a month and invest up to £6,000 tax free each 
year. Invest the easy way ■ wet send you aB the dtiais- 

mth the OK* Top 100 companies 

The FT-SE 100 Share Index means the largest UK companies quoted on the 
Stock Exchange • which includes many household names that you w* 
recognise. 

Oonl lose your tax free aWowance 

B you’ve not taken a PEP this tax year act now-after 5 April you! have lost 
your 1996/97 tax free aflowance. Regular savings appfcabon - minimum 
£30 a month - must be received by 28 February, lump son appBcations - 
mmimum £1,000 - by 3 April. 

* Source: Mcropal ‘ 

* Past p er fo r ma n ce is not ne cew a r fr a guide to the~tohie. The value of 

investment aid the income from them can go down as wel as ip- 





PEF' up your savings 

call Tree for an application 
form and information pack 
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O ne million Britannia 
Building Society 
members will find out 
how much mutuality is worth 
when they receive their first 

loyally bonus later this month. 

Fbr most, the initial answer 
is not a lot Britannia is 
drying up E3S million, 
abound a third of last year's 
profits, giving an average 
payment of £35, which is 
subject to tax 

The bonus payments go to 
savers and borrowers who 
were members throughout 
1996. This excludes around 
300,000 deposit account hold¬ 
ers and a further 300,000 
opportunistic ‘‘‘carpetbaggers’’ 
who leapt in after the first 
demutualisations were an¬ 
nounced last spring. 

How much members get 
depends on how many points, 
worth 22p, they have accrued. 
Savings up to £20000 get one 
point for every £100 whereas 
mortgage payments up to £500 - 
per month get one point per £1. 
Britannia rewards long-term 
members, multiplying their 
number of points by 1.5 if they 
have been with die society for 
over five years and doubling 
them over ten years. 

A total of 780,000 members 
will get less than £50 as a 
result and another 217.000 up 
to £100. Two-year members 
with £2500 in an instant 
access account will get a 
miserly ESS), enough for two 
pints of lager and no crisps. 

Only 43,000 people, around 
3 per cent of members, get 
more than £100. To get this a 
recent member must have a 
£420 monthly mortgage, 
£5,000 in a high interest 
account and a life assurance 
policy with Britannia. 

Britannia is the only society 
rewarding its members with a 
pseudo dividend, which it 
claims wflE-match what the 
Woolwich. Halifax and North¬ 


ern Rock will be able to pay 
but when they convert. The ', 
society is not paying thou- 
^sands of pounds of free shares 

.either, bit then as a commit¬ 
ted defender of die mutual 
faith , it is. not trying to buy the 
business off its members. 

Other societies resisting the 
conversion tide, notably, Na¬ 
tionwide Bradford & Bingley* 
Coventry and Yorkshire, have 
opted for members' benefit 
sdiemesi reserving between a 
third and a half of annual 
profits to improving their sav¬ 
ings and mortgage rates. 

Nationwide committed itsdf 
to passing on £200 million of 
'benefits to its seven million 
borrowers and savers last 
year. Bradford & Bingley set 
aside £50 million for rate 
improvements and is offering 
1-21 per cent discounts mi its 
6.99 per cent base rate for up 
to five years. However, bor¬ 
rowers have to take out insur¬ 
ance products with B&B to get 
the best discounts. 

Coventry Building Society 
has distributed £20 million of. 
profits through schemes such 
as the Privilege mortgage rate 
for borrowers who have been, 
with die society for five years! 


The rate is currently 65 per 
cent, compared with the 725 
per cent standard variable 
. rate. Coventry says this Ins 
saved borrowers £229 in 1996. 

Yorkshire reckons ft will 
have given back around £40 
million in imprpved rates in 
the past 12 months, the equiva¬ 
lent to half of annual' profits. 
Its. standard variable mort¬ 
gage rate is 6.94 per cent for all 
its 160.000 borrowers and 
interest on its instant access 
account starts at 21 per cent 

S ome societies have not 
launched schemes but 
have nonetheless been 
forced to reduce margins to 
remain competitive. Portman, 
for instance, says it is still 
committed to smaller savers 
and pays 4.6 per cent on its 
instant access account. - 
.Rob Thomas, building soci¬ 
eties analyst at UBS, says: 
"Britannia's loyalty bonus is a 
more 'complex scheme than a 
commitment to better rates, 
but is a more high profile way 
of demonstrating to members 
the benefits of mutuality. Bri¬ 
tannia members will dearly 
see that they have been given a 
chunk of the society's profits." 



Rich pickings as the dwindling number of mutual societies offer a host of perks and favourable rates to stay in the race to keep members 


KICK START YOUR 
PRUDENCE BOND 


■!££?} -1* -cl 


GOOD performance com¬ 
bined with members seeking 
to boost loyalty bonus points 
doubled sales of Britannia 
Fund Managers’ Peps and 
unit trusts to £110 million last 
year. 

Britannia’s seven Pcpable 
unit trusts cany 50 points each 
in the loyalty bonus scheme. 
But unlike Britannia’s mort¬ 
gages and savings products, 
they do not confer member¬ 
ship of the society. 

But don't be deterred if you 
are not a member. Four of the 
- Britannia funds have outper¬ 
formed their markets over five 
years. The Smaller Companies 
unit trust has been particularly 
impressive, returning £284 on 
a £100 investment, with good 
consistent performance. High¬ 
er Yield. Balanced Growth and 
Managed Portfolio, its fund of 
funds unit trust, have also 
been winners. 

But Britannia’s charges are 
be ginning to look pricey com¬ 
pared with its rivals, with a 55 
percent initial and 15 per cent 
annual management fee. 


WITH A 


With savings rates at a 143 year low and 
the UK Stockmarket at an all-time high, 
why not consider an investment in the 
Prudential With Profits Bond, 

Without question, Prudence Bond is the 
most successful with profits bond with 
over £4 billion invested to date into the 
UK’s largest with profits fund. 






Current Overall 
Yield 

8.25 % fi 

For New Business 



Competitive despite bonus 


S o is it a simple choice 
betweea cash in hand 
or better rates? Not yet 
Comparing Britannia with 
the societies offering benefit 
schemes and Abbey Nat¬ 
ional. which has converted, 
with the Halifax, which is 
about to, it is dear that the 
bonus giver is still holding its 
head up. While its rates are 
not always the best, so for it 
has remained competitive. 

According to figures from 
Mcmeyfacts, Britannia offers 
0.1 per bent to 335 per cent on 
instant access accounts, for 
better'than Abbey and Hafi- 
foxand matching most ac¬ 
counts from the other 


benefits givers. However, for 
deposits over £25,000. Na¬ 
tionwide’s CashBuilder of¬ 
fers 4.1 per cent and 
Bradford & Bingley*s direct 
premium account 55 per 
cent On postal accounts the 
society is middle of die road 
with rates from 4.85 per cent 
to 5.6. per cent 
On notice products, races 
on Britannia’s high interest 
and bonus builder 60-day 
accounts start at 35 per cent 
and 355 per cent, higher' 
than Abbey, Bradford & 
•Bingley; Halifax and York¬ 
shire. but lower •" than 
Nationwide. 

‘ On mortgages, Britannia’s 


SFRIOl S 
PENSIONS 
NEOUM V! ION 


www.eqmfablexp.nk 


bStffcMlIV 
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CASHING IN YOUR 
ENDOWMENT ? 


IT'S EASY TO GET MORE 

We regiiarty pay up to 30% MORE* than the surrender value 
’ for with profits endowment and whole life pofidas. 

_ Life Company Ottered £16^311 | ''ttE^KSKS? 

Policy Portfolio Price £21,100 


TEL: 01 SI 343 4567 l.mes Open 24 Hcurr. - 7 03VS n ,veek 

Gacid House. Arcadia Avenue, London N3 2JU 


725 per cent standard vari¬ 
able rate is the consensus, 
although it follows a year in 
which it has spent £45 mil¬ 
lion in discounts wooing 
first-time borrowers. It is 
also offering its rale-reversal 
mortgage capped at 6.99 per 
cent until September 1999 
which will decline if .base 
rates drop before then. 

Of course this might 
change. So, while the letter 
from Britannia this month 
might contain a welcome, if 
small, surprise for members, 
they should keep a watchful 
eye bn what the society does 
with rates In the future. 

•' Not'that Britannia intends 
to let its members forget the 
society. John Heaps, chief- 
executive, says awarding the 
bonus has taught the society 
a lot about its members. For 
instance, it was surprised to 
leant that the average mem¬ 
ber had been with the society 
for seven-an d-a-haj f years, 
for longer than expected. It is 
intending to increase the 
amount of cross-selling of 
products to customers, par¬ 
ticularly on its Pep range. So 
expect more mail from Bri¬ 
tannia in future. 

Gavin Lumsden 


Invest through Elson Associates, and we will improve your 
Prudence Bond even further. We will add a generous 4% to 
your bond (e.g., an investment of £20,000 will be enhanced 
to £20,800), by way of commission sacrifice. In addition, 
you will receive some extra allocation from Prudential. 

This is a strictly limited offer expiring on 17th March 
1997. So, please act quickly to avoid disappointment 


66 % 


growth since 
May 1991 in 
Prudence Bond 


For further information, cut out and return the coupon below to Elson Associates, FREEPOST DTI 138, 
18 Maxwell Road, Welling, Kent DAI6 1BR or alternatively call us free on 


ILSON 


® 0500 691790 ® 


SSOCIATES 



total] • loa«ca • AataM; 



... 4% discount from Elsons 


•This includes an element of terminal boons which is not guaranteed; is only paid when units are surrender]; and can be changed retrospectively. 
••Source: Prudential. Offer to bid basis on £15.000 invested on 1/5/91 and surrended on 1/2/97 with 101% unit.allocation and 5% initial charge. 
Ova: 5 yeas (1/9/91 to 1/9/96) Prudence Bond oo rbe same basis has returned 55%, Past performance is ocrt necessarily a guide to the future. The 
rate of fimne bonuses in the With Profits fund and therefore die rate of growth in the unit price cannot be guaranteed. If money invested in the With 
Profits fund is taken out at any time except on a death claim and certain withdrawals, the amount paid out may be reduced to reflect the current 
market value of the undertying asset. This is known as a Market Value Adjustment. We will not be offering advice as to the suitability of this 
investment which is not suitable for everyone. If you have any doubt whether an investment is suitable for you, you should obtain expert advice. 


MURRAY INVESTMENT TRUST PEP 



£6,000 invested in a Murray Investment Trust PEP. over 
the past 10 years would have grown to £20,406*. 


PRESENT 

When you invest in a Murray Investment Trust PEP before 30 April 1997 
you pay no initial charge - saving you more than £45. 

FUTURE 

To share in a PEP with exceptional growth potential, 
call Murray Johnstone for more information now. 


CALL FREE MOW 

0800 289 978 



■fa- Murrav Wwanre. FREEPOST GW 5H3, Glasgow Gt 2BR. 

me not trrfofmfltioJi about the Murray bwesmem Trust PEP □ 
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An Equitable way 
to top up your 
company pension. 


Did you know that to receive rbe maximum pension 
available, you would typically have to be a member of the 
same company pension scheme for 40 years? 

Or that changing your job, even once, could 
dramatically reduce your pension? So that, just when you 
have more time to enjoy life, you have less money. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable 
Free-Standing Additional Voluntary Contribution Scheme 
can help bridge the gap. 

You make contributions from your gross income, with 
tax relief at the hi ghes t rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will 
depend on individual circumstances, and that current 
legislation <*an change in the future. 

What’s more, we don't believe in paying commission to 
third parties for the introduction of new business. 

If you would like more information by post and by 
telephone call (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

IofamiatibnAulvice will only be given on Equitable gimp products 
Regulated by tbe Personal Investment Authority 

. THE BJOTTAHLE UFE, FREEPOST, WALTON JTSEET. AVLESBUB’. SUOnNaiAMSIIW- HK17KH 


I Tat The Eqatdble Life. FREEPOST. Wifaai Street. AYLESBURY. Boon KPZ1 7BR 
J 1 would welcome "fa"""inn oo Hie Equ i t ab l e '* Free-Standing AVC plana Q J 
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U The Equitable Life 

i You profit from out principles 


looking FOR 

ATOP RATE OF 

interest AND . 

INSTANT ACCESSTj 

THINK FIRST ... 0 



UP TO 


m 


GROSS 


| | For top rates one 
K building society is 
F always "First*. . 

I First National 
' Building Society. 

Our Postal Demand Account 
offers you instant access and an 
Mfo interest rate of up to 650% 
gross per annum; your money isn't 
locked away; and you can manage your 
account from the comfort of your own home. 


LOOK HOW MUCH YOU CAN EARN 


BALANCE 


£50,000 + 


£25, 



GROSS CAR 


6.30% 


6 . 00 % 


5.80% 


5.50% 


5.20% 


4.90% 


4.50% 


SECURITY AND CONVENIENCE 

First National Building Society is one of 
the longest established building societies 
operating in the UK or Ireland. 

Our postal account service is fast, 
friendly and efficient 
Minimum balance just £500 

Interest paid annually 

Instant access 

• 

- No notice required 
WHY WE PAY MORE INTEREST 

We can afford to be more generous with 
our interest rates because by providing 
you with a direct service we don't have 
the expense of operating and staffing a 
chain of UK high street brandies. 


FOR FULL DETAILS CALL US FREE ANYTIME ON 

0800 558844 


Grets rate shown It the annual contractual rat* of interact payable not taking account of the deduction al income Ml It the basic rate. 
Interest »JU be pa*a net of baik file of Income tar (which may be tctlarmad by non- m payers] DR. subject to the required certification, 
gross. If the balance tads below C500 a variable rate (current ly ]% gross, 1.5 S n*t) w>H apply. AH rates shown are compounded annual rate 
(CAR). CAR it equivalent to (he rate annualbrd to tsar otx ount ol the compounding of rnternt paid other than once a ye»r. 1 
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With the Cheshire’s unique Insane 
50, you get an investment account 
that ofiers the attractive combination 
of high interest and instant access 
without penalty. 

Pius bv limnin g the withdrawals 
from vour account to four or less per 
veai, vou automatically qualify for a 
50% interest bonus-a featureycu 
wont 6rd in anv ether investment 


FREE 


_ ' _ thp TIMES SATURD AYFEj^jASIi^ 

Martin Waller explains the language of shares; forinvgstg£g 

How the City does its sums 
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£30.000+ 1 

4.50% 

6.45% 

£. 25,000+ 

4.10% 

6.15% 

£10,000+ | 

3.60% 

5.40% 

£5.000+ 

3.10% 

4.65% 




INSTANT 


Please send tec 
Cheshire Building Sodcrv 
FREEPOST CASTLE STREET 
MACCLESFIELD. 

CHESHIRE SK116YA. 

1/We rmlme L 

irtunaman ZSJ30Q, rruxunum £S0(L000) fee 
investment in an Instant 50 Aaoum. 

| ] Please ride far further irribemmon 

Name! i J.__ 

Address — 


I Signatimdei 

| (Mease make cheques [wWc do Cheshire 
I Buddies Si «exy i TT 35/02 

I -Jnf.irmiaaj ztpfixii out be mnl m oefcr itrmcn 
| in«n Cbwte BniWip Wray auJ mbraiorr 
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EXTRA 

INTEREST 


INSTANT 

ACCESS, 

NO 

PENALTIES. 


FREE PHONE 
0800-243278 


BEGINNER’S 
GUIDE TO 
THE STOCK 
MARKET 


In the fourth of a five-part series, Weekend Money sees 
how the professionals value shares and how such City 
techniques can be used by the private investor. We will 
look at companies that raise fresh cash, and how the 
small shareholder should read Some of this is rather 
technical; all is important, if you want to be a serious 
investor, rather than someone who waits for the 
dividend cheque twice a year. The more you know about 
your investments, the more control you have over them. 
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T he priceHarnings ratio 
together with the divi¬ 
dend yield is the most 
important investment mea¬ 
sure. which is why both are 
quoted on newspaper share 
price pages. The p/e ratio tells 
you how the City regards your 
company, and how it com¬ 
pares with its peers on the 
stock, market 

The number is achieved by 
taking the share price and 
dividing it by the earnings per 
share. This last is just what it 
sounds; ir is found by dividing 
annual profits try the number 
of shares in existence. It will 
come out as a number in 
pence. 

This is nor an objective 
indicator of profitability, 
because it varies according to 
how many shares there are in 
issue, and this varies from 
company to company. 

Take a share price of 480p. 


for a company that made 40p 
last financial year in profits for 
each share in issue. The share 
price represents L2 years’ of 
such profit, and we say it has a 
p/e ratio of 12. This is other¬ 
wise expressed as. "the shares 
sdJ on 12 times' earnings". 
This is a bit below the general 
stock market average. 

Obviously, if the share price 
of this company rises to 560p. 
then the ratio, or rating, rises 
to 14. So die ratio tells you 
what the market thinks of the 
shares. Take a company on a 
sky-high ratio of 25. 

The market thinks it is 
worth more, share per share, 
than other companies on the 
market — perhaps because 
growth prospects are so good 
that in a tew years' time 
profits will have doubled. 
Generally, so wifi earnings 
per share. If this happens, 
the ratio will by that time 


A PEP with 
7.34% p.a. yield 
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quarterly income 
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with a 2% discount 




The Preferred High 
Income Fund PEP... 

from Edinburgh Fund Managers is the 
ideal solution if you are seeking a high, 
tax free income. 

Ir provides a current yield of 7.34%* 
(that’s worth 12.23% to a higher rate 
tax payer). 

You will also benefit from a regular 
income paid quarterly in. February, 
May, August and November: 

The Preferred High Income Fund has a 
consistent record of strong performance 
over the short, medium and long-term 
and is in the first quarrile of its sector 
over 1,5 and 10 yearsf- 

Right now if you invest £6,000 or more 
you will receive a generous 2% 
discount. You can invest up to £12,000 
tax free for the 1996/97 and 1997/98 
tax years. But hurry, to qualify for this 
discount we need your application 
before 27 March 1997. 

To find our more, talk to your 
Independent Financial Adviser or call our 
Client HelpDesk FREE on 0800 838 993. 

The group also provides: 
PERSONAL PENSIONS 
SAVINGS SCHEMES 
UNIT TRUSTS 
INVESTMENT TRUSTS 
PRIVATE CLIENT MANAGEMENT 


Interested? 
Talk to... 



Edinburgh 


CLIENT HELPDESK 0800 838 993 

Edinburgh Fund Managers pic, Donaldson House, 97 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh EH12 5HD. 

Rigutated by 1MRO. Past performance is nor necessarily a guide to future performance. The value of investments and rhe income from rhem may fill as well as rise and 
investors may get back less than they originally invested. The value of any tax relief will depend on die individual circumstances of the investor and ia\ rates and reliefs, as 
well as rhe us rrearrnenr nlPEPs. may he changed bv future legislation.*.\s at 31.12.96. ^Source; MicropaL buying ro selling, net income reinvested, as at 31.12.9©. 

TPHI50297 



A little knowledge can make die stock market child's play 


have fallen to a more conser¬ 
vative 12J5- 

A company selling on a very 
low ratio says the market does 
not trust the profits to keep 
flowing at their current rate. 
Sometimes we say that there is 
doubt over the quality of 
earnings. 

. Some companies, by their 
nature, command a. lower 
ratio than others. You would 
not expect a mine, say, with 
only four years’ production left 
to sell an much more than four 
times' profits. Think about it 
In four years’ time, there wait 
beany. 

Some people rely on forecast 
profits, as estimated by City 


stockbrokers, rather than 
those published. The resulting 

number is called a prospective 
price-earnings ratio, the one 
based on last year’s profits a 
historic one. 

And a mental short cut. It is 
not a strict analogy, but you 
might think about the earn¬ 
ings ratio as an estimate of 
haw long the company is 
expected to be around in that 
form. What do brokers think 
of the lifespan of a business on 
' 30 times' earnings? And one 
on seven? What the price- 
earnings ratio really says is 
what the City thinks is going to 
happen to fee share price in 
future. 


ggfloeihioYgLP 

THIS is the mirror image of 

the earnings ratio. It bel^ro 
compare how much dividend 
die company. P a -fL° ul ’ Tt I" 

contrast to 

dividend rf divided by the 
market price, after an adjust-. 
mentis made for rax, ro give a 
vjeld. This, published on the 
share prices page, tells you 
how much income you can 
expect for every pound invest¬ 
ed in the company. _ 

This time, the higher the 
price, the lower fee weld. As 
fee price fells, the yield looks 
more attractive — but beware, 
the price - may be falling be¬ 
cause the market expects pro¬ 
fits to fail. In thar case, this 
may be reflected in a dividend 
cut so the yield becomes 
irrelevant. 

British Telecom now sells 
on a yield of approaching 6 
per cent based on the current 
year's expected dividend. Ca¬ 
ble and Wireless, in the same 
business, sells on a yield of not 
much more than half this — 
but C&W is a much more 
highly rated company than 
BT. Some observers think it 
wifi be the subject of a take¬ 
over bid this year. By compar¬ 
ison, the price-earnings- 
multiple of C&W is about 17 
for the current year, while that 
of BT a more lowly 14. 

Broadly speaking, a highly, 
rated company should have a 
lower yield, therefore, because 
the City thinks profits, and so 
dividends, will rise in future 
years. A company whose 
shares are on a high yield is a 
more staid business. But re¬ 
member — too high a yield 
suggests tiie dividend will 
have to be cut. 


i’K-f - I . ; " ■' -'f ! V' ^ S : r O' J 


EF COMPANIES want to raise 
fresh cash, either to fund 
expansion or to pay for earlier 
mistakes, they come cap in 
hand to the people who own 
them. That is, you. 

The rights issue is a way of 
issuing further shares, ai a 
price attractive to investors. 
They buy them at that price, so 
raising tire needed cash. The 
issue is expressed as a ratio of 
the number of new shares to. 
the existing ernes. Say your 
company proposes to create 
one new share for every five in 
existence, expressed as a one- 
for-five rights issue,. If the 
company's market worth is il’ 
billion, then, it should be 
raising £200 million. 

In actual feet it will raise 
rather less. There are the 
expenses of the issue, all those 
City fees, including those for ' 
underwriting. This is a pro¬ 
cess whereby financial institu¬ 
tions agree that they will take 
the shares, if no one else will. 
That way. the company is 
guaranteed the money even if 
the market collapses before 
the shares go out. 

The cost of underwriting is 
generally one and a half per 
cent of fee amount of money 
raised, spread around a vari- 


ety of (^.institutions--or £3 
million, in The above case. 

• Bat tiie real reason why a 
one-for-five rights issue does 
not raise money equivalent to 
a fifth of the company's stock 
market worth is because the 
shares have to be priced more 
cheaply than the current mar¬ 
ket price. Again, think about 
it You hold shares valued at 
£5 each. Do you really want 
more at the same price—espe¬ 
cially as the price is likely to 
fait following the normal laws 
of supply and demand, once 
new stores become available? 

But if you have not sold out 

• at £5. a batch of new shares at, 
say, 450p each might seem 
attractive. This is how thfey are 
priced-The less attractive the 
issue, the bigger tiie gap 
between the market price and 
the issue price, the discount 

Under fee rules, you must be 
offered stores in proportion to 
your existing holding — with a 
one-for-five rights where you 
hold 1.000 shares you must to 
offered 200. If you do not want 
them, they go to those Institu¬ 
tions who underwrote the is¬ 
sue. This need to offer new 
shares to those who own the 
company, the shareholders, is 
called a preemption right. 


and it is the subject of huge, 
debate in the City. 

The only way to deal with 
rights Issues is to deride, as 
dose as you can to the deadline 
and according to your personal 
circumstances, whether you 
want tiie shares. Take guid¬ 
ance from your financial advis¬ 
er, or the financial press. 

Some technicalities. The 
rights to the shares, thar is the 
entitlement as a shareholder 1 
to buy them at tins discount, 
are usually worth something. 
They will be quoted separately 
• on theshare price pages, next 
to the existing shares.- These 
are said to be traded ex-rights, 
so the letters “tor” are a tt ac h ed 
to the price To indicate this. 

If you decide not to take the 
new shares, you should sell 
these rights to them. This 
compensates you for any loss 
in -value .for ypur eristing. 
shares because of the cheaper 
oties coming onto the market 
If you do hot sefitiie lights, the 
company will do it for you. 

Next week we conclude our 
whistie-sfop tour of share 
ownership with a look at 
takeover bids and the struc¬ 
ture of City institutions—and 
the world of insider trading. 



If you want to get more from your 
investment, then Commercial Union's 
Premier Investment Bond is sure to 
hold your interest Both now and in 

the future. 

For a limited period only, our 
Premier Investment Bond guarantees 
9V in the first yean This offer applies' to 


all new investments in our successfr 
and proven With Profits Fund. 

"Hre minimum you can invest i 
"r5O0 and the maximum is £250,001 
The Premier Investment Bond is 
medium to long term investment S< 
” ow y° u could get more ou 
of life m the future. ■ 


Commercial Union 


for mart details call yaurfimmcml adviser, complete the coupon, or fnmhmc: 

__0800_7797 97o; O , tRrftK 

To: Comm.tdaf Uni™. fTtEEPOST, CV1D37, J^, n ~ ~ 

I Please send me an information pick.on your Premier^ faveetmeat 

I Mi/Mgg/Mifls/Ms- Forename _ c..^^ _ 

^ Addresa _ _ _ 

■ - - ... —-Postcode_ 
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Investment trusts may 
prove a 


Trust fans could 



find best fruits 


in the quality 
funds, says 

Nathan Yates 


I nvestment trusts are often 
shunned by the private 
investor because of their 
complex pricing system. But 
as Phil Calcott. a physicist, 
found last month with Tesco’S 
cut-price bana n as, pricing reg¬ 
ulations can be exploited to 
your profit Mr Calcott made 
£25 from his banana bulk- 
buying using his Tesco 
Clubcard. In the same way, 
some analysts believe invest¬ 
ment trust valuing complica¬ 
tions could make some funds a 
good buy. 

The price of investment trust 
shares is determined by marlruf 
demand rather than the perfor¬ 
mance of the hind. A current 
dearth of buyers means share 
prices have slumped below the 
value of assets, and cm average 
investment companies were 
trading at a I0.S per cent 
discount to net asset value last 
year. 

Some analysts say the in¬ 
crease in discounting means 
that even traditionally premi¬ 
um-rated stock is now available 
at knockdown pikes. The 
favourable rates cottid tempt an 
influx of institutional buyers in 
the course of the year. 

“At the moment we are seeing 
the widest discounts for a long 
time in the investment trust 
market," said John Konvin- 
Szyraanowski. investment trust 
analyst at SBC Warburg. “Dis¬ 
counts in the recent past have 
usually reflected the quality of 
the funds concerned, but now 
weYe seeing some top perform¬ 
ing funds at Iaw prices. There’s 
a gap opening tip between 1 
performance and popular ap¬ 
peal, and there are signs that 




Eye for bargain; PHI Calcott profited from Tesco bananas 


traders are beginning to step 
in to exploit it. Sierra Trading, 
the American company, has 
bought quite heavily into the 
Klemwort investment trusts 
recently, and I expect this to be 
part of an increasing trend. 

“Last year was a bad one for 
investment trusts. There were 
too many new trusts launched, 
and you could argue there has 
also been too much money 


placed abroad. But perfor¬ 
mance is outstripping de¬ 
mand, and die extent to which 
prices are lagging behind the 
value of assets in this market 
means that we must be near 
foe bottom of foe downward 
swing.' Barring stock market 
disasters there should be an 
upturn in investment trust 
prices this year." 

Fbr foe private investor foe 


possibility of a rise in share 
prices offers the potential far 
short-term profits as well as 
the long-term advantage of 
retaining quality holdings 
bought at discount rates. 

But those hoping to achieve 
this “double whammy" should 
be warned foar not all analysts 
agree that the price rise wfll 
happen. The ever-rising stock 
market and the forthcoming 
election could spell turbulent 
times ahead, ana some experts 
believe the majority of invest¬ 
ment trusts are stiD far too 
overweight in areas such as 
the Far East and in foe smaller 
companies sire range. 

Private investors willin g to 
take the risk of backing a rise 
in investment trust shares 
should make their choice of 
fond carefully. Just 10 per cent 
of investment companies own 
50 per cent of foe industry’s 
assets, so there are many 
small and unpopular trusts on 
the market which may well be 
priced at a discount fbr foe 
foreseeable future. 

Would-be trust 
should select quality 
which have a consistent perfor¬ 
mance record. Experts’ tips 
include the Bankers Trust, cur¬ 
rently priced at an 8 per cent 
discount Other companies of¬ 
fering funds said to be under- 
priced include RIT. Finsbury, 
Alliance, Herald, Aberforth, 
Invesco and NatWest 


NatWest Securities links up for the Internet 


THE old world of investment trusts met 
up with the new world of foe Internet this 
week with foe launch of a Website 
dedicated to UK closed end funds. 

NatWest Securities, a leading analyst 
on investment trusts, has teamed up with 
Interactive Investor. the firm dedicated to 
putting finanrial information on foe 
World Wide Web. : • - ' . . 

Tap in www.fii.co/uk/iiatwest/ and you. 
can access 365 investment trusts with 


daily updated data an performance, yield, 
share price, discount and asset allocation. 

If you are thinking of investing in 
Europe you can rank all the investment 
trusts in foe sector. Which are top over 
one, three or five years? Which are at a 
discount and could be a bargain? If. you 
.want your fond skewed to. a particular 
country or 'sector, check foe asses alloca¬ 
tion to find where the trust is investing. 
For the sophisticated there is a separate 


section on the 60 split-capital investment 
trusts. This-will give you data on 
redemption yields, cover ratios and 
hurdle rates. You can even program foe 
site to send an email if a buying or selling 
chance occurs. “It can be like the price in a 
newspaper reaching out and tapping you 
on foe shoulder," says Sherry Coulu, 
managing director of Interactive Investor. 

. Gavin Lumsden 


BYE BYE PEP initial charges^ 
BYE BYE PEP brokerage charges 

o o 

BUY a Fleming PEP. 


» Fleming investment trusts regularly outperform 
most other forms of investment over the 
long term. 

» So they are ideal for PEPs, 

» Especially now that we have Cut Costs. 

» For a limited period we are WAIVING THE 
INITIAL CHARGE and BROKERAGE. 

» During the offer you only pay 0.5% stamp duty 
on purchases and any market spread between 
buying and selling prices. 

» And you can take advantage of our FREE 
share exchange offer. 

» These special offers on lump sum investments 
are available until 30th April 1997. 

» There are 11 fuily eligible Fleming investment 
trusts to choose from, 3 ]] independently risk 
rated. 

» So say bye bye to bad value PEPs, and buy a 
Fleming PEP instead. 

» FREEPHONE 0500 500 161 now for full details 
(open 24 hours). Or return the COUPON now. 

You can also contact Flemings on the internet. 
http://www.flemings.com/fftm 


£1000 invested over 20 years ' 

' ’■ ' £52,754 



: Average 
Ibiklhm-" 


. Awragr 
Ptemiag ineettreeat thaw 


o^»u«-tooi»J^rte*.(paiaiticomrirlavf^ed. tvjjawon} 1997. 


Robert Fleming established 
his first inves t ment trust in 1873, 
investing in the emerging 
market of-theday, America. 

. Today, FteqimgE continues in ' 
» the same entrepreneurial spirit, 
managing over £55 baQkra through 
offices i» 38 cotumies. 
Flemings is new one of foe hugest 

■ names in foe market managing 

■ .20 trusts worth over £S tuffion. 



To Fleming Investment Trusts, Freepost 22 (SW1565), London W1E 7EZ. Freephone: 0500 500 161. 
Please send me details of the Fleming Investment Trust PEPs. 


Tide: 


Surname:. 


Address;. 


. Initials:. 


Flemings 

The Investment Trust Experts § 


I 

I 


I 

I 

_._Postcode:_ i ne rnvesimeni i rusi Jbxpens-j^ 

Please remember that the nine of shares and the i ncome from them can go down as veil as up and that you may not gel bad die full amount invested. Past performance is 
not Decemiity a guide to the future. The tax treatment of Personal Equity Plans abased on current Legislation and may change. The lax advantages of PEPs wiD depend on 
i n t eger s ' individual drcuuucances. Issued by Fleming Investment Trust Services Limited, which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority, only sells unit (rasa, recognised 
collective investment schemes, investment trust ravings schemes. PEPs. life assurance and pension products offered by the Flemings and Save & Prosper marketing group. 


WHAT HAPPENS IF MUM AND DAD 
BECOMES JUST DAD? 
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ff the unfoinkabte happened and your partner died, 
would you be able to cope financbOy? Chad care is 
expensive and your family's income mj^ic be substantially 
reduced. That’s why at General Accident weVe devised a 
special scheme thatk bofo staple and supportive. 

family Protect io n from General Accident will provide a 
guaranteed monthly Income fbr the remainder of the policy 
term should the insured person tfie.You can choose from 
3 periods of cover, 10, IS or 20 years, whichever one best 
sides your needs. 

For example, the cost of covering a herftiy 29 year old 
female non-smoker for a 10 year period providing for a 
monthly income of £1.000 is just 22p a day. 

For more Information about Family Protection from 
Genera/ Accident call FREE novuTefl us what period of cover 
you want and we will send you 3 personal fflusnadons giving 
you a choice of guaranteed income of &IJOOO, £1^00 or 
£2J300 per month with no obligation. 


f 7 

V, t“ . - i T * 

■ ~ 4 "W 


We’ll also send you a FREE GIFT of a 
stylish Pen and Pencil set, with 
further details of how to claim a 
second free gift — a choice of a Black 
and Decker Cordless Screwdriver, 
a Custom Monaco Roll Bag or a 
Casio Travel Clock Radio Alarm. 



mW& 


CALL 0500 100 200 

rKfcfc LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


KEY PROTECTION FROM 

Kl = r people 


• HwelraScatft . . 

DIO yefiu».D*5. 

SawforQ 

MtolfeMClMd 


Or complea <h* coupon and md tae Family hMidon, Gmeral Aeddwit; FREEPOST,YO550,TO<tK,YOI IBR. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (ftnonaabewaeifl_ 

Foxenamefo)-s---s- 

Surname--— 





Address. 


-Postcode. 


Telephone (inic STD code) Daytime- 
Evening—-- - — 


-Date of birth. 


— mi aMntt awM* to iMtownl wpntarioni.V* wifl ecosionfe mil you. by poK or by phan* iboac odw 
yfc ne»ir n™ y olir MiocU M d GA &ouo qWpontet-Tirie the beet g you would prehr ntx CO reertve tH% mfen ng lon. □ 

_ ' - _ • - - - 




£500- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000 - 
£49,999 


o' .♦ 

■/ * * 

Gross 

CAR** 


Gross 

CAR** 

*v B . 

.GKSSSf 

Gross 

CAR** 

&OSS* 

Gross 

CAR** 

Bank of Scotland Bankir^ Direct 
Instant Access Savings Account 


4.75% 


5^5% 


5.75% 

5-60% 

5.75% 

Abb^ National Investment 

(90 Day Notice] 

3.0S%J 

3.05% 

3J30% 

3.30% 

4.00% 

4.00% 

4-55% 

4.55% 

Halifax Solid Gold 
(90 Day Notice) 


3.00% 


3JZ5% 

4J30% 

4.00% 

4v50% 

4.50% 

Woolwich Premier 90 

(90 Day Notice) 

w ■/ 

N/A 

4*d% 

3.50% 

420% 

4-20% 

450%: 

4.80% 


Source IMoeyiBca I2Ut Fotnuoiy 1987 

You don't have to tie up your savings for 
90 days to earn a higher rate of interest. Quite 
the reverse, as a glance at the table above 
will show. 

Bank of Scotland Banking Direct gives you 
instant access to higher rates - all from the 


comfort of your own home, 24 hours a day. 
365 days a year. 

To make your savings work harder without 
tying them up in a notice account call us now, 
free, on 0500 804 804 for an application form 
and brochure. Please quote reference SA54. 



Please send me more infocmauon on tlte Instant Access Savings Account. 

Post ta Bank of Scotland, Personal Banking. FREEPOST. 41 South Gyle Crescent 
Edinburgh EH12 9XA. 




Name:. 


-5A54 


Address:. 


Postcode:. 


.Telephone Number:. 


BASH OF SCOTLAND 

BANKING DIRECT 

Call us free on 

0500 804 804 


■ enm. JJ® annua raa of metes pad wtmwt oettawn « Kne rate un to «3Mc nun tn-wgicn 

■ oidb CAR (CompMutao imal Raw. TTua a tnc go* w oofosne to mo- the mmu rat* a ifcama y itmM t% a cusxtoj ri nwi e w an ghtd a«ui( a ]R3i renunea n m 
accoun ana earned h ats lie- men was convKntnn imeresi rm» mvaa u (me if tmwi not itoiect to vanaun. 

Wtnesl caciMtto end oeecM reenasgr. 

Teepnone safe mer ha neened (t> retain^ pupnn am iw b« nouoBd unw me Bms s gueH)i anni ibcchUb. 
sank of Scotland ana ^ are ino •B0M>«d naenaiM oCPia Cmhoot ana taWBir a) mo Bbaa ol Sawana, 
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Focus on growth 
of tax havens 
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TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 


SWITZERLAND remains the 
most successful lax haven 
with more than one third of 
the world’s offshore private 
wraith estimated to have been 
entrusted to Swiss financial 
institutions. Tax Iiavens’ pop¬ 
ularity is still growing despite 
barriers imposed by high-tax 
governments, according to 
Tax Havens and Their Uses 
1997, published by The Econo¬ 
mist Intelligence Unit The 
report gives fresh and updated 
financial and legal informa¬ 
tion on the world’s leading 
fiscal refuges. It also looks at 
the issues raised by the use of 
offshore centres for the laun¬ 
dering of proceeds from 
organised crime. Available, 
priced £95. from The Econo- 
■ mist Intelligence Unit, 15 Re¬ 
gent Street, London SW1Y 
4LR (tel PI7I-830 1007). 

■ Nationwide is launching its 
own credit and gold cards. No 
annual fee will be charged and 
the new cards will feature low 
interest rates with a period of 
interest-free credit, plus extra 
benefits such as free Purchase 
Protection Cover. The cards 
will be available to new and 
existing customers from 
March and offer 9.9 per cent 
APR for transferred balances. 
16.9 per cent APR for pur¬ 
chases. free travel accident 


GUARAtitK 


annual income 

Rates as at February 13,1997 


Investment (£) Company 


Standard 
Rate (%) 


2 Years 


5,000 

10,000 

20,000 

50,000 

Rnano'a] Assur 

AiG Life 

A1G Life 

Rnancial Assur 

5.30 

5.40 

5.55 

5.65 

1,000 

3,000 

Hambro Assured 

ITT London & Edin 

4.90 

6.00 

1,000 

3,000 

Hambro Assured 

ITT London & Edin 

5.15 

6.30 

1,000 

3,000 

Hambro Assured 

ITT London & Edin 

5.55 

6.35 

1,000 

3,000 

Hambro Assured 

ITT London & Edin 

5-60 

6.70 


5 Years 


Source: Chamberlain d® Bmi0171-4344282. Net rates. Income and capital guaranteed. 
Earfy surrender. Terms vary. MorUrty Income may be oyaiebie. 


'SAVERS’. BESTBUYS 


BASE RATES V 
MORTGAGES 


insurance and optional pay¬ 
ment protection insurance 
covering accident, sickness 
and unemployment. Ask at 
your local Nationwide branch. 

■ A practical guide to the 
Pension Scheme disclosure 
rules has been produced by 
Alexander Clay, the actuary. 
The guide explains in simple 
terms what information needs 
to be provided to members 
and the timescales prescribed. 
A set of checklists to help 
schemes to prepare and 
amend communication mate¬ 
rial is included and cover 
trustees’ report, members’ 
booklet, and benefit state¬ 
ments. The guide is available 
to scheme trustees and com¬ 
panies free of charge by call¬ 
ing 0181-S64 99b6. 

a The Association of Unit 
Trusts and Investment Funds 
(Autil) has produced a free 
investor guide to ftps. The 
pep pack contains facts heets 
explaining bond fund Peps, 
Peps and pensions — how a 
unit trust Pep can supplement 
retirement income — Pep 
mortgages plus the basic Pep 
rules. Pep packs are available 
from the Unit Trust Informa¬ 
tion Service: 0181-2071361. 

Ltzanne Rose 


INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 

Portman BS 0800 807080 
Melton Mowbray BS 01664 480214 
Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 
Bristol & West BS 0800 901100 


NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

ChBlsea BS 0800 132351 
First National BS 0800 558844 
Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 
Blrm Midshires BS 0500 070707 


FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 

Sun Banking Carp 01438 744505 
NatWest Bank 0800 200400 
Investec Bank (UK) 0171 6260879 
West Bromwich BS 0990 146668 


Account 

Instant Acc 
Postal Direct 
Select Inst 
Instant Post 


Account 


Notice 
of term 

Instant 

Postal 

Postal 

Postal 

Notice 
of term 


Interest 

Deposit Rate paid 

£100 470 VTy 

£1,000 5.60 Yly 

£5,000 6.35 Yly 

£10,000 6.40 Yly 


— 

-15 

% 


Lf3 


Interest 
Rate paid 


POST-te! 20 20 day p £5,000 6.05 Yly 

30 Day Notice 30 day p £10,000 6.30 Yly 

Select 60 60 day £10,000 6.50 Yly 

First Class 90 90 day p £10,000 6.55 Yly 


Account 

Fixed Rate 
Fixed Rate 
Premier 


Notice 
of term 


Deposit 

£8,575 

£5,000 

£9,000 

£3,000 


Interest 
Rate paid 

Tio F/VTy 
7.45 F/Yly 


credftc^ 


CREDIT CARDS 

Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 
RBS Advanta 0800 077770 
Capita] One Bank 0800 669000 


Card type 

Advantage Visa 

Visa 

Visa 


r«/ys 


; f - ^i\7~. 

Interest 


Fee per 

per month 

APR% 

annum 

0.64%NC 

7-90%N 

NB 

0.79%N 

9.90%N 

Nil 

0.797%N 

9S0%N 

Nil 


91 92 93 94 95 96 


FT-SE100 
PRICE INDEX 


jm r ^^%PEBSO«At 




PERSONAL LOANS __ 

Northern Rock BS 0345 421421 
Lombard Direct 0800 215000 
RBS Direct 0800 121125 


Monthly payment on £3,000 lor 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 


12.90%H 

13.90%A 

14.00% 


£ 112.66 

£102.02 

£114.78 


£102.59 

£101.20 

£101.45 


Nb. A = APR dependent on credit rating, C = no Jntsnwt Iroa period, F - Rxed Rata (alt ottwr ram variable], H - Higher rate 
applies 3 Insurance not arranged. N - Introductory rala for a Eniited period, P = By Post only 

* RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 
Sourcx McneyFacts. the Monthfy Gukki to Investment & AforftfageflsiEs (01682 500 877) 




J JASON DJ 




Gross 

FIXED RATE _ coupon 

Birmingham Midshires 9.375% 
Bradford & Binglny 11.628% 

Bradford & Bingley 13.000% 

Bristol & West 13.375% 

Britannia 13.000% 

Coventry 12.125% 

First National 11.750% 

Halifax 8.750% 

Halifax 12.000% 

Halifax 13.625% 

Leeds & Holbeck 13.375% 
Newcastle 10.750% 

Newcastle 12.625% 

Northern Rock 12.625% 

SKipton _ 12.875% 

Gross 

FLOATING RATE coupon 

Cheshire (28/09-27/03)8.41563% 
First Nat(20/09-20/03J 8.48750% 






Oct 1 Mom ‘ Dec Jrai ’ FW> 



Minimum 
Issue purchase 
price amount 

00.17 1,000 

00.13 10,000 

00.20 10,000 
00.34 1,000 

00.42 1,000 

00.75 1,000 

0025 10,000 

00.62 50,000 

0028 50.000 

00.00 50,000 

0023 1,000 

00.32 1.000 

00.45 1,000 

00.14 1,000 

00.48 1,000 

us Minimum 
ce purchase 

00 ' 1,000 
00 1,000 


Interest 
rate % 


Loan Max 
size % 


BulkUng Societies 
Affiance & Letc 
0800 412214 
Birm Mid Mart SVS 
01344 394000 
Nationwide 
0800 302010 

Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
0118 9510100 
Midland 
0800 494 999 


PIBS = Perrmnunt (ramm-baaring shares 
SourceABN AMRO Hoare Gowtt — 0171 601 0101 

[ ■ . • 1 SHARE IN FOCUS -ABBEY NATIONAL: Pt..^ r«w| 


MS'"" 

- boo 

-Vi-l-SDO 


BuBcfing Societies 

Scarborough 

0800 590547 

Standard 

0191 257 4123 

Mansfield 

01246202055 

Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
01189510100 
Midland Bank 
0800494999 


425 to £250fc 90 

321 £100k 75 

3.09 to £500k 75 


029 £20-146k 95 
3.99 £100k+ 80 


Interest Loan Max 

rate% _ size % 

025 £30-100k 95 

1.49 to£l00k 80 

0.50 £25-250k 90 


a 99 £20-145k 95 
4.15 £50-100k 95 


3% dfso-1.3Jt8 
+ 3% cashback 
4% disc-31.827 
2% disc-29229 
3.90% discount 
for 1 year 

&50% (fisc-6 mth 
3% disc-6 mth 
3.00% discount 
fori year 


629% dso-6 mth 
2%-6mtii,05%-1y 
6% discount for 
1 year 

6.49% cBso6mth 
129%-6m,029%- 

fy 

&50%ds<>6 mth 
3% dac-6 mth 
3% discount for 
.1 year . 






Ordinary A/c 1 1.50 

Investment A/c*a 4.75 
Income Bond* ® 8.00 
First Opt Bond* 6.00 
43rd Issue Certta 5.35 
ChWrsn’* Bondf- &75 
Gen Ext Rate 3£1 

Capital Bondi# 6.65 
Oh Index Unksdfe2.5Q 
Penanrs Bond S3 <7.00 


-Attaxratas IftVmoidrwxP .-p. 

invwWrtE Nonce 

190 0.90 10-10.000** 

SOT 2.85 20-5OQ** 7 

IS 3-602,00045^ 3mth 
4 BO 3.601,000-20.000** 

100-10,000 8day 
25-1,000 imth 

5.32 3*9 100250.000 

100-10,000 8day 

5.60 420 50Q.50.OOOj B°day__ 


0645646000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 
0845 845000 
0$48 645000 
0645 645000 
06 455*5000 
0645 646000 
0645 645000 
0645 645000 


tote "V** 1 ^ ^ ,__ 





QfMSKl— 


All fiqures are the gross annual annuity (£1.0° ,0)0^ _ 
purchase), guaranteed 5 years, paid monthly in advance 

SINGLE LIFE (level artn) Mate: Age 60 Age 65 Aga70 

Standard Lf...—level tfjm Eio.MJ £i|2« 

U E 9^636 E10|W7 £12249 

Canada Lf S.Z —Lever . |8,«7 gg-Tg Hzvs 

Sun L* of Can_Level - . £9.657 £10.702 


SINGLE LIFE 

Canada Life_-Level 

Prudential_Level 

Equitable Lf_Level 

Suri Lf or Can-_Level 

Sun Ufa_Level 


£ 9 776 £10,844 £12,246 

£9!9Q5 £10824 £12,027 

ESMSM £10>47 £12249 

£ 9 647 £10,728 £12203 

’ £91657 £10>02 £12.128 

Female: Age 80 Age 65 Age 70 

£8,948 £ 9,757 £10,943 

£8,943 £ 9.701 £10.«* 

£8,971 £9.658 £10,617 

£8,913 £ 9.658 £10.751 

£8,825 £ 9,620 £10.779 


JOINT LIFE, 2/3 WIDOWS Male: Age 60 Age65 AgeTO 
flevei annuity) Fernala: Age 55 Age BO Age65 


(lovel annuity) _ Fen 

Equitable Lf_Level 

Canada Life.-Level 

Sun Lf of Can-Level 

Prudential_.Level 

Sun Life_;_Level 

SoaroKAwAy Dkoct (0177 568 9X0) 


£8.660 £9,186 £ 9,908 

£8620 £9,140 £10,020 

BL534 £9,113 E9.M6 

£8.503 £9,098 £ 9,931 

£8,438 £9.064 £ 9.946 


Compiled by: Uzanne Rose 


• £ ! i 1 S 



Lender 


interest 
rate % 


Loan Max 
size % 


Building Societies 

Bristol & West 

0800119955 

Newbury 

01635 43676 

Lambeth 

0171 928 1331 

Banks 

Bnk of Ireland 
0118 9510100 
TSB Bank. 

0500 758000 


3.99 £15-150k 
3.99 £15-150k 


029 £20-145k 


3.75% discount 
fori year 
3% discount for 
1 year 

325% discount — 
fori year _ 

6.50% disc 6 mths 
3% disc 6 mths 
3.74% discount 
for 1 year 


tsndan. larger'toena and that-dma'buyaor tables by Bhqfs Grades Ud /VI753 




TRACK 

DOWN 

YOUR 

PEP 

With Chat* d<» V«r»'s PEPGU1DE 

The 1997 edition of the heat-seiiing 
guide urtnch ooam all the PEPs 00 the 
madrcr is 0ow’ pubGahedu It costs only 
f 12.95 - and the full price will be- 
nefunded if you take out your PEP via 
Chase dcVere. .. 

■ CALL NQV: r Off Y OU R ?=,=G 'J !C s f 

0800 526 092 1 

j L'MiS 0"' = \ IX HCJ'-'i J 

FOR 1997 

CHASE DEVERE 

—— r iN»*miBKT».nc r ^Trr- - 

aPBmwnarrtriPBBtemi aaniitewrAWMoany 

5 '• .•X 1 ' . .“. 



wwy vw 

_ Md alto *i- % 

AEGON LITE ASSURANCE 
EdUmtOi Park. EdUmrffc. EHUWE, 
0UL J»9191 

BaUrcrd 54X10 574*0 • UO ... 

UKEqWiy JJ0J0 772.13 * 7JO ... 

Piupery <zmo 447JO * a«3 ... 

Fixed IniCTEM TH5D WJJ • IM .. 

MOIK7 Z71 JO M7.40 * 033 ... 

InTSTUKlonxI 427141 454 70 *hJCI3 ... 

ABBE5 JUTE 

HoUalnifa Reed. Bamarndh 

BHSBAL 

DQ022KJTJ 

dWodlxnS4 3XX40 lit * UU .. 

Ettda/M I7Z.«W 1M.IO * ZM ... 

latanaucRuil m zzjm hsw • j so ... 

ntlKCtdGUI34 IX5.IU I1I.7D • OJD .. 

Jtmipadllt 21XJO 230 ia • iw ... 

turuppjn<M in«j 241X1. * 2J0 . . 

PtrpFd5 pt4 «3JO • OJO ... 

Eqslr/Se-4 2*7 jnzjn • X50 ... 

MmVn »13 «a tr*ao -I1.7D . . 

Cnn-- Scr4 35411 J7.3W - mo . . 

Xtan^iW* 354J<1 37TJB - 1JO 

Ftu-dIr.t5rr4 -OT.W 430.ni * 4J0 ... 

ftm-ilan Se.-4 71140 750.40 *2" JO .. 

ll'jfc:n«5CT« XW-'fl 414(0 *11*0 .. 

irderrdIn*5w4 237JH WW » X4n ... 
lapjrt sir4 27740 2WJV •lira ... 

ALBANY LIFE 

i Dvtrt Luc. Potto* Bar EN41AJ 
01707 cat 

&4UJ7 KW 2577 40 -liJP . . 

Enft*pejn Fd 4C7 50» 1U 534*0 • -ill ... 
FLinSlnu; 5*7.1) biiixn • 4jo . 

GTfiMmevxc: *-.»op )42jo - ajo ... 

lml VjnjRrt Aa 754 in 75.'H • 5.10 .. 

ln:7*dICT3rc 373* cn jatu • xno . . 
XapK Food 2171' 22)1*0 -I2J0 .. 

»i Amrrtan M 4W.7D 48XX0 -I5.4H ... 
prop re xx 4*2.00 Wjo • <i to 

Mul-lyle In* Alt I2POCB 1347 ji.i .|jaj 

ALLIED DVN&YR ASSURANCE 

Somdas 551IEL 
0*7373 514534 

suiinrvpAfr 407Ji 72 sjo -tun... 

rujou 1175.70 •’o.nn . . 
rrtt » ;ai *1 .nx . . 

fj-LWACl- 327B0 345 KJ . U(0 . 

Kin4srat4V*3al Il34 70 bbBJJ • hjo . 

13UI71 I Aa/V •74.10 .. 

o ra -c n Azr 1254.(0 1!S« •lO'n .. 
r.iRUl^rcxrc 57iai ww . 5jn . . 
AJtiit Efl-4113 XX I ’.nno 12*4.30 -41 JO .. 

Ariel 5!*nAre VJSJP 5.15113 «luJ3 ... 
vnerprop Act 127 10 735.40 ■ a«w . 

27.-30 77.70 - OiJJ .. 

AX.Y Eocm s LAW Lira 
ASSITUNCE 


ASSITUNCE 
taKnlm Bud. Kit* 
DKH-HiMU 
ST%rr,ci.Ti lei ju 
B4>=ed 5ffB aMHI 
OPponoroIF Heir, 

0.«3 , 1niJl«nsrrh lf»> Vj 

LKL.j'UT'.Sert, turn 
Hin.’iet rn: s .10 U3S4 
NUTS An-erVcr*. tiSin? 
Srrluo se/’i wen 
E-iTT^rserO SWO 

'lnlnltlci't. W2.ru 

Ptopt~. 5(TB hlLSO 

nxrcini3e7 , > 5ao.:o 
fndLnfciietSe JOtsn 
G.TMMSn*' J2*-3» 


BARCLYYS LIFE 

22 Roalard BemL Loadom E7VB 

081545544 

rge-yi.- 111110 111)70 »A?3... 

■dfr inlllal »L5Q 7?tin • i.X .. 

GU CJifJ AU 45*13 4*1)13 .503.. 

■cvfnmjJ 31120 ?)7.in - jin... 

l^vrnx.-1'iM! t: 471-*■ 4*bjn .|iju ... 


SjUAtrutn 

;apan»2C 

Insxnrkcr 

lrtiurr«r 


FUed intern* 
Cssn fond 
M*rupedl0V 


Bar. Here ENASBA 


aa.il • o.m ... 

a*4.» - 240 .. 

52470 • 77b ... 
744/rt -0/0 ... 
SOXBO • XIO . . 
4II.1D . 0.10 ... 
024)41 -12A) ... 

W2J0 . 0.7P .. 

12*4 00 .|UI ... 
75S.ro . hj} .. 
J70.40 . 1® ... 

550-50 » L33 . 


U’jonln Wfhi 

10014) • 0)U ... 

041)7) »|! 00 . 

ilJJO * HO . . 

115JO - ICO bJO 
LIW ,|IUX1 .. 
C14JS *I3.<0 ... 
b*3J0 - njo ... 

'40*0 - £» . . 

54410 -1040 
nr no *i2-S3 ... 
I5H.713 1 an . 
5JJJ0 - ’40 
21SP3 . m .. 

341 JO • QJO ... 


UK ijpporruntty 2MJO 
Eun, Opportunity JO.X2D 
Kanh tuner Opp SOjaO 
Far East Opp 3NJ0 

Cwin hopSrr I I7UO 
CU PmpSerl 21340 
Fired (M 237.10 

Cash |J1» 

Overseas 282JO 

FOmKTty las 
M uitnl Fund 4.H.K 
UK Esuhy KB JO 

Property «210 

Money MJrtrt 272.70 
FUed UiKWSI >44 JO 

J4PBT **J0 

North America 23J.7n 
InmriaUoml *»«t0 
European 37S.IO 

Far Us* 157.10 

CANADA LIFE 

2-*» U lpb sum Potters 
01707 H122 

Eijolty Gnmui 7 2K2S0 

Managed 41150 

Propwy JA70 

cm a Fid tu 275J0 
EqaBy umh 

cab 2.12.0 

Cure Euro Msd 47*40 
CUIe IdU Fd “»1W 
Moiupa] Fund nuo 
Property Fund 5W-TL 
E*|ull> Fund I2S12P 
CIII Edged Fd 72080 
Deposit Fund 3*040 
Innaunenl Fd SJi« 
Inirnunooal o2I5d 


cm OF WESTMINSTER ASSURANCE 
Soon Home. 500 Arrhorj EM 
MBtoa Krjan MKSZSV. OMStttlH 

PropenyFronJ i;i«o ikji n . 

Managed Fund :®tW 5Si50 *10.70 . . 

Fipdiy Fund 4T2-tn 407 211 • 5JU .. 

CLERICAL MEDICAL/FIDELITY 
INVESTMEYTS 

\antn Plain. Bristol BS2QJH. HI7UMSM 
usunixv Fundi 

iaptduneMtod J57.'» j7Dn - «oci ... 

Ruby 2U7JO > 250 

Emerald (s<M in.** - 1» 

Enulty 410*1 4fj 10 . sj> ... 

Propers :*JJn 25*20 . coo . 

Clh a need ini iwno 2Si 40 • 2.-K1 

IndnedSecs lutUu 200W • 2*0 . 

Cash JU 10 21380 -aid..! 

NUl Ancient ’JSH .153*0 *1250 ... 

Fax Las: 2M2Q ftft M - *« 

roierautonal 2Sbra m.10 • s.uo ., 

special SUS ' 47 *l* 0 5DI.ro • 3JO .. | 
Ttltl Income TW XI 10 .500 

European 4^20 457.10 • t,ao ., 

Japanese llOTO 11**0 • 4_*i . 

St Ails 422.113 44MOO - 0.50 ... 

Wl* Prollb rwefl E'Mnu - djo 

■dr* spec I mui twinO * oja .. 

Fleuok Bolnanent Plans Fundi 

MIVsJ 41U.U 442.10 • ecu . 

E^olrt. S34JJ teifti . 410 . 

Property 2JM0 a/.ro •djo ... 

Gilianjudiat ?ir.« ss*3 - i«o 

indaUnLcd 235.lu 2iS.°o - j*» ... 

C«sh 27880 2<JVP ■ 010 ... 

*’*) Arwrtaui 424 W 447 on .’I TO 

FarEjnAa: 2>W>»1 ?|5.7U • 4.3W ... 

Irtnnalkrtral Are Jfe’.TO SSLdO » gj£ . 

special5115 7|t7IO 7*7ru * 7.*0 

CumproTt Flex h.l?:o dW23 *1140 


Index llokai 
Cash 

Kelt ATtertcun 

FarEjn Az 


■Co-lr.mX 22*320 ,*)4?n . t,TO ... 

Manoi-.ed *= **aStJ wrl.il . 7® 

-du-JidJuI 405® 423<P > 4® 

Motlrt AS Until jDJu - OJfl ... 

Pr.'Serr;. Aft rjirw jwro . ojo 

■ivinitm I<7i70 otjo . 

VK-;C3KC 417.in 4W 10 ,1150 ... 

Fa/EdMGs-./i 2&7« 28153 • a 10 . . 

Flttarsaal VC WW 52S<*I *570 

RL'Atruoi 55*i: Fsx® . cro ... 

Japan ecr. 2II.7Q iXua* *l0iO ... 

Instatrkcr U*dh ZOI 10 . 4.13 ... 

leiiurr«C 34010 354.10 • 4aW . . 

SpKIjIMIsAlX 34*01 3M.JU ran ... 

IntiTclOAK raw 2DZM .440 

BUCK HORSE LIFE 

MaudNum Home. Cbdtam. Krai ML44JF 

01134 KHQ00 

TT-.S MilUJCd Fd W7J* W7J« ’ItSI ... 
lixamrntrJ ou.lt, WZM • 7x» .. 
U&alnsnn Kfa® WX 40 ,|| 7; 

Wortdv.de Clh jniln (*C72 *10115 .. 

EJlxnredFand «****• *«L4fr - tM ... 

irohrcnsBisa-. tit le cn.72 - li, .. 

5.Aawscatrt vn.<u Siijx .10.95 . 

PJCL'C Ruin *4902 4721* • 4,77 ... 

Gtmut onrrrtb I/Ml Zfi-H - 141 

JapanCrowOl 14452 152.14 .4® ... 

nmrtiab/s zrs-t zwj/i * ur ... 

Croiil tun*0th IT*»3* USU . ilO . 

Property Fund 4Z7.U 4441»2 • 0.42 ... 

FUfd imrml JT4 35 JHJ2 - U2 ... 

UsnFntnl J07.7S SJ.M .Oil ... 

M« ruled IW 3V5.I; nSt® • 722 .. 

s:i‘i4nwrBi!xr. 114m 130.73 -.ui ... 

AUrunFand 

57aru*(edCBJl 5+LU3 S73J0 *090 . . 

BRnWNlA 

50 Battss-efl 54 Claspcw C2 6HR 
01412182000 

M4S3U.rsl Prt aljnu - I® . 

Fartctmanee Plus 24 C JD 2S04C- . 2.70 

Ktl/I ProlP I^rt 1UJO 2CIJ0 • CLIO 


COLONIAL MUTUAL CROUP 
Catoflkri Mmud time, ctautm* MuMnc. 
Krar MF44V3. Ofc.<4 890 000 

(OniSii. Ktry i inw .. • * i« . 

■sJoPjCtmalrrl 2)1.?4 *112* . . 

-du-CXtA 21*73 Z.9L2I *01.1 . 

sloEqulnt WiI-32 71771 • uOr, ... 

UO-TvUzt Cl«| 4 If Ob -445 . 

-do- Uan3t,Td «i.<47 517*6 . 62* .. 

■dt— Properly JM<« j**! 9 - Mb 

IPmsI- Cash Cap 215.56 2ll>.4| -0177 

slu-Cash tro .(40*11 358.ro . tj»i .. 

-d»-LqiliiyCjp 11*22 11MI7 .2546 ... 

■di>C*JJU7> IM L2WH tJOJJ -4L2: ... 
-iu-RiedCap 4Had 478*2 * SJb ... 

do Flirt Un: J|*.5» ;Sd-j . sn . 

-do-lmtotap I't.u urns • in ... 

•the iRdn lira >46.43 J04/" *641 . 

slOMnsdCap 719 r l IS7.W * 6.S1 .. 

-49-MlTgdlnv Liu: 11197 -1544 .. 

COMMERCIAL UNION 

St Hriaft. 1 I’adcnfaiL EC3 0171153 7500 

Vaj-AraArr(5>; wnjj - 1.01 ... 

VaxAIUl |5H |I.V|5 -Ml . 

Prtrnts 5U*T4]frt 495J1 52* » . 4 Jft .. 
mme L 8 Equity 64i.pi «5*o . ju 
PTORr In* Etidljr a4i« 360.50 • T.10 . .. 
ntltp- Property S:-«J 2 f.:rv . fl2D 
Ptlmts Fullin 164-53 2X2.U , LV .. 

Paine Inda-Lal i92jo iC50 - L50 

Prim.-. Cash 223.13 234.70 • 020 . 

CONFEDERATION LIFE 

liaor »ay. (ten* scizvV 

01 438744m) 

MllUErdFund 134520 HlbOO .Ifcfl ... 
EquHVJI 201IJU 2H»IU *34 70 . 

Furcirrao wr’Alrdtm 

EAGLE STAR LIFE ASSURANCE 
.Vlnatprflkr Driie. OKhenlwro, GLS371Q 
0U422SII 

Ufi)7URd2 

il'WbTUl'SVrS 11120 •• -AM . 

5«ure i2) I KKJH . . • 010 ... 

MirupedUi: 1E60 .. *020 .. 

EwrL-v Mnpd nii 120.M ... *0.711 .. 

Adventurous a! Him . . .ora ... 


SMrmged 

Depnu 

PropertT 

Amertaa 

AtzmlUn 

European 

Income Acc 

■do-pw 

InTtmadnool 


Wily Yld 

_ Bid ewirr % 

Brt5tt,i*woicit im«3 .aio ... 

EflulVHlIdSI 2)6.40 3I1W . 1.70 ... 
Managed51 s»sjo juxao . ijo ... 
Adventurous SI 233.40 245.70 - IJO ... 
Mtmeced ID l-HJO 2)910 * IXD ... 
Pcnston Funds 

oa/rwfui Pits is t naoo ... *021.., 

Secure ft * 107.10 ... . aio ... 

Muuieedtar HB.ia . . * arc ... 

EquityMnpd 12* 1 II9J0 ... -run ... 
AdieraurouiB) 1 iwai • in* ... 

Brtnpl AWrnnil KH.40 ... . 0120 

EAGLE STAR)MIDLAND 

B0 Si MV7 Am. Loudon Ed 81719291111 

CaefclMM ua J7K.D 39ZoO . 260 001 

FRIENDS’ PROVIDENT 

CasOe sum. saSahay. WBb SPl SSH 

01722413366 

Managed 387.90 40440 . 4-30 ... 

UK Equity 5PUD 567o0 . >90 ... 

Sicraaidsillp 487JO 51301 . 030 ... 

Ovetvsai EquBr J5SJ3 173.13 . 770 ... 

SormAmerican 719.70 JJJJ0 • 7J*> ... 

PadOcBasin iToJP 15SJO .1.70 ... 

European JTJXi J5090 . 6J3 .. 

property IBbJu iwl4o - 020 ... 

FUed Inarron 281X80 29560 - 2J0 ... 

fn** Unlmf r"ZJU 3X5*0 . un ... 

Cash 21*50 23010 -OIO ... 

F? LUr Anoruicr a NM 

FUed Intrresl 91840 MUD .790 ... 

Managrd SoljQ rabrt .iolpo ... 

Dewnu T73JO 30.13 - a-FJ ... 

PropcrtT 528-70 55«0 - OTP ... 

Amertan 9w» bJI.30 .2390 ... 

Australian 655.10 6W«U .1X50 

European 779.90 mu *15.10 ... 

income acc roxao 100400 • 940 .. 

-do-Chst 52080 554*0 . bMJ 4M 

Inrematlunal J7.U0 P*2iD . 800 ... 

fapansroallR 346.40 >460 * 990 ... 

SlnqjpuKS, Val 44IJ0 464.70 . 200... 

smaller Ok SM20 558.10 . 3*43 . . 

ToltyoFund 5*200 57050 -2080 ... 

UXEHUhT 739*0 71S» . 9JO ... 

CEMVonsdME «2IJO 9WTU - ojp ... 

GT GLOBAL FUND MGMT LTD 

Afcaa G ate. |4di Fir. 125 London Waft. Land 

EC2YSA5. 017171045*' 

tiT Plan Fir East 0 357.73 * 090 ... 

GT Plan wwtdc 58X80 014*0 .1X90 . . 

GAN LIFE a PENSIONS 

Gap Home. Harim. Em 

CM2D2EW. 07279*2*2*2 

ronfullu MX 817.1) 817.90 .1110... 

■dc.IrtvA HI7.80 MX*) -11*0 ... 

I'KEuulty S22JD 549 51 . Q i30 

GUI Plus 230.90 24X10 - IJO ... 

Managed 37040 .<4300 . xao .. 

GENERAL ACCIDENT 
2 Roupcr St York YOl IHR 01904*28982 
suiacrd 2»oi a 2 .u 1 - ue ... 

lOUMnlPMtH IPOD IU/JO . 0.V 

UK Equity 3T9.H) POD . 3 90 

FUed HU ZZSJW 23T«i . 2.40 ... 

litdex-LinXed lieu i<aL40 . 110 

Cash Deportt IWCM 111511 *010 

PTOpciTS 18X10 [8X70 * 020 .. 

International room 21 iro • tm 

^tnertam 237.30 249.70 * aco .„ 

■Upon 193 4U TOJO -1)10.. 

lapan smilr ctn 198.10 roil. 40 . 4*0 .. 

Euroocan 230JO 24250 .544) ... 

PUIGe FlfBi] IS JO J4X«I . u qg 

Oint Lite 04)90 loQH . |« / 

FintiwU Pan Idem Mural 

MarwiKdOrt P'l.PJ n£UKl • 7<0 ... 

Maupri I e mil .7715c vj 1 in . ^ __ 

EUUC7 Old 955J0 I0UJU) . Q.9D . 

Equln InU S—.m i L i|.«i . s.mj . 

1-LlnkedGIII Ofd SUi 24I.9Q . }« 

1-UnXrtGlBinii rW70 1110 . 

Llro Equity cm] Meto arair .10 iu 

Uwai Equh> Irui 2K540 21X20 . n.O 

Pwperrjow a>o*j »l«j . a_n 

PJapcrrinJ: 17940 ist/gj 

Flirt irs tiro tfi.ra j47.ro - xw .1, 

FUMlimiot 237 j) 2i*iq ,2io 

Daposuartl 22-1W ZJnTn . n J3 

Deposit initial i4iju luu . . 

CUARDLVN ROYAL EXCHANGE 
Rojal EnVany London LCL 01712087101 
AnnspOdl *83*0 92HJT ... . 

Uu-jpclJllllLlI 5W70 Fuji, - 7® . 

-40-AIT 838*0 MZJW >1223 

FejUh*WUUl >4)3 K^SC -Idla} ... 

tkeAce tra*i l*241(j .inm .. 

FinedirttlBinnl 4AU3 'lira .ara 

-do-AC 728 40 7l*ra - ,-JU ... 

loti iotoal *1370 Mara -nco .. 

-da-ACC WlJQ SI 0281 .null 

SOI AB» IDULll 264K 27PI.JO • JUl) . 


UK Equity 
FUed ||U 

Index-iinked 
Cash Dejvrti 
Pro pert} 
International 
ARKrtaD 
Japan 


■drt-itr 

rad He laKoi 

-40-A4X 


M !*> -ItJO . 
21X20 224« • 5.B 
US 303.10 * 7.10 ... 


Prnpcm initial tSk» 1*1*) 

-dU-ABC 27K 31 JUJU 

lnda-LnXd inui 174.10 iajjo -2.ra ... 
-dt> Air 23140 249J8I * 4.10 . 

DepoiIt Initial ar--w 21*40 .. 

-Jo-ATT 308.10 J242U r 0J0 .. 

earn Initial IUJQ ij*jp *230.. 

-dn-Ati t*hM 17S.C • 3J0 . 


U-fHimM 

FUundaPan 31 

Balanced 31. 

ORURWCr 32 

Depwll 2S. 

Pension Funds 
Foandannr. 52 24 

Balanced 52 24 

Opportnn&y52 24 

DepusO 52 22 


HAMBRO ASSURED 
Harbour Home FortajJ Pnstoa. 
PR3 2PJL 01772 S40000 
Managed 209J0 23L30 - 

-do-Paw 2M90 284.10 * 

UK Equity 226.10 237.90 * 

4*0-tan 274(0 asja - 

[nienudcuul 174.10 183.20 * 

-do-pens 193-80 204X0 - 

Depasll 151X0 156.90 . 

-At-PCI» 18120 193JD * 


HILL SAMUEL LIFE 

NLA Tower. Atfafiseaubr Read. Clwjdoa 

OBf 4M43S5 

Security Fond 7L230 75380 .1.10 ... 

BitttSll FllDd 73)80 77620 *610 ... 

UaenuUonal 950.90 68S-® *12® ... 

Dollar Fund -611.70 947AO -1660 ... 

Capual Fund 6J9J0 6S5J0 -AIO... 

incomeFtuai «Mo wuo *6*0 ... 

Propeny Series A 511.90 541.70 • iB3 490 
Propntyumts 851.90 **L50 -AID ... 

FltuncUl Fund 88222) 934X0 *19.30 . . 

Managed So A <*4XJ0 723L90 » 7.70 ... 

ManagedLtnn 1234.70 1299.7D *1113 ... 

Higb Yield Fund 812JOO BS9J0 *710... 

Money Scrta A 315.10 33130 .OJO ... 

Mtmer volts til. to WJO • OJO 

EquityFncd PE. 10 B38JO .680 ... 
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Clearance delay 
costs money 

%°m Mr M. /. Hutchinson 
Sjt. Just imagine a world 
where you could access your 
qgposit/current accounts nwk- 
mg prompt transfers of funds 
b etween them to maximise the 
interest earnings ... The per- 
cephon of faster settlement 
and automation of financial 
tfansacnons-supported both 
increasingly sophisti¬ 
cated investors and electronic 
access to accounts via tele¬ 
phone banking and the 
Internet — is very often no 
more than an illusion. 

My wife operates a Chelsea 
Classic Account. Much is right 
with this account, but one 
major irritation is the tan to 12 
calendar days required for 
cheque deposit funds to be¬ 
come available far subsequent 
cheque-writing. 

• She recently posted a depos¬ 
it- Six days later she p os ted 
Ryo cheque payments (to be 
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drawn against the funds de¬ 
posited). These payments 
bounced, costing her £20 from 
the payees, who passed an the 
incremental administrative 
charges. A third cheque posted 
three days after the initial 


deposit cost another £15. 

She wrote to the chairman 
pf the Chelsea who, disap¬ 
pointingly but perhaps not 
surprisingly, offered her no 
more than explanations of the 
accounts terms and condi¬ 


tions. Apparently, a distinc¬ 
tion must be made between 
the typical three to four-day 
cheoue clearance within the 
banking world and the longer 
“clearance period” operated 
by several building societies. 
This Ianer period allows for 
posable subsequent “receipt 
of notification of dishonour 
from their respective banks", 
whereas banks routinely re¬ 
ceive notification of clearance 
within tiie mainstream of the 
UK dearing bank system. 

The lessons are dear. High¬ 
er interesT earnings offered an 
some accounts can easily be 
offset by unexpected charges if 
customers do not have a full 
understanding of their ac¬ 
counts’ operations. Secondly, 
building societies -are not al¬ 
ways the good guys when 
compared with banks. 

Yours faithfully, 

M. HUTCHINSON, 

The Arches Bam, 

11, Lower Road. 
Woolavington, 

Nr Bridgwater. Somerset 


Insurance companies and terminal bonuses on endowment policies Service lacking 


from Mr LIC. Brown 
Sir. a great deal has been 
made of the “maturity value of 
endowment policies" problem. 
A major obstacle of determin¬ 
ing the potential final outcome 
of an endowment polity and, 
indeed, in attempting to deter¬ 
mine the benefit or otherwise 
of a move, change or termina¬ 
tion of an endowment is the 
fact that insurers wall not 
provide a forecast of the 
possible “terminal bonus” 

-Can anybody provide a 
logical explanation, rather 
than a “legal reason” why 
insurance companies are ei¬ 
ther unable or unwilling to 
provide a projection of what 
the potential/possible/ 
probable “terminal bonus" 
might be. 

Since this portion of the 
policy can ultimately “make or 


break" the investment, it 
would seem perfectly logical to 
expect a meaningful projec¬ 
tion of both the annual and 
terminal bonuses. Annual 
bonus projections are permit¬ 
ted, within given 1 units and 
restrictions. Why is it appar¬ 
ently impossible to do tile 
same for the terminal bonus, 
especially on those policies 
which have already been in 
place for some time, and 
therefore have a history? 

With the wealth of statistical 
data available today, along¬ 
side current technology and 
computing power, there is no 
reason why this particular 
portion of such an investment 
should be excluded from the 
general ability to provide a 

meaningful forecast. • 

I have yet to secure any 
reasonable explanation from 


any source as to why the 
current position should be so. 
All that is given is waffle, 
hiding behind the facade of 
“we are not permitted to 
provide those figures .. ”, 
without any reasonable or 
logical explanation as to wfry. 
What does the insurance in¬ 
dustry have to hide? Hiding 
behind “policy" or “the law" 
without bang able to justify 
that policy, or provide a logical 
expiantibn behind the law is a 
sure sign (hat something is 
wrong! 

Perhaps this is where our 
conversion “bonuses” will be 
coming from! 

Yours faithfully, 

LEE BROWN, 

28 Highfieid Road, 

Flackwell Heath. 

High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire. 


From MrR. Breckmon 
Sir, Not once but twice in the 
past month I have asked 
Lloyds Bank to make a trans¬ 
fer from ray deposit account to 
cover a cheque payable on my 
current account. Twice ir has 
failed to carry out my instruc¬ 
tions. This has meant my 
account going into overdraft, 
with the inevitable interest 
and charges, apologies and 
cancellation. 

t am now told the bank has 
no facilities to effect such a 
simple monitoring procedure. 
Whatever happened to ser¬ 
vice? Why are the banks so 
arrogant as to assume we do 
not need it? 

Yours faithfully, 

ROBERT BRECKMAN, 
Brockman & Company 
Chartered Accountants, 

49 South Motion Street, Wl. 


Vote on Halifax conversion was made with incomplete knowledge Tax assessments 


From MrsJ. Champ ness 

Sir. You can imagine my 
surprise when I read your 
report on overseas members of 
the Halifax Building Society 
(February I) who would not 
.benefit from the forthcoming 
conversion of the society. 

This told me that Dutch 
residents were excluded from 
the bonus because of “onerous 
'local laws regulating shares" 
which made ft “not worth 
paying out to a small number 
'of- members”, while others 
living in places as diverse as 
United Arab Emirates and 


Singapore would benefit I 
have never been informed by 
the Halifax that as a resident 
of Holland. I am nor eligible 
for the conversion payout 

I am particularly angry 
because the society sent the 
voting papers to me, which 1 
duly completed and returned. 
Consequently. I believe that I 
was misled, as. I made ray 
derision based on incomplete 
information. 

My vote would certainly 
have gone the other way. as I 
was a reluctant “yes" vote in 
the first place. 

.. Whe&Welephoned the Hali¬ 
fax,' } was initially fold that 
fe^-to^^^Sngabout the 
exclusion of Dutch residents. 


I persisted and finally re¬ 
ceived a confirmation from the 
conversion department that 
we would be left out 
Although it is possible to 
change your address to one in 
the UK before conversion, so 
qualifying for a payout, it 
would not be possible for me 
to make such an alteration as l 
would be resident in Holland 
on the conversion date. Fur¬ 
thermore, as my interest is 
paid gross, I can hardly claim 
that l live anywhere else. 

Yours fefthfclfy. 

JUDITH CHAMPNESS. 

Jan van Crieckenbeeklaan 6, 
5671 ED Nuenen, 

The Netherlands. 



From Mr S. E. Boucher 
Sir, I can support the daim 
made by Mr L. How (Week¬ 
end Money letters, Ftebruary 1) 
that half the income tax as¬ 
sessments issued by the In¬ 
land. Revenue are wrong. In 
tile past six years. I have 
received only one correct as¬ 
sessment This year one of my 
sources of income has been 
taxed twice, once in a Schedule 
E assessment and once in a 
Schedule D assessment not¬ 
withstanding that I sent a 
certificate of tax’paid with my 
annual return. 

Yours faithfully. 

S. BOUCHER. 

60 Old Roselyon Crescent, 

St BUoey; Par. Cornwall 

Letters or information for 
Weekend Money may be 
sent by fax to 0171-782 5082. 
Letters should include a 
daytime telephone number. 
The Times regrets it cannot 
always give individual re¬ 
plies or advice and asks that 
original documents are not 
sent in. No legal responsi¬ 
bility can be accepted for 
advice in these columns and 
independent professional 
advice should be sought 
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Have you got your PEP yet? 

.. Jf not, now’s the time to take 
unbiased advice. 

Investor Intelligence,. one of the 
UJC's largest groups of independent 
financial advisers, can help you. 
Return the Freepost coupon or call 
FREE anytime on ' 

0800 19 - 20-21 

or return the Freepost coupon. 

Itffefcuikallfl 

INVESTOR 

intelligence 
Y ou’d be weft advised to contact os 





personal PENSIONS 

Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paying a penalty? 


. You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
co change ft. 

Penalties for eariy retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
cbeir personal pension plans, should you wish to make 


Happily, The Equitable life has never paid commis s io n 
to third parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don’r have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
eariy, your benefits would be exactly the same as if you had 
rhrtcyn that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U-K.. 

If you’d Eke to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equftable.co.uk 

lafocmstioo/advicewiD only be given on Equable group praduos 
Regulated bydw Personal Investment Authority 
vts toun»«£urE.nssrcstuuscN sneer, AXi£sunr.BucxiSGiujtaasEunt tm 


l T«T1« Equable Life. FREEPOST. Wilton Sum. AYLESBURY. Bock* HF21 7BR 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


WHEN WE 


SAY UP TO 7 . 00 % 


OUR WORD 


IS OUR BOND. 


2 YEAR FIXED RATE BOND 

£25,000+ 7.00% 6.78% ■***^ 

_ —I _ ^ 

£1,000-£24,999 6.75% I 6.55% I t j 

----— 1 - 

Invest as little as £1,000 up to £500,000 and $ 

you can get a guaranteed return for 2 years with the 
flexibility of monthly or annual interest payments. ^ * 

You wiJJ appreciate that no withdrawals can be I 
made during the 2 year fixed rate period. * 

This offer Is limited and may be withdrawn at any S 

time, so send in the coupon with your cheque today \ 
to Woolwich Building Society, FREEPOST (DT98), a | 
Kingswood House, Sidcup, Kent DA14 4BR. \j 

Alternatively, call in to your Woolwich branch or call 
us free anytime on 0800 22 22 00 quoting ref: TE152. 

For your security, telephone conversations may be 
recorded. 

htto://«wviwootwich.co.uk/wootwich ■£, 

M 

Get much mace with the lll'chrick 

WOOLWICH 00 


'«*■ % 
t V? 
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Wootwrcfi Bulking Society FREEPOST (DT08), Kfigswood House. Sidcup. Kent DAM 40R 


i/Wb enclose I 


. u Invest In a Woohwcfi 2 year fixed Rate Bona imin £L000). 


Cheques made payable lo Woolwich Building Society, imerasi to be paid 
ani\oally/monthly (delete as appropriate!. 


| Tel ephone 080C 


0800 22 2200 


Mease send me hrttiBi details o) the Wooumch fixed Rate Band.D 
Name lUr/Mn/MuAb)_ 


.Telephone. 
.Signed — 


_ »C1M 1 


-Interest will be payable net of the lower rate of Income tax (currently 20%). or subject to Uie required certification, gross. Where the tax deducted exceeds an Investor's 
lax liability (H any), a claim may be made to the Inland Revenue for repayment at lax. For inomdueis whose income (alls wuntn ihe lower or basic Wx bands, ine lax deducted 
wHl match their liability to tax on the Interest and they will have no more tax to pay on It. Individuals who are liable at the higher rate ot income lax of 40% will have lo pay 
additional tax on the interest to cover the difference between the tax deducted and the higher rate lax due. Rates are fixed for 2 years from the dale the account is opened. 
Interest wffl be calculated dally, from the day of receipt in ihe case of a deposit of cash and from me fourth bank working day after receipt in the case ol a deposit by cheque. 
Proof of Identity may be required. No withdrawals are permitted during me 2 year term. Additional investments are permitted only while this issue ot the Bond is still on oiler. 
Full terms Bid conditions available on request from any Woolwich branch. Woolwich Build mg Society. Corporate HQ. Wailing Street. Bexleyheath. Kent DAE 7RR. 


Spreads easily 


fake a look at your PEP portfolio. 
How much do you invest at home, on 
the UK stockmarket? 

Most of it? All of it? Now ask yourself 


whether this makes sense. 


Of course you can reduce the risk 
of investing too much in one country. 
Simply by diversifying some of your 
investments away from home - in 


overseas markets. 




The Martin Currie 
Global Growth 
PEP Fund. 

High in growth pote nt i al . 
Zowudhaiges. 


So, if you're looking for a tax-free 


That’s what makes our Global Growth break, why not spread your investments 

PEP Fund different It invests in over abroad. With Martin Currie. 




100 companies in some 20 countries. 


Talk to your independent financial 


And it has enjoyed growth of 245%* adviser. Alternatively, complete the coupon 
since its launch two years ago. That or call us on 0500 61 62 65. We'D send 
makes it one of the leading funds in the you details of how you can broaden your 


international growth sector. 


investment horizons - tax free. 


Find out more today. 


Pi ease complete and return this coupon to Martin Currie Unit Trust* Ud. FREEPOST Dunoon. 
Argyll RA23 7UZ. Please send me further information and an application form for the Martin Currie Global 
Growth PEP Ftmd. 


WHPiffO- PLEASE BEMEMBEH THAT PAST PERFORMANCE B NOT NECESSAKtUf A CHUB TO THE ndlVE MARKET VO) CWQICI WNEHENlS MAT CAUSE THE VAUiE (ft THE LNOQKE 

invested when you Define TO sell vmir inis SHUiat mahkeis can be volatile WAS devbwgd 

EwctsSbcwSr raa bsSlauwgtom wnnSbi to westing w these markets is awised. tax relth* oh rps are not wvuwnibed and mw be changed: niEtt value will 

DETENU PM)* IXOJVlDljAL CTRCTfASEANCKS. 

Martin Currie Unit Trusts Ltd. ****** Court, 20 Chstie Tfcmce. Edinburgh EHI 2E&. Regulated by fMRO and the ffersonai Investment Authority. 

• Source: MionpaL Buy u> sell bawl with net intome rt-inrealed 17/11/94 -1/121961. In fterling. 
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EQUITY PRICES 45 


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
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Equities end the week steady 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/earnings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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BREWERIES. PUBS & REST 


DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIALS 
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RACING: O’NEILL’S REJUVENATED CHASER CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FEATHER WEIGHT IN EIDER 

Ivy House appeals in Newcastle test 

V JUUWragEHT 


By Richard Evans 
racing correspondent 

STOCKBROKERS often rely 
on the adage that “the trend is 
your friend" when buying 
shares and the investment 
guideline can prove equally 
profitable in big races — 
notably the Tote Eider Chase 
at Newcastle this afternoon 
(4.10). . . 

A quick examination of the 
credentials held by winners of 
the extended four-mile chase 
during the post decade shows 
they all had good recent form, 
having won one of their previ¬ 
ous two starts, most had been 
successful over 3h miles or 




TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


more, and nearly all had a 
light weight for this contest 
However, the weight argu¬ 
ment could be vulnerable to¬ 
day because this is a below 
standard running of the Eider, 
which should benefit those 
nearer the top of the handicap. 
The three to concentrate on 
are Seven Towers, who won 
over four miles at Kelso last 
month: Parsons Boy, the win¬ 
ner of six of his last seven 
starts over fences: and Ivy 
House, who had a wind 
operation during the summer 
and has regained his confi¬ 
dence over fences. The Jonjo 
O’Neill-trained Ivy House, 
second to Cyborgo a couple of 



Mighty Moss tackles the Colin Davies Persian War Premier Novices’ Hurdle at Chepstow this afternoon 


seasons ago and potentially 
well treated, is preferred at 
generous looking odds. 

In the opening televised race 
at Newcakle (3.00), The Last 
Fling is well handicapped but 
needs to improve his jumping. 
Easby Joker, twice a course 
and distance winner this term, 
was outclassed at Doncaster 
last time: Fivdeigh Builds 
has plenty of pace so the step 
bade in trip on this stiff trade 
should not be an inconve¬ 


nience. His recent Ayr success 
was boosted by the subsequent 
victory of the second. Whisper¬ 
ing SteeL 

Chief Minister is the dear 
form chmee in the novice 
chase C3J3S) but he is without a 
win for 18 months and comes 
from an out-of-form yard. 
Noonan might have beaten 
Bold Boss at Ayr 19 days ago 
but made a bad mistake in his 
first chase. Now 101b better off. 
he is die value selection. 


Livio has been raised 17lb 
for two victories and must 
show further improvement to 
follow up in the Gosforth 
Handicap Hurdle (4.45). Sea 
Victor has taken well to hur¬ 
dles but may be belter suited 
by flat tracks and preference is 
for the game Celestial Choir 
now that she steps up in trip. 

At Warwick, a first attempt 
at an extended 2 h miles 
should suit Beaumont (Z50), 
who won over two miles on the 


Flat and looks potentially well 
treated. However, Lets Be 
Frank can win his fourth race 
this season after being far 
from disgraced in better com¬ 
pany at Uttaxeter a week ago. 

Mulligan is tiie proven per¬ 
former in the novice chase 
(3.20), having won all four 
starts over fences, but the 
leading Arkle Trophy contend¬ 
er may find it difficult giving 
weight to Squire SQk. Andy 
Tumefi's horses are in crack¬ 


ing form and tile former high- 
dass hurdler looked special at 
Newbury eight days ago. 

King Pin is held in high 
regard by Peter Beaumont 
and, with his recent success at 

Ayr having been boosted by 
the subsequent victory of the 
runner-up. Paperising. Ke can 
successfully concede weight 
to his rivals, including Potter’s 
Gale, in the Questor Interna¬ 
tional Novices’ Trial Hurdle 

(3-55)- 

Maamur, off the track since 
winning at the Cheltenham 
Festival, may be worth oppos¬ 
ing with top weight aver a trip 
short of Iris best in the Michael 
Ifege Finance Chase (430). 


Nap: AN C EXPRESS 
(2.45 Chepstow) 

Next best: Aronnd The Gale 

(4.30 Warwick) 


Senor El Betrutti is a bit of a 
thinker nowadays and 
Around The Gale looks well 
treated on Ids handicapdebut. 

At Chepstow, the soft 
ground will suit Anzom in a 
competitive opener (1.15) and 
he is marginally preferred to 
Cadougold and Brave Torna¬ 
do, who is well treated cm his 
form of two years ago and 
should appreciate today's 
longer distance. 

Beds life is turning into a 
Chepstow specialist, having 
won all four starts at the 
Welsh trade, and he can oblige 
a gain at the main expense of 
the mud-loving Air Shot. 
Boardroom Shuffle should 
maintain his unbeaten record 
in the Colin Davies Persian 
Way Premier Novices’ Hurdle 
(2.15) and justify his Champi¬ 
on Hurdle entry. 





1.15 Cadougold 
1.45 Beds Life 

2.15 Harbour Island 


THUNDERER 

ZA5 Nazzaro 
3.15 Princefijl 
3.50 Cyborg o 
4.25 Bankhead 


The Times Private Handicappar's top rating: 
2.15 BOARDROOM SHUFFLE. 


GOING: SOFT 


SIS 


1.15 M A N GROUP HURDLE 

(Limited handicap: £7,022:2m 4f IIDyd) (12 runners) 


41-6F45 HOMECOJNUES29(to-GS]fluorCfetiw) DMoW 611-12-D4M«lt« 92 

UMB-1 AWU477(E^)(OdFofsstwstD*diotai6'U-IO-RJahaon 93 

65113-0 STORM DAMAGE 7 (R5) (Sum DjnagtoPNitoBfcS-l 1-8-0 SMpakr 98 

PZWfl UOanSHE3tS)(ARt2p^NTiBlaa4M«sr-1ia..CUswBja - 

050-201 KAMSTH0F14(aaatARertROW*7-11-7-XAapun(7) 94 

005-300 T7M9IG TWICE 21 MdSnfl6NHBndHS»iB-Tl-6- Rftmrt 94 

253-341 CAOOUGOUJ 70 (GtLF&S) (0 Jotason) U ftps9-11-3-RtaMmfr £ 

20*1)560 DR LEUNT 7 (G) (P Email P Home 6 - 11-0 ...G Turney 96 

1166/0-5 BRAVETORNADO14(51 (tabsB&rt)6Mag8-10-12..BFofca 90 

DQZ110- LYBeGEYES313 (D-GS) (R HeriMetl) WG MInner6-10-10-» 

CT11-6P AB8EYSTREET21 (SI (BSs«Htoife)09iowjd 5-169- JOOmxm 92 

1015375 SPAHKUNG COE22 (5) (UnU Hafanj 0 Snood8-10-5-Cl 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
9 

9 

10 

11 

12 

BETTH& 3-1 CrtugftL 4-1 Ani m. 5-1 How Cortes. 7-1 KrtsM. 8-1 Stas Dwge. 10-1 Mourt. 
Ban Tornado 14-1 stars 

199& THTKH6 TWICE 7-10-7 U A Ffegrtd (9-1) N Headers* 10 te 


FORM FOCUS 


HQUE COUNTIES torn 19 40i to 8 to Space 
Tanker m grade R FqMlrg fiflti hantaai hurt 4 
Heuototo 1 2m. goad) peuAnm e sen. AHZUM 
bsa) Bud me bee) m U-mmt hMtaplMrt 
to KayOx* <2m 61. good). KADASTROF beto 
sjrtHeseR 31 K 14-mmo tantHcap nudfe here 
r2m ilCrt. good) *rt BRAVE TORNADO (1» 
better on) and EH I 5b. CADOUGOLD bed 
5pxtii3 ranb 31 m 8-nm> tem t ra p luilta 


ort causa and distance (sol). DR LBJHT11M 
(into 14 to Ftocta in heodiap barter □Ktaa- 
han (2m U good) on p un iBmtoe tat wfib 
WUMSJW1F (9 to wne top 6JH 95 JWJKWG 
TVWCE fflemuflid ABBEY STREET (3b 
Hose oM) puled op. LYKG EVES bad Urten 
Mnor 171 m 7-nnna hnftup huiUe to Hwriord 
(2m 3( tlOycL csffi_pndftnda Start. Marcta 96 
StoecSoa KAOASTRtff 


1.45 FLEDGLING CHASE 

(£6,775 2m 3f 110yd) (5 turners) 


1 1121-6P HAHTFBi LAD 2B (RS) (J9n)Wrc.l FVroan 6-11-12__ _ Rtollrt 

2 12-1631 BELLS LK14 (CD.CLS) (R Grabs! P Hobbs 611-2-G Tanner 

3 060226 U0KTECDT 22(BFS1 (UCund) SUeler6-11-3_.... 

4 123221- M SHOT 288 KLS) (MaP PraaOng) Dlfecftafcon 7-11-0- 

5 4-12351 C0QLRS10|BJAS)(BWeston)PWcftoSs9-11-0. -- 

BETTW& 7-4 WJs L* 9-4 MWien lad. 7-3 Ae Shot 6-1 Mentos*. 10-1 Cute* 

1996. KHGS CHERRY 6-1M B Pert (10-1) H Boeder 3 an 

FORM FOCUS 


Bfem - 
. HJotasae 85 
DBrtdawder 71 


(lAHTiei LAD bed Mr UAvn a n thegrade I 
12-nenei Sui toan* Itonce Ctese d CSeNen- 
.'rur, Qn II goon to sofl) Math 96 BELLS LffE 
bed Sei Tbe FaBh 71 n 1 i-ma bandtap cb» 
tee (2m I UttjtJ good) MOWIECCJT1M12nd d 
:0 to Sea Yhte m notice burfla a Kengrton (2m 


a. good lo tan) on pern ffirn da Otl AF SHOT 
bad Mnnods 141 n 11-nma nonce dsa d 
MertntoidOsiailOjdadJ CDDLRSbed 
Spawn Ugtd 2KI m 4-mmr Mmkap ctaa d 
Ludton (2m 41. good 09 tan). 

Sdedkn 8B15LR 


2.15 C0UN DAWES PBBfAN WAR P1BHB1 NOVICES 
HURDLE (Grade R: £9.735:2m 4f 110yd) (fl nmers) 

1 1-111 BQAHOAOOMSHUHIE21 (FAS)(AWata]iG3tad6-114-PM* 8 

2 1U HARBOUR ELAND 18 PSF^CUJnrtM Pipe 5-11-8-ROmngody 84 

3 34-3127 LAGBTBUDGE7(D,ELS)/ltaEWBgwJDMoW8-11^-DJHefid 77 

4 21-UU2I MAHOWGI4AROUIS11 ffXFfl (MWomaskn HQm«&-11<-RJotnsoa 78 

5 33-1122 MEHTYMOSS21 (C0SF&S)(XHSd^]D(fidzAw8-11-6-MrFHutsby 87 

8 21 nnue TIC MCIS 16 (SMMoEfttertONHrtm 6-11-1- J Osborne 66 

7 1J211B-5 PAMS FASMOr 32 (f AS) (P IWsaO) H Twadn-Danas 6-11-1-TJrOs 63 

8 21124 S0UMT8(SJfDIfartDMMsoa4-11-1_OWgnder 70 

BETTM6: 6-4 BorMhi Stole. 3-1 MM Moo. 4-1 Marttag Umpn, 7-1 Lagen Bridge. 8-1 Hartou 
tsbU. Frtag T)n Fact. 14-1 atm 

19S& JET RULES 6 - 11-8 W Mansion ( 8 - 1 ) Me J Pfewi 15 m 

FORM FOCUS 


BOARDROOM SHUFFLE beet raid's Gab 15H in 
12-rnma mice l unB cap tasde d Odfentan 
Pm II. gad). 

HAR80URELAW bed I* Orista 161 in 14- 
nraai nodca taifla d fbpfadi C 2 m 4L good b 

tan) an penJBraaiB st»t 

IAOB4 B9DGE bad Si Bob 1M1 ki 12-nnw 

mice Mode d Agr (2b> 4L good to rtj. 


MARCWC MARQUIS tad Me Cup IS in 8- 
nmer mice bade d Vtaindr (2m 41 lltaiL 
good k> tan). M6H1Y MOSS tad Ida 61 ki 

15-auwr nonce hudM am bub art (fetm 
(sofl) Nor 96. HOOLW6 THE FACTS tad Kofil 
tan ia hi KMm* oodca tanSe d Fotatooe 
(2m 61 IIM. and to *6). 

Sdaaaac rtefiy moss 


2.45 


ASKHBDS FARM HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.716: 3m 2t 110yd) (16 runners) 

1 F114-HI NAZZARO 29 OLDS) (A Itafeti) W 6 M Twer 8-12-0-R Oowood* 89 

2 B14-23P HAVE TD TM* 30 (BJ=S) (B Kb/} P Mcbdb 9-1241-• R John 19 

3 241024 OAOKS BOY 14 (DJZS} (A PUB 1 It TtSUhOmks 12-77-11- C Uta^a OS 

4 600554- SG&BBtBt 292 (D£S) (M baa) 6 UcCout 11-11-10- D BDdgrtr - 

5 /542/PO S»SR ABKJ1Y 22 (Bj&S) (M Dedn) C Man 11-11-9 - J tape (3) - 

6 PU223-3 PlASnC SPACEAGE 15 (C.D.GS) (G CdseQ J W 14-11-4- B Upton B 

7 U11W2 A IW C EJPBESS 75 (CJtft IU ffCww) J K 09 9-174- T J Itap* 94 

8 545338 SPUETtaGTW 14 (OGLS) (J Oepd) J Sbrt 9-114-P Hda 93 

9 2M350 DOM SAM0UUI 15 (VS) B ICipdnckS M Pipe 5-114-B tart 90 

10 F411-41 OVBTTK 15 (SlS) a Ktota) A Taart 9-114- l HdWf 94 

17 »4VP TOP BRASS 22 (St (Tep ton Panes) X Safer HM-J Ctton - 

12 5/242U2 R0CXY PARK 18 JS) 77 Grte) G fefeg 11-1M-B Fertn 94 

13 31P-104 SPEOAL ACaUfT!58 (FAS) (T RaVki C Banrt T1-1M— P Hertf (3) 90 

14 61-3B5S HOLY STWG 25 CB.COS) (& MaeEdrt) K TrtBMtort HM. C Unde 83 
» JU- SPACE CAPW 324 (&S) (D SeftaB) Afes V 9cdtoB 9-1M NBb V 9ephns 86 
IB 444564 SHAMA»>KL59f^)(ISaSBairtODSb|RAtoK1M(M> MssSBaraUBrti - 

bag taadop: BoOqr P*t 9-12. Spead Assert 9-11. tar »ng M. Am Gappa 99. SrapM M 
BETTWe 4-16MMe. 6-1A N C tota 7-1 ** *** Spanage. 12-1 Hrt To Tlrt. Spdfcgrt. 
Dorn Saoua. 14-1 arts. 

1996: CLASS OF WC1YTOD 7-1C-10 R Omnodr (114) T Fdata 19 an 


3.15 EUROPEAN BREEDERS Rflffl HADOHAL HUNT NOVICES HWDLE 

(Qualifier. £2^14:2m 110yd) (12 nomers) 


503416 TQUPETOO 32 (CD3F5) (T H T^tsvCete. 6-11-10-C Umfen 87 

BSAIOflEBRlfllO (lbs A HataeS) U Ppe 7-1S-C--C Unde - 

OF 0UCS CASTLE 93 (ASm) PF«c3 6-II4_JFrod - 

H6HIKH TOUCH Ota J Start tans) L Erase* 7-1l4)_-- Hr J Gas** - 

141005 JOtMORUUM 56(0,5) (A Jrtuo)P Water 6-1l-0._-J Osborne 73 

2 UTTIE JAKE 93 $F) fU tacert) N o»ee 7-11-0-- RJobaon - 

UZZYS HTST (Ba whir Raong) B tfitsm 5-H-fl-D Safer (5) - 

7-15 PHMCSU.17 (GLS) (RHBdd&i URJPtan6-1T4-Rfeort 80 

63-40 RHYTHM AAD BLUES 10Z Ml P Qvgacn) R BxUer 7-714-— _8 Port 79 

1CVOO 50UIHERNHAYBOY 15 (BS) (D Cert) Irt SOffimnE-114_BFedOO - 

4124 WBECTBIB(DMtaejj007-114.-OUptoa 0 

2- CUBE HARMONY 343 (taw Batrtl S KWfcsa 5-1M RT 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

BETHNO: 54 Taroeao. 74 PlbeeU. 5-1 Betnwwm 7-1 Ciae Hamtcy. 8-1 ton Rag. 10-1 Jota 
Own. 12-1 dm 

1996; AMBUSSE 5-114 fl O u mcsdy UGC-3) Ifcs S WSks 11 on 


3.50 CUVE GRAHAM NOVICES CHASE (£3.513:3m) (16 runas) 

(Start MJta M24. 


f Bays) N TrtnMs 7-114. 
IP Webb* 7-114 


t2fi4-ii creoRGcrm&gi 
341H2 BUCKHOUSE BOY r ( 

IS CRfiX) BWTG 14 ( __ 

060-216 F000BR0K87 STAR <4 pa (Food fttaei^J 680(0 7-114- 

U46-PP0 BAW/OOUBM J8M flSi flMdJw)SMatar9-1J4-.. 

BEnm RJTURE 301P (GA Kfetan) T Kcrtr 6-114. 

5 CUNTOURA 66 (J Parson) I WUans 9-114- 

BSPfP GOUBT DROPS 2B S) [Uns D tans) A Hobbs 9-114- 
900 GRSBTBDeteRfiE 57 (tax KttamJPXfcta 6-114. 

14 WlOFniABE 22 (BRS) (M SQatakn) OStamod 7-11-1 
0(54 MYSIC MAMM 17 pte C Albnpp) ATtoadl 11-114— 

22 PARAHAK7Y14 (IMtai) 6 Wang 7-114- 

0/31P/ SOUR) GARHB7 In (R (ItaAHrt C tatorn 9-11-1 
2P2-F53 TW B00UY HOUSE 22 ®oc#*y BaidOV SOM 7-H4- 
52P0CVP «MPmaS) MsCRm)MBSMms7-114.. 

SO WWS721GLIGHT 57putas01 VActralaBerl T Footer6-114- Cl 



BETTW& 6-4 Cjtam M Ortfeasi Begr, 7-1 tad***. 14-1 Credo b Mr 07 Ma 16-1 fbadbnba 

Sbr.ZM atm 

19B8: PETE THE PARSON 7-114 U ARzgnM (114) J 0M 3 m 


4.25 


RYOYBt HANDICAP HURDIE 

(£3,716:3m) (12 nmnerc) 


•OrtIPMMrt 70-t24. 

IL Safer) J Sparing 6-11-1— 


i (Us C Edoo} P Bean«-1M. 

I p SadBBOB) N TabtaaMes 8-104., 

JrtJtate6-7IH- 

iWYMtoO RAind 7-10-5. 

" IPHtartsB-HK 


1 IffTFO l@R®BW77p,l 

2 2H1PP1 BAMCHEAD f PLF.I 

3 5W653- UYROSSHaVI 

4 52W240 TEXAW BABY 261 

5 MA VB7YVH.1S(t 

6 253-423 MBSSOKlA. 

7 2122 raRBHX^S CJ, _ __ 

8 0Q4M2- 1* MEBCAWG0* 208 B)(MCtato) DGa^sy 9-104-VSMfey 90 

9 213S4 GJJNGAHHF GH. 64 WU? ® LfeSdrt M Pet 7-104-GTonoey 89 

10 4123/P0 PHtniflOORP77WCE 14 p)0* 1*0Rfind6-104-JFrad - 

11 B-14F10 SCQTHY14®(IfcsE6anfea)RBudta7-104-8Port 80 

12 434QID-5 SHOTLBfQ.61 U Pejod J Pbfe 6-1714—LI-;-- WSDuactp) 

trttoa^GtagrtGM9-72tairtmrnkorMSEoC9r94.SpHt«rt74 . . 

BBtatt 74 talad. 4-1 Mwe i ndr . 9-2 Orth e rt 6-1 Mr Boert. Tta llta c wi Cm. 7-1 firtprt at 
16-1 oOan. 

1908: PLEASURE SHARHI6-114 R Dunoodr (7-1) P Hotta 18 m 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRACERS 

Yfira 

Raa 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Vtmm 

Ms 

• * 

DMtortan 

15 

51 

294 

GETnaney 

3 

17 

23.4 

M Pipe 

bO 

191 

262 

DBridgwta 

20 

76 

2S3 

P Hote 

19 

75 

253 

RDnunuN 

29 

113 

257 

J0W 

7 

32 

219 

CUewSfi 

15 

67 

172 

NTteUvDmta 

21 

102 

206 

PHde 

5 

41 

122 

PHtotoOs 

12 

59 

203 

RJCfeSOTL 

6 

50 

120 

J King 

4 

26 

154 

RFrart 

4 

3B 

105 

tts iPtorun 

S 

34 

14 J 

CMeude 

5 

40 

102 


Master Oats makes return 

MASTER OATS, the 1995 Cheltenham Gold Cup winner, faces 
four other Martell Grand National hopefuls when he makes a 
belated reappearance at Punchestown tomorrow. The Kim 
Bailey-trained gelding, off the track for a year since finishing 
second to Imperial Call in tbe Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup at 
Leopardstawn. carries top weight of 12st in the Ericsson GSM 
Grand National Trial. Master Oats will be reunited with 
Norman Williamson, who is having his first ride for Kim 
Bailey since he split with the trainer last year. 


WARWICK 


1.50 Naw tnn 
2-2D Jet Rutes 

2.50 Beaumont 


THUNDERER 

3.20 Squire SiSc 
3^5 King Pin 
4.30 Around The Gale 
5.00 Light The Fuse 


GUIDE TO OUR IN-UNE RACECARO 


135 113143 GOODTKS 13(BF^GS)(lftfDRotmtaiBHan 124 ___ BWed(7) 39 


SEisad numtar Sta-Tnare tarn (F — ten p — 
7 -&A (9 U —greeted rkter. fl — breogM 
tun S—sfiged i®. R-rtrcrt 0- 
Hong's name. Da in W test 
sini F il fiat. (B — btaHDi V — vrw H — 
tedfl E-EyrtwH C—ceoratome. 0 — 
disasce «>h. CD — count ml dfctomo 


mam. V — beaten Eavwrite m Mrt an). 
Gong 0 ) «tBdl dorse tas wn {F — tan. gmt to 
firm, tad G—good. S—ssfl. good lo so*. 
norfl On n textefe. Tranr. Age god 
wigll Ads pta aof aNw Tta Timas 
Pitas Hnhatea's ranj 


GOING'GOOD 


as 


NYMboau 95 
Al 
PI 


1.50 M&HAEL PAGE GROW HANDICAP HlfflDLE 

(£4.150:2m) (3 furmets) 

11121-5 FTOCMMCH1010XS) (MsKIfib] RRtfVS 7-11-10 

09OTW2»acaaS)WHaB|CltafttorS-r:4- ._ 

•88 TYgrannpR GLAIT14 ro^iCs) rr Bemaan t Eaaaur?-"4-- 

Mlffl NSW Hi 210fl(l Startl SGoBfigs 6-11-2._ Wdael Bm» (3) 93 

G&-4PPF wars CHDSS14 (D^ (H tarti A J VWart 6-164.. .. JCUtay 90 

WFI-W DS»£WMlSaf»pLF^®SWstalTI)WBOBJanes7-JJJ-1 ... Attmtoi 95 

K-2160 SABI CB. 21JD.G5J (Taa Raong) F Jordan 9-104_R Staple 9B 

62142-2 GOUmmgftbfAS)(5PnegJGPnwto-liw.. ._. jRKamap 95 

Lang ta ta cap: Gddmgs 9-12. 

ETTW1- 5-2 rin hn. iw Cacosn. 9-2 Freaiadi. 5*1 Itanai Gde. Gottngo. 10-1 Xfcio'i Ora, 14-1 
Sxc Od '6-1 DtenJa Ytosdt 

1996: G0USCS 9-104 J R Kmagh (7-1) G PtaB 12 no 


2.20 HICHAEL PAS LEGAL NOVICES CHASE 
f£f,i93:3m 20 (6 runners) 


J CataTy 7< 


truRtaM sb 
P Carte** S 


i SfS.SS 1 ??!?, 1 *00Or^ltaTOtoiMwHart*8-11-6 

l 211041 J ETBWES 8ISS) EAdStanm Co UflMttJtaan 7-11-8.. - 

3 wrm ufiPxm ien» u $ mu «7«aaa4»es ro-ir-s. . 

4 2P2-F53 RCBOXEYHOUSE22(TtaBootorBoidi)VSam7-114_ 

5 SfPf TOP IT ALL 1206(C) (PHirtss) P Kims 3-11-2____ D 

6 442-113 WHOLE'S CRUSADER 53 £T.G) (Vh C SbprtW D GWctt] 6-10-11 A 

KTTBW: Ewe W Arts. 11-4 rMnnUnv. 5-1 Cart's Okm 6-1 Cdn Osaian 14-1 Tta Sort* 
*sw. 33-1 TeplA* 

1996.8&WREFWE B-114 S McHeC (5-1) R Ate 3 BB 


2.50 WCHAB.PAaSALSAM>NAHXEnN6HAW))CAP 

HURDLE (£2.434:2m 41110yd) (14 nmers) 


7*14111/ DOUALA60 628 (RCUFS^) (M Pta Rarag 041U Poe MI-12_Ml E«m - 

031134* HOOIMHKER25(D.G){PHcrtiVYJtac6-11-11- ATtaotoa 96 

11-0056 Ume6UWB72grni*artTlR(ta*7-U-1C-RMzny « 

221115 IET5 BE FRANK 7 (CjSiASJtUr.U a**11 aCtoew6-114-NY- “ 

210Q-4P HOODED HAWK 10 (D5F£)(C Haras) HKCrtson 6-n4-JR 

324333 PB1W3EIAD25(U*CWetaBOrJ DIfetolas7-11-2_A _ 

154PPP CMffnAGB78tt)i5(JCM«aDvOTi«sa3^aane3B-lM_0KM - 

RS23-3 BEAUHTTVS W)(PCumghaniJSate7-114-- _ PCrtvy » 

1413& (£H)WOOOP® , PYn55(7S(TL£adbrta13lt37r9-lB-TO_BCBtad - 

KCMne- wncLrt366(5)taBnt^GlieCcai6--:0-a_ R Ss*fc*ne (7) 98 

021040 ULL1HYME 73 tG) OJrsBPallaS) PBann5l|}4_R&n* - 

4P5SZ5 RRSTCLASS23(F)(GAflorB)6tort7-104-ABrtsQ) 93 

P5W- nHGARHB367P(GB4)GMBP7-164_ - 

AWOP-4 CaRCEMBTAU)74AtaMEdtor)REcUa*9-104_UdrtBmna (3) - 

bag tartcap Fmgai Rte 9-7 Crtc Iraatt 8-1 

BCTTMG: 4-1 UBtatak. 9-2 Hooded Hafe.S.1 Pons. Ud-Corttao S -1 Bnoont 10-1 do Rddtag. 


'. 13-1 


1996- AUfZ RIMS 7-124 J R *mfi (2M N ftaitosc » m 

FORM FOCUS 


poUAtASQ beat tart's HekMil h 

JHgapta*atFartfedfflnGT to) to*ft 
HOCWWffl atadW 3rd d 18 to Yes Ite to 
tanfrap tarffe ad UBmeter &i 9 ItOgd. mod to 
rtl m penfenw m Mach 96. IEBIBE 
RUM bat Tta Ctatai's Rbfi li to 13-nnw 
tanflcto hurt tan Cm 31. good b fami on 

pa i gta ti start 


P0BQSE RS) a M d 18 to 9nRcal In hmcb 
hurt Jl Huaasfrtor an l IfM. (pod to sdt)« 
amrttHte steil BEMJMWI «M of 15 to 
TmraDs « mm a taKScta tart tan Rm, 
mod to tail. NO FDOttG «M Urt Cta* S n 
fcmMor rad* hurt if Mate 0n fl 1«W 
sdn ta paadar j a star. 

SrtdOC 1£15 BE FRANC 


3.20 WBiAH. PAGE QtOUP WNQAAUOl NOVICES 

CHASE (Grade IL £11.54a 2m) (4 rurans) 

1 01-1111 MUU»N27m.(L^A^HaataaNrtctsai7-11-12 ..._AMwdrc M 

2 F432-F2 BLAST CASTLE 14 {F)Mtf«iu!i63dans6-!1-S. BOBud 75 

3 1611 P-0 R.YMGBSTfaCTDR70(F5)aaifL./H 1 JP'fcrtfcl7-11-5_RBdhnr - 

4 415541 SOUK SILK 8 (F.&S)(R0gtoir A fuaar 5-11-5.. _. - __PrtMiy @ 

EETTM& H-10 Stan S0L S4 Muffgan. 6-1 Bho Caste. 16-1 FTywc hfirusa 

1908: ARC11C KMSMAN 9-11-5 C Liwe£]fl (M-1C ta) N Tosrt-Owas 4 mi 

FORM FOCUS 


MULLIGAN tm Btaston 97 to toe S-rasa 
onto 1 OBSeoft Ctft Oust to UaprtrtMi (2n 

IL good). 

SJURCASTLE IS 2nd to 10 u Eurfge h umco 
ctaso to Stzrioed (2m 11 llftd. goTO. TUTOG 

RSTOKTOR bai tan* End 9 n 6mttr 

5d^ 

Boastst*** 9 * 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TOWERS 

Wte 

Hn 

l 

JOCKEYS 

tows 

feta 

% 

p mte 

M Pipe 

4 

29 

75 

170 

37 
24 2 

AJtaure 

N raGfeBR 

IB 

12 

g 

712 

no 

D rfidnfa® 

24 

104 

ZLI 

iOOSj 

ikUBsaa 

3 

16 

18 a 

N Henderson 

IT 

W 

m 

3 

17 

17,fi 

A TuneTI 

3 

lb 

30 

J R Kaamgb 

a 

46 

17 4 

lib J Pitoun 

14 

71 

w; 

□ Wtofi 

3 

19 

ISB 


3.55 DUKT0H SfTEIttlATKMAL KOVKXSTTSAL HURDLE 
(£7.100:2m 4f ItOyd) (5 nmers) 

■12 __ 


11-011 IONGPi)21 (DAS) (JFtoUSta) PBauiurt 5-11-12—. 

11 OTteWWUR-M fcG)UWWDIia«*w t-n-B 

R2ZT0 R0C«CUTEUDa(6)(SKeaadi)Ntara4nitiMl4 
(1 Paso) DNctafeSB 8-11-7. 


13-2112 POIlEfTS Wi£21 .. 
8 WUEMCEPEDLER64 


rffi! 

-oivirt as 

- Mtort 95 

SBkntardJIBd 4-104-N Munson 75 


BE7RNG: Eras Hog Pto.3-1 Nog « CmM. 4-1 PertsGrt. 6-1 tarttrt (Jd. 14-1 Utaaoei Padtor 
1986: SbtfLY DASWG 5-11-12 L W|U CM W T Etofebr 7 un 


FORM FOCUS 


KMC PM tato Paperising 31 b 6-nnur nrtee 
tart at *17 (2 b «, good). NN6 OF CAMBjOT 
out Wntor Rose « u S-raone nonce tort at 
Sbtaud (3n llOyfi. good). 


POTTER'S GALE beat Pfe's Qmn 2tRfeiTO- 
inmraoetatartatLBQtatZagoodtosaQ 
an pnritaote dad 
5rtn8uc KMC PH 


4.30 


RDCHAa PAS FINANCE HAHWCAP CHASE 

(£5^98: 2m 41 J (5 formers) 

1 VU1211- MAAICR 340 (CAS) RtaAVRudlTTnata9-124-.'-ATtanwi » 

2 124UOT G8«ALPB7SM14(DlFAa (JWtorJDlfctiobQflT1-H-4___ AMagfei - 

3 18-6P35 S0BRH.BETRUTT114 ST.G5} |SNoC8jMBSN9dUMO-12-KlfltaBU (S 

4 151-121 AROtM)THE GALE99(DAS){TVmRDGNttfe6-104-F 

5 212-223 SOUIHAMmW84 0(/^OtgMRn>GBat*g7-104-BOM 91 

BEtTMC: 7-4 tonl Tta Grt Sooetatart. 3-1 Mbbu. 7-1 Smr BtakiBt 8-16«Bto Pnrtng 

1906. OLD 6RCC6 8446 On (5-1J A tort 7 at 

FORM FOCUS 


IIAAMUR teat (fcgettd Ifisrt 7t fci 
taae at rhntart i an n aon) to sta) 

96. SaiQR EL BBRUTTI21 tflOi to Art lib In 
tanteap etaseto Ctapstou (2w SllOjd good) 


art SBBSH. PB7SMHS ftt rasa off) 7HI 
& ARDUD THE GW ta* Btofcs Star Bln 
nonet dm N Bagof (2s a iiayd. goad). 


5.00 NRCHAB. PAGE NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RAGE (£1.028: 2m) (22) 

2w LflRDfatErrajfiO^.QjFrtfrttatoeijJjrs^iMffitatatoBnnBtoiffi - 
0 BOtXt LEAP 24 Tso Genaubw PtoMrtH PWrtr 5-11-3 Mr A Snout 

CAPTAIN {XIFEPFER (J CaessdQ J OimB 6-11-3-Pt T Egfe 

canc CARROT ft Price] n Pm 5-H-3.--- ay Lnri i 

fiBASffl M»7T (H Mfitanf fl Pita 5-H-3 - Tttatnort, 

HABERtMaQ (R ABaspi tta P W«te 6-11-3-- KMtaii 

0 HIACK IB (lEui ad Mto H MH 6-114-Mr A WMc 

0 tOCSt GEORGE IK ft BbJK Btarfefe M14 -U SdBpta 

o jaw» ik u Brtbr)» *m 6-«4--—- J »a j 

UCHT Dt FUSE ft Utotota) K Bator 5-11-3.. ~—- C Sadder i 

... « C Sate &-H-S__— M Bury i 


RRER OWN AtobBta 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
Id 
1! 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 _ 

H tgjW (ASS (P Wtauurt P Hi— n MO-12. -- il 

T9 0 TAB8RIS MU. 82 (Mn C YSsan) P Refer 6-18-12_;. tk P Seta - 

20 HS5 FTXBMfrtf Storttort J taa* 4-1IW _L Sutara (7) - 

21 PAYPWTSSlMOtaSS (Ma GfeB (jfi C Sort 4-ltM.-. MR D Sort - 

22 P«re? fHHZAC (C ft**) C tar 44W.-.. CfeefTJ- 

BETTM3:3-1 SamuHBtanpin. M Lard Faiey. Ka Pan. 8-1 up Tta Fine. 1M Rbu Dra «-l tans 

I99G: RGYALIBO 4-iM ta T Drunen {7-2 to*] F Dumi (Ff) 24 un 
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b aar crakb ib ft Seag r k» s-u-s — - x aw (h 

SWEET PHWY Mart? CU Pariantop) A Casta 8-11-3.-:-DWtt 

WAR PART <U4» Engtonutogi Mb J Ptaan HI-3-— Mr 6 Brtfe m 

WEAPONS FREE J rtferi-Bmri T Un 6-11-3_— R MBCertg Q 

0 GOOD TRIE DAN& 24 (6ood Tent BhA P WBNr 5-16-12 D Thoms M 
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1^5 Mareflo 
2JS Mate Man 


THUNDERER _ 

3.00 The Last Fling 

335 Boid Boss . _ 

4.10 SEVEN TDWHtS (nap) 

4.45 Sea Victor 


rmirc rmnn fnmn m ^ « p 1 totf jackpot mctg as 


1.25 NOHIHHNI RAMte flWfflniWAL JOCKEYS HAHHCAP WJHIftf 

(£2^67:3m) (20(UVBfs) aw* a 92 
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63-2341 fj(TOTH^ RMo2rt « 

431244 ONEBEST77owa - pl*d*ey 97 

jj ffg S , I SS 5 

ZS £SSSs{»ISRr=i'«S5 3 

ss BBSJag5S?®=Ssisa s 
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, lUnOM JBGMBT0MM1U 
■ 5028P WHAT JM WANTS 


_ 


“iss aHK^;BKi&feSNi===42£fe ? 

120 OoS MRSLOANflpMfflflJJfioIrtT-lWJ- W 

Uwliutaert18brtJp1rtta9-'UL0enlltart»4.rtltai»ArWtato B^ta ^^*- 

Knw& 4-1 Mart EgfeA 5-1 Scuta M W* 7-1 TuWTTofef. 8-1 JW»hra 16-1 few 0«g«. 
12-1 aha. 

1996: CARLEYIAD 8-114 B ItonSng (74 tw) 6 ttotanfa 25 wi 


1.55 NEWSHAM NOVICES HURDLE (£2.484:2m) (19 iwieis) 

6-F4D2I DURAMOIAIDjapSto^TW^rB-U-IO-- 

tO OU4NSO U WMi A»C«d J FfegefedH I-10, 

11-11 MARBJjO B7 (D&Sj QbiMWlfeiBd MuM Marti 6-1™ 

0046 BARTONSMMPZSJttsHCMdSnrttawB-1T-4---- 

0 CHASWG DTOAB 22 (0 ttaNCMW- i “ 

• CRAW BOY IF ©ItojMflNBjuta 7-114--- 0 
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302 
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CHANCE 14 V HMfc) L ImWK 


5-114- 

NngNui 6-114 
5-114-- 


. estnwy - 
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... JSeppte - 
_ MFosav - 
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7W7 AHEAD 17F 
432- GOSPEL SONG 3. 

000324- GRSHRHS11 
NOEL'S LAD 119L 

00 ON THE Off CHANCE it w mmmi «. uw •»-■ - z. - - ~ 

060-40 RDB81TTHE BRAVE 59 (to M Bw ta) J J afeoai 5-T14- EC * a V}». 

Ml HARLEYS TOE 25 ft oRj Mb l J Brtu W-r~,I7jiS 

641200 SBIKWMH0R12MQItaMIMtartWM- E 

S24SH» TOSHBA7AULS3(ToWm (UK) Ud)BQfcu*5-114- TR— 

05 J6SS0IXE11 TO HeeO G IWart 540-13_-_-_-..-A Dtart - 

AHtaCAN St9i 232F ft Ftetohs} M CtataUO 4-10-8...-K B»fe 

DU OIAMONDBEACH 15^d«b1mUflGMB0m4-IM 


TSS : 


N Betaajr - 


«3 JAMAlA"SlG7it"f7iF(PLangnm)MnSLwnynui4-10-8-JAIfeCutoy - 

BETTOR 541fee8o, 74 Dura 5-1 ftfego. 10-1 Gcepto Sang. 14-1 Rr Ahead. 16-1 tagrfs Tta. 20-1 
TBritta 10.25-1 ntoao. 

. 19BR CBtCUS UNE 5-114R taort (54 tor} M Eukiby 21 an 


2.25 LEVY BOARD NOVICES HURDLE (£2.474:2m 4f) (19 nmers) 


301 311 

302 2126-10 

303 301416 

304 Oft 

305 223-30 

308 4644) 

307 604086 

H 304ftP 

310 W445 

311 05 

312 FM 

313 3O004F 

374 63604 

315 024 

816 8-34 

317 000ft 

318 0W0 

319 243P05- 
BETTMR74 
Anud. 14-1 Ttor 


BroSY GRANT 23 . 

SUTIH1AW 32 ,---- stzzz. * 

WAR WHOOP Wjfl (A&Su Mb L Ratal 501-ID- ..I0t Hn 72 

AHKJfiCNE DAHCffl 7 ftjconUiD L Lorgo 7-114- 

BBUtJCBOKS QAsS tUajsj^ JHottOB B-H-t -:-6 Lee I 

CHMtlfY UWBBTT17 (R Mart® J Mart 6-114 _ 

DOTTTHJ.TOM7 (1 Wadto Jrtfe7414---... . 

KN3R.Y2B ft Haow-Htatol MbSmIi feaurHariv 7-114- MFortr - 

LYFDRO CAT 11 ft Bert)) J Brtry 7-114- 

MALTA MAM S U ShftinnO P Chmbroufti 7-114 
NOfOSl MAN 12 (Go# Focdi LM) G TOdort 6-114. 

PAPARAtZD 11 (Mu R PncocMG Mbok 6414. 

PAPPA CHAM B ft Gnu) C Partf 6-114. _ 

PBOLANK FLYB711 Ms M Bkd) J Hufed JolNHi 6-114. 

SHARS) PKK 6 (G BnaUuA) Jfedm 5-114-:-El 

WBJ. ARMS) 196 fftawn BUW PrtmUp Ufl J J (TNeffl 6-114 R 
AHTB3ATES WJJEm (H Bowen) 3 Howd JodrnonS-1V4 
BON* TOG 14 ftonan NM fectogj L (ngo 5-10-13 
RACHAa'SDAWN 287 (F) MsCVrtflJ&e7-10-13 



T Rwd - 
HMotaoey 81 

6-1 SUtaM Mess. 7-1 StaudHtak. 6-1 MrtUfelD-1 ItoFta Man, 12-1 Wta 
16-1 08 HU. 


1996c SWfWMAL 5-11-10 M Dqn (11-8 taa) j 


21 fei 


3.00 BBC RADffl tEWCASTlEBREAKBIST SHOW 
HANDICAP CHASE (£*557:2m 4f) (8 iwnec) 

116605 BEnen*E5AlHD7®,aa(EB^rtGBdart 11-11-12—-AOottta 92 

251145 VAUANTWARMTH 14 fCu/jB^) ftSalMilHtartuit9-11-12:-RGtanfty 07 

17161 IP EASBYJ0KB721 (QLFjRS) (GuctaRQSMBiici9-11-8-PM« 01 

11U13F'm LAST HUG 14 (D/ASW Art®) l*s S Start 7-11-3-RGont 96 

142241 HVHfiGHBlKi)S2lliLDJ\B^MtoLRuneiBliinLlhaeel 10-11-3 MFoster S 

FTMSP AU. IK ACES 58 <P&fflUcHMUiJJ(nUi 161613..-SMeflta - 

12HY34 MTRinH14(ROM*EHBtartSGolfcBs6167-- KG*to IE 

QMT35 CROSS CArtON 60 (F.G)(JYUde)4Yt«tell-10-B-BSnuy ® 


401 

402 

403 


405 

406 

407 
406 

BETTOR 114 Tta Ud tag. 74 Ffcelip Buflfr. 61 &*y Art; 61 Wfed Ytarte. 61 BeOirTm Ahad. 
bTiuft.14-1 ottau. 

1B96; VALIANT WffdOOR 611-6 RGaTOy 11-t (M Honmnd) I3cn 


FORM FOCUS 


BETTB7 TIG AHEAD *ou713MI 50i of 5 to 
Tta GiwMn* to tadcapebra to Arftn If, 
good Nw 96. EASBY JMul tato Deep Ctoetota 
1 VH n 10-wwr fnocfcxp c&ra near course and 
dStance (anoft go pe uM O M to ataL TTC LAST 
HJ1G brtQ»tarti CTu Be m e 1MI to 6-nner 
bn&ap dwell WWirty 41 iwjd, good to 


«n art AU-THE ACES ffifetataerol) 16 MI Sh. 
FNBBGH 8UBJS tato Wlrtwag SW 1»l In 
7-nmer taanUc^i rtass to Ayr (3m IL gaad). M 
TRUTH 14 4b of 6 to Ktanta Mag to nwap 
dan to Wetouby On 4110yd. good) a* VAL- 
TANTWW00R (Sb m ofl) 1«1 58 l 
■■■■Bbbgh BULOG 


3.35 GORDON AHHSTR0N6 WfflES NOVICES CHASE 

(£5,045:2m 110yd) (5 nmets) • 


501 

502 
SCO 
5M 
505 


2S22I1 BOD BOSS 12 
AW14 CROSSH0T1B 


Jftobaa) G Moore 611-13.. 


I (RMcDutad) RMdhnH 1611-0. 


B Stony 80 
KJUMS 79 


206042 DlffMBIBtl4(B» : 4)jBSMil)li)tonnato611-3-RGntty {§ 

4P4540 TNT Bl87EAUCRAT2rpKCtata)SBrea7Bfe*611-3-ADotbln - 


07PY602 N00RAN19(C« 


tYttiAvB 611-3. 


ASSnrt 88 


BEnMR 1VB CMtoMtaMto. H Bold Bra 611* Buwuto, 61 Nunn. 161 CrantaL 
1096: TTCGRETM0NK 611-13 A Detail (1-6 hi) 6 flfttaifc 4 un 

FORM FOCUS 


iWIta 

12 -nmer lartretaR to over ooao »d c 

(nod) tah CROSSHOT pOb beta aBI 187. 

fffflSSHOT feta Cm Pohd 71 in 7-nmou U*- 
ajr cfcese aw conoaod dhtaue 6ywfl oa 
□nttntoa start 

OOEFIWSTER 1K)tadof6toCto8yttagto 


noaia dan to Wetoby <2m 4 ilOjd, gnoQ. 
UR BUREAUCRAT 12VH 4dr dl 7 to Tejmo Sold 
h)tau9apburttolfeBBtu(2in.ao6)aipenul- 
Bnato itat HOORAH abort iSf M d 8 to Fen 
Tariff in tataag hurt to Kttoo (bn riflyt 
to firm) few 96. 


4.10 TOTE BDB1 HANDICAP CHASE 

(£22,053:4m in nzronrere) 

601 11F-5P5 KBJJESHMM 

6® iiF6ii ssroniwasa 
603 111611 PARSONS BOY 77 
6M 3ftS04 C0LEH BOY21 (V, 

SB M732-10 PBKGH29BL0/, 

606 4PPF4P EROKTUNE 

607 F1PC3-3 MATT ROD 14 

08 PC0-43F SteBRWGH 

04417J1 rmmsETt 
4444 KUOjGMT 

t EBINTSBROOKli 
324S1F PBMNEPHDE3Z 


.H Manas Tl-1141_ 

Ota EMuny) Us M Rwtony 6114. 

GRttanto6l14_ 

Mn 3 GoodMM 11-1042_ 


SCuiw - 
— PMm 96 
A Dobbin 91 
ASSort 97 


UFuncaMHaDBwtol040-4„-R&ntoy 92 

ntaJJaiHI- 


610 

611 

812 


JJ OMB46I. 


Mb JGeedhitoo 1610-0. 

(Rtan^CU) KCS9 K EUay 61041L 


RGoett B5 
K&tae 90 
SMcNnR 86 

RMtactohfS) 


JAMcCutiy 85 

QtaWHwnmirt)MHwenuet 1610-0_DDenBey 92 

Ln« Irafeeft rtttoga 6ia Qtoft Bnta ^ fenote Prife 65 

BETTOR 61 Sewn Tooeu. 74 Dn*TS Brant; 61 Ito ee Boy, 61 lay Hone. 161 Krtstai. 12-1 Stt 
Emrt. fectogan. T6l oMs. 

1990: KB1ESW16611S Cum (61) H Ume 15 m 

FORM FOCUS 


SEVEN TOWERS b« Muv4hip 4I to 13-raoncr 


■udc.in I6ranar bndtni tbfee to Qrtsia (ten. 
on pntoBmtoK staL art PTO»e pfltDE 
rt« taj in 4ti and SEVBi TOWB7S (ifc 

TO 2w SBL WY HOUSE tato Wbadtaek 


tar 51 to 16norar tonfeap chase to IMM 

toJS«mff ante tone to ToKofer (Zm A 
jSScitoK WY HOUSE 


4.4 5 GOSFOimt HANDICAP HURDU 

(£6,938:2m 41) (11 mmers) 

111442 T0MBR0DC14 
11164U TURHPtxE 12 
51-3548 MARCHANTI 
502605 HUUSas 
120611 LM082B 
M4304 MITAK2T 
11 SEAVKttUiSS 

1343 casm 


7-11-12 AS Soft 

rtEWMSasaLzzriiBSi 

___ worn 

(Italorffew) P A hto to to6tK,__ ADoUt 

^BSfc==r=: 

CUfeCSftedJEre7-1612__ 


•Vv y A. m w.wTO n lar^ai armi J OtE f-li 

S2^^ a i^? B ^ lni * T ”TW612 

HLF^S) 6*31 IftMW rt 

Cie05 CLDHA3rrSlMM|||HBUSlfi 


. JCebftai 
RMcSuth(S 
TE 


-- 4 H«unfe616S_ 

_ _IUwaTOJEyiB6164__ 

kST^- 1 tara' M *“ T,m fr* 8 *- *-1 CataSsi Ctaeta. 61 TOnqin 161 Mental 

199R TUTVOf 6168 P Ntom (3-1) MB M Rasky 18 n 

__FORM FOCUS 

I^ B ^»^ «89teEdrtebtaifaitata' 


Wt.l JI TO at 13 B Stainiea Edge In Tunftra 



(3ft beta TO) Uto 5fli SEA WCTt 
Marttart 1MI hi I6n»wr rate ho 
feraptan (2m 9, v»d b Bon). DALLY B 
&dn( B to MBmOc to hanrtap hu 
TOmta fflp 4I1%L good to «9) 
mete tout VIARDOT tato Actou Ltae S 
ram ctaMng tude to Statolud On M 

fflas’* 1 


S KetOewni, 3 wtonan bom 

"!££^TniF SiIrani 137 
ricfes,27.CT6. H Burner. V fan 44.153fc 

R eanllfcB 

13 ■31k R Guest 6 from 49, 122 %. 


□ Cab On Target .will run frj 
the Fcohunter Chase at C3id- 
tenham mestt month after win¬ 
ning at Fakenham yesterday. 


r 1 ■ ■ 

RACE 

iJr 

CO.V.ME 

ME 

NTARY 


l 

fiCTT. i-- 1 1 k~|- 



IRISH LOTTERY RESULT ] 
1 0930 162 441 I] 
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Fantus out 
to press 
his Festival 
daims 

Pol NT'TO-POINT 

by Carl Evans 


2*0G 

A DARK horse for the Grand 7-sv 
National is in action today, ^ 
but it is unlikely Fantus's odds 131 . 
of 33-1 for Aintree will change, 
even if he wins by a distance. oS 

None of the “Big Three" _ 

bookmakers will be represent¬ 
ed at the United Services I 
meeting, and evaluating the 
form will not be easy, particu- 1 
lady as the logical danger. 1 TP 
The Bounder, who was run- 1 1-! 
ning under Rules last season ^ 
and was impressive on his I 
painting debut last month, 
heads for the South Pool I Gf 
Harriers meeting instead. I 
Fantus’s main target is still I 
the Cheltenham Foxhunter "| 
Chase; Only if he is 100 per j (j 
cent after that test will the ten- 
year-old be switched from 
Richard Barber’s livery yard 1 
to Paul Nicholls. I 

Barber, who is in great I 
form, is delighted the rain has 
finally come, allowing him to 1 
run his brittle star. He is less 
enamoured with the organi- I 
sers of today’s meeting, who 1 
have foiled to provide 1 a re- 1 
stricted or intermediate race. I 
Bert Lavis, the canniest of 
trainers, is unhappy with 1 
some of the planning in his 
native Wales, where the sea¬ 
son finally gets under way at 
the Vale Of Clettwr meeting I 
today. "We then have to wait 
three weeks for the next meet¬ 
ing m Wales,” said an exasper¬ 
ated Lavis. who is forced to I 
double up his runners in I 
several races. I 

Lavis guided Jamie Jukes to I 
the national riders’ title last 
year, and the pair team up 
with Cedar Square in the 
men’s open. Jukes also rides 

Radio Days and Trackman for 

the stable, but is in opposition 

in the restricted and could beat 

Lavis's Rosieplant with True 
Fortune. 

TODAY’S MEETB0Q& lanwte » | 

trows a Lanark, 2m S of town (fast rBC 0 , 

1001 Old Raby Hunt Club fltWlwnCeaie. 

Pod a Btsncps C<x*vwn S ot CHtoySt 
Marv il2 0oTudl®<l Sorvicae al LatiM. 

i SSSS-J 

r Heston parit 4m NEd Shttnal [12.00). 

TOMORROW: Cmtefl 
or NH course 

IStup* * Hwtfw*. 2m ME d 
Supping Norton (H-30) 






RESULTS^ FROM 


Sandown Park 

Odng-.goott flood to Bnn m pl«a» . 



200 ffim CHI 1. MISTER OPOV P *«■ 
7-21. £. lord Dora* (R 
— tin m nmanod*. 1WI nsj 


Thundja Up (R Dun*od». ^ 

£7.30. CSF: £1240. _ 

zas B7T141 110 yd 1. MF® MCAE « 
OsOoma, Evans ink. & -Eulogy. (H 


Jden joKaWh) S Jr'rTin 

-0U -al Wwghw, la * E1 <0 ‘ 1 
E220.-DF: £7.10. CSf 
3.10 Dm 61 Mia) 

Maguire, io-ij: a 

13-Z fcasseaBoy^ 

EAJ5a CSF: £9.71 


camnn. i^-ii, -o, rr™ " ™ 1 ” 1 

Torewy. 14-ij AISO RAN^J-ZSttray 
, VaHey jSBij. 25 BBzo 01 Som MM. 66 
MtcKy Brain (fimj. 6 ran®. M. ,v j*L 
dbi. Mrs M Rwdev a SaBbwii Tow-£1 ^ 
£1 70. £320. OF £Bt» CSF- C6.14. 

4J50 (2m lioyd Dm taco) i.WWN 
■ LEADS) (G Uplon. M !«!: 2. pdiwn» 
Choice iDerek Bwnc. 14-jj. 3. Sh*t«no 
fMr H Dunlop. 5M) ALSO RAN: 9-2 Shore 
frart£ 6l£teCre?np*n Wh). 10 Cpfg? 
nwn («h). W Thei Ptwacnii Fmw. 
Zeohvrelte (61h). 16 Sanmore. SB O^via- 
mon Club, Pro Or M. 25 . 

Master Pfe 33 Ert renrt.SO 
. bed. 86 SWH UgMnUfl. 16 ran. 13L 71 3. 
3vy. vhi J Old m Wiougdon Tom 
£ 1.60. £500. £3 40 OF: £4020 Twr 
£14880. CSF 1 £2922. 

Ptaapoc £74.40. • - 

QuadpoK £7 SO. 


Newcastle 

Odno: good. gt»d to son m places 

205 (3m WM i. Samsrtd 

«a>Mn (3-u 8 ran. 91 3VA Wfe* £ 
SSf wHn-ei.io.eiAQ ei ao df £«■#> 

CSF- £10 79. Tncesr £23.39. 


THUNDERER - . ■ ‘ 

The Mr^W^^^OB^&jnDun. 4.1- 

Dependable. 4. 50 Haver Golf Diamond. 

GOING: GOOD TO FfflM (CHASE COURSE); GOOD . 
(HURDLES) . • 

1.30 KING JENIN NOVICES HURDLE 

(DN hE2,679-2m B(110vdH13 rurews) 



3,05 HATCH BRIDGE JUVENILE NOVICES 
HURDLE (£7.548:2m) (12) ulo „ 

. 1 3511 6S®WSB3ffl^Nto«reo11-7- jiSS 

2 1 HAYAAK14 (OS) K’BdBr 11-4 _ --IK 

■ , o h aucAPi 1IQU 15 GlMBdn 11*0 —-— °™**i 

I ™ 

G HEAR 112F C Bnda 11-0. -- --—— ■■kSSSS 

7 "• SffMMBITFRffSdfcmlW—- - —- — 

g UF24 Iffi WU) 22 (BF)R AalM* 11-0. -- 

g o£. WtMWniJRMBUi-,—;-„ 

10 DIB BH>RAJA-15»S)P»*«J«n-0- 

II SALTY BRLllflFJMwelW- 

« 6 sa.VRETOT4iE*>nilM---J-"9“ 

114 Samru. 7-3 Fa ttwn. M M Mr »M. B-1 B» W** 00 - ,M 
FMd. 14-1 ate. ._ 


3.4Q FAHLAVME HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.849:,3m): (6) 1 .' 

-1 ipu PUMMWITffaMHwW Wi-l, 


dfTbSS.t&Soo'csfo* 

S5Sl«S&W«»»- 

£4a.CSF:£5lS 

I PwaraManflM jMor««ctola|4 

tissassssBiS. 


ss'iftawffiffas" i 

« CSF- 

a 4 jS 7 ram ngyd ^^SS»ni 

53- T !ir^ T ffA»*» 

I 

SsStfsNijV^* 

r^S50 Tno £82.50 CSF £4425 


4.40 ETA MKJ 1, KMM (P NMm. 13-8 
laul: 2. Araor (16-11. 3. Lord McMunoogh 
(7-21.8 ran 10.21 T Oonncfly Team 1 £220. 
tl.B0.E320 DF £14.10 CSF.C225S 
Ptacapot £ 28 . 60 . Ouadpot C3D0. 


Southwell 

Odng: standard 

2.10 CSnj 1. Masaer Fcwdbrdwt <D R 
McCabe. 74 tavj: 2. La Menondna (6-lr. 

3 . Maoonqo lll-il 9 ran Sti nd. 141. W 
SteSrTiSto a.fo. El tocua^30 
DF: EE 40 Tno £48 ID CSF E11B9 
Tncasl: £8450 

2.45 (Imi 1. Sarasi fl. Ctwmpck. 7-1J. £. 

FbnboWBCer 14-11:31. NwlhemFantli- 

11: 3t. WhMhehetewiy ps-il 
Wna2-1bav 14 ran »l. 35H M Camadw 
Tore £9 70. £250. El 40 WKUbeneedwy 
E5 70. Northern Fa n 8220 DF Ca a O Tn o- 
Rarrtra Water. Sara, 

ego ro ipan won: ood d £11628 ranco 
brawl IO 4 10 ai Neawas*: Bdajl 
Wdlzer. Northern Fan. Saraai. £ 1260 (p ad 
won pool o! El 1628 carried lore»«l in 
lodoy] CSF £3223 

320 |lmi 1. WngcHp Boy (A CtejK ^l 

lain- 2. La Sport @ 4 ) 3 

(4-1) 10 ran W. hfl MRynn-JO®; 53 ." 

£1 40. E210. £170. DF. E^O Tno 

£38 SO CSF £17 82 Tncaa E8.15 AWJf 

a slatKffds 1 inguiy, tesufl stood. - 

3J» (Gl) l. Antodaa Malody 

10-1): 2. Detroh (7-21. 3. Anoa a Coo»»a 

(2-1 lav)- 9 ran 5). l 1 *! S Bownng. T»° 

£13 90: C3 10. £1.10, C150. DF' 24 SO 

Tno-£1930 CSF E4421.Tncast £94.41. 

425 Urn 41) 1. Foraair (W Rwo74 tort: ^ 

Shultteca* (9-2i. 3 ShapQueDa (2-11.5 
ran a, 1W J J CTNeJl Tote 1 E1.8Q. E110. 
£1 90 DF. £390 CSF £927 No M 

5 00 lim 31) 1 ■ S®» Ol Gold IM Tettam. 
10-ij. 2. Murahade* (B-ll tev). 3. Steon 
Sovereign (114). 7 ran. S.2H1 JHetfWlon 
TowEllAO-EaSO.El 10 DF:£450 CSF 
£1717. 

I Piacapot C1BS0. Ouadpot £420. 


£2672 ’ 

Jackpot £10873-50. 

PtaspotOm Ouadpot W50. 

Fakenham 

yf^warssrt'sjss 


MONDAY: SoUttwra* IAW, 
230 )^ortweH Parts (220). Hereford | 

S&JfSaBMU* 

sssssssfBBJa 

I 

JSa,: Soua^lAW^HwlOd. 
PaK £00). K*® 011 ® u,i 

uMuitifl kainplon C2-20) 

SATURDAY: Ungfl^^ ^ 

Mussdburflh (210) 

Baj meetings m bew 


2.00 HNG JOHN NOVICES HURDLE 

(Div U: £ifi58; 2ra Bi 110yd) (13) .. - ; 

I 12 smKL MBSff WQ 72. (C.9) K B*a»y 6-H-6-' D J jg“ 

e og jAZziwiWAteiS-ii-o---.--- Jy 

! £. 

II 04F BALESHW««MpHM.TWwmPJ 

8 TS W*cSr H -::.zrffl 

M SpBtfBB Spring. 4-1 SteytW. 5-1 Pnteso. Page. M -»■ 

2.30 MAGNA CARTA NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,340:2m 51) (18) 

1 1253 UiaYI0iGHT21fO3S»«;8-«-1 D -• " 

- 2 4TO MUJEUASTAR 17 n***r6-1)-3----. 

. on |KwaBWOB 81 (F)M Campion8-11-3- - oSSm 

»i Sralfei-a 

2-1 Safl ByThf SW. M Ucnaatm. 5-1 Breflam Ml -»-t «»“«■_ 

Sauksam. 1M _- ■■« — 


2.45 Dam 
ftdd ParK: 
. Windsor 


-74 Mei sprt. 3-1 FteerBai. « F*« ««•**■ M ** M 

hy «7 Pteyr. 16-1 R>d S oon ' . 

4.15 STAINES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3J)2& 2m 51) (11) €t 

I IBSB pfee s^ 

b (B-i •«S>ffi^S25Sf 8 i 1 i&-r'- btaSfm ■ 

* S-5S5Sffl^WLtta«n-iM- Mteterpi 

1? Sa SSc&iTMSMdi-B.iM r™ ““r 

n_r it—aim ymHi. 7-? 5oc«e Ub. 5-1 Too SWp. 7-1 The Caam*. <H «T 


iFIELDPAI 


3.45 JACK & GILL COLE HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £5.006:1m 21) (6) 


4.50 RUNNYMEDE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£2,819: Zm) (9) , • TKlrt 

, T, m .I nFUffff 11 irP F.B) Ute J Ctd B-12-0 . — . - ■ 

J 0005 ROS CASTLE 8 £■?£$ *»Si?lfr-V ^ 0 SS 

. 5 IA^KISuCA^S ^ 

7 *S 

8 1435 iffVBI60lf DIAMQND M PJ) J Eh5l*”1^gifpQTterftE(7) 

e -MS KEUYMAC17 ICD5)D 08«r7-iWL---. 

74 Hn DBh Ttemb. 7-2 ADrnW. 5-1 Stew* te 6-1 WoraE 

PnJf^Ll Kdhr »e. 12-1IM" 18 l4 ’ 16tav 


Forum. , 

GOING: STANDARD DRAW; 5F-1M. LOW BEST-SB 

2.10 RED ROSE APPRENTICES HANDICAP 

(£2,843:7f) (10 rwinas) 

, 1053 UWCASHRELEGWO7 (COB) S Dmi«-» -„ 

2 ^ ™SSSfl38 nnu.si R ■ ur^SSSw? 

3 era UFTWfS (W.G) s LigW “^* c< P» 

4 1^1 HAMU5TOlWl4(a>^Dftmd(te^^ w10 

5 ^0- VBWS RRST 3S7 ^ (5] 1 

B DM 5^4 " 

ilKEfeSS 

5-2 Hte Stem. M iracate Ugnd- ^V£ Bo » 8-1 WW» Bwit. Kra 
^LSoa-l (tew Sana Vba'i Rd. 12-1 Mte _ 

2.40 ROMEO CLAIMING STAKES 

(3-Y-O: £2,440:70 (5) „, n „ >iilri . 

' i SMMARrSMtJlMTflWW6A)UTiii!ipteM D»fc«| 


J -St 9SStSSS£SS^.--i^lSS\ 

ai asasraftiwr” ”“S 
i ss isBRrjSKsr:” ■ is: 
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Walsh gives 
notice 
of extended 
absence 

COURTNEY WALSH will not 
play first-class cricket tor 

Gloucestershire.this summer 

because of his commitments 
with West Indies, but he will 
return for six weeks to help to 
coach the county’s bowlers. 
However, the West Indies 
captain hopes to play in one- 
day games for Gloucestershire 
at the Cheltenham Festival, 
against Lord’s Taverners and 
Pakistan A. and will be back 
for the start of the next season. 

Jack Russell, who is on tour 
with England in New Zea¬ 
land, has told the county that 
he does not wish to captain 
Gloucestershire in the absence 
; of Walsh, but offidals will tty 
to persuade him to change his 
mind. 

' Sailing: Croup 4, under Mike 
” Golding, was still hanging on 
to her slim lead yesterday m 
the third stage of the BT 
Global Challenge from Wel- 
i lington to Sydney, which is 
a expected to finish this week- 

i end. Golding had a 

z advantage over Chris Tibbs 

» on Concert, which has moved 

up to second place, as the fleet 
■“ continues to enjoy fast spinna¬ 
ker-running conditions with 
many of the 14 yachts averag- 

,, ing more than ten knots. 

Bowls: Jenny Davies Mid 
e 5 Betty Morgan, who qualified 
d 3 for three Welsh indoor champ- 

ionship finals this winter, had 
— to settle for only one tide—the 
fours. Having lost in thepairs 
final at Bridgend on Thurs¬ 
day, they ana their Radnor¬ 
shire dub-mate, Shmey 
Si Gough, lost in the triples final 
mi 2 yesterday to Marianne 
H1 Acreman. Merle Cox and 
Joyce Thornton. 13-11- 

_\ Tennis Greg Rusedski se- 
T] cured a straight-sets vtcrory 
']■ over Daniel Nestor, of Cana¬ 
da, in the second round of the 
» Sybase Open in San Jose, 
0 California. The British No 2, 
-J who beat Alejandro 
jnce Hernandez, of Mexico. 6-3 b-i 
wfll in his opening match, was 
flay, even more impressive m dis¬ 
ifter posing of his unseeded former 
compatriot fr-3,6-1- 
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RUGBY UNION 


French confident 
they can march 
on against Wales 


TWO weeks ago, rejuvenated 
by victory in Scotland, no 
Welshman arriving at Cardiff 
Arms Park would have expect¬ 
ed anything other than a 
victory from his team. How¬ 
ever, that Welshman would 
have departed disconsolately 
after Ireland had defiantly 
proved him wrong. 

This afternoon, the reverse 
is the case as Wales play 
France in Paris. There is 
widespread conviction of a 
French victory; there are no 
bets on Wales. The only hope 
is that the good fortune that 
deserted Wales last time will 
return so as — fingers crossed 
— to confound aU predictions. 

This is the last chance to lift 
the bogey. After defending 
their Parc des Princes fortress 
for 22 years against Wales, 
France will move to the new 
Stade Frarnpais next season. 
Whether in Cardiff or Paris, 
France have given Wales a 
haunted look over the last 15 
years. For 12 consecutive years 
from 1983. France took the 
spoils. Welsh luck has turned 
somewhat since 1994. They 
have won two of the last three; 
both, however, in Cardiff. 

Today may present as good 
a chance as any to follow in 
Scotland's footsteps of two 
years ago, when they at last 
achieved a victory that had 
eluded them for 26 years. 
France, because of five injuries 
and die suspension of their 
Toumaire, have been 
to make six changes 


From Gerald Davies in Paris 

Five Nations’ 



Championship 


from the team that defeated 
Ireland on the opening week¬ 
end of the five nations' 
championship. 

Other national teams, find¬ 
ing themselves in a position of 
having to replace six of their 
first-choice players, would 
present a moment of intro¬ 
spection and doubt The 
French axe only partly in this 
condition. If, in' the past they 
might have thrown their arms 
despairingly in the air, they do 
so only half-heartedly now. 
With the overwhelming suc¬ 
cess of their dubs in both 
European competitions, the 
Heineken Cup and the Euro¬ 
pean Conference, they feel 
they have the land of st re n gth 
in depth to which the other 
countries can only aspire. 

France have the admirable 
facility also of moving their 
players around in a variety of 
positions and to appear 
comfortable with the changes. 
Today, there are four changes 
in the bade division. Lamaison 


TODAY S TEAMS IN PARIS 


FRANCE 

J-L Sadoumy (COfotriers) 

L Leftamand (Bouigoln) 

R Dourthe (Oax) 

S Glas fBtwgoin) 

D Venditti (Brive) 

C Lamaison (Brive) 

P Carbon neau (Brive) 

C CaWano (Toulouse) 

M Dalmaso (Agen) 

J-L Jordana (Toulouse) 

A Banazzi (Agen) - 
O Merle (MonHerrand) 

H Mlorin (TaJousa) 

R Caste] (Beztere) 

F Patous (Da*) 

Referee; P Marshall (Australia) 

REPLACEMENTS: IB S Vfara 
(Brive). 17 D Aucagne (Pau), 18 G 
Accoceberry (Bdgtes-Bordeaux). 19 
O Magne (Dax), 20 P Trtep- 
Capdevtelte (Pau). 21 M da 
Rougemortt (Taion). 


WALES 

IS NRJenfans (Pontypridd) 

14 IC Evans (LtenefR) 

13 AG Bateman (Richmond) 

12 J S Gibbs (Swansea) 

11 G Thomas (Bridgend) 

10 A C Thomas (Swansea) 

9 R Howtey (CarcSff) 

1 C D Loader (Swa n s e a ) 

2 J M Humphreys (Cardiff)’ 

3 D Young (Cardiff) 

8 SM Wfflrems (Neath) 

4 GOUeweByn (Harlequins) 

5 M Rowley (Pontypridd) 

7 C L Chavis (Swansea) 

8 L S QUnnefl (Richmond) 

BBC1:5.0 * 

REPLACEMENTS: 16 J Davies (Car¬ 
diff), 17 P John (Pontypridd). 18 HT 
Taylor (Carcfiff), 19 P Arnold (Swan¬ 
sea). 20 L Mustoe (Cardiff), 21 G R 
Jenkins (Swansea). 


and Venditti, who are centres 
for Brive; are at stand-off half 
and wing, respectively, for 
their country. The latter 
scored three tries in his first 
five nations’ match, in Dublin. 
Lamaison,.who played in this 
position on tour in South 
Africa last year, is partnered 
by Carboruieau. also from 
Brive. representing a complete 
change at half back from the 
Irish match, when Fenaud 
and Gal this held the positions. 

Such positional manoeuvres 
could prove vulnerable points 
for others to exploit, it would 
surely be the case were other 
countries fobe so setectoriaUy 
cavalier, but who can tell how 
the changes will expose the 
French? 

Wales are in a champion¬ 
ship no man's land; one away 
win, one loss at home. The 
swing from euphoria to frus¬ 
tration was summed up by 
Terry Cobner, the Wales direc¬ 
tor of coaching. “We were not 
as good as people made us out 
to be after baiting Scotland," 
he said, “nor were we as bad 
as we were said to be after 
losing to Ireland.” 

What is true is that the 
problems discernible against 
Scotland were also present 
against Ireland. Too often, the 
players look to take the ball to 
the ground, where they are 
then careless in lasing their 
grip on it and giving it away, 
the lineout remains uncertain 
and they have yet to show the 
mastery of winning the ball 
artfully at the restart These 
are areas that should consoli¬ 
date Wales's progress. In¬ 
stead. the team is unnec¬ 
essarily exposed further. 

Any him of negligence and 
France will punish them. 
Pierre Vfllepreux. ignored for 
years for cradling at interna¬ 
tional level, is now assistant to 
Jean-Claude Skrela. A large 
part of his attacking strategy is 
based on taking advantage of 
the mistakes or others, work¬ 
ing on the principle that it is 
then that the opposition de¬ 
fence is most disorganised. 

Control, as England proved 
in their four victories in Paris in 
tiie 1990s. is a prerequisite in 
the firecradring atmosphere. 
Aggression, too, must be met 
with aggression. These are 
qualities that will be called 
upon even more in conditions 
that are IQcdy to be heavy after 
rain. Whatever the weather, 
France are firm favourites. 



Venditti. left displays the fleetness of foot that France vrifl be hoping to exploit against Wales in Paris today 

Brive inspire backward glance 


B ack in die early 1960s, 
in the beautiful forest 
region of Fiance 
known as Les Landes, a small 
rugby dub unearthed some 
exceptionally talented 
threequarters. Stade 
Monlois, the dub in Mont-de- 
Marsan. midway between 
Bordeaux and the Pyrenees, 
produced three players for 
the national team who were, 
in any era, formidably 
skilled. Christian Darrouy, a 
great wing who was to cap¬ 
tain France, and the Boniface 
brothers, Andit and Guy, 
who was to die tragically 
young in a car accident had a 
profound impact on French 
back-line play of that time. 

The effect is still talked 
about to this day in the cafes 
and bars of the South of 
France. Except that now, 
another dub and a fresh 
duster of supremely talented 
players who have moved en 
bloc into the national team 
are dis cu sse d . 

The influence of the suc¬ 
cessful Brive dub will be¬ 
come manifest at the Paredes 
Princes today when three 
members of its back line 


Peter Bills on the threequarter talent 
recalling a glorious era for France 


represent France against 
Wales: the influential half 
backs, Philippe Carbonnean 
and Christophe Lamaison, 
and the left wing David 
Venditti. A fourth Brive man, 
S£bastien Volts, is on the 
replacements’ bench. 

Given the flair and dyna¬ 
mism with which Brive won 
the Heineken Cup last 
month, it is not too fanciful a 
notion that the little dub of 
the Comae may emulate the 
considerable - influence na¬ 
tionally of Mont-de-Niarsan 
those years ago. 

Certainly, the flying men of 
Brive wfll find a sympathetic 
apostle to preach their c re ed 
at international level in the 
form of Rene Vfllepreux. 
Venditti. whose scoring prow¬ 
ess has been exceptional in 
recent months, acknowledges 
that the natiohal team under 
Vfllepreux now seeks to emu¬ 
late the pace of the Brive 
game against Leicester. “Yes. 
why can’t the French team 


play at the same pace as 
Brive;' 1 ' he said. “I think tins 
French team wants to do it, 
but it is hard to achieve 
became you don't have die 
players together all the time. 

“It is the trainer*s job to 
reflect on ourstyle play and 
not for us, the players erf 
Brive; to impose our style on 
the team. We arrive in the 
French team and respect foe 
objectives of the trainer. But 
people must not expect eyery- 
tbing at once; it will take him 
some time to work with the 
team." 

Perhaps, but Vfllepreux 
has, all his rugby life, es¬ 
poused the theories that Brive 
so gloriously demonstrated in 
that final — fast bait creative 
back-line play with innova¬ 
tive angles of running, slick 
passes delivered at speed and 
timed shrewdly and the work¬ 
ing of the sprinters into open 
space: It is his fife's work.. . 

For Venditti, 23. these are 
heady times. A first appear¬ 


ance for France last April 
when they defeated Romania 
64-20, a tty-scora* for Brive 
a gainst Tlanrili and Cardiff 
in the quarter and semifinals 
of the Heiiieken Cup fol¬ 
lowed by a hat-trick of tries 
for Frimce in Ireland last 

month. 

He left Bourgoin last sum¬ 
mer for Brive to play in die 
Heineken Cup: Bourgoin 
were only in the European 
Conference; He embraced 
rugby from the age of eight in 
the refoon of Ain, living at the 
foot of the ski slopes near the 
Swiss border. Sknng was 
denied to him, however, 
because his coaches recog¬ 
nised an outstanding rugby 
talent Now, some liken him 
to Eric Bonneval the former 
Toulouse player, and his sol-, 
id frame; 6ft fin and 13st 31b, 
makes him a rimflaify power¬ 
ful runner. 

For Brive, he'plays centre 
foC Fiance; left. wing. An; 
anomaly? He.; Smiled; “I J 
wouldhookforFranOfiftbey - 
ask me,'he said-He is almost 
stocky enough to do just that ' 
Wales should beware this 
new French connection. 


Shaw shows stature for the big occasion 


T alk of wheels turning 
foil circle will not go 
down well with Simon 
Shaw. There have been too 
many punctures along the way 
for the Bristol lock forward to 
gaze into the future with foil 
confidence, yet there is no 
denying that Africa, where he 
was bora and where his 
representative playing career 
took a giant leap forward, may 
see him bade this year—if the 
selectors of the British Isles 
party to tour there this sum¬ 
mer think fiL 

Shaw learnt the hard way 
the pitfalls of pr o fessional 
sport, even when still an 
amateur. That his internation¬ 
al career is now burgeoning — 
a fourth England cap beckons 
against Ireland at Lansdowne 
Road today — does not mean 
that he forgets entirely a 1995 
that brought him, literally, to 
his knees. 

It was bad enough that 
medial ligaments damaged 
during his third A internation¬ 
al. against Italy, in February 
of that year proved enough to 
remove him from the World 
Cup squad that travelled in the 
summer to South Africa; in 
November, a double disloca¬ 
tion of the left ankle, suffered 
while playing for Bristol 
■ against Transvaal threatened 
to erase a promising career 
completely. 


David Hands, rugby correspondent believes England's giant 
forward has put a series of crippling setbacks behind him 


That his shin bane was 
broken and sundry ligaments 
and tendons ruptured only 
added to the gruesome mess 
that his leg was in; few who 
witnessed the accident, when 
his leg caught in the turf, 
would have predicted that, 
almost exactly a year later, he 
would make his international 
debut against Italy. 

Shaw was in no doubt that 
he would play again: the 
question was. at what level? 
“The most demanding part 
was not whether the ankle 
would be right, but whether I 
could put 100 per cent into my 
game, make foe tackles with- 

again.” he said. “That was the 
worst part. I came back earlier 
than the surgeons predicted 
and played a couple of games 
towards the end of the season, 
but I was still holding bade a 
bit 

“During foe summer. I 
psyched myself up to really go 
for it and it seems to have 
worked" That could be 
described as a modest under¬ 
statement Shaw and Martin 
Johnson could form a second- 
row partnership as effective as 
any of those that have preced¬ 


ed them in English colours 
and provide the engine-room 
for foe Lions, who have so 
frequently in the past relied on 
muscular English tight for¬ 
wards. 

Shaw. 24 last month, is a 
disarming man, the product of 
a diverse upbringing of which 
his first seven years were lived 
in Kenya before tiie family 
moved to Spain . where Ms 
sporting enthusiasms were 


raj? 1 


Shaw: burgeoning 


football, basketball and swim¬ 
ming. Not until he was 16 and 
attending Godaiming Sixth 
Form College did he come 
across rugby. Cranleigh Rug¬ 
by Oub, where his .friends 
played, whipped him into 
their first XV without so much 
as a by your leave. 

“I was lucky in Chat they had 
a huge forward pack, so I 
didn't stand out that much," 
Shaw said. He had not quite 
reached his foil proportions of 
6ft 9in and nearly 2Qst (at least 
he can now look his fatter in 
the eye). "I*m not one of those 
guys who go looking for 
trouble — I remember once 
playing against a farmer Scot¬ 
tish international who seemed 
a bit frustrated by my game — 
but 1 can handle mysdl" 

He had to when he first 
appeared in a senior England 
shut, on tour against South 
Africa A in Kimberley. Shaw 
stepped off the flight as a 
replacement for the concussed 
Johnson and, scarcely 24 
hours later, was pitched into a 
contest against a side includ¬ 
ing the combative Transvaal 
lode. Kotos Wiese: sporadic 
violence was the order of the 
day. yet the English display 


heartened the entire tour par¬ 
ty. Shaw rates it one of the 
most demanding games he 
has played. 

The key thing to remember 
about Shaw is that be isan 
athlete, a mobile, ball-playing 
forward in the mould of Ian 
Jones, the New Zealand lode, 
whom he partnered for the 
Barbarians against South Af¬ 
rica in 1994 — only bigger. 
“Early on. I found I had tiie 
ability to read the game, take 
tiie shortest route to where foe 
ball was going," Shaw said. 
“That rather than speed, is 
what mobility is about 

“If I don't get my hands on 
tiie ball get into positions to 
take on other players or make 
tackles, then I don’t enjoy foe 
game so much. 1 don’t , play 
just to push in tiie scrums and 
jump in the Gneouts." 

Mundane though those 
chores may be. however, he 
does them well; playing 
against the New Zealand Bar¬ 
barians and tiie world-class 
pairing of Jones and Robin 
Brooke in November taught 
him much. Pedro Sporieder 
and German Llanes were even 
more demanding when Argen¬ 
tina came caifiog in December. 

The test of character which is 
the Bve nations’ championship 
will continue his rugby develop* 
man and, fin- now, foe future 
looks bright 


England A team read 
from flawed script 


Ireland A ...30 

England A-44 

From David Hands • 

IN DUBLIN 

SHOULD England's seniors 
offer the same generous start 
to Ireland today as their A 
team did at Donnybrook 24 
hours earlier, they may find 
recovery slightly, more awk¬ 
ward. Within 13 minutes, the 
Irish had scored 19points and 
it was scarcely tactical finesse 
that dragged tiie visitors bade 
into contention. 

The quick wit and applica¬ 
tion of planned moves was a 
joy for the men in green, but, 
as is so frequently the case — 
Ireland have won only one of 
these second-string meetings 
— they could not sustain foe 
effort against heavier oppo¬ 
nents. In particular, they 
could not quell the activities of 
foe English back row. which 
initially held their side togeth¬ 
er and then allowed them to 
expand. 

Though ten tries were 
scored, this was a shapeless, 
inaccurate game that reflected 
little credit, on either side, 
save for some notably individ¬ 
ual performances — by 
McQmlkm and Walsh for 


Ireland, by Diprose and Back 
for an England side that, after 
overcoming the Scots with 
ease last month, were caught 
cold. 

SCORBB: Ire l and A. Tito* Kaana. 
O'Shea. Walsh. Malone. Commaonc 
Burks (2). Pvroty goafe: Kaana R). 
EngtapJA: Was: fcteb^o. Dtproae. 
Barton, Grasnstock, Back. MapMutt. 
ConmnianK Ma pl oion (4). Pensty grate 
uaptatalira. 

ROLAND ’A: C O'Shea (London ktah, 
K 

(Ganyoamn). N Woods 
Burks (Bristol). S Mctuor 
Hurt* (Monk*). *M 
(Lansdcwns). G Wwh (Norths n^Axi), S 
Duncan (Malone). S Jam eso n (St Man's 
0*08). B Cusack (Baft). K Dream 
(London tfsh). B Ctonki 
Burka replaced by N ” 

1 Benin), Kaano recto. ... _ 

lYtxng bkrater. 76), Wabh replaced' 
McKean (Lansdoane, 70). 

0KSLANO A N Bad (Northampton): A 
Mabsyo (Bash). N Qnreratoek 



Cony 

, . ,_, Blnwil. 

'Adams (Wales). 

A try in the fourth minute of 
injury-time gave Richard 
Governey the chance of a 
conversion which won Ireland 
foe under-21 international 
with England 2B-27 at. 
Greystones. 

SGORER& Ireland Undv-21: Tiles: WH- 
IgsjW. ONH. OontrerakuK 
H-Peraty goals: Gowney, 


- W “*"Y. Wwsrit Horerrwn.'Gwwd. 
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tennis j 

Recurrence « 

of injury j 

sidelines ■ 

Becker 

, i 

From Alk Ramsay i 

INJPU8A1 , 

BORIS BECKER’S hopes of ] 

dimbirig back into the top five : 

of foe world rankings and J 

challenging for another 
grand-slam title suffers d a 
setback yesterday when he 
pulled out of the Dubai Open 
before hisquarter-fmal match 
against Goran Ivanisevic with . 

a recurrence of a wrist.injury. l 

Last summer, during his ; 

thini-round match af Wimble- ; 

don. he snapped foe tendons ft, 

of his right wrist as he went to 

play a forehand. Initially, he j 

was out of action for 3*z I 

months and, since his return, ; 

has withdrawn from three ; 

tournaments after the pain 
flared up again. . . i 

“It is a very sorong pain in \ 

my wrist,” he said. “It started i 

six days ago, but I dcxit know j 

why the problem came back. i 

Usually, when I arrive at a ! 

new site, it takes a couple or 
three days to get used to the j 

condi tions and it hurts a little , 

m my first round, but after 
that I am pain-free. This time, | 

I have been taking anti-in¬ 
flammatory tablets for five 1 

days and it is still .getting ! 

worse." 

On Thursday, Becker was 
unsure whether he would be 
able to play his second-round 
match against Sand on Stofle 
after his morning practice 
session. “By the evening 
warm-up, it was much better 
so I thought 1 would give it a 
try”, he said. “Tonight, it was 
not any better at all.” 

Becker was due to play in 
Antwerp next week, but will • 
now go bade to Mu nidi to see 
the specialists who treated 
him last summer. What wor¬ 
ries him most is the fact that 
foe pain appears to be in a 
slightly different place this 
time and he is planning to 
have a scan as soon as possible 
to see exactly where the prob¬ 
lem lies. . - 
“The doctors told me that it 
would take a very long time 
for the injury to heal complete¬ 
ly,” he said, “and with the way 
I play, with a lot of spin and a 
lot of wrist work. I am using it 
everyday." 

Two other men who have 
had foeir problems with inju¬ 
ry over the past few months 
suffered mixed fortunes. Jim 
Courier beat Wayne Fbrreira 
(y-Z 7-5. but Richard Krajicek,. 

' foe^ib 3 seed, lost 6-2. 6-2, to 
fin Nbwflc "of foe Czech 
Republic. 

HOCKEY 

Cannock face 
injury worry 
for key match 

CANNOCK have plenty to 
think about when they play ; 

Hounslow in foe National f 

League premier division to- , 

morrow (Sydney Friskin to¬ 
wnies). They have worries i 

about a hand injury to Bob 1 

Crutehley, a key figure in ; 

attack, that will only be as¬ 
suaged if he passes a fitness 
test before the match, and they 
will be carefully watching the 
form of Teddington, who lie 
only a point behind than at 
the top of the table. 

Before Cannock and Houn¬ 
slow take thefield at Chiswick, 
a confident Teddington will 
play Guildford at the same 
venue earlier in the day. “We 
hope to make it nine wins on 
tiie tro t," N eil Campling, the 
Teddington manager, said. 

He would settle, therefore, for 
a repeat of the last time the 
teams met, on October 20, 
when Teddington snatched a 
5-4 after Guildford had pulled 
baric a 4-0 deficit 
Old Lough tertians, with two 
goals apiece from Chris Bloor 
and Chris Clad man. won 
their opening game 5-3 against *£ 
the Spanish champions, 

Aldeasa Valdeluz. in the Euro¬ 
pean indoor dub champion¬ 
ship A division in Cologne 
yesterday. 
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Whichever team wins, th _... 

will go on all night. Luckily, so do wet 
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rugby league 


IAN STEWART 


Brawl clubs 
protest at 
record fine 


By Christopher Irvine 


ST HELENS and Wigan were 
fined a record £15,000 each 
yesterday, with half suspend¬ 
ed for a year, for the brawl 
during their Silk Cut Chall¬ 
enge Cup-tie last Saturday 
that foDowed a high tackle for 
which Bobbie Gouldmg, the 
St Helens captain, is serving 
an eight-match suspension. 

Both dubs are to seek'legal 
advice over the refusal of a 
right erf appeal by a sub¬ 
committee of the Rugby Foot¬ 
ball League (RFL) board. In a 
joint statement, die dubs de¬ 
plored the levels of fine im¬ 
posed and the fact that they 
have no apparent comeback. 

In finding St Helens and 
Wigan guilty of bringing the 
game into disrepute, after 
studying a video of the inci¬ 
dent, the report of Russell 
Smith, the referee, and hear¬ 
ing representations from the 
two dubs, the three-man com¬ 
mittee said both teams Kad 
displayed a considerable lack 
of discipline and had caused 
hurt to the game. 

Goulding’S stiff-arm chall¬ 
enge on Neil Cowie, a few 
seconds before the halftime 
interval, sparked the brawl 
involving several players. The 
committee could have ordered 
individuals involved to appear 
before the disciplinary com¬ 
mittee for separate punish¬ 
ment, but blanket fines on the 
dubs and an end to die 
judicial investigation into an 
unsavoury episode were seen 
as appropriate. 

However, the dubs are un¬ 
likely to let the matter rest 
They may find that the levels 
of fine are binding, but St 
Helens are to use their right 
of appeal over the duration 
of Goulding’S suspension. Un- 

■■ v.v-.v5F!f^i^a 

- - 'V:-. 



FOOTBALL 


POMT1NS LEAGUE: Premier dhtoton: 
Erenon 1 Sheffield Wednesday 1. 

AVON NSURANCecOMBINATON: Brat 
flrakxt Bristol Ctty 0 WbBorJ 2 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: Vfcfcxy Sfttokj 
Undar-15 I n te rna tional: Wales g England 3 

R Cajdfl). FA Pientier League Undw-10 
why: Humbaatde £ smpstve 1. 
Engteh Gets Under-16 VWa Trophy: 
SeeJon Bun 3 Newsome sHa> 2 BigMi 
Schools Goodyear Under-16 Trophy: St 
Matthew's (Greater Manchester) 2 
PenyWds (WeaMUand8)1. 

FRENCH LEAGUE: Lens 1 Pals SaW- 
Gemosi 2: Nantes 0 Auatna a 


less he wins a reduction, the 
Great Britain scrum-half will 
not be available to die Chall¬ 
enge Cup-holders until after 
the semi-finals nexf month: 
-He will-also miss the first five 
Stones Super League gatnes, 
including die match away to 
Wigan on March 28. 

The severity of Goulding's 
punishment was indicative erf 
the purge on potentially dan¬ 
gerous tackles being carried 
out by the RFL. This included 
a six-match suspension for 
Steve Walker, the Batley full 
bade, who was sent off in the 
Challenge Cup defeat last 
Sunday by Paris Saint-Ger¬ 
main, who also had Adam 
Peters, a forward, banned for 
one match for foul play. . 

Chris Whitdey, the Carlisle 
forward, w31 mis aae match 
for fighting in the tie against 
Dudley H3L who had Chris 
Hannah (butting) and Craig 
Horne (foul tackle) suspended 
for two and three matches, 
respectively. 

Wigan are stiD having talks 
with Valaiga Tuigamala, but it 
seems certain that, try next 
week, die Western Samoa 
centre will be bade perma¬ 
nently in rugby union at 
Newcastle after the comple¬ 
tion of a £1 million deal with 
the Courage Clubs Champion¬ 
ship second division side. 

Warrington are insisting 
that Iestyn Harris, the Wales 
and Great Britain standoff 
half, is no longer available to 
St Helens, although he is stfil 
for sale at £135 million. John 
Smith, Warrington^ chief ex¬ 
ecutive. said that Harris had 
been instructed to resume 
training because St Helens 
had foiled to put forward an 
acceptable offer. 


BASKETBALL 

7-UP TROPHY: SonMrnb, second tog: 
LfiktoBtor Riders B2 Cheater Jets S3 
(Chester rtn 185-180 on egg); London 
Towers 80 Shefeid Sheri* 71{London win 
154-146 an ago) 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Miami 
106toctato«): NatoYoik 107 PhftKtotohto 
92: Dafles SB, Guidon State 107; Dm 
117. LA LMm 132; Utah IIORontond 86; 
Sa aamertp 106 LA cappers BB. 



Janice Manson. left, the defending women’s champkm, releases a stone during her 
defeat by Jean Rod at the English national curling championships in Perth yesterday 

GOLF 

Newcomer Wade beats storm 


BEFORE thunder and light¬ 
ning caused foe suspension of 
play in foe second round of the 
Dimension Data Pro-Am in 
Sim City yesterday, John 
Wade, of Australia, and David 
Frost, of South Africa, were 
safely in the clubhouse after 
rounds of 65, which equalled 
the Lost City course record. 

A day on which only 78 of 
tiie 160 competitors managed 
to complete their rounds end¬ 
ed with Wade and . Frost 
sharing foe lead on 134, ten 
under par. They are two 
strokes ahead of Padraig Har¬ 


rington. of Ireland, who added 
a 66 to his first round of 
70. 

Wade, 28. a newcomer to foe 
European Tour, had spent six 
years struggling on the Aus¬ 
tralian circuit before going to 
the qualifymg school last Nov¬ 
ember and winning his card 
by finishing third. 

Frost's challenge was more 
predictable. Although based 
in the United States, he has 
won the Million Dollar Chall¬ 
enge played on the adjacent 
Gary Player course on three 
occasions. 


In the Australian Masters in 
Melbourne, foe halfway lead 
was shared by Peter O’Malley, 
a former winner of foe Scot¬ 
tish Open, and Lucas Parsons 
with a 15-under-par score of 
131. leading Tiger Woods, foe 
pre-tournament favourite, by 
seven shots. 

While foe two Australians 
were carving up the Hunting¬ 
don course for a second time. 
Woods dropped shots at foe 
17th and 18th and finished two 
behind another of foe tourna¬ 
ment favourites. Robert 
Allenby. 


me -'J 


BOWLS 


YETTON TROPHY: Quarter-finals; Ami 
VbBBy bt E^tom B 79-77: TWgrtttttdge bt 


AUSTRIA 

KtobOhd 

Schiadming 


Depth ' Weather 

(cm) Conditions Runs to ppm) Last 

l U Piste Wp resort "C snow 


10 55 tar varied poor sn on 1 14/2 

(Steady snowfaH Improving condfttons) 

10 40 Mr crust lair fine 0 13/2 

(Pistes hard in pieces but good stang awafable) 


FRANCE 
Alped’Huez 110 260 


Ftehe 
LaPtegne 
La Tama 
Tignes 


. __good powder good snow -1 14/2 

(Great snow but very poor vfefcffiy: avabnete risk} 

85 255 good heavy good start 3 14/2 

(Snowing hard above 2,000m, mtbefcM) 

120 ■ 200 good heavy good snow -1 14/2 

(Trteky conditions with snowAinid but snow good) 

105 145 good heavy slushy • rain 2 14/2 

(Showing above 1,800m, rain below: windy at aWixte) 

150 220 good powder good snow -3 14/2 

(Limited sting in b&zzard concfltons) 


SWITZERLAND , 

vaiacs 20 110 good powder worn fain 414/2 

(S rowing above 1,300m, ran beta* wWe-out condtfcms} 
Wengen 10 90 tor heavy duahy *14ft 

(FalSng snow wsf and heavy: colder weather forecast} 


Source: SW Club ot Groat Britain, L - lower dopes; U - upper art - artffidaL 


Afttftay 81-72; Borton ta Cuitete 08-72; 
Deaboaaigft bt Coutty Arts 87-65. 

WELSH LADIES INDOOR BOWUNG AS- 
SOCWnON: NtokMl cbmmilotaHpc 
Finale tot Ogwrt Singles: A Sutherland 
(lateen) bt J WHS (Swansea) 21-20. Pain: 
C Moran and J Date (Qgw) bt J Omtaa 
and 8 Morgan (Radnorshire) 18-16. Fours: 
Radnorsttet* Rhondda 17-14. 


CRICKET 


Tri-nation series 
Final 

South Africa v India 

DURBAN (South Africa won toes): South 
Africa bear frwta by \7 nets on adjusted 
target after rain 

SOUTH AFRICA 

A C Ftodscn c Karim b Srinalh-19 

G listen cDrwtfbSngh-51 

JHKrttetJwbStogh - 48 

D J Cdtjvn b Kumbts- 60 

JNRhodasbTercUkar .. 41 

•WJCrantob Prasad-:-10 

6 MPoflodc bw b Prasad-0 

L Ktoaaner b KumtSe---— 16 

to J fltcharfson not out—— -- IS 

RE Bryson not out -- 2 

Extree0b8.ar3.nb4)- 15 

Total (Berts, SO overs}-27B 

A A Donald tfid noth*. 

FALL OF 1MCKETS: 1-44, 2 -130, >130, 
4-221,8-242.6242.7-244.8-268 
BOWLING: StaBlh 100-50-1; Praaad 10-1- 
432: Xunbte 180482 Arteto 7-8680; 
Singh 100®* Tendufcar 30-18-1. 

INDIA 

SCGangidye Donald bPotock-5 

•SRTenoJarc Bryson bCronja 45 

M Aarerudchn c Rhodes, b Potock-45 

RSDravIdcKWenbKlusener-84 

A 0 Jade)a c Hudson t> Klutener -18 

RShflhrwiOUt-- 15 

ISSKartnbDorsid- 3 

J Srinaih c Ctflnan t> Donald-1 

S Antole b Donald ... --0 

AKumbtorunout-6 

BKV Prasad notout-~.. 2 

Extras (b 5, w 2 nb 3)- 10 

TOTAL {al out. 382 overs) -234 

FALL OF WICXETS: 1-1B. 2-84. 3-185 

4-198.5-210,6224. 7-224,8224,9-230 



ebee eib 

BET 


FOR FIRST TIME 
■TELEPHONE CALLERS 

- staking £Z5 «r SAW Siritci or Della 

hank or bnBfingsodety debit carfs- 

RINGTODAY m BETTODAY 

0800444040 

SS wlttdn the aaae eallJ 


HAIiDICAP BCmWC 

Ireland with a 9 point start 
Evs. Ireland 14/1 Draw England 4/5 

LaMdowK Road, Kkfc-off 3JJ0pm. two on BBC TV. 

IRELAND S ENGLAND 

11/2_1-5 pis-—1V2 

9/1_6-10 pts-—.4/1 

18/1_11-15 pts-4/1 

13/1_16-20 pts. JS1 

68/1_ 21-25 pts--8/1 

_'_ igri Prawn Match 

HAWDICAP BETTWC 

Wales with anil point start 
4/5 France 14/1 Draw Wales Evs. 

Parc D« Princet Wdwrff 2O0p«n. Live on BBC Wales. 

FRANCE MARGIN WALES 

6/1 _1-5 pis---6/1 

9/2_6“10 pts---.11/1 

4/1 _11-15 pts—--20/1 

9/2_ 16-20 pts-40/1 

y /1 ___21-25 pts---80/1 

20/7 Drawn Match 

iftfcwikio MaroJn BrtUrg rrwmtaurtt reratth. Other group* on raquen. 

milRugfay rules »pp>y. 


msr BtfOBY onas •Teletext on CH4 P601/602J603 
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-.0 OPEN A CMDIT 
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BOWLING: Polock 8008-2 Bryson 70- 
47-0; Donald 720483; Cxome 8035-1; 
Wusepar8042-2 Kails 30-180 
Urapirea: R E Koertzan md C J iftchtey 
SHB=FELD SWBD: Hobart (find daft 
South Austraia 387 and 2006 dec (G 
Parirer 68 not out): Tasmania 248 (R T 
Pomng 126; J C Scudan 845 and ®1-6 
rporftn 145 not oul). Tasnanto won by five 
wlcketm. Perth (Brt day): Western Austraka 
317-3 0* P Goodwin 125 not our) «r 
Queensland. 

SUPERSPOflT SEHES. East London; 
Border 312-6 (P N Kirsten 127 not out) v 
Otouatand Watt. Paait Free State 254 IK 
Venter 5B; H WCarrc 4-68); BoOnd 280 
Johannesburg: Natal 294-7 (J N Rhodes 
94 not out CE Bcsteen 4-66) v Transvaal 
Port EKabart: Eastern Prouncs M85 (L 
Koan 87. K C Wessek S3) v Northern 
Tranaioat 

CYCLING 

TOUR OF THE MEDITERRANEAN: Fourth 
stage (La-FareLas-OWara id Artbes. 
214l»rt: 1, M Strazzer p, RoaWta): 5hi 
llnttn 24sec 2 J KWpuu (EsQ; 3. S Barthe 
(FO; 4, M GooNnl OQ: 5. F Baldalo (I); 6, J 
Captor (Bei). al same 6me. OvaraB 
atandteQs: 1, E Marattan (ft. Festtea) 
6hr16mn.1Guc 2 R VsenquB (ft. Fertna) 
aama flma; 3, D Rous (ft. Festinal same 
dree. _ 

_ GOLF _ 

SUN CITY. South Africa: Dimension Data 
PrevAm: UmSng completed tworound 
scork 134: J Wane (Aus) 89. 85. D Frost 
(SA) 89, 68.13ft P Harrtncpon (be) 70.86. 
1ST. M McNuBy (Zknj 71.«; I Pyman <S*g} 
TIL 67; D Chopra (Sue) 72.67.138:6 wan 
dar Neal (SW 67. 71; W Wastear (S« 72 
66: SAmas ffrir) 69. 89; CWBrema i 
69, 69. R UcCerr (SA) 65. 73 15 
WeaMood (Eng) 70. 69, KTomon | 

71 69 C Rbcca (hj 67. 72 14tt A L 
(ft) 71. ®; A McLean (EnQ) 70. 70. 
auapended because ol BghtnbiQ- 

._ HOCKEY _ 

EUROPEAN HOTS INOOOfl CLUB 

CHAMPIONSHIP: A DMrton (Catoflne)' 

Pool A: Old Laurttnuns 5 AJdeasa 

Vbldehiz (Sp) 3 PoolB: ttwnbug (Get) 18 

BanemianB Prague (Cfl T; Sagalae (Osnj 8 
Grasshoppers Zurirfi 5 B DMston 
tpurtape3j- Pool A: Pocaomac (Poi) 8 

Ffcfico(Hun) 3; LBle (Fr) 10 ItoyN WNtostar 

" '2PooiB:SlocWxilri(Siiie)10EstirthO 

10; teslghto Menbes HB (Scot) 9 

6 (CTO). 


bt A Foster 6-3.83: J Delgado bt E Lenar 
(Gar) 6-2. 83. Quwtar«rrta: Delgado bt 
IXSgan 81.81: Rkttordson M Sarfc 82 
74); Van Utefen bt UAJ® 83, 84. 
Pressley ts Staffing 7-6. 7S. 

MARSEILLES: Man's tournament: Fist 
round Second round: M Rosset (Suer) ttt 
N Kufi (Sure) 83. 7-8. A Oesnofcov (Rubs) 
bt 0 VacaL (Czj 83.6-3; S Bruguera (Spl tri 
L Roux (Fr) 4-6.8S.82. F Santoro (ft) bt P 
Korda (Cz) 84. 84 Quarter-Trots: 

Bruguera bt Chasnofcw 83.82 T Enmxrt 
(Swe) U H Dreafcmam iGa) 84.88 81. 


Survey gives Harding 
the cold shoulder 


THE sporting world has 
produced a greater ogre than 
O. J. Simpson. A recent sur¬ 
vey in foe United States on 
“product endorsement effec¬ 
tiveness" — this is a country 
in which popular affection 
can be measured in fiscal 
terms — came up with a list 
of 84 sporting names. People 
were asked whether they 
would buy a product if it 
were endorsed by a series of 
sports stars. 

Michael Jordan, foe bas¬ 
ketball player, was. as ever, 
top of foe list, followed fey a 
rather notably graceless 
basketballer called Shaquille 
O’Neal. And. down in 83rd 
place, was O.J., last week 
found to be legally responsi¬ 
ble for the death of his wife 
and her companion. 

However, there is a place 
in foe American endorse¬ 
ment hell still deeper. And 
who fills it? Why, Tonya 
Harding, of course. Never 
mind death: Harding was 
part of foe plot in which her 
fellow skater. Nancy Ker¬ 
rigan, was whacked on her 
knee. Harding pleaded guilty 
to obstructing the course of 
justice and was fined and put 
on probation. 

Silent witness 

More on Tonya, who. though 
banned from amateur com¬ 
petition. plans to make a 
comeback skate in Reno a 
week today. She says that she 
was the victim of an abduc¬ 
tion attempt but somehow 
managed to foil it 

She told police that a 
“bushy-haired man” abduct¬ 
ed her at knife-point outside 
her home in Oregon and 
forced her to drive her truck 
out into the wilds. But Tonya, 
no stranger to foe notion of 
direct action, rammed the 
truck into a tree, made a 
break for it dodged about 
among the trees and then 
doubled back to the truck and 
drove off—leaving the knife- 
wielder gnashing his bushy 
teeth in frustration. 

“1 have no reason to think 
it’s false." Damon Coates, 
speaking on behalf of the 
Clackmass county sheriff, 
said, “but it would be poor 
investigation not to look at 
that” 

Harding could not com¬ 
ment herself, because she is 
under an exclusive media 
contract connected with her 
Reno comeback. Now there’s 
a thing. 


SIMON BARNES 



On Saturday 


Holy orders 

Perhaps foe point is that 
rugby league, even more 
than most sports, brings a 
player face to face with the 
need for prayer. For the sport 
is filled with religion. TTie 
annual Oxford v Cambridge 
University rugby league 
match on March 12 at Rich¬ 
mond will be refereed by a 
Catholic priest Father Geoff 
Hilton, who, as a long-term 
Swinton fan. no doubt under¬ 
stands foe efficacy of prayers 
to St Jude. 

Meanwhile. Bill Asburst's 
career as an apostle of vio¬ 
lence is long gone. A hell-fire 
player for Wigan and Wake¬ 
field. sent off 15 times for 
violence, he gave up foe game 
when he got religion. He is 



This column is proud to 
announce that Australia 
will hold its first sumo 
wrestling tournament in 
Sydney on June 13 and 14. It 
will be contested by 40 
wrestlers from Japan, none 
of whom will be Mere 
Hughes. 


now a preacher and charity 
worker. He offered players 
spiritual help during foe 1995 
World Cup and is now lead¬ 
ing a Christians in Sport 
campaign to raise funds for 
Romania. 

Go with the floe 

Perhaps ihe most thrilling 
sport in the world is ice 
fishing. You sit by a hole in 
the ice with a long bit of 
string and. er. that's ir ... 
apart from the drinking, of 
course. The hole is inside a 
nice cosy hut. so it's nor as 
bad as you thought. 

Everything was going ac¬ 
cording to plan as nighr fell 
on the 500 participants of the 
Georgia Fishing Derby on 
Lake Simooee, 4b miles north 
of Toronto. The participants 
fell asleep, an essential ploy 
in this gruelling sport. How¬ 
ever. they were about to leap 
into unaccustomed action, 
for a huge chunk of the ice 
broke off and drifted towards 
The middle of the lake, taking 
300 fishermen with it. 

Winds whipped up fa 
60mph and blizzard condi¬ 
tions prevailed. Six military 
helicopters buzzed in for a 
hectic mass rescue. Eventual¬ 
ly. all the fishing folk were 
flown to safety. One. Tom 
Slade, said: “It was like foe 
hut was moving. I had to 
wake up my partners and fell 
them, ‘something is wrong 
here'.” Sergeant Denis 
Michaud summed it up to 
perfection: ~1t*s all due to the 
recent weather.” 

Best of enemies 

Life is not easy when you 
have as many enemies as 
poor Diego. He has just 
refused to go to a festival in 
Montevideo in which the 
great Paraguayan goalie, 
Jose-Luis Chilavert, was to 
receive an award as South 
America's best player from 
the hands of the great geron- 
tocrat, Joao Havelange. pres¬ 
ident of Fifa. 

“Let’s be frank," Diego 
said. “There were many 
people there I don't like. 1 
can’t attend a prize-giving in 
which there is Chilavert. 
against whom I have a court 
case, or Havelange. against 
whom I’ve formed a trade 
union.” Meanwhile. Diego 
has been asked to help out his 
old Argentina team-mate. 
Mario Kempes, by going to 
play in Albania. 


ICE HOCKEY 


SUPBRLEAGU& Cartfifl Dewfc 8 Bradnel 
Baas 2 Manchester Skwd 2 Sheffield 
Staters 2 (OT); Newcastle Cobras 2 Ayr 
Scct&h Eagtea 3. 

NATtONALLEAQUE (NHL): New Jersey 4 
Hartterd <* PWtadaipha 4 Ottawa 2 
Crtcago 7 San Jose 2 Si tare l NV 
Rangere 1; Rwna 2 Colorado 3; Calgary 3 
Ednonton 2 (OT); Los Angeles ■» Tcnm 4 
(OT) 


SKIING 


SESTRIBtE: Alpine wortd tttwmp to o- 
sNp« Women: Comb toed rtatorrr. Load¬ 
ing times 1, U Gatefa A] tew 25.829BC 

27MOestet-- — ” -«—-»« 

12822 
Bcxghi 
12655 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


SOX CUT CHALLENGE CUP. Fourth- 
rou^d replay: HJ 24 Huddersfield 14. 


RUGBY UNION 


INTERNATIONAL MATCHES: Ireland A 30 
England A 44; Ireland Under-2l 28En#and 
Under2! 27. 

TOUR MATCHES: Bristol 21 AtxUend 82 
Richmond 0 dago 70. 


SNOOKER 


Ftntt 

A Drago 


ABERDEBt to te ma tio na l 

mnd (England uilaes sis 

(Mafia) W JFmoe <N tart 82 C 

KWSnaddtn |ScoQ5-4;SLeebtN 

. 82 S James bt J Woocbren 83: D Harold 

bt B Morgai 83; A Rcea bt J Ferguson 83. 


TENNIS 


DUBAt Marrt ttnwMnt Second 
mind: J Novak (Cz) bt HU Davids (Hofl) 8 
a 83; W Ferrara (SA) ta P Cash (Aus) 86, 
82 7-S; G fcanaaric (Cro) bt B Uftrach 
Kfe) 7-6. 6-4, B Sector iGert W S StnBa 
fa*) 7-6,, 8T.J Cam (US) bt A Costa (Sp) 
82 83 Quartar4taafat: NomA ttt Krafrcek 
82,82 Corner bt Ferreira 82 7-8 
SAN JOSE, Caflfamto: Men's tournament 
Second round; G Rusadsld (GET! bt □ 
Nesutt (Cent 64 83: C W»tfuff(US) ttt B 
StowiJMa83.44.83. . 
cmawBlt Manic a a taWa tournament 
Second round (G8 unless Mated): V LMAo 
pn)MN Weal 7-A 7-S, LMfioenttAMusi 
fez) 84.82 C Press** fiJS> FtKohavec 
fcart 7-5,82 MSacSng rSw) ttt Katoto 
6-3, 84; D van Uflefen (Befl bt C 
?«a (SA) 83, 82 T Spate U T 
182 86.84; A Rktertten 
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THE TIMES GUIDE TO THE FA CUP AND PREMIERSHIP THIS WEEKEND 


ARSENAL 


"V ". v; Areenal hope that Tony Ad- 
> 'H^; r .vv ams, badly missed fay England 
on Wednesday, will have recov¬ 
ered from his ankle injury. 
Most important of all, Dennis Bergkamp 
will be back after suspension to load the 
ballets for Ian Wright, no stranger to 
suspension himself, to fire—nd no doubt to 
fire a few on his own account Paul Merson 
win doubtless be joining in the fun. But 
Arsene Wenger, the manager, realty must 
improve Arsenal's on-field behaviour. Sus¬ 
pensions have cost them dear. BG 


| i | m ASTON VILLA _| 

511 Villa’s Premiership prospects 
E L | are not too bright, after only 
■ r one win in their last seven 
outings, but at least Fernando 
Nelson, their 25year«Id defender, appears 
to be boildmg a bright future. The 
Portuguese culture vulture, a frequent 
visitor to England’s castles and staody piles, 
owns a construction company back home in. 
Porto. “Football is my profession but 1 
wanted to prepare for when it is aver,** 
Nelson said, "I have settled well here but I 
sometimes miss my business." RK 


1 ^^ BLACKBUBN PTMBIS | 

Even the darkdouds that hung 
over Wembley on Wednesday 
evening had one silver luring— 
the performance of Rovers’ 
Graeme Le Sartx, who completed a 
remarkable journey back after an horren¬ 
dous ankle injury. On Wednesday be was 
arguably England's most effective player. 
“It was wanning to see Graone return for 
England. ” Tony Parkes, die Blackburn 
caretaker - manager . saH_ Parkes one 

selection problem: Flitcroft or Bofamen in 
midfidrl. DM 


1 . CHELSEA 

The inspirational penfor- 
mances of Gianfranco Zola and 
Roberto di Matteo for Italy at 
M. Wembley on Wednesday sug¬ 
gests that they may be too much for 
Leicester CS?y at Filbert Street in the FA Cup 
fifth-round tie tomorrow. Leicester’s drief 
hope fies in the possibility that Steve 
Cfaridp* can unsettle Chelsea’S defence: 
The ViaHi standoff continues, it win be 
hard for him to force his way back into a 
team in which Mark Hughes partners Zola 
so profitably.-' ' BG 


| . mVBITRY C ITY J 

Are Cavmfay* fiinds linratfess? 

■RW Not contem with sMchoninga 

BtPM rn millfon outlay tm 

m a marts, Bryan Rxtortt- 

son, the dub chairman,, jsnowtolkmg 

about moving the gwwgd k ^ 

Road. “We have nor looked into it w <foajj 
but it is something we tnay have _ to 
consider," he said..ShouW the Nationwide 


imbe 

so cramped after alL Instead. Richardson 
cotild buy some more players. ^ 


, a DERBY COUNTY _, 

Without a league win since last 
YV/ November, Derby have four 
home games wfthrn the next 
* month to halt their slide to¬ 
wards the relegation zone. While declining, 
after much thought, to bid for Paul Kitson, 
who plays for West Ham United at the 
Baseball Ground in the Premiership today, 
Jim Smith, toe manager, is hoping to sign 
another striker by toe end of next week. 
Ward and Willems are injured and 
Rahmberg is playing for Sweden in a 
tournament in Bangkok. RH 


/ ' Everton’s injury problems 

cl- ^ eased slightly dunng the week, 
• with Joe Parkinson and Craig 

Shoij back in harness and 
Duncan Ferguson, Gary Speed and Nkk 
Barmby ail returning- unscathed from 
international duty. AH are in toe squad, 
along with Short and Parkinson, for the 
match in Jersey this evening against a 
Jersey Select XL Southall may have to wait 
for the reserve match next week for his next 
appearance — if he does not become 
Oldham manager first. PB 


UNITED 


The row with the FA over Lee 
Bowyert a p pe aran ce fra - toe 
England Under-2I team !in- 

Vw - ; ' gers on, with Bowyer awaiting 
alate fitness test to see if be can play today. 
Lee Sharpe and Tony Yeboah both played 
for the reserves in midweek and might be 
induded in the squad, but toe most likely 
change is the return of Radebe. probably 
for lan Harte. one of Ireland’s successes in 
Cardiff. The tie pits George Graham 
against his great friend, and mentor, Iferry 
Venables. PB 


Leicester have produced some 

IvsKLlof their best performances 
vOTW against the bigger dubs this 
season, but toe Fa Cup fifth- 
round tie against Chelsea tomorrow could 
hardly have enmg at a worse time. The 
central spine of the side has been displaced 
by-s us pe n sions for Neil Lennon, Muzzy 
Inset, ErnSe Hesfcey and Matt Elliott. At 
least Steve Walsh, toe captain, is fit again. 
wh3e Mark Robins, still transfer-listed but 
wfth a history of important Cup goals, may 
make a rare appearance up front. RH 


Roy Evans, toe manager, has 
not wasted tune licking his 
___ wounds during Liverpool's en- 
T*** forced lay-off. Instead be has 
studied toe transfarroarket and arrived at a 
couple , of surprise names. First up is 
Garreto Whalky, one of toe most accom- 
ptotoed midfield players outside the Pre- 
nriaship. The Crowe nan. has joined an an 
fTftwywt triaL with a view to a permanent 
move. The second is Pierluigi Casiraghi: 
the Italy forward is keen on a mow to 
F.n gfawd- DM 




£ Fbr once United have no cup-tie 
D to occupy them, but thoughts 




sie already turning ahead to 
next week, with visits to 
Highbury and Stamford Bridge likely to 
play an important if not decisive, part in 
their pursuit of the Premiership title. They 
will be without both Cantona, who is 
suspended, and Scboles, his natural re¬ 
placement for the London trips. Giggs and 
Irwin are expected to have recovered from 
the injuries that kept them out of the 
midweek international in Cardiff. PB 


'.v While Emerson is suspended 

*° r ti* 8 FA fifth-round trip 
10 Manchester Qty today, Biy- 
an Robson. toe manager, is still 
hoping to have Juninho in his side for the 
vital Pre m iers h ip match at Ma n chester 
United an Wednesday week, even though 
Brazil play Poland that night. Meanwhile, 
the chib has attempted to engage George 
Carman, QC for its appeal against the 
Premiership’s decision to deduct three 
points for failing to fulfil a at Blackburn in 
December. 




Kamy Dalglish is nothing if 
not determined, and that could 
'leadtoaninterestingconfron- 
tation with Iiverpod, his for¬ 
mer dub. The Newcastle manager iskeen to 
sign Dampy Murphy, a young midfielder 
with Crewe Alexandra. Murphy, however, 
is already promised to Liverpool, and 
Crewe have spurned an offer in excess of £1 
million from Newcastle. Dalglish, though, 
is not discouraged easily, and plans to up 
toe ante to test Liverpool ■$—aifo Q-ewe^s — 
resolve. There could be fireworks. - DM 




Stoat! Pearce misses toe FA 
Cup fifth-round tie at Chester¬ 
field because of suspension and 
Wffl bawl out instructions from 
tiie dug-out for ti*efirst time smee becoming 
caretaker-manager. Pearce returned from 
England duty to block the move of Chris 
Bait-WQUams to Manchester City, but toe 
deal could be re sur rected next week when 
he attempts to extend the loan of Nigd 
dough from Maine Road. Clough is 
ineligible for the Cup, but Dean Saunders 
has recovered from injury. . ■ RH 
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As they contempiale the sue of 
the fee paid yesterday for John 
Hartson. a few more figures for 
anxious West Ham supporters 
to c o nte mpl ate before the vital match at the 
Baseball Ground today: Hartson and 
Kitson will form West Ham’s fourteenth 
strike partnership of toe season; since the I-I 
bone draw with Derby in November, they 
have taken six points out of 30; and if West 
Ham (22) had gleaned as many league 
points as Hanson (32) has disciptinaiy 
ernes, they would be ninth. KP 




u". 


Dublin, Glasgow, Basingstoke 
— now Milton Keynes wants 
Wimbledon, who take on 
Queens Park Rangers today 
with an unbeaten record against London 
dubs this season. Joe Kinnear, the manag¬ 
er. welcomed the break last week, and the 
return of seven players uninjured from 
international duty, as the dub frees the 
fixture glut and media glare that accompa¬ 
nies success. After foray, their next five 
games will all be broadcast live on 
television. NS 
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BSRf.liMCHA.M CiTY 
v was-'HvJv: 

TICKETS: Seats amiable 



CLP RECORD (hnnoteem): PT.WI.DO.LO.FI. AO. ~ 

HOW THEY L!«= 'J:-» 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (from): T Fkwere. H Berg, J Kama. C Hendry, 
G le Saux, G Rteroft, T Sherwood, W McKiniay, J WSccr. C Sutton, 
K GaSacher. G Donrs. N Marker. S Giver. L Bortnen, P Warhurst, 
G Cratt, N Gudmundsson. 

COVBV7HY G7TY (from): S OgtacMC, fl Shaw. B Borrows, PWafiams. 
M Hall. P Tetter, K Rjchaidson. G McASster. E Jess. N Whttan. 
□ HucKeiby, P NcSowU, W Boland, A Evtushok. J Ftan. 


■v r - '. MANCHESTER CITY v 
MiDDLSSBROUGH 

’_Lj TKSKEIS: Sold out 1 

CLff* RECORD (home team): P5, W 1, D 2.LZ, F 5, A 5. 


HCWTHSYUWEUF 

MANCHESTER CITY (from)- M Margetson. L Crooks. I BrigttweB. 
N Summnbee, K Symons. R Jns«»n. S Lomas. E McGofctick, 
N Heaney, G KriHactz* U Rosier, J WtttJey. G Craanay, P Dekcw, 
PBeagrie. M. Brown. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (from)- B Roberts. C Herring. N Cox. G Fssta. 
S Victera. 0 ttftyte. R fc&JSfoe, P Stamp, C Bfecfanoor. C Hignetr, 
Jurmho. P Ravanrf, M Beck. V Kinder, A Moore, A Mater. 


LEADING SCORERS 


2ft A Shearer (Newcastle UnHad). 

17:1 Wright (Arsenal). 

12: □ Yorke (Aston VSa), R FowJar (Liverpool), 
LPanfinand (Newcadte Unftad). 


10 : C Sutton (Blackburn Rows), F Rsvaneffi (Mddesbrm^i}, 
M fa 7tffmr (Southampton). 


!- 3-1 CMsaa. 5*1 Leads United, WknUodon, 6-1 ShaHMdVMneaday, 
f 10-1 MkJdtasbrough, Notfnghan Roraet. 14-1 Derby County. 16-t 
) U»aMw,20-1 Manchaater CHy, 33-1 exhate. OddssuppOad by } 

! Ladbrokes. ’ - ! 

| The cfficfatln ha i Mt bite otthe PA Carting Pia mi e i B hy 1 


^•eiuux i r 



TICKETS: Seas araiabte 


CIS* RECOTO (home team): Pi, W1.DO. LQ.F3.A1. 


BVIMB4GHAM CITY (possUe): I Bennett, K Brawn. M Johns o n. 
J Bass, S Brace, B Home. C Holland. J Hurt P Devfin, A Legg. 
P Furlong. 

WREXHAM (from)- A Marriott, D Brace. M McOogor. B Jones, 
S I Wfar m, A Humes. B Carey. M Chak. C Sfcnner. K Russet, 
B Hughes, 0 Brammer, PWard, KConroBy, SWatkh, S Morris. 






TICKETS: Seas avafeUe 



CUP FECORD; no previous tneetng. 


-Ci'. 1 Tr 1 !? 

WMBUEDON (from) N Sd&ran, K Cunrangt iam , A Kbitie. 
D Bfadwefl, C Perry, V Jones, O Leon ha r d sen. R Earte, E Ekoku. 
DHt&ttwDrth,MGayle,NArefley,MHarford,BMcASster JGoorbnen, 
B Murphy. . 

OUSNS WRK FANCTTS (&om): J Sommer. M Graham. R Brevett, 
M Bratisr, S Yates. A McOonaU, K Ready, J Spencer. G Peacock 
M Hatetey, S Barter. T Sndair. D Dirao. C Pfurrxner. 


TICKETS: Seats aw*** 

CUP RECORD: no fmoouS meeting. 


BRADFORD CTTY (*pc*t* M Schwatzer, R Ubud, W Jacobs, JDreyar. 
: NMdwn.A03rien 1 JPwo,CW80cSe,LDw*wy.EdWKLMSJaterd, 
, D HamKon, M Sas. G Cowans, R Stoner. A Kwornya. 

! SHEFFELD W5)T£SDAY (from}: K Pressman, P Afterton. S McoL 
■ D Stafanowc. D yyattar. I Nolan, M Psn fe ridge , G Hyde, 
: G WWB i ngh a rn . D F&rt. R Barker. A Booth. W CtMkm. O Trutttei. 
R Humphreys, B Carbone. 


TICKETS: Sold out 

CUP RECOfO (ham® team) P 2. W 1, D 0. L1. F 6, A 6. 

~OV/ TK= : UM= -■-= 

CHESTBIFIELD (from)' B Mercer. A leaning, D Carr, T Curtis. 
S CVdre. J Hewitt M Jules, P Hotand, J Howard. A Lormor. K Davies, 
A Morris. C Peddns, S Gaunt, A MtcheQ. C Beaumont 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (from): M Crosstey. D lytHe, D PhKps. 
C Cooper, S Chettie, C Bsrt-WBiams, AI Haatend. S GemmS, I Mkian, 
K Campbefl, S Sanders, P McGregor. S Guinan. C Aten. B Roy. 
N Jerkan, S Btatherwick. A Fetfis. 


LEEDS UNITED v 
9 PORTSMOUTH iH 

I_TICKETS: Seats avaflafcto raj| 

^OJP RECORD (home team): P 2. W1, D1. L 0, F 3, A1, 




HOW THEY UNE UP 

L^reWBTED ftrarrt: NMartynR Mctenaa r. G Hate. D Wetharafl, 
R a c PaSmBr - A Dorigo. 

AGreyM’teSy^ R ^ 1, AYeboah - L Shar pe. I Harts. M Fad. 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR v v 3E&r> 
x j r ARSENAL 

L_J TICKETS: Sold aul 

Ift-YEAR RECORD:1-0.1-2. 


HOW THEY UNE UP 

DERBY COUNTY (from): R Houtt, G Rowed, P McGrath, I Sthrac. 
L Caratey. R der Laart A Asanovie, C DaBy. C PWral. A Ward. 
D S&iridge. P Trotope, S Flynn. P Simpson. M Taylor. N VMM, 
K Cooper. 

WEST HAM UMTED (from): LfcBdosto.TBreacker. M Rieper, S BSc, 
J Dicte, K ftaaiand, M Hughes, I Bfchop. D Wfitamson. P Kteon. 
J Herteon, H Potftio, S Laatffe. R FeKfirend. M Bowen, F Lampard, 
L Seeley 


l TICKETS: Seats aieiabla [_ 

CUP RECORD (home lewn): P 3. W 0, D 1 . L 2 . F 1 . A E 


i-C'.V Ti^'V 'JS': J-- 

tSCESTER CHY prom): K Keter. S Grayson. M EHott, S Prior. 
SVfabh. I SWfeort F RoSng. S Canpbel. M Robins, 

S Cferidge, STaykx, G Parker, KPoote. • ■ 

CHB5EA proml: K Wtfwk S Cterfca, F bebonut, F Stricter, 
R * D Wise, S MMo. G Zola. 

M Hughes, G Vlafi, EJchnsen, A Myers, P Hughes, J Morris, FGrodas. 


PCRTSMOt/TH (Irom): A Kright 
A Thomson, A MdougNin, F &n 
M Swenssoa D Burton. S Igoe, AI 


won, D IflDer, P Hafl, L Bradbury 
bbeon, J Dumin, AWhMbread. 



-V\H£N to match ON television 


lOJSpm BBC1 Hatch of foe Day (hfehSght.) 
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Gallacher enjoys striking revival 


O n Thursday, Litt- 
lewoods took the FA 
Cup to Bradford as 
Part of its publicity campaign, 
it was the closest Chris 
samara, the Bradford City 
ma nager. has been to the 
trophy in 22 years in the game 
T ° ut '''nth Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day due at Valley Parade in 
the fifth round tom o rrow, who 
knows? 

The idea of Kamara as a 
manager was not something 
that readily occurred .in his 
youth, when his disriplinairy 
record testified to enthusiasm 
and competitiveness rather 
than managerial qualities. Yet 
who knows who will make a 
good manager? 

“As a young player at Ports¬ 
mouth, I was George Gra¬ 
ham'S legs," Kamara said, 
“but 1 would never have 
dreamed that George Graham, 
would become a football man¬ 
ager — not in a month of 
Sundays." 

As the end of his playing' 
days approached. Kamara 
was preparing for a career 
outside football, some success 
on the after-dinner speaker 
circuit suggesting one alterna¬ 
tive. Instead. Bradford turned 
to him. 

He has taken to the job with 
instant success, takmg the 
club to promotion via the play¬ 
offs last year. He did it, 
moreover, by playing some 
excellent football. 

This season, the lack of a 
goalscorer has left Bradford 
struggling near the foot of the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion. but rising gates reveal 
that foe football focy j>lay is 
worth supporting, as does Cup 
success, the win over Everton" 
in the fourth round earning 
them the giant-killer of foe 
round award. 

The manager is already 
threatening to outstrip the 
player, who enjoyed Va 
chequered career. “Twenty 
y ears as a player, a marvellous 
career, but without realty win¬ 
ning a lot.’* he said. 

TTte longevity testifies to the 
character, determination and 


new car eer 
as a style guru 


peter Ball meets 
a manager who is 
determined to 
keep high ideals 



competitive qualities that 
made managers as diverse as 
Howard Wilkinson, Dave 
Bassett fold David Pleat to¬ 
morrows opponent ready to 
find a use for him. 

The best years came early— 
and late. At 18, his maturity 
was such that he was Ports¬ 
mouth's penalty-taker in his 
first season; at 21. he was 
Swindon Town's youngest 
captain. "Even at that early 
ape, 1 became a talker on the 
pitch, and an organiser." He 
Jed them to foe foe fourth and 
third division championships, 
and to the semi-finals of the 
League Cup in 1979. “We were 
15 or 20 minutes away from 
Wembley that day," he reflect¬ 
ed ruefully. 

Instead, it was back to 
reality — back to Portsmouth, 
to Brentford and then bade to 
Swindon, which was foe start 
of a trying time 



like many of football’s hard 
men, Kamara is an idealist, as 
his Bradford team that in¬ 
cludes Chris Waddle, foe Bra¬ 
zilian, Edinho, and Sergio 
Pinto suggests. A competitor 
himself, he believes in passing 
the ball and in talented 
players. 

Those beliefs, however, 
were not in favour at Swindon 
under Lou Macari and the end 
of his second spell there was 
the low point of his career. A 
game at Shrewsbury Town in 
February 1988 got out of band, 
culminating in Kamara fiat-. 
tening Jim Melrose, foe 
Shrewsbury forward, with a 
punch at the end of the game. 


K amara was suspended 
and charged, the first 
footballer to be taken 
to court for a footballing 
incident. He pleaded guilty to 
assault causing grievous bodi¬ 
ly harm and was fined. It was 
a sad, and uncharacteristic, 
end to his Swindon career. "At 
the end of the day.! did what I 
did," he said. “I got my 
punishment took it and came 
back. 1' would say, a better 
person." 

His rehabilitation was to be 
successful, ashe waif to Stoke 
City and then to Leeds United, 
winning the second division 
championship to reach the top 
flight at foe ripe old age of 32. 
"I was part of foe Leeds team 
foa r went to the top of foe table 
the year they won the League," 
he said. .. 

“I wish rd played for How-, 
ard WBJdnson a Jot earlier. I 
teamed a lot I always wanted 
to play in a good side and 
going to Leeds 1 did that, with 
Stradian and McAllister — 
and with Eric Cantona, if only 
fbraweek.'V 

It was thestart of a late spell 
In the tap division and lea on 
to Lufom Town, where he met 
up with Pleat Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday are.. less "flamboyant 
than Pleat's teams of old — 
instead the helMbr-Ieather at¬ 
tacking side wifi be the Ban¬ 
tams of Bradford under their 
old fighting cock. 


Kamara: new image 




KEVIN 

GALLACHER 


THE FACE OF 
FOOTBALL 




By Kevin McCarra 


S cotland may have 
drawn 0-0 with Estonia 
on Tuesday, but Kevin 
Gallacher has hardly been 
able to spare a moment for 
moping, not with his daugh¬ 
ter, Megan, clinging to foe 
dad she missed while he was 
away on World Cup business. 
Even.without the consoling 
distractions of family life, 
gloom would still have had 
difficulty catching his eye: 

The Blackburn Rovers for¬ 
ward is fitter than he hasbeen 
at any point since breaking a 
leg three years ago and foe 
team’s form is sturdy enough 
to suggest that they will beat 
one of his former dubs, 
Coventry City, at Ewood Park 
in the fourth round of the FA 
Cup this afternoon. GaOa- 
cher’s current effectiveness 
rebuts foe notion that he is 
one of those unlucky players 
whose career is written up, 
pru idp a lty, in medical files. 

His bedevilled attempts to 
reclaim health took place at a 
dub that has also been 
through a tormented rehabili¬ 
tation. For Blackburn, ft has 
been as difficult to recover foe 
prestige of 1995, foe FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership-winning 
year, as it is for a player to 
rebuild wasted muscle. The 
sale of. Alan Shearer, to 
Newcastle. United for £15 
millioh last summer even 
-drew accusations foal foe 
dub was reconciled to becom¬ 
ing nondescript again. 

.. it had always seemed that 
. each Blackburn victory was a 
demonstration of Shearer's 
willpower. Team-mates were 



' 1 


Gallacher has fin 
after three years 


constant battle against injury 


content to be overshadowed 
so long as foe opposition was 
being overwhelmed. Shearer’s 
appetite for goals devours en¬ 
tire penalty areas, too, and puts 
his partner on the margins. 

"It was a case of ten men 
working around Alan.” Gafia- 
jeher said. “The other striker 
would probably sacrifice eight 
or nine goals a season to make 
runs for Alan, but we were all 
happy with that because h 
worked He gave us self-belief. 
When Alan was taken away, it 
was very difficult to accept and 
by foe time we did get our 
confidence bade, it was too late 
for the manager ” 


Ray Harford resigned in 
October, to be replaced by 
Tony Parkes. who has the job 
on a caretaker basis until the 
expected arrival of Sven 
Gdran Eriksson in foe sum¬ 
mer. If results were the sole 
criterion, Parkes, however, 
would himself have been a 
resounding candidate for foe 
post Blackburn recorded just 
one victory in their first 
fourteen Premiership games 
of the season, but there have 
been five wins in the ten 
matches since then. 

Although he was appointed 
only on a temporary basis. 
Parkes has shown no inhibi¬ 


tion in exercising his judg¬ 
ment Harford's 4-4-2 system 
is gone, replaced by a 4-3-3 
system in which Gallacher 
and Jason Wilcox operate just 
behind Chris Sutton. Such 
are the intricacies of tactics, 
however, that the inclusion of 
an additional forward was a 
defensive measure. 

“We were losing loo many 
goals,” Gallacher said, “and 
Tony wanted to get things 
right at the back while still 
keeping a positive attitude; 
Beating Liverpool 30 in Nov¬ 
ember proved to us all that it 
worked and the three of os in 
attack were able to stop them 
from building their moves 
from deep positions.” 

With his pace and energy. 
Gallacher can now cope with 
all the duties imposed by that 
system, yet regaining vitality 
was an ordeal after the bro¬ 
ken leg. When he first at¬ 
tempted to make a comeback, 
foe fracture reopened. Later 
still there was a severe ham¬ 
string injury. “It can be very 
hard when you are trying to 
rebuild muscles you had nev¬ 
er known were there," 
Gallacher said. 

‘The European champion¬ 
ship was a godsend because it 
kept me going through the 
summer and I only had two 
weeks off for a holiday. By the 
time this season started, I 
really did feel ready for it" 

His professional life has 
been battered by ail the 
injuries, ensuring that he 
made only one appearance in 
the champions nip^vinning 
season, but Gallacher is not 
even rueful. There is a placid¬ 
ity about him, as if he is 
determined to be happy with 
whatever the fortunes of foot¬ 
ball bring. For foe moment, 
he finds satisfaction in a side 
that once more contains a 
healthy Graeme Le Saux and 
a revitalised Sutton. 

At 30, Gallacher is also 
mature enough to recognise 
foe fundamental incentives of 
foe game. “The better the 
team docs, the more chance 
we all have of keeping our 
places when the new manag¬ 
er comes," he said. 

Even if the pitch this after¬ 
noon will be strewn with 
Scots, there can be no fellow¬ 
ship. “Coventry are a team of 
hidden talents," Gallacher 
said, trusting that they will 
remain concealed a little 
longer. 


ATHLETICS 

Civil war 
taking 
its toll of 
Arnold 

By David Powell 
ATHLETICS CORRESPONDENT 

LESS than three years after 
Frank Dick resigned as Great 
Britain's head coach, claiming 
his work was underfunded. 
Malcolm Arnold, his succes¬ 
sor. has threatened to do foe 
same. "1 am thoroughly sick 
and tired of being in foe jaw 
of a vice," Arnold said yester¬ 
day,’ referring to the dual 
pressures of the sport’s politics 
and the needs of athletes and 
coaches. 

“If is like trying to creare 
peace in a civil war." Arnold 
said. “I have had enough of it 
all and 1 wander how much 
longer 1 can stand it. The 
British Athletic Federation 
(BAF) needs stability and. 
unless that can be given. I 
would find it very difficult to 
retain an interest in working 
for foe federation." 

Uncertainty surrounds Arn¬ 
old’s £4 million-a-year appli¬ 
cation for National Lottery 
funding to aid development. 
Sir Rodney Walker, foe chair¬ 
man of foe English Sports 
Council, has indicated that, 
unless the federation resolves 
its internal bickering and im¬ 
proves its administration, it 
may not get Lottery money. 

"I despair of anything hap¬ 
pening." Arnold said. "We do 
not seem to be any further 
down foe line. It is depressing 
that they are standing there 
with money in their back 
pocket making threats to foe 
sport There have not been too 
many overtures to foe sport to 
help h get its act together. 

“The Sports Council should 
be guiding us towards reha¬ 
bilitation rather than swatting 
at us. We are now one year 
into the next Olympiad and 
people will be demanding 
results. If they do not want 
success, leave us alone and let 
us wallow in our poverty. 

"Athletes and coaches are 
asking me for support which 1 
cannot give. [ identify with 
what Rodney Walker says. 
Nobody in their right mind 
would give money to a situa¬ 
tion which is unstable. The 
stabilising influence can only 
come from h dp from the 
Sports Council." 
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FOOTBALL 
KjcA-oA 30 tntess stated 
* denotes aUtotaf match 
pools coupon numbers tn brachXs 

FA Cup 
Fourth round 

(-) Blackburn v Coventry — 

Fifth round 

(-) Birm in gham v WraXham-—... 

(-) * Chesterfield v Nottingham Forest 

/-) Leeds v Portsmouth --- 

(-} * Manchester Otyv Wddtesbrough 

<-) Wimbledon v QPB___■ 

FA Carting Rem fa teMp 

{-)* Darby v West Ham- 

(-) * Tottenham v Arsenal —.. 

PW D L F -A Pis 

Man Utd_25 14 8 3 SO 28 SO 

Liverpool- 25 14 7 * G 20 48 

Arsenal. _2S13 B 4 44 23 47 

Nawcast* .. 25 13 B e SO 30 45 

Chelsea_24 11 8 5 38 33 41 

Wtmbiadon... 23 11 6 6 30 28 30 

ASWnVlQft.-.. 25 11 6 0 32 25 38 

SwflVted— 24 811 S 26 27 35 

B«ton _25-8 MO 34 36 31 

Totterftam.... 24 9 * 11 27 33 31 

Leads.2S 8 8 11 21 27 .30 

Sunderland -25 7 8 10 SB 32 29 

Blackburn-. 2* 6 9 B 28 25 27 

lalMa*w.-..-24 7 811 25 35 27 

Coventry.. _25 8 9 10 23 33 27 

Darby-. 24 5 10 9 22 30 2S 

NaBm For..... 25- 5 8 12 23 40 23 

West Ham— 24 5 7 12 20 32 22 

Southampton 23 5 513 32 41 20 

t Mddtesbro 24 S 7 12 30 44 19 

t MtakSwsbrtugfi deducted three pord* 
Nationwide League 
Fust division 

(-) Gotten v Sheffield Uld..— 

(-) Chartonv Barnsley.. 

{11 Grimsby v hteddentiaid —- 

(21 Norwich vWeM Bromwich .. 

(31 Qdord Utd v Okfiiam .. 

(4J Port Vafe v fpswfch.-.- 

(5) SottihendvStote - 

(6j WcJvBfhampton v Ctystel Palace .. 

P W O L F A PIS . 

Botron.32 10 10 4 67 ' 42 84 

WoMhmpm- 31 16 7 B 44 28 SS 

komstey 30 16 8 6 51 35 54 
SeflUd . .31 14 8 9 . 52 36 . 50 
31 14 7 10 44 44 48 
Cf^x - ^J»J g _l p 8 S S 33 46 
. 30 13 710 39 '41 48 

pESriuin 32 13 8 13 38 37 45 

31 11 11 9 43 39 4* 

nPR .. .. 32 11 TO 11 44 45 43 

TrSrnen?'- . 3? 13 7 IS 43 42 43 
SSvST... 32 10 13 9 38 36 43 

into! -... 32 12 6 14 45 42 42 

#2dLHrt. 31 11 7 13 42 40 40 

32 10 10 12 37 « 40 
(Aest Btom.. 32 8 14 10 HI 5o as 

Sg-s’wa sag 

Sr i,gr,t i s-3 

fcStafl ■ : 32 7 10 15 30 49 31 
30 7 9 14 38 S3 30 

g?::* ik Hi 

no maHTENS LEAGUE Premtar dhriston: 

KSivfirtB** Bute"AMon v .Gww- 
Mcrttrfteer-. 

Town: fvktoorGrMn; 

s^ffiSKsS- 

S-Leona** V HajsT; J.** 1 **^*™? 
^ad.WioeyyMa»B«f . 

CUP: Fomh round: 

Sw. **"* estar v 

waasHi 


.•_---'Trr.'i*-£*£' 


Second division 

0 Bournemouth v Bunley —- 

(ffl Bristol Rovers vjjjlnn . 

. far Crane v WafeaB.-- 

fltf Mlflwati v Roteertiam . 

h ijNofls County v Btackpooi.—. 

(r-) PstaitwiWT v Brtsto) Ctty . 

fiaPtynwuthv&By ----- 

(13) Preston v Wycombe--- 

(141 Sfcx*port vSfHBwstwy....—...... 

(15) Yorttv GBOm^nim-—. 

P W D L F A PH 

Brentfod._30 1511 4 48 2S 58 

Luan_-— 28 IS 7 8 47 29 58 

Bristol cay ..3013 9 8 48 31 48 

Bury. -.27 13 9 5 41 27 48 

Crewe-29 15 212 .41.‘33 47 

ChWisrlkl — 28 13 7 B 25 20 46 


Bunhy-..31 13 

Stockport.28 12 

Mtttoal-.2913 

Wrexham— 28 11 

Wafted-2B 10 

Mdarf..— 30 12 
Bcurernouih 33 11 
Shwsbuy— 31 10 
Btedpocf ..J. 29 9 

Pmslon_3110 

Gfltagham— 30 9 
BriaSfl:—.30 B 
Plymouth—.. 30 7 ■ 
Ycft._-1. 30 9 


45 38 45 

,39 31 45 

38 31 45 

38 33 45 

29 21 45 

38 40 44 

31 38 41 
41 48 .39 
37 31 38 

30 37 38 

32 39 35 

29 32 34 

33 44 33 

30 47 33 


Vtywnbe.-. 20 8 615 28 41 SO 

Polwboro .. „ 30 6 11 13 40 52 29 

Notts Corny 30 5 316 22 39 24 

Rottwfwi. . 29 4 9 16.-24. 45 21 

Thfcd division 

pBJQrtBtovEMgUon-- 

MtiDBrtrwtanvBcunttiorpe ...,. 

(181 Doncaster v Barrett.. 

-- 

(22) Lsylon Ortefll v Cambridge lid 

Mansfield v Lincoln... 

(24) Rochdale v Northampton... 

(25} Swansea v Scarborough_ 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

PtS 


3 2 

19 

5 

a 

55 

31 

62 

Wigan - 

30 

IB 

b 

7 

54 

3b 

59 

a2tete.... 

.. 30 

17 

8 

5 

44 

27 

56 


.33 

18 

8 

11 

43 

35 

54 


31 

16 

5 

10 

42 

3U 

53 

Cotohectttr. 

- 32 

12 

15 

5 

48 

34 

51 

Narihmptn.. 

_ 31 13 7 11 3). 34 46 

C«dlft>.:.- 

. 31 

14 

4. 

13 

aa 

38 

46 

Scartxttduah 32 

11 

12 

9 

44 

40 

45 

■ Chaser 

-.30 

■12 

U 

» 

36 

31 

4S 

Lincoln-- 

-32 

12 

8 

12 

44 

50 

44 

31 

10 

ia 

a 

33 

30 

42 


..30 

12 

5 

13 

31 

33 

41- 

LOtore. 

33 

10 

10 

13 

30 

32 

40 

Hid- 

-.31 

913 

9 

28 

33 

40 

Scunrhorpe 

,29 

11 

8 

13 

43 

4b 

38 

Hartlepool. 

RodhdS- 

.. 82 
-30 

TO 

fl 

6 

12 

18 

10 

30 

35 

48 

38 

36 

38 

Bamar. 

. at 

8 

12 

10 

» 

30- 

36 

HarafonL.. 

-32 

9 

8 

t7 

35 

48 

S3 


.. SB 

8 

ft 

18 

29 

44 

32 


„ 31 

8 

7 

16 

43 

58 

31 

Doncaster. 

-31 

8 

5 

18 

33 

54 

29 

.tBnghSon . 

.. 32 

7 

7 

18 

35 

SI 

25 


Tennunts SafflWi (Xrp . 

Fouth round 

1—) Brechin vRailh.... 

(43) CWe v Kamamodr..... 

1—j’FalWrftvDuntermnne ... 

(—} Greenock Morton v Dundee. 

(441 Motfwrwa* vHamfflon.. 

(45) Rangenrv East Re. 

Bet’s Scottish League 
Rntdnriston 

(—) Clydebank v St Mirren —... 

Second dhrlslon 

t—) 8erwtak v Queen of Sou*. 

(48) StanhousemMr v fiyr .—. 

Third division 

147) Afakm v Inverness CT - 

(4£n Cowdanbea* v Queen's Park .. 

(43) East Stirling v Fortai.. 

(—) Montrose v Arbroath... 

(—i Ross County v ABoa —..—.. - 



(W Hautfcg twr nioSrs 
VaujthaO Contenmcfr 

Hatet v Ba*.Z 

(30) wnderminster vAWncham- 

’ pi) Macdeafieid v Rushdan & D.. 

(32) Moracambe v Wdfcg .. . 

Sj SkMOfivNomwikiO —.- 

(34) Stevenage vKwtertng--- 

(35) TeSordv Hayes... 

f-j Wbfctng v Southport —-- 

lets League 
.Pre mi er division 

/—} Bcreham Wood v Carehalton- 

paEnBeUvChartasy.. 

pin Harrow vHBcten... 

pffl Heybrtdga v DuWch... 

(—) PvrfleetvOxtordCtty .----- - ■ 
09) Stelnssv Dagenham and fted .... 

(40) Sutton United v St Afaans.■■ 

(41) Yeading v Bromley.. 

(42) Yam# v KJngatontan- 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE' PWwter A- 
vision: BrenhwOd y Eattt Han; Spy? v 
Stansiad; Eton Maw v Greri Wdwrina: 

Fonl United vBaTOttonU. HjjbrMBa SgorB 
v Sawbft^aaworthi Safl ron WW dro v Com 
cant Bangare; Southend Manor vHtid. 
LONDON SPARTAN LEABUE Prarniw 
Arreroftan v Wttnm Atom 
taimMd 8YCOB v Woodtort; 

v Brook Hou m. Hartflal djr 
BwHngwte; Kwngoy v Bnmadown: Si 
Margreeu&ury v Hanwl.- 


IWLET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
tWskm: Eadboune- Town v Seteeyi 
Habharn v Three Bridges: Hassocks v 
Anndei: Horsham YM& v Mfc Oak, 
Oatoiood v-Whtehawh; F^actfaven and 
TetawntevStofobmr PortfieidvLanjtoey 
Sports; Souttiwfc* v Sdtdean: -WicA V 
Pagham. 


PQCTBALL 
Kick-ait 3.0 ontess-staled 
- danoreo aS-Jtolvot match 

FA Cup 
Rfth round 

* BradtaTOvShHf&eW Wednesday (150) 

* Leicester v Chelsea (4.10).. 

Nationwide League - 
TWrddlvWon 

HeretordvCatStf (1215).:.- 

Temente Scottish Cup 
Fourth round 

Hearts v Dundee Ud (315) •.- 

OBJECT LEAGUE OF MALES: Ebb* Vais 

* Porthmadog. 

FA WOMEN'S PREMIER LEAGUE: Nat¬ 
ional dbMdn: Croydon v W ombta y (SI 
Croydon Sficwia Arena. 2.0). 1 
FA WOMEN'S LEAGUE: Nontwm «fl- 
vtjJore Awcn VUs v EhaftlOid Wednesday: 
Byfh Spanana v Ganmood St Halms: 
Stourport v Bradtonl Souttwm division: 
Brighten and Hove v BerN ianwe ad; tes- 
wfch v Oxkxd nan Laflon Orioniv 
LangCafd; WhltehawA v Thro* Bridgas.; 

RUQBYLEAGLE 
SHk Cut Plate 
Hrat round 
Brentiey v RochdMe | 

Hufl KRv Doncaster t—.... 

Huistet vHuddarafleid (330) .. 

Lancasrtre Lynx v Bairwr (3 Q) . .. 

Leigh v Sainton (3.0) ..-. 

WNtehavan v BatJey (3 0) 

WidnesvYortt ( 220 ) ... 

WOrtdngton Town t Dudley hffl (3.0).... 


MB4ERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE: . 
fYandar dMston; Hsrpandsn v Potters Ban 
lancdoid v Buckingham AHflattc: London 
■ Colnoy v Bred* Sparta: M&ton keynas v 
LaKIwoctfe Royawn * aggaBiracte; 
ToeWncpon -v Artesey: Wahryn Garden v 
Hoddesdon. 

HBXEMC LEAGUE Praetor dMshrr. 
Abingdon Uflted v Carterton Towrx BceEter 
Idem y.Krtbury Hangars: Bradday Town v 
Mmondsbury Town; Dtdcot Town v 
Bimham: Falrford Town v Wantage Town: 
Lnmboum Sports v Shortvroou Undeefc 
TuTBey Rovers v HJghwcrth Towi Premier 
dNUon Cup: TWfd round; Stondon 
Sttoernienne v Enrtalegh 
COLHAQE COMBINED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Premier dMatorv Ash v 
Chpstaad; Bedtonl v Hartley Wkitney: 
Cotjham v CorrUriarvCasuate Cranlaigh v 
Vfcng Sports: FbWwti v Farrtwm; 
GodmminQ and GuMta d v Netene: 

CosuatevCova 

SCREWHX DIRECT LEAGUE: Premier 
dMstort: flamstapfe v ftniol Manor Farm: 
Brictowahn v Waattxsy; Bndport v Catos: 
Bndngton v Bktefcxd; Ovppatoam v 
Twortan; MangotsfiaW v Qrwre: Taunton v 
Pauton R: Tomngtnn v Badcwal. 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE: 
PremfercWatan: Buy Town vStowrahsc 
Ctadon v Faieanham; FeteRme P wto T v 
Dlss: Great YarmoUti v Harwich and 
Ratestoo; Suttouy Res v Wimham; Sud- 
bury v Match: Tifsrec v GortasMn; Wartwys 
v LoMBBtot WMton v Halstead; WteOech v 
Newnfflkec Woodbridga Town v Hatflel^i 
U. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Ftoat * 
vision: Tottonv Bournemouth: Broctontusl 
v Romsey: Downton v Cowes Sports. East 
Cowes v Lymtogton. Gosport v Chnst- 
chuettPateretolcl vEeadeiEto: Portsmouth 
v Andover Thafcham Town v BBmerton 
HeattK WhBclMtto v Wtotoome Town. 
WU^TONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Ftost 
ttorfaion: Bacterhan v Lcrcfcwoat Chair 
ham v Favarsham; CortrtNan v Canwtxsy. 
Ramsgate v Cmdrenh*. Thanesmead v 
Wootech ; WStatabio Town v Furness. First 
dhrishm Cup: Quarter-Ennis: Deal v Slade 
Green; Hema Bay v Greenwich, Hyttw v 
Cray. SJwfpoy v TtnUkJtpe Wete 
SOUTHERN AMATEUR LEAGUE: First 
division: Carehalton v East Barnet (XL 
Naffltet Bar* v South Bank; Old 
EsSwmwans v Noreemea Old PanntWBirei 
v Palytect-irec. 




Chiswick noorfl. First dMaion: Beeston v 
Doncnctei (at H&dafcfe. Nomnghan. 2 jQ; 
teuehnrta vCrosty* (a Htfchin Boys School. 
2b); Boumvfla v City d Portsmouth (at King 
Edward Girls School. Edgbesfcn, 23£ft 
Bromtey v Brooktands (a> Piftay Lease 
Cortie, Orpington. 1B; Hull v St Atoans lat 
HJ Untv. 2 0?; todten Gyrnkhana v Edgtes- 
ton (at Thocnbuiy Atemua. £30). bca v 
Firebrands tar Exeter School. 130): Lems v 
Gloucester City Cal Soutti Down Ctob. 130): 
(WordHawks vHaiteston Msopfes 1st Ban¬ 
bury Road, 2.D); Oxford Urxvrrslty « War¬ 
rington (at St EdwertTs School 2 Or. 
SMOsU v Trofsiw (hrAPOeydato ftrt, ZD). 
WOMENS REPRESBrrAT1VE MATCHES: 
Erntmd XI v Wales Itl.O): England XI v 
UtSTlhc*} (2.01 (te The Stamm. Mdun 
Keynas) 

WOMEN'S COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Midlands: Lotos v Northerns; Derby v Staffs. 
Nonhantsv State: Derbysv Whims (at Bed- 
lord LC. 11.15). North Lancs vLCL; Man Lge 
v Cheshire: Cuntfta v Shel Loa: ManLne v 
Lancs. LCLv Cumbria; CheslSd vSJw( Lge 
(si Alrtnctwm. 930): tXitiam v Yorks. 
NonhumbarlBnd v Hurtoerelda: Dwham v 
Hor nb erNdec Yorks v Northunbertand (al 
Morpeto, 93). South: WddxvCbton: Berks, v 
Kara; Sussex v Surrey: Mdcfic v Kent; Berks v 
Susan: Surrey v Omn (ffl Mfton Keynes. 
1030) 

CLUB MATCH: Ormskuk v Bowdon 

OTHER WORT 


UHL8PORTUN1TH3 COUNTCS LEAGUE: 
Premier efirtstarx Boston v Potton Boune v 
Long Budkby: Desborourti v Stotfofcl. 
Kempsion vEynesbury; Noreronpton Spen¬ 
cer v (MxXtort v Ford Sports: 

Stamford v Cogenhoe. 5 and L Corby v 
Msdsaa Btedo a ona: WaBntfxxough v St 
Nsoft Cup: Second rotaxfcotoey v St hms. 
INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE; Bold- 
mere St M vStaperM; KixffwdByVvWMtd 
Fbfcre; Pdsoi V v Ctoaotom; Rustal O v 
Pstdiote T; Sandrertl v BtaXerihrit; Shdnal T 
v HncHay AWettto Stratford T v Bkxtwteh 
Town; Wienhtd v HocesBi. 

ENDSLQGH INSURANCE MOLAND 
COMBINATION: Chaflenge Cup Fourth 
rouicfc Botohai S v Kings Hotoh Premier 
dMston: Dawd Lloyd v Atuectnxdx 
Hendrehan Ttofoere vOoladii. h9ghgate v 
Knowta; Kertennh v Southern: Massey 
FetOKHi v Coventry Sphinx;. MMr KA v 
St»% Richmond Swifts v West Mdbnd 
Foe Service: StucBey Bid v Bfclon Com- 
mjnay Coflege. Mtefiasboume v Mbrcestord. 
BANKiTS BREWERY LEAGUE: Pramlar 
dhriston: CraiJeyTownvDartasBjn. Hi Top 
R V Lyra Tomn: Staflwd T v Briertey HI f: 
Tnadato v Malvem T; Wednesfleld v Wateal 
Wood: Wolverhampton C v Stcurport S. 
W u l r er luu& on Urvted v Westflekte 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE: First 
division: Atherton Col tries v SaMord: 
Brascoiroh v Gtoosop North End: Dawn v 
Bootia: Eastwood H v Chaddenon. Hetar 
Old Boys v Blackpool Rovers; Mosstey v 
KJdsgrow: Pennth v St Helens; Presets 
CabfaB v CHhetoe; Rossendale v Nantvwch 
Town; Traftord v Newcastle Town; Vaiahal 
GM v Mara Road. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE. 
Pramlar dMaion: Armfoorpe Welfare v 
Halam: Befoer Town v Ossad Town, 
Huctotafi Ttwrn v Gtasshoqghiwi Wettaro. 
Uversodga v AshWd; North Ferriby v 
Denaby. Ossetl Afcion v Brigg Toon; 
Pomeksd Cols v Kblty MW: Softy v 
Amokl; SheKeld v PW«tog: ThadJay v 
HtefieldMato 

FH*RAT)ON BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE: Rratcfivtetan: ChesterJe-Streel v 
Bettington Tamers; Consaa v Bamptem: 
Dunston Fedantoon v Easngtorc Dunam v 
South Sheids; RTM Newcastle v Crook. 
Seaham fled Star v Cuteboroyter Tow Law v 
Stockton; West Auddand v Whidiham. 
Whkby v MWpaSi. 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE: Rra 
dhriston: Cwrtjridge Utd v Norwich m 0). 
Chelsea v West Ham (113); G*ngftsm v 
Ipswich (11X1). MtfvreB v Arsenal (110). 
Queens Part. Rangers v Leyton Oners 


RUGBY UNION 

Courage Cteb« Championship - 
Fourth dSHaforteoulh - 
HfinteyvAsteonspJO) --- 

ffOCKEY 

-NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier tftristoh:' 
Bartord Ttoars v Reartng (stt HolyhBaJ LbI* 

• sure. Centre, 1UJ); Cartetiury a Southgm 


BASKETBALL: Budwetoer League: Ches¬ 
ter v Skmnsham (8 b), Crystal Palace » 
Manchester (50), Irecester v Leopards 
(7X9 Nattoroi Utinua: Mmk First dMtoore 
Noeingham v Brfitan C&0): Sroekron » 
GstorauV): Ware v CarrSf (4 Oi Woman 
First dwMonc Crystal Pstees v London 
GOL Hariesdan -v Bmndham (40). 
sienaidv Rhondda (4.C9. 

ICE HOCKEY: Supartaapua: N o w m t flo v 
Cardttf (6 3W;Manc*ieBt9fv Bracknell IE 0): 

Ba^’.99K*B v Notanghem tQ30) 

SNOOKER:. Wmationa) Open (to 


(^U^AU: Woman’s Ctn SamMfcrefc 
Gtekfiord v London Mafcxy (2.30). 


1 ID.45). Tottenham » Oreriton |11.0) Poat- 
ptMied: Portsmouth v Soushend United. 
Second rtiutskm: Bamat v Bristol Rrm 
( 110 ); Boumemoulh v Bristol Cfy 111.0): 
CrysJal Palace v Tc de n h am (110); Oxford 
United v Urion (11 0); Swindon v Southamp¬ 
ton 111X1). IfeSntJcOwi v Colchester Urttad 
(II j); Wyoarnbe vflaadina (ItXJ) 
PONTtNS CENTRAL LEAGUE: Premier 
dhriston: Liverpool >. Tranrrere. 

SMRNOFF RtSH LEAGUE; Premier re¬ 
vision: CUtonvBe v Ards: ColereXv: v 
Crusaders; Gtontoran v Unfit*!: Ftonadmvn 
v Gtonavon Hist dhriston: Baftydare v 
Carre*; Bangor v Nmy: DetSery v Lama; 
Omagh v Bafiymene. 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier dMeion; Finn Harps v Derry (7313: 
Home Farm v Bray (730); SUgo v UCD 
(7.30) 

PRESS & JOURNAL HK3HLAMJ LEAGUE: 
Cove V Brora: B91 v Nam County; Forres 
Mechanics v QachnacudcSn; Fori W*kam v 
Htontty; Kerih v Peterhead: Losstemouth v 
D c v u onv a to . Rolhas v Wick Academy. 

AFA SEUOR CUP: Fourth round: Crouch 
End Vempres v Old Mtochendentans. 
LEXttbuy v wtan; Nonawough v CM 
Serwca, OU Atoyatons v West W&ham 
SOUTHERN OLYMPIAN LEAGUE: Senior 
on* Afoanfett v St Mary's Cbfl. Old 
FtnchteHoa v Wandirworfli Bor. Southgao 
Couay v Hate End Ath. iftysses v Parkfeld. 
ARTHURIAN LEAGUE Arthur Dunn Cup: 
Second-round reotay. Salopcns v 
C hlumJte ns. Premier dwteton: Bterriwoods 
v Chottnotolans; WtoBisns v Fcreaere 
OLD BOYS' LEAGUE: Premier dhriston: 
Cardtoal Manning OB v Old Mradonans, 
Oapham QX v 0*d Tenfeorrene. Latymer OB 
v Gfyn OB; Oto Hampronens v Old 
Ktogsixxians. Old Igneljans v Old 
VaughteXene. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Krclrtoff 2 30 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Pre- 
mtor dhriston: Beverley v Dude/ til. 
Ea m mortf vddham 51 Annas: MayBeld v 
fS* Mtnem. Sacktewxth vWbofeton: Wtest 
Howotft WtaBfl St Patlfcks V Lodi 
Law. Prat East Leeds v 

BtacMxook; Eastmoor v Askant; Leigh E«4 
v ThomhB; Mttom v Barrow tstond; 

McftlreeenvCxiton; WerineyCaxralvVWnen 

St Juries. Second dMalorr Eoefoa v York 
Acorn: Now Eatsurich v Itoalheratone Arna- 
iaur.OMendwwM*on±RedMLv“ ' ' 

Moor Shaw Cross v Normarton; 
HrJDodtMS. 


’4 • t Kt. 

RUGBY UNION 
KtckoB 220 unless stated 
Fhro naflona' champtonsWp 
France v Wales 

(el Parc des Princes, 2.0) —... 

Ireland v England 

(u Lansdowrw Rood. 33).... 

Courage Cluba Champtorahip 
Third driston 

Exater v Leeds (130). 

Harrogate vWatoal (2.15) . 

Hawsra vFykte (1.0). 

Liverpool a Halers v Cl toon .. 

OtiBy v Matey (2.15)... .. 

Reading vRedruth (13C0-. „ 

Rosstyn Park v Lydnev.... 

Whafedatev Lender Welsh (2.151 .. . . 

Fourth dMMon north 
Bttnwira«nVSo*huB v Manchester ... 

Kendav Worcester .. 

Uchftaid v Siolirj-on-TfEnl... 

Preston G v Nuneaton (3 Oi.. 

SandatvShatfeUC-iS). 

SJofbridgo v Hereford . . 

Wlnimgion Park vAsptrtra._.. 

Fourth dhriston soutti 

Barry Ifll v High Wycombe . 

Charlton Pvk v North Weteham ..— 

Chelienham v Tabard . .. 

MSDopofetan Pofice v Plymouth (3.0) .... 

Newbury v Baring (30). ... 

Woston-si4jer4iriaie v Cantoeriey (3 0) 
SOUTH WEST: Find dhriston: Brtrham v 
Bridgwater. Gloucester OB v Stroud; 
Maicfenhead v Si hres; Matson v Barnstaple. 
Salisbury v Launcestcxi; Ton^iay v 
Camborne 

LOWOR Flret rfivteton: Esher v Thurrock; 
Nowach v Old Mrd-Wtiftgftians; Ruis*p v 
Gufidtord and Godajmng; Smthend v Old 
Cotfolans-. Staines v Hariomr; Sudbuty v 
Bastogsrohe: Sutton and Epsom v 


MIDLANDS: Find dhriston; Leamington v 
Derby: Laghton Buzsatd v Camp F», 
MansUetd v Burton; Starnttrorpe v Broad 
Sheet StafioTO v Belgraw; Sroctowod Park 
v Barkers Butts; Syaon v Wotvanampton; 
Weetiergh v Whdchurtto 
NORTH: First dMdon: Bradford and 
Bmctey v Broughton Parte Hui tonians v 
Macctesfiekk Ser^tey Part, v BncftnMon; 
Tynedote v New Brrfilon: Wttsl Park 
Bramhape v Wdnerr. Wfiglon v Stockton 

Angfo-Weteh competition 
Group A 

Btatfraam v Q-oss K»s ft .01. 

WfiSertoo v Pontypool (2.15) . 

Group B 

Covcntiy v Btackwod (12.0)- - 

Group C 

Aberarrai v Nofypgtam .. 

Group □ 

London Scottish v Borrymaen (3.0) - 

Ftotherham v Uendontory (2.15) .....- 

Ystradgyrtaa v Rugty... — 

Tennants Prarrdership 
HrSl dhriston 

Curie v Hawick (30) .. - . . 

JedFOrest vaorougft»ni« , {3.0) .. 

Melrose u Hanots R> (3.0).. 

Watermans v Stirfing Comty (33) . 

Second cfivlsion 
Edtobur^i Acads v 

Gtosgcw Acads (3.0). 

Glasgow HK v Bagar (3.01.-. 

Gatev Wear ol Scottand (3.0).- ... 

Kelso v Dundee HSFP13 0). 

Third rftridon 

KSmamock v Glasgow Southern (3 Oi ... 

MusseixTOfi v Setkxk (3 0) . 

Peebtes v&kwjrdy GO). ... 

Stewart's Mel FP v PresSon Lodge (3 0) - 
Fourth revision 

GlentoihBSv Grangemouth (30). 

HaddingtonvGcx oa nam.f3D). .- .. . 
HiBieaStardffltoavAyrpa) ... ... . 

langh£*n v CorrJorphme (3X1) - . ... 

HOCKEY 

NASTRO AZ2URRO LEAGUE: Premier 
League: Anchonan* v Beckentoem.CWct* 
ester v Tirtddpe Wells. Gore Court v 
Farotsm; High Wycombe v RanWj*t 
Maaderthead v Wimbledon: DM Klng- 
Sffltnans v FSchmonO. OW WMgfittans v 
Wmchesier. Spencer v Homp- 
sleadriWestn fo ster Wblong v Ashford: 

Wotqnghum v Bounamouth HteTfo- 
Shbo/Sunufi CerrtxMty v BameK Pcrta- 
mouth v Epsom: Oxtad v Souhamplon; Old 
Cranletohana v Andover Goat v Old Mcl- 
iMwprttiane; BtondTord tf London Urtvastty; 
Peteisfleki v Baamgstoke; Cheam w 
Chshntc Old Wafocuttiarts v Puriey 
KentfSucaoc Ashford v Mttteton; 
Bexfevheath v CM Hofoombeans; Beday 
InvfctavMarden Russets; Btackheattiv Old 
SoroatkanE; Bognorv Eastbourne; Brighton 
v Horaham; Kane Bay v Brtrccfor?. Uoyds 


Bank v Mto Sussex, frere Hi v Severicsjtva. 
Worthing v Old Wftliamsonfans 
Iftddx/Berks/Bucks and Oxon. Amersham 
v OMT. Biarnnel v Dorrs Crty of Oxford v 
Miton Haynes: Easrcow v Ml Hr*. Gerrartte 
Cross v Wfesl Hampstead. Harrow Hayes. 
Hearfington v PHC Chrswidc, Newbury v 
Rjche«s Park. Staines v Famham Cctfl- 
mon: ounburyv Markka 
DTZ OEBENHAM THORPE MIDLAND 
LEAGUE- Premier dhriston; Hanptorwn- 
AnJen v Btosaombeld. Hartxrme v Coventry 
and North Warwickshire: North Notts v 
Khata- Notwr^am v Loughtaough Stu¬ 
dents: OHon and West Warwickshire v 
Btoxwtoh 

NORTHERN LEAGUE" Fbst dhriatorc 
Chester v Ben RhydcSng. Non or v Nesion. 
Ramgartw v Harrogate, Sheffield Bankere v 
Spnngliekfc. Souftpon v Swahw*: 
Txnpwtoy v Formby. 

ADNAMS EAST LEAGUE: Pramlar * 
vision Ac Chefcnskxd v Dereham; CoL 
chwtre v Behops Surtord: foswich v 
Cambridge Urevartstv; Peterborough Town 
v Cambrldqa City. Rectoxidge and luord v 
SudOury. Prerttlw dMstort B: Bedford Twin 
v Romford: Bury St Edmunds v Norwch 
cay; Ipswich and East Suttok v Hixtdng- 
don: Luton Twin v WesicfiW; Cw 
Southendian v Oadon. 

WOMENS REPRESENTATIVE 
MATCHES; England XI v England uretei-21 
fZ.30): England a v Wales |4 30) (a The 
Stadium. Milon Keynes). 

WOMEN'S COUNTY CHAkWONSHIP: 
North: Man Lga v LCL Lanca v Cheswe: 
LCL v Shef lie. Curntna v Man Lga (at 
AJtmcham, 930), Northumbertand v CXr- 
ham; Yorks v Hunbarside (at Motpetii 
1030) 

WEST LEAGUE: Bournemouth v Chelien¬ 
ham, Cofwnfl v Red land, Wimbome v Si 
Au&telh Yale v Leominster 
CLUB MATCHES: AWndge v Chester. 


Bracknet v Exmouth. CheJmstod \ Ealxto; 
CWlort v Cardiff Ath. Copciock v Camto C: 
Hamplon v Rover Cowtay, Liverpool v 
Crosby: Motesey OS vPKSowck. Newport v 
Si Fagans. Northompton v Bedford' Old 
Loughtonans v Camertnvy: Tulsa H( v 
Sevanoate: West WUney v Raacbng. 
Wjitntogton Fk v Cowyn Bay 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budwelsw League: Man¬ 
chester v London (7 30l: Newcastle v 
Sheffield (7301. Heme! and Watford v 
Leicester [7 30); Thames Vatoy v Chester 
(8.0) Wartrtnq v Crystal Palace (80) 
National League: Merc First dMaion: Buy 
and Bod on v Breton (730)' Coventry v 
Solera f730). Plymouth v Liverpool (7 30i. 
Westminster v Nottingham iB 0) Woman: 
Fkst dtetetorr Barking and Dagenham v 
Ipswich f8 0). Crystal Paac* v Northamfrion 
(6 0|. London v Nonm^tam (6 0); Rhondda 
v Spellhrene (830); Thames VBriey v 
Sheffield (5 45) 

ICE HOCKEY: Sgperteanue: Ayr v Cardffl 
(8f^. Nottingham v Manchester (70): 
Sheflteld v Newcaate (70). Bracknell v 
Basingstoke (GO). 

LACROSSE Shepherds Frtandty Soctely 
League; Premier cSvBton: Stockport v 
Cheadte Hulme; Boanknan and Ecctes. v 
Heawn Men®/; Trreperiey v Old 
Weconians; Huhnerans v Cheadte MeSorv 
Moorthorpe 

SNOOKER: Inwnahonal Open fin 
Aberdeen). 

VOLLEYBALL: National League: Mon. 
First reunion: Rretck Liverpool Qty v 
Pouxita Eafing IS 30) Leeds v Sporttsei 
VVhitdieW (4 0|: Gotten Sportswaarhouse v 
Warvwck Ripa (3Oj, Cay ot SioLe vlooteig 
Aquia (6 50). Wessac v Makxy Le'jnsham 
(6.30) Woman's Cup: SemLfinal: 
Menchesler Untied SaBord v Britannia 
Music Qsy (4301 




pick vp a 

£10 *FREE BET 

for first time telephone callers 

rV'W st *^ n 8 ^25 or more using Switch or Della 

hank or bulidiag sodefy debit cards, 

• •free bet £1 a £10 Correct Score single bet 
®8 any of this weekend's F.A. Cup 5ft 
; j Boasd aufdhes. (Wease place 

ypgr bet and make your free W sT 
jL bet selection wiftbi <w/ 

(.%,< the sane ealL) aPi SBE! 

08004440 40 

[Minimum [oral mwstinrix per dfl SID Over 18‘t only ) 


4-5 Birmingham 2-1 

4-6 Blackburn 11-5 

13-5 Bradford (S) 2-1 

7- 2 Chesterfield 15-8 

8- 13 Leeds 11-5 

9- 4 Leicester (B) 15-8 

7-4 Man. City 15-8 

4-7 Wimbledon 11-5 


AWAY 

Wrexham 7-2 
Coventry 4-1 
Sheff.Weds. Evs 
Notfm For. 5-6 
Portsmouth 9-2 
Chelsea 6-5 
Middlesbro' 6-4 
' Q.P.R. 5-1 


Singles and upwards accepted. 

S-Playing Sunday, LNe on Sky. B - Playing Suiday, Live on BBC TV. 
All above, extra lime does not count 

LATEST ODDS OH WBBani tGH TV TEXT 

-TeJotBxt on CH4 P601/6Q2/603 


KCritxi rwwi account wmrMt «na,« 6s.’ mil ai MB Mr OTJ', «SKt to KunustiflB 
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TENNIS 48 

Wrist injury 
returns to 
haunt Becker 


RUGBY LEAGUE4 g 

Cup brawl earns 
St Helens and 
Wigan record fines 


v-. * ; 


V'- 
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England steeled for aerial onslaught from spirited and familiar foes 


Elwood heightens Ii 


From David Hands, rugby correspondent, in dubun 


ENGLAND. Jack Rowell said 
this wok, want to “absorb 
and impose” against Ireland 
at Lansdowne Road here to¬ 
day. Nobody is in any doubt 
that the wave of English 
visitors to the Irish capital for 
the third leg of the five nations’ 
championship will absorb in 
great quantities, but imposi¬ 
tion is something their team 
will find more difficult 

It is far too easily forgotten 
how immature this England 
team is in key areas, such as 
half back and foil back, nor 
how well Ireland are coining 
to know them now that nine of 
the team play in the Courage 
Clubs Championship. This is 
not so much a case of familiar¬ 
ity breeding contempt but the 
opportunity for a more accu¬ 
rate assessment of die 
strengths and weaknesses of 
individuals under pressure. 

Not that Brian Ashton, the 
Ireland technical advisor, will 
have needed, for example, a 
profile from Nick Pbpplevvetl 
and Rees Nesdale on their 
Newcastle colleagues. Tim 
Stimpson and Tony Under¬ 
wood. Ashton has seen the 
videos for himself, he knows 
the accuracy of Eric Elwood'S 
boot and England’s back three 
defenders can expect to be 
peppered with high kicks dur¬ 
ing the Irish Permanent inter¬ 
national this afternoon. 

It was Elwood whose soar¬ 
ing garryowen in Cardiff a 
fortnight ago descended not 
only on Nefl Jenkins, but also 
on the Wales posts, die pad¬ 
ding on which helped to baffle 
Jenkins and earn a try for 
Jonathan BeiL Ashton award¬ 
ed his stand-off half only seven 
out of ten for execution of a 
ploy drawn directly from rug¬ 
by league — “If he'd hit the 
crossbar. I’d have given him 
the full ten.” Ashton said. 
Peter Sterling did it for the 
Australia rugby league teams 
of the early 1980s and St 
Helens garnered three tries 
from the same tactic in the 
Challenge Cup final against 
Bradford Bulls last season. 

That is what Ashton 
describes as planned rugby. 
There is no more Irish a ploy 
than the garryowen. but it is 
where it is used that matters 
and England know only too 
well that the former Bath 
coach will have massaged the 
Ireland approach to maxi¬ 


mum effect Yet if Elwood, the 
calming, slightly un-Irish 
standoff, can be hedged 
around, as Gregor Townsend 
was at Twickenham during 
Scotland’s subsidence, then 
England’s game may prosper. 

When Rowell, the England 
coach, talks of absorbtkxn, it is 
not only Irish passion and 
fury that he means. He wants 
his big forwards to soak up 
whatever Nesdale, Jeremy 
Davidson and Eric Miller can 
hurl at them, he wants to 
dominate the set-pieces in 
traditional English style and 
give Ireland no loose ball to 
pay with, as England did so 
well when playing into a gale 
here two years ago. when the 
ball was hardly controllable. 

If. at the same time. Richard 
Hill can again work from the 
open-side flank to such good 
effect, then the pressure will 
return an the Ireland back 
division, which cracked badly 
against France in tire final 
quarter last month. The main 
difference between then and 
now is the presence of Jim 
Staples, which offered Ireland 
so valuable an attacking op¬ 
tion in Cardiff, as it has done 
for Harlequins this season. 
The full hade’s appreciation of 
when to run and when to kick 
is the hallmark of a talented 
footballer whose long-term 
value has been eroded only fay 
injury. 

It would be idle to pretend 
that one victory, by the small¬ 
est possible margin, has 


Five Nations’ 



Championship 


P W D L F APIS 

England,_ 1 1 0 0 41 13 2 

France. 1 1 0 0 32 IS 2 

Watas_ 2 1 O 1 59 45 2 

Ireland_ 2 1 0 1 41 57 2 

Scodaid_ 2 0 0 2 32 75 0 


RESULTS: Ireland 15 France 32; Scot¬ 
land 19 Waks 34; England 41 Scotland 

13: Wales 25 Ireland 


MATCHESTO OOMEiToday: France v 
Wales; taiand v England. March 1: 
England v Fiance; Scotland v Ireland. 
March 1& France v Scotland; Wales v 
England. 


turned Ireland into a domi¬ 
nant force, but it has given 
them a belief that was appar¬ 
ently absent earlier this sea¬ 
son. Nor is there any doubt 
that the arrival of England in 
particular will motivate Ire¬ 
land that little bit more, 
though Ashton will look to see 
that his players sustain the 
variations in their play that he 
has introduced. 

Already, Ashton has seen an 
advance in Irish ambitions — 
backs looking to run posses¬ 
sion into space, forwards giv¬ 
ing Hogan early ball atlineout 


TODAY S TEAMS IN DUBLIN 


IRELAND 

J E Staples (Harlequins)* 

0 A Hicfcre (St Mary's GdOage) 1 
J C Bel (Nort hampto n) 

MJ Field (Malone) 

J A Topping (BaUymena) 

E P Swood (Lansdowne) 

N A Hogan (Terenue Cotege) 

N J Poppteweft (Newcastle) 

R P Nesdale (Newcastle) 

P S WaBace (Saracens) 

DSCortaeiy (Bristol) 

P S Johns (Saracens) 

J W Davidson (London Irish) 

WD McBride (Malone) 

E R P MOer (Leicester) 

Referee: C J Hawke (New Zealand} 
REPLACEMENTS: 16 D G Humph¬ 
reys (London Irish). 17 BT O’Meara 
(CorkCori). 18GM Richer (London 
Irish), 19 P Flavin (BadaockCoH). 20 
ATHCMu (Northampton), 21 AG 
Foley (Shannon). 


ENGLAND 

i T R G Stimpson (Newcastle) 

I J M SWghtfxrtne (Bath) 

I W D C Caring (Harieqiins) 

! P R de Glanvflta (Bath)' 

I T Underwood (Newcastle) 

I P J Grayson (Northampton) 

ACT Gun a real (Wasps) 

G C Rowntrea (Leicester) 

M P Regan (Bristol) 

J Leonard (Harteqitos) 

LBN Dafiag&o (Wasps) 

M O Johnson (Leicester) 

S D Shaw (Bristol) 

R A LSI (Saracens) 

TAK Roctoer (NorthTon/Army) 
BBC1; from 2^5 * captain 

REPLACEMENTS: 16 J C Guscott 
(Bath). 17 M J Ccdt (Bath). 18 A 
Healey (Leicester), 19 D J Gartorth 
(Leicester), 20 H Cocker! (Lei¬ 
cester), 21 B 8 Ctarfce (Richmond). 


and ruck. “Player? are starting 
to think cm their feet but 
there’s still a long way to go," 
he said. For the moment, he is 
content to have erased the 
formulaic “game-plan” ap¬ 
proach — which he perceives 
as an insult to talented players 
— and given them greater 
freedom in which to operate. 

“The start of any game 
tends to be a bit frenetic, it 
takes time to settle down," 
Rowefl said, and of nowhere is 
that more true than Dublin. 
Yef opportunity can beckon 
early, as it did for England a 
couple of times against Scot¬ 
land. and it takes speed of 
thought and speed of limb to 
grasp it 

Some doubt remains wheth¬ 
er England have enough of 
either. Will Calling was criti¬ 
cised for retaining possession 
after breaks had been made 
against Scotland, but the in¬ 
ability of his colleagues to 
support properly contributed 
to foe demise of such moves, 
while not for two seasons have 
England been able to engage 
tbeir full bade systematically 
as an attacking weapon, 
though that is what Mike Catt, 
and now Stimpson. were 
picked to do. 

Stimpson had one early and 
effective run against Scotland, 
but thereafter had to make do 
with whatever Scotland, rath¬ 
er than his own team, gave 
him. "There is no speofic 
reason for a failure to bring 
the fafl bade into ftelme," PM 
de GlanvOle. foe captain, said. 
“It relies on the attitude of foe 
players and the type of ball 
you are getting." 

It also relies on foe under¬ 
standing and footballing skills 
of those around the full back, 
more often than not his wings, 
and England’s litany of defen¬ 
sive howlers has a long and 
undistinguishe d history. Nev¬ 
ertheless, there seems little 
justification for the short odds 
being offered bereyesterday— 
a sunny, windless day—on an 
Irish victory, which has been 
achieved only once in the past 
ten years. If England’s tight 
forwards can absorb foe ini¬ 
tial onslaught, they are as well 
equipped to win here as 
anyone. 



Yokes raised, page 1 

Wales discounted, page 48 
Shaw tarns tide, page 48 



Johnson rises to foe challenge during England^ training sesrion yesterday 


Croft prevents Atherton’s gamble from going awry 


From Alan Lee 

CRICKET CORRESPONDENT 
IN CHRISTCHURCH 


CHRISTCHURCH (first day 
of Jive, England won toss): 
New Zealand have scored 229 
for Jive wickets against 
England 


ALL the old maxims about 
never putting a team in to hat 
were recited for Michael 
Atherton's benefit in Auckland 
last month. He ignored them 
then and came within one bail 
of a win to vindicate his 
judgment He ignored them 
again yesterday, found the 
Lancaster Park pitch in league 
with the sceptics, yet still 
emerged with dignity and 
hope intact 

If Atherton was mistaken in 
his tactics, it was in the 
anticipation, shared by most 
of his team, that a green 

surface would behave as sus¬ 
piciously as its appearance 
suggested. In Christchurch, 
this is seldom foe case and the 
only factors preventing New 
Zealand finishing the day in 
3 control were their own lade of 
confidence and foe discipline 
of foe English bowling. 

It can be argued, however, 
that the insertion was negative 
and counter-productive, that 


its provocation was to deny 
New Zealand their preferred 
route and its effect was to 
surrender an opportunity to 
put the series beyond doubt 
with an imposing first-innings 
total Only the end result can 
now dismiss such a charge. 

Having failed to bond out 
New Zealand inside a day, 
England certainly made fife 
harder than it needed to be. 
Essentially, they volunteered 
to bat under more pressure 
when their turn came. The 



Croft three-wicket haul 


consolation is the knowledge 
that this pitch contains few 
evils — certainly, far fewer 
than Atherton feared, and his 
opposite number hoped, when 
they reported far duty. 

A draw is not enough for 
New Zealand. They must win 
here to salvage a shared series 
and redeem some of the dam¬ 
age their reputations have 
suffered in the past week, so 
tiie sight of a covering of live 
grass on the pitch was far 
more welcome to their eyes 
than to England's, as they had 
named four pace bowlers. 

Stephen Fleming, leading 
New Zealand for the first time, 
admitted: “The pitch really 
didn't do very much. We’re 
happy to have tost only five 
wickets, but it is sow down to 
us to get the bail in the right 
channels a bit more than 
England did.” 

Fleming's promotion was 
one intriguing result of a groin 
injury that discounted Lee 
Germon. Only two years ago, 
Fleming was suspended from 
three one-day internationals 
as one erf three New Zealand 
players found smoking canna¬ 
bis cm a tour of South Africa. 
The other hvo^ Dion Nash and 
Matthew Hart have vanished 
from the international scene, 
but Fleming is rate of few New 


Zealanders at present with foe 
talent and charisma to make a 
lasti n g impression. 

Sinnliar things have been 
said of Ad am P&rore, but, on 
Monday, he was dropped. 
Germon's absence also 
brought his reprieve, however, 
and in his original role as 
wideetkeeper-batsnan. It was 
ironic indeed that, come the 
dose, he was batting stoically 
with the another problem 
child. Chris Cairns. 

A c onfusin g sequence of 
events was completed by Matt 
Home. His debut, at No 3, 
came about through Phrortfs 
demotion and he batted with 
great assurance to make 42, 
decorated by emphatic front- 
foot driving. It was only after 
his dismissal that he feh the 
full effects of a blow cn the left 
hand from Darren Gough, 
submitted to an X-ray and 
discovered he had broken a 
bone. 

England, who had the plea¬ 
sure of naming an unchanged 
team for the first time in 33 
Tests, were not deflected by 
deceptive conditions and they 
must already he grateful. The 
two spinners. Robert Croft 
and Philip TufheLL shared 40 
overs on the first day, conced¬ 
ing only 71 runs, and will have 
mudi more to do before the 


game is out Croft was the 
principal wicket-taker with 
three, another thing that 
would not have been predicted 
before play began, but the 
belief that the seamers would 
dominate was disproved long 
before lunch, by which time 
Dominic Cork had bowled an 
ecoentric. expensive spefl. 
compensated only by the wick¬ 
et of Bryan Young, who was 
bowled playing across a rare 
straight caie. 

Gough, this time, had no 


immediate answers when Ath¬ 
erton threw him the ball and it 
was not until 20 minutes 
before lunch that England 
tasted further suooess. Blair 
Focodc fell into a predeter¬ 
mined trap, felling to gel to foe 
pitch of a Sighted ball from 
Croft and driving to Atherton 
positioned at short mid-on. 

Croft'S bowling now showed 
foe benefits of setectorial confi¬ 
dence, his natural control 
augmented by a range of 
attacking experiments. With 


Bigfend won lass 

NEW ZEALAND: Rot innings 
B A Ybung b Cortc _11 

(Bmln .11 bafts.2toure) 

B A Aocockc Alteram bCrafl— 22 
SSmki. 65 bafts, 1 tourt 

M J Horn* c Thorp® b Gough_42 

(753tnin: 124 Safe. A tours) 

*S P Ranting st Stmnrt b Craft—62 
<218rrtU|, 167 bafts. 6 lows} 

N J AsSa e Hussain b Graft_15 

(37nfc. 23 bafts. 1 four) 

TA C Parorv not or* _08 

(tearsn. 131 bafts. 1 six. 1 four) 

CLCaimsnotout --10 

(48mto. 36 bafc. I kxr) 

Baras (b 1 . to 13. nb is).. 29 

Teas* (6 wW*. SO ovw. 386min}...229 

S B Dot*. GI AML 0 Lltottori and H T 
Daw to bat 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-14 (Rxock 1). 
2-78 (Horn 30). 3-106 (Fterntog 11). 
4-137 (Ranting 25), 5201 (Parore 25). 
BOWUNG: Cork 15447-1 (hb 12; 
7 toUK 6-1-33-1, 62-200, 30-Wfc 


Cask** 18-4-33-0 (hb 1; 2 faun; 5-2- 
S-O. 52-8-0. 3040. 2000 30-7-0): 
Gough 163-44-1 (nb 3. 3 fours; 30- 
130, 10-3-19-1, 30-120); Craft 24-4- 


130, 103-19-1, 30-120); Craft 24-4- 
49-S (rb 1; 1 asc. 3 tour* 0-1-12-1.8-1- 
18-1, 3-100.7-1-10-1); Trims 166- 

sao ci *oun 13-4-140. & 2 O 0 ): 
Thorpe 1-1-00 


SCORMG NOTES: Flat-day. Lunch: 
8S-2 (28 overs. 121ntirc Homo 31. 
Rentin g 2J. Tam 1864 B7 own, 
24tratn; Flaming 38. ftrore 9). Second 
new bat 207-5 (34 overs) at 5.07pm. 

ENGLAND: N V Knight. “M A Atherton. 
tAJ Stewart, Nftnsoln, GPThorpb.jp 
Cnariay. R D B Craft. 0 G Cork. 
D Gough, A R Caddek. P C RTuInel 
Umpires; R S Dunne and □ B Hat 
(Aus&aia), TIM unpfre D M Quested. 
Mateh ndansa: P J P Buga (Australa). 

SERES OETAS& Fiat Tost (Auck¬ 
land): Match Own Second Test 
(Wottngton); England won by an tarings 
and 68 runs 

O OampSott by B* Frintfal 


Gough bowling a bristling 
spell from the other end, 
England were briefly in foe 
ascendancy and it was no 
surprise when Home, his 
footwork deserting him, 
steered Gough to slip. 

Nathan Astie, cutting at a 
bah of inappropriate length, 
was sharply caught at slip by 
Hussain off Croft, but foal 
was England’s last wicket for 
almost two hours as Fleming 
and Parore put together .a 
battling stand of 64. , 

They were parted whep 
Fleming’s concentration span, 
the greatest enemy of his 
career, let him down again. 
Charging'feverishly at Croft, 
be was stamped by Stewart, 
leaving Cairns to survive with 
difficulty as Caddidc gained 
sane extravagant bounce with 
the new ball New Zealand's 
tail is long and one mere 
widen would have brought a 
smile of satisfaction to 

Atherton'S face: as ft was, he 
had a night to fret over the 
wisdom of scorning conven¬ 
tion once more. 

□Paul Strang, the Zimbab¬ 
wean teg spinner, will be 
Kent's overseas player this 
summer. Strang, 26, replaces 
Carl Hooper, who wfll be 
required by the West Indies 
until mid-June. 


Room to work, move, relax. 


By Russell Kempson 




Hartson: five-year contract 


Redknapp 
goes for 
broke on 
£5 million 
Hartson 


IT IS perhaps a sad indict- 
ment of the hyperflatcd Brit¬ 
ish transfer market, as:well as 
a stark reflection of the state 
of near panic at Upton Park, 
tint West Ham United should 
yesterday pay a dub record 
fee of £5 mPfion for John 

Hartson. the Arsenal forward. 

He will make his debut this 
afternoon alongside Paul 
Kitstm, the former Newcastle 
United striker, who cost £23 
million last week, in the FA 
Carting Premiership match 
away to Derby County. 

The purchasing record of 
Harry Redknapp, the West 
Ham manager, has not 
proved too successful in re¬ 
cent seasons. especially when 
buying from abroad; thus, it 
was no surprise that 
Redknapp has concentrated 
his latest efforts neater home. 

However, the credentials of 
Hartson, 21, who has signed a 
Eye-year contract, arid Kitson, 
26, do not bear foe ctosest of 
scrutiny, particularly with 
West Ham struggling in eigh¬ 
teenth place in the Premier¬ 
ship- Hartson. though a 
Wales international, has 
scored only four goals in 26 
app e aran ces for Arsenal tins 
season and only once since 
September. His disriplinaiy 
problems are rather more 
notable: be has been, sent off 
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once and booked 12 times, - 
missing five matches because 
of suspenston. 

Redknapp cannot afford to 
gel ft wrong again. “We now 
have two young strikers at the 
dub and they can benefit 
West. Ham not only this 
season, but also in the long 
term,’'be said. 

Hartson said: “West Ham 
has a great future and I want 
to be part of it I'm sure we can 
stay in the Premier League 
and it’s down to me to get foe 
goals to make ft happen.” 

Ronnie Whelan, the South- 
end United manager, has 
been reinstated, four days 
after being suspended by foe .. 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion dub. He stiff feces a 
misconduct charge from the 
Football Association after he 
was b a n i shed from the tooefr 
Jine during the game against 
Manchester City last Satur¬ 
day, tiie incident that led to 
his suspension. Theo Foley, 
hjs assistant, who was also 
ordered from the tooddine at 
Maine Road, was dismissed 
by foe dob. 

Bolton Wanderers and 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
have been charged by the FA 
after a flare-up involving no- 
tnoous players from each 
side marred their first divi¬ 
sion game at Burnden Park 
last month. 

Liverpool have formed an 
“affiance” with Crewe Alexan¬ 
dra. the second divirion duW 
designed to enhance the devf 
efopmat of young players. A 
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wffloffer mutual benefits, 
despite the differences in stat¬ 
ure; size and likely future 
tkvdopment of foe two 
parties." 


Gafladteris revival, page 51 



c n 7- n s r t ? 


On Eurostar, the journey is to be enjoyed, not endured. You have the space 
to concentrate on the job in hand. Working on your laptop, reading a novel, having a meal, 
taking a stroll or just dropping gently off to sleep. Tough at the top, isn't it? 


0345 303030 


or sec an appointed travel 


agent or railway station 
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: on tine might of Brixton Munchen G. 


f car for die football stadium... or rather Paddington rec, where the team change into their kit and discuss tactics. After a few 
bach undo'the critical eye of their co-founders. But why worry? The team triumphs 7-2, the ideal excuse for a celebration pint 


A deticatebasinesslhi^ 
gatecrashing another 
man's team. 1 first 
mentioned it to Joe in 
his kitchen three weeks ago. I 
said: “Joe, they've asked me to 
write about Sunday league 
football why tens of thousands 
of people do it, more and more 
teams each season, and so on." 
Joe nodded and beamed. Isaid: 
“Joe, there’s a snag.” He 
frowned. I said:. “Its . a bit 


Sunday comes 


They play in something called 
the London Relegation League 
— nine teams, 16 games a 
seas rai plus a rather truncated 
cup competition. It is all very 
aviBsed- Many players end up 


tricky.” He said: “They-want ^in the 03, because they are fed 
you to play! For the Ac&es?" 1 up/witit^as Tom Hndlay. 24, 
said: ‘That’s right”. Her I® n&pQfid leftwing; ptit ft,, 
frowned some more. He said: %3rti&febeer monsters” kick- 
“The thing is, wete dmog ing them in other leagues. The 
really well this season.” : Z&L ■ motto is Aeqtd: sonus, 
I said: “I know, Joe, you have..! ’ juvenus!, or *Ler& be reason- 
told me.” He said: Therms “^able, boysT And the boys were 


Every weekend thousands of would-be Cantonas battle 
for minor league glory at the local rec. Substitute 
Robert Crampton bribed his way on to the pitch 


told me.” He said: “There’s “^able, boysT 
other blokes waiting to get a rfeascmabte. 
game.” I said: T know, f know, Iplaysi^ 

but what can I.do? Either 1 get them, sor’d 
to play, or ft’srff.^Tadded, in goingtebfe 
what felt stamefriBy dose to an but events 
abuse of powetr ’^^Mrtures..! aware t&at 
will looknic^^Heira^jbeQk, -oftheirdWn 
I’ll have to ask the othe^h^ 
said:“Fine.” ^ 

And, when Joe 


solicitor and striker, put it 
them, the other members of :? 

Homertou Acadeamcals Ybot-v 
ball Club, they smdinie^ toa 


jw, .T^yaj^-^idewfltSomeof 
get them, sor’they knew Iwasn’t 
in goingtBbetoembarra^ment, 
an -but- evened, I was and am 
res.. aware that it was the/pranise 
ok, of therrotyn extehdetLiBustrat- 
;”T. > ed matcfrrepcrt in_Jfce Times 
V N jrafher ray any ability of name 
jjtfaai lured than. As my fellow 


Mickey Daniel, 26, 
-ait^ahd'fall bade. Would later 


jag... we ? warmed up: 
bii of fantasy 


involved in all .this, there’s kftg^. 
and pads and cups and shields 
and refs, and fha£s good.” 

Substitute? Indeed. That was 
die deal bickered between me, 
my friend Joe and die triumvi¬ 
rate who run the dub. Huey 
are: HuL manager (knackered 
his cnldate ligament in ’93, 
now pidcs the team); Caus, co- 
founder, in 1987, and now sort 
of dub captain (does most ofthe 
admin, still good for 20 minutes 
second half); and Kter, captain, 
midfidd engine, motivator, 
chief scout, alpha male.., 

Provided, they were suffi- 
aentfy far ahead, .against 
Brixton Munchen Gladbach 
after an hour, they said, then I 


could come on and play 30 
miriutes^(I play up front, and 
so does Joe. He knew, it would 
be him that came oft but he 
was willing to make the su¬ 
preme sacrifice.) • 

H owever, if—perish 
the thought — the 
Ackies were strug¬ 
gling, 1 would not 
get a game. Not to worry, said 
Joes when the Adries roetBMG 
earlier in the season they won 
15 (fifteehyi , although, admit¬ 
tedly, Brixton had turned up 
with only eight players, ana 
many of them, as Nick Miner, 
their captain, told me later in 
the pub, had been in a poor 


state from the night before. 

So it is in high spirits that we 
gather at Joe’s house in the 
shadow of Highbury stadium, 
Islington, north London, on 
Sunday morning. Joe puts on 
his video of the Ackie’s cup 
triumph in 1995 — their single 
honour to date — a triumph in 
which he scored twice. To eyes 
attuned to the Premiership, the 
ball and the players who chase 
it seem to move in slow motion, 
like spacemen undergoing zero 
gravity training. 

Suspicious flickers and wavy 
lines on the screen lead to the 
accusation that Joe has been 
overdoing the action replays, 
an accusation which he derues 


only halfheartedly. He has 
already owned up to recording 
every goal he has scored in his 
15-year, post-university career 
in a Tittle black notebook". 

We leave around 11. Me, Joe 
and John Feeney are in the 
back of Kier Starmer’s Saab, 
heading for the Astroturf at 
Paddington rec John Feeney is 
wearing an Italy shirt with 
Maldrni on the bade. John, 24, 
a barman and student, is the 
talented midfidd maverick. Ev¬ 
ery team has one. 

To be a talented maverick 
you have, usually, to be skilful, 
and yet underperform — for 
reasons usually connected to 
your weight and/or fitness, 
which are, in turn, connected to 
your lifestyle. This season, 
however, John is undergoing 
a Paul Merson-esque transfor¬ 
mation. 

“I was sub a lot last season 
and frustrated, so I made a hell 
of an effort" What did you do? 


“1 stopped eating so much. The 
midnight kebabs went 1 was 16 
stone Now I’m just over 14. 
and 1 haven't smoked all year. 1 
wanted to be more part of it” 

At the wheel, Kier Starmer, 
34, barrister, admits that he 
has been captain of every, 
football team he’s ever played 
in, from primary school on¬ 
wards. He pla>*s at least four 
times a week. ”1 just love 
playing football. I love it.” He 
also says: ”1 hate losing under 
any circumstances.” Whenever 
Kier comes up against a decent 
player, he moves in and at¬ 
tempts ruthlessly to poach him 
for tiie Adries. Both Joe and 
John arrived in this fashion. 

T met these guys on a stag 
weekend in Leicester in 1995,” 
says John Feeney. “We played 
football and afterwards, appar¬ 
ently, Gus was saying, *We 
must get John on his own Cos 
we want him to join the Ackies 
but his mate isn't very good,’ 
trying to be all subtle. So Kier 
leans over and says, ‘So, John, 
fancy playing for the Ackies?’ 
My mate’s face! Now, he can’t 
stand Kier, but there’s no 

Continued on page 2 
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E ver since its inception, 
OVC. Britain's first tele¬ 
vision shopping channel, 
has been mocked. It looks cheap 
and tacky, people complain. Pre¬ 
senters who know nothing at aU 
about their subject promow use¬ 
less tat, and the very lowest form of 
American gutless consumerism is 
being inflicted on the nation. 

Have these smug critics never 
watched satellite television? It is 
supposed to be like that The sports 
presenters know nothing about 
sport and are there only to 
promote the next night's pay-per- 
view boxing extravaganza. The 
news people spend all day with a 
finger in an ear looking slightly off 
camera in a pleading way, and 
most of the people on Live TV can’t 
even speak. So what a joy it is to 
flick to QVC and absorb those rare 


Reithian values: Quality, Value 
and Convenience. For a nation of 
shopkeepers, what could be better 
than keeping a shop in the comer 
of the sitting room? 

Why. only last week l took the 
advice of a balding little chap who 
told me to, “chuck out those crusty 
old cooking pots, forget that old 
oven, and buy this 98-piece pfle of 
plastic bits and pieces instead". It 
was fantastic you could roast a 
huge joint in only 40 minutes, and 
get that authentic brown colour, or 
do baked potatoes in just ten 
minutes without all that confusing 
hear getting in the way. So out 
went the Le Creuset and in came 
my wonderful microwave set 
which cost almost nothing, plus 
p&p. Now everything I cook tastes 
like porridge, so I don’t have to 
bother with ail those complicated 


• 111 :. 


QVC CHANNEL 


filings like ingredients and season¬ 
ing. So convenient. 

Last night, while watching a 
great show called In the Kitchen 
with Tefal, 2 bought a Tefal 
Silhouette Five-piece Pan Set for 
only £40. plus £4.45 p&p. The pots 
were so non-stick, the food expert 
said, that you could make an 
omelette without using oil or 
butter, so it was ideal for people on 
low-fat diets. Excellent, I thought, 

grate in some cfteddar as -the' 
expert did (using a Tefal multi¬ 
purpose grater £9.95 — on QVC 
there are always berter ways to 
slice, dice and grate), and hey 
presto! a ddfaoos law-fat meal. 



^ GILES COREN \ ^ 

You can watch flower-arranging 
with Robert de Something, and 
then call in for the Floral Design 
Vase Set (£36). The presenter 
didn't actually instruct me to buy, 


on fills occasion, he just said: "My 
sister does a lot of flower arrang¬ 
ing, she folds it very therapeutic”, 
and “if you're looking for a gift for 
Mothers Day..." 

Too late, 1 bad already bought 
my mother a Doctor Marten's 
Watch (E32J0): "Hey, look at this 
yellow stitching and the conve¬ 
nient buckle. And you’re saying 
that these will be in fashion for as 
long as Doctor Marten's boots are 
•in fashion?" Best of all though, the 
preseriterlflotmed out that it bad a 
second hsfad. a minute hand, arid, 
an how hand,, “which is' reaHy ;: 
useful". Hfceven turned forbade to 
camera and said: “Lode, you've got 
a stainless steel back, there”. 


which was a relief, because I was 
worried that all the cogs and 
springs might fall out if they Forgot 
to put a back on the watch. 

And so it goes on- Quality, 
Value, Convenience. But l am 
going-to have-to bave.a rest from 
QVC soon, because l'am now in 
danger in buying things twice — I 
already have two “Soft Touch 
belted cardigans. - from Honey 
(£16.7$) which feel like cashmere 

but are actually aaylic and cost a 

fraction of the price, and if I buy 
one more Nautical Body Vibes 
'Leisure Suit (£34) I fear my 
girlfriend may brain me with the 
^e rmte -pdigree Face Anniversary 
7ciodt (E50: — special “premiere” 
price) —of/worse still, my Crystal 
Swan Anniversary Clock (£65.75). 
" which really would be sad, 
because it has a little swan for a 


pendulum, and Presenter 

played Swan Lake whilehe was 
shewing it off, and said: “This is a 
filing of beauty but ifs a joy for 
ever because it will actually never 
outlive its usefulness and can be a 
hefrtaom'for later on." 

With -QVC I have seen me 
Beauty tf Blue Topaz", and be¬ 
come a collector of Elvis watches 
(“the King lives on in these fashion¬ 
able time-pieces'1, but I fear l will 
never stay up long enough to see 
Fragrances by Ivana at 4am. 
because when you wake up in me 
morning and flick on the telly 
before work to see an entirely new 
presenter turning exactly file same 
banana cake out of a Tefal baking 
dish as her colleague did only six 
hours before you know that you 
'have been spending too much time 
in front of the shops. 


Boxing 

THE PATTER of tiny feet invariably heralds an 
onslaught of garish plastic toys to challenge your 
sense of aesthetics, making the purchase of a stylish 
and well-made toy box essential. Whether your taste 
is for traditional, customised wooden toy boxes or 
eccentric designs by contemporary craftmakers, 
ensure the toy box meets child-safety requirements: 
wooden chests, particularly* must have locking stay 
hinges, anti-finger trap gaps, ventilation holes and 
non-toxic paint finish. 5UDIP1GOTT 
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1 Poppy-red, wooden, snail-shaped double-sided book/toy storage unit, with a reading seat and secret compartment, £239 including delivery, from Elephant Industries 
(0181-850 6875). 2 Pine toy box in hand-painted Beatrix Potter design, E305.50-E452.38. from Dragons, 23 Walton Street, London SW3 2HX (0171-589 3795). 3 Hand-made 
solid pine toy brae with hand-painted and stencilled Victorian nursery design. E285-E467 from Billie Bond Designs (01245 380164). 4 Donald Duck or Aristocat cartoon 
reinforced cardboard toy braces, £12.95, from the Holding Company. 243-245 King's Road, SW3 5EL (0171-3521600, mail order 0171-610 9160). 5 Handmade limited 
edition birch-ply puzzle toy box. with colour-matching, shape-sorting number dials and the like, £325 (post-Christmas special offer, £299 inducing defivery), from 
Woodpecker Toys (01325 377265). 6 Safari-design painted wooden toy box, £125, from the Pier, 91 -95 King's Road, SW3 4PA (0171-351 7100). 7 Portable toy box made 
from colourful cotton twill rolls on double-castors, £29.99, plus £3.95 p&p, from Baby Basics (mail order 01993 770607). Teddy bear on left, £3056, from Dragons, as above. 
Large teddy £79.99, and small teddy £19.99, both horn Hamleys. Regent Street W1 (0171-734 3161). Photograph; Des Jenson. Styling: Caroline Griffiths 



‘You don’t get slagged for lack of skill, only effort 


Malari Barik had the harrowing experience of watching 
her mother go blind in her old age, and she was terrified 
that history was about to repeat itself when her own eyes 
began to cloud over. Thankfully she came to a Sight 
Savers' e>e hospital where surgeons carried out a simple 
cataract operation. 

it cost just £10 to restore her sight. 

Please will vou help someone like Malari to see again 
by sending us a donation for £10 or whatever you can 
afford: We have restored the sight of nearly four million 
people and we rely almost entirely on public supporr to. 
carrvonouruork. 


Delivery Guaranteed 


| My gift fs □ no 

I D £100 


□ £20 O £50 
J □ £100 □ £250 □ Other £_ 

■ Please mate your cheque pgyatrie to ^htSwgsli awm oo ni . or If you wish a 
* paw by Access.VtauAmcx or CAP dMriqrardow yow card number in Ae 
| bonsbdow. 





Continued from page 1 
resentment towards me.” “I 
don’t believe in buggering 
around,” Kier says. “I 
thought, ‘if that guy loses 
some weight he could be quite 
a player'.” 

“Kier brings in a lea of 
players, fair not ones who 
might replace him,” says Joe. 

"This team would be a 
bunch of old elephants with¬ 
out my recruiting," says Kier. 
which is harsh, but almost 
certainly fair. 

W e arrive at the rec. I 
talk to Phil Watson. 
36. charity adminis¬ 
trator. former stalwart, now 
manager. I ask about his 
career-ending injury. “I didn’t 
mind too much." he says. 
“Football turns a lot of people 
into gits, and I used to get a red 
mist sometimes when I 
played." 

Phil gives a ream talk in the 
dressing room. The atmo¬ 
sphere changes as denim and 
leather give way to royal blue 
nylon and shin pads. There is 
no faddish irony. Vaseline is 
smeared on knees to alleviate 
friction bums. Somewhere in 
the last five minutes, this has 
become a serious business. 
“Keep it tight early on! Call for 
every bail! There are points at 
stake! Forger Rob’S here! For¬ 
ges the photographer! You're 
playing for (he Ackies and 
that's ail that matters!” says 
PhiL This team turned Red 
Star over twice last season!” 
says someone. 

Generalised shouting takes 
oven "Easy bail!” “Pfay 
it simple!” And. simply: 
"Ackies!!” 

A small, scruffy bay in¬ 
trudes. He points at some¬ 
thing. “Can I have that?” he 
says. “Out! Out! OutT says 
Phil. 

On the Astro, after the 
warm up. there is another 
team talk, in which Gus 
Robertson, 35. another charity 
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The Addes Sunday league stpiad. Bads row, left to right John Phillips, 37, accountant Gus Robertson. 35, charity 
administrator; Joe Bond, 36, solicitor. Tom Findlay. 24, public relations officer, Patrick Ladbury, 27, charity worker; Shane 
Corby, 15. schoolboy; Trevor Hurst, 33, bank worker. John Feeney, 24, bannanAdrian Ladbury, 31 journalist. Front row: 

Phil Watson, 36. charity administrator George Daniel 2X artist Kier Scanner. 34. barrister 7M«k Eooid. 19. student 
Sammy Daniel 19, eas te rner r ela tion s; Julian Frederick. IS, office junior; Mickey Daniel 26. artist; Jade Daniel four, fan 

administrator, retterates what analyse, still appreciate the to prove their worth and for20 puff around a bit Fbrttmatelv 


Phil said ten minutes before. 
Thai, there is more exhorta- 
tory shouting, and then the 
match kicks off. 

Following a rapid and re¬ 
markable series of egregious 
defensive errors by the Ackies, 
Brixton Munchen Gladbach 
score in the first minute. 

"Organise/* shouts RiiL 

The Ackies* best league fin¬ 
ish in seven seasons bis been 
fourth out of ten. in 1992-3. 
Last season, they were sev¬ 
enth. with five wins, a draw 
and ten defeats. “Yeah, we’ve 
had some pretty abysmal per¬ 
formances." admits Gus. "But 
even then, we would still 


beautiful game. 

“We used to have people 
who were really hopefess but 
were really nice blokes and 
they’d have been heartbroken 
if you left them out People 
used to come straight from 
parties, on two hours’ sleep, 
and they'd Ik chucking their 
guts up after 20 minutes." 

This season, however,, a 
more ruthless setectorial and 
disciplinary regime has put 
the Ackies top of the LRL with 
over half the season gone. 
“People like me now only play 
if the numbers aren’t there,” 
says Gus. accepting his lot. 

And now the chosen 11 begin 


minutes in the middle of the 
first half they look really quite 
good, intimidatingly good, a- 
lot-bener-than-me good. 


P asses are strung. Set 
pieces pay off. They go 
4-1 up. Phil smiles. He 
says to me: “You can see your 
moment of glory approaching.” 

And so it comes, as prom¬ 
ised. after an hour, and it 
would be a lot easier to write' 
this next bit if l were a really 
bad footballer, but I’m not, 
just mediocre and way out of 
practice. I used to play regu¬ 
larly at college, but that was 
eight years ago. So I huff and 


puff around a bit Fortunately, 
the Brixton defence all seem to 
be smokers, too. I have a 
comedy collision with their 
goalkeeper, and L miss a 
deceit chance—bur you don’t 
get slagged for tack of skill 
only-tack of effort —and Kier 
keeps shouting, “Let's get Rob 
a goafl" which is nice of him, 
and their -centre half says 
“Who* this Rob?" and I try 
and fell to keep up with Julian, 
my 18-year-old striking part¬ 
ner, who can run like the 
wind, who once came third in 
the lOten for Harrow Schools 
and who goes on to score three 
for the Addes in the second 
half, and so they — we — win 


7-2. And.I go off to qualified 
praise and I’m thinking, may¬ 
be if J got myself fit.. 

“On the way to the pub, Kier 
and John swap analyses. ’The 
bloke you were marking is a 
great player but he's getting 
old and fat,” says Kier. “Their 
defence was clueless," says 
John._ There is much talk of 
grinding out a result while not 
playing especially well. 

• 1 talk to George Daniel, 23, 
newly graduated in graphics 
and fine ait, central defender 
and, by some distance, the 
Ackies best player, the one the 
others say could have been a 
pro. You’re good aren’t you 
George, I say. "Everyone says 
so but I don’t feel it," he says. 
He likes playing at the back. 
“It's good to know sometime: 
you have saved the day." 

George is so good-natured 
that, when the team choose 
their Man of the Match in the 
pub. he has been known to 
vote for all the nominees. 

There have on occasions 
been four Daniel brothers in 
fife team, but today Nathan. 
29» is ill, Mickey — already 
mentioned — is on the bench ■ 
because an old knock has been • 
playing him up, and Sammy, 
19, has not turned out this 
season because he has been 
woridng Sundays, at flsea to 
save up for his imminent 
travels in Asia. He is here • 
today, however, his last week-' 
end in England, to support 
■ Sammy forms one-seventh 
of the crowd, the rest of which 
is: the brothers' dad, Earl; 
Mick ey's daughter Jade; Ffcffs 
brother Andy; two small toys, 
and Shane, ayoung neighbour 
of Nathan Daniel, watdung 
and waiting, the Ackies’ youth 

policy made flesh. 

Sa mmy explains that he* 
been earning double-time on 
Sundays, too good id spurn. 
But I miss the football, man,” 
he says wistfully. "I miss it 
bad." I’ve missed it too. Hd 
forgotten how much. 
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Anyone for crochet? Suddenly it’s upbeat and sophisticated, says Heath Brown 










.i 









/ . 






‘r-y 


■AS* * T A . 


■fJ#*vW'- 


& 


TOP LEFT: Chocolate fine crochet knit 
dress and satin sfip, £39.99, 
River bland, 124 Kensington High Street, 
W8 and branches nationwide 
(0181-998 8822) 

MAIN PICTURE: Baby blue halter neck 
top, £29.99. River island, as before 

FAR LEFT: Chocolate beaded cardigan, 
£110, Whistles, 12 St Christopher's 
Place, W1 (0171-487 4484). 
Multi-coloured knit trousers, £3689, 
Jeffrey Rogers, branches nationwide 
(0171-208 4300). Khaki leather thongs. 
£166, Gina, 189 Stoane Street, SW1 
(0171-235 2932) 

AH photographs by Richard Bums 
Hair and make-up by 
Sally Kvalhelm 
Styling by Amandlp Uppaf 
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FAR LEFT: 

Green/whttestripey 
mus&i stretch shirt, 
£60, Agnes B, 'ill 
Fulham Road, SW3 
PI71-225 3477) 

ABOVE: Men’s cotton 
sfwt, £55, Jigsaw. 9-10 
Floral Street WC2 
P171-2405651) 

LEFT: Sheer wavy 
stripe shirt; £34.99, 
Jeffreyflogars, 
branches nationwide 
(0171-2084300) 


F orget all your preconcep¬ 
tions about crochet. Gone 
are the days of its associ¬ 
ation with doting grand¬ 
mas sitting bF fee firemalone baby 


coats and booties. Now a much 
more upbeat image surrounds this 
knitting technique. Since its fashion 
resurgence, which began with fee 
grunge collection of Marc Jacobs in 
1993, through to fee Giorgio 
Armani and Karl Lagerfeld collec¬ 
tions the following year, crochet 
has slowly been infiltrating the 
designer stores in more and more 
sophisticated styles. 

Today, crocheted clothing is a lot 
finer and more delicate than fash¬ 
ion creations of the past “The new 
look is morebeautifu] and feminine 
than people would think, possible,'* 
says Chris Sims of crochet com¬ 
pany D.S. Collection. “Ifs not just 
Sixties^styte patchwork squares, it's 
a lot more modem. “ 

T here is a great collection of 
ready-to-wear crochet 
styles on the high street for 
this spring and summer. 
The more delicate floral examples 
are best Sheen-made items Tend to 
be finer in lace effects but they can 
lose then- shape. Slightly thicker, 
preferably hand-made versions are 
better but medium machine exam¬ 
ples. such as the halter top shown 
here by River Island, and other 
simple styles are a good buy. Slim 
and short crochet tops are flattering 

and the more sheer over-dresses 
available go well -with light chiffon 
slips and stnppy tube dresses 
tmdemeafe. 

For tiie more adventurous, multi¬ 
coloured stripes in trousers or 
cardigans have a. bint of the 
Seventies.-but-a mixture of bright 
and sludge colours can look ultra¬ 
modern when teamed wife a sexy 
sheer cardigan and the new thong 
sandals. 











ABOVE: Blue shiny crochet top, £125; chevron stripe skirt. 
£145, Kate Jones, 28 St Christopher's Place. W1 (0171-935 
4197). Khaki leather thongs, £185, Gina, as before 
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NEFF INTRODUCES 
A MIRACLE 
OVEN CLEANER. 


WATER. 


z . t. 

^ V' 







To clean your oven, just pour in water, use 
the Hydro-clean setting, then wipe out with a 
sponge: For our free brochure, call 0990133090. 
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all year round, says Stephen Anderton 


O n a hillock in Suffolk, leaves an inch or more long, 
between Debach and stubby spikes of while flowers. 
Dallinghoo. the dwarfs 1 grew half a dozen of these pi: 

are massing. It might Ift apart, in a block, in a raised be 


O n a hillock in Suffolk, 
between Debach and 

Dnllinghoo. the dwarfs 

are massing. It might 
sound like Tolkien, but it is true. 
Here, at the Siskin Planrs nursery', 
Chris and Valerie Wheeler are build¬ 
ing up a specialist collection of dwarf 
shrubs and alpines. Their passion is 
for dwarf hebes, which is hardy in 
East Anglia — and you ram get 
much hardier than that. 

Hard winters can cut to the ground 
or kill the large-flowered hybrids of 
Hebe spedosa. but the Wheelers have 
been collecting die toughest and 
smallest species {from Sin to 3ft) for 
six years, and 
rheir collection of 
85 varieties and 
species is recog¬ 
nised as a Nat¬ 
ional Collection 
by rhe NCCPG 
(National Council 
for the Conserva¬ 
tion of Plants and 
Gardens}. 

But why the at¬ 
traction to dwarf 
plants? There are 
few plants today 
as willingly dis¬ 
missed or scorned 
by fashion-con¬ 
scious gardeners Hebe vemicoi 
as dwarf conifers. 

particularly in their 1960s-style 
heather-and-conifer niL Mr Wheeler 
admits that even dwarf conifers haw 
flung their fling; he stocks only 
Juniperus communis ‘Compressa*. a 
spiky little upright juniper which, in 
the hunger of a trough, will make as 
little as ISin in height in ten years, 
and is therefore invaluable. 

Unlike conifers, however, hebes 
are evergreens which flower well. 
“We have hebes in flower from late 
April until October. ‘Baby Marie’ is 
always the first, in late April. It is 
only I ft high and covers itself in pale 
lilac flowers. But for a long season 
going on into the autumn it is hard to 
beat ‘Nicola's Blush', a pink variety 
which fades to two-tone white." 

May to July is the main flowering 
period for dwarf hebes. with a few 
coming after that. One of the 
Wheelers* recommendations is Hebe 
recunxt. which flowers in August and 
September, when few other shrubs 
are at their peak. It has narrow, grey 
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Hebe vemicosa: easy to grow 


leaves an inch or more long, and 
stubby spikes of white flowers. 

1 grew half a dozen of these plants 
lit apart, in a block, in a raised bed in 
Northumberland. They took, every 
wind that blew and never looked any 
the worse for that, After ten years of 
generous flowering, the group was 
still only a couple of feet high, and 
starring to lean out attractively over 
the edge of the bed. The plants had 
never been pruned, apart from some 
pinching out of tips in the first couple 
of years to make them bushy. 

I could not tell Mrs Wheeler this. 
She is firmly in the pruning school of 
hebe growers. “All hebes. apart from 
the whipcord-like 
varieties — whose 
leaves have been 
reduced by nature 
to the appearance 
of scaly stems — 
must be pruned 
after flowering; 
just a haircut all 
over, to take off 
the old flower 
heads." And 1 am 
sure she is right. 
If flower power is 
the main aim, he¬ 
bes need a hair¬ 
cut, like heather. 
Pruning keeps 
: easy to grow them denser. 

There is a low 
species, Hebe subalpina, with apple- 
green leaves which, Mrs Wheeler 
says, is inclined to become bare at the 
centre. It needs its leading rips 
pinched regularly to keep its inner 
stems covered.' Pinching produces 
shoots which cross back over into the 
centre, hiding the baldness. 

Hebes have a lot in common with 
heathers. They are neat, tidy, hum¬ 
mocky plants, good for a decade or so 
of service in the garden. It is no 
surprise that the Wheelers get regu¬ 
lar requests not just for plants for 
troughs, but for a planting plan to go 
with them. If is a service they are 
pleased to provide because so often, 
in a trough, one low plant — bought 
as an “alpine" — will turn rampant 
and smother its cohabitants. 

The appeal of true dwarfs is that 
they stay near and tidy, do not get our 
of hand and. if suitably chosen, can 
coexist happily for many years. 

It was this appeal which drew a 
customer. Mrs Judy Foster, to ask the 



Judy Foster has started planting dwarf hebes and alpines in troughs and sinks in her Suffolk garden 


Wheelers to design a planting of 
dwarfs and alpines for the troughs 
and sinks in her new garden nearby. 
Dwarf hebes can be used like 
heathers, in a bed an their own. and. 
in these circumstances, ir is impor¬ 
tant to make the most of textures. As 
well as the dense hummocks of hebes 
such as H. topiaria {I2in-24in), there 
are more open textured varieties like 
H. pimeloldes ‘Quicksilver* (ISin). 
which has blackish, arching stems 
covered in tiny silvery blue leaves. 
You might almost rake this one for a 
species of broom or cotoneaster. 

Then there are the species, such as 
H. vemicosa and paudramosa. 


which hold their leaves out in four 
directions up the stem. And there are 
the whipcord hebes, such as H. 
hectorii (16in) and ‘James Stirling' 
(16in). with their scaly “stems". 

Hebes are easy to grow. “Any soil 
will do, so long as it is not too dry or 
waterlogged. The whipcords especial¬ 
ly hate drought" 

Hebes are certainly easy to propa¬ 
gate. I knew an old man in central 
London who used to cut 18in bran¬ 
ches off the large-flowered hybrids in 
spring, stick them in the ground in a 
shady place and, with regular squirts 
from a hose, they grew away the 
same season. In autumn he would 


move them into the full sun. 

Even the Wheelers do not use 
rooting hormone for most spedes. 
They take their cuttings year at about 
a couple in indies long under 
polythene, with no artificial bottom 
heat in summer, though covering 
does speed up the process in winter. 
But for most of us, late summer is the 
easiest time for cuttings. 

• Siskin Plants. Davey Lane, 

Charsfield. Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 
7QG (OI473 737567}. offers several 
collections of dwarfand alpine plants, 
including two dwarf hebe collections 
at £22 each. Catalogue. £/. Container 
planting design fee, £S. 


(7*vj This winter I haw 
liil prepared my garden 
for turfing. Should I lay it 
now or wait until March? 
The soQ is dry and sandy 
and I am worried about 
drought if I leave it too 
long. —. Dr Jane Davis, 
West Kirby^ Cheshire. 

® The reason for recom¬ 
mending March is 
that the turf is then making 
new roofs "in-the spring 
warmth which will estab¬ 
lish quickly. The sooner it is 
rooted the sooner you can 
use die lawn. If you want to 
lay it before then, and can 
find the turf, go ahead, but 
you will need to keep off it 
until it is established. This 
way the minute the roots 
start to grow they will begin 
to establish in situ. Avoid 
doing this work in frosty 
weather. If you want to lay 
very fine, expensive turf, the 
result may be better when 
laid in March. 


]7^l My son is brooding a 
)So conservatory and 
wants to put in a water 
supply. Which is the lesser 
of two evils; a supply from 
a bore hole with a high 
lime content or a house¬ 
hold supply treated by a 
water-softener containing 
salt? — Mrs S. Isa, St Peter. 
Jersey. Channel Islands. 

H I would go for tile 
softened supply. Salt 
is used in the purification 
but the resulting water is 
not salty. The salt serves to 
dean the km exchange res¬ 
ins which do the work of 
taking out the lime The 
resins also take out ‘the 
magnesium ions, so in the 
long-term a balanced feed¬ 
ing program will be neces¬ 
sary. Luny water, though 
cheaper, would reduce the 
number of plants you could 
grow — no rhododendrons 
or camellias — and it also 


STEPHEN ANDERTON 

replies to readers’ tetters 

r f have encrusts on clay pots and on 
nr garden glass. Water-spray nozzles 
,ld Hay it block, too. Softaied water 
fl. March? would be much cleaner, 
tnd sandy even if the pressure is less. 

% im what *** or b, ? e 

5? Oavis lyJ shrub could I grow in 

ground saturated by an 
• inefficient soakaway at a 

for recom- cesspit? The ground water 
dardi is will contain detergents as 
samaking as nutrients. The cess- 

fte spring . ph is in a paddock dose to 
vifl estab- woodland. — Mrs M.P.Kir- 
axmer it is t0Ili Bagshot, Surrey. 

I and can not be a problem. I 

ihead, but assume that at Bagshot 

keen off it y° u 316 on aa ° s0 “’ 50 11 
shed This y° u want a splash of bright 
the roots why not try some 

will besin P lants of d* mountain lau- 
itu. Avoid rel Kalmia latifolia. It loves 
in frosty good. rich, wet soil, and the 
rant to lay icing-sugar pink flowers in 
re turf, foe midsummer are hugely at- 
■tter when tractive. As an evergreen it 
will draw wafer ail year 
round. Alternatively, you 
raDdins a could plant a deciduous 
ory and conifer, such as the swamp 
i a water cypress Taxodium disti- 
the lesser cAum or the dawn redwood 
pply from Metasequioa giyptostrob- 
th a high oides. Both have good au- 
a house- hurm colour. Willow trees, 
rted by a such as Salix alba and its 
notaining forms, would do well, and 
t St Peter, could be pollarded to 
stands. * maximise the winter bark 
" colour..If you wanted some- 

o for the thing shrubbier, say 6ft-10ft 
Ppty- Sait jn all-over she, try Salix 
urificatiqn moupinensis or fargesii. 
; water is Both have broad, glamor- 
t serves to ous, un-willow-tike foliage 
hange res- and shining mahogany 
e work of winter buds and baric 


• Readers should write to: 
Garden Answers, Weekend, 
7beTtms, l Pennington . 

St. London £19XN. We regret 
that ir may not be possible 
to deal with every request. 
Advice is offered without 
legal responsibiUty. The Tunes 
also regrets that arqr 
enclosures cannot be returned. 
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T2-PAGE MAGAZINE g 


H In our March issufcrwe- 
celebratB the 50th anniversary of 
BBC Radio 4’s Gardeners’ 
Question Time, with a free 32- 
page magazine, (n it/the present 
chairman, Eric Robson, traces the 
history of the show. And members 
li of the team answer your 101 


►.Amost commeriiquestions. Also 
this montii you’ll find the second 
extract from Geoff Hamilton’s 
book, Private Paradises. And we 
welcome back the .new series of 
BBC 2’s Gardeners' World, with 
Alan Titchmarsh’s ideas bn 
Mediterranean gardening. 


DONT MISS THE MARCH ISSUE OUTN0W. 


B©§§ J /) SNOWDROPS IN THE GREEN OFFER 

~ A ASj, Snowdrops “Qahnihm nivalis" are a muse for the early 

Spring Garden. If you would like a drift of ihcu:, ir will soon 
, yji be rime so plant than - whilst the leaves are Hill green. 

'i/vi /T” Today, we are offering 100 bulbs for only C9A5, or 200 for 

B ren**- £17-95 including postage direct from the nursery They arc 
^ V-fXvl 1 N Iff | afj J ideal for planting under deciduous trees or shrubs and 

vvfulIT III Iff (I jk n n mt OJn, Pl' nwnl tinier aconites and cyclamen. Phone non on 
vVvkll ill 111 U // //// f/V 013! 427 3968 or Till in the coupon. For more details of 

Ill 11 If / I I ///// Summer flowering bulbs why not ring or write for our free 

\\|g 11 B1 (I JI IffJfJ* colour catalogue. 400 items to choose from and 300 superb 

-—Wl BH aMg—^ photos. Bulbs from the expens, IS* Chelsea Gold 

* ’Afir rrfr._ _.- Medalisu. The plants will be dispatched within 28 days. 

PHONE 0181 427 3968 Futl cultural instructions. Money back if not salisGcd. 


Post 10 . Jacques Amand Snowdrops 
135 The Nurseries, Cbmp HOI 
Stanmore, Middx. HA7 3JS. 



Address. 


I enclose a eras cheque payable 10 

jAMAKD LTD for £- . 

ray Access.’Visa account by £--— 

Card No... 

Expiry Date....... 
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A NEW GUARDIAN 
GARAGE DOOR 


The Button That Could 
Save Your Life. 




No more heaving. puRWnc or URJriQ, now with a mare 
touch ot a button your Guardian Rsrmb Control 
Oarage Door amply roftn up and a way. wMa you day 
warm and dry in ttw comfort ot your car. Manufactured 
at mavnananco froa stave enanetbd atumWum in a 
range of colours and fully Instated, may wa prove to 
be a sound msaonant and an atbactnm addition to 
your home. . 
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FREEPHONE 
0800 772266 


CALLERS 

BRAMLEY’S NURSERIES tna « 
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Security Bars 
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Buy Britain's No.l Garden Tractor 



Choose a Countax because it's the best It wilt trim 
and stripe a fine lawn, power through 
the roughest paddock amt 
collect completely without 
ever dogging - even in the 
wettest weather! Buy it 
now, before the rush, and 
get the very special extra 
value of this superb lOcwt, 
pneumatic tyred, steel 
Dump Truck - ideal for 
transporting logs, earth etc. 
far 2S page broebare and FREE Dump Track Claim 
Farm- Read all about it and then took a demonstration. 

. Don't delay - offer ends on March 3rd? 

N®..- ; - Wj 




Our iDDovatrae, removable. !■ 

a nd w r bxs provide instmr . osf ; |fl 

to insiafl seorrity.for bcouitss I 89 

and home. The tough powder . I fl 
cosed tars can be Wl el place SRK 
arowrt the dock or fast fitted If 
when required. The unique 
tockmg system dows Ok bars ^ T 
lo be removed m seconds. 

For a FBH C planr B raduga pi o wo 
fbme 0130220 3299 or wrila to our 
FBffiWr address irtow 



SECURITY SYSTEMS 







GlOBAi.S£CLRirY (STL fRESKHT (EX1W8). EXETHl EX11AZ 


company itnist, and 
I recommend ten 

tO jOfl^IWICTmMUHRO 

• louaHjfkn oftea rirtiin 3 dajrt 
■ AO stairs Cued •VdH guaranteed 

Call Churchill’s 

0800 371982 

Odl FBEE am ud far ChUn 
Owe far j FREE taoie - 

CMHdMMa > DAYS A «TEK 9<UUPM 


ChnrduU T s StairfiftsMc 

ffi THE STAmurr EXPEWS 
“wfcvrtlwpOTwwnlew unittaMK 


BLOOMS o/ Bressingham 

A Collection of 
Hakonechloa macra Alboaurea 

Ran^oflt^.dKrbriflianrfdiagegrassJfekooediloamaaa Aflxjanrea 
provides otasanding coIcxh; texxure anJ fcnm yearafter’yearinbonJeror 
coiuainer and is also stunning when grown aldneas 3 specimen or axnbined with 
other plants. 

The variety we are offering has leaves with a fcsoray tinge overlaying the grem and 
buff varit^Donand anoe fully f^ownir 

reaches a p preo dm aedy 25cm in 
heighewith a spread of 
35cm. 

Hakonechloa nacia 

Alboaurea prefers 
sun and 
fertile soil 
which, 
doesnot 
dry ouc. 
oompfeedy. 

Oh . 
de^andi 
they will 
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__01245 326004 
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H ckonecri too Offer. Blooms - 

Mcti Older, Acknd 9fiS 
J^Jgf^ns^Noifok V2ZWSL 
^ c ^ v ^'. 1o . al addresses h the UK, 

BLOOMS^ Bressinghaiu * Northern 
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Jane Owen dips info her favourite guide to great British gardens — whether traditional, quirky or overrun by gnomes 
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The Garden in Mind near Rowlands Castle; Hampshire 


T his year the National Gar¬ 
dens Scheme, which las 
turned us into a nation of 
garden voyeurs and, some 
garden owners would maintain, 
plant thieves, celebrates its 70th 
year. Actually I think they are 
being modest and could, at a push, 
celebrate nearly 90 years. 

Either way, it's dane weD: the 
scheme, which last year gave E13 
million to the Royal Gardeners' 
Orphan Fund, the Good Samaritan 
Fund of the Gardeners' Royal 
Benevolent Society, and Cancer 
Relief Macmillan Fund among 
others, opened 3300 gardens in 
England and Wales. Some are big, 
some tiny, same professional, some 
amateur, and some open only for 
the National Gardens Scheme or' 
the Yellow Book as the annual 
garden directory is known. 

The scheme's birthday calcula¬ 
tion goes back to Elsie Wagg of the 
Queen's Institute of District Nure^ 



■ Divide and replant chimps of 
snowdrops and aconites into twos 
and (hrees while st£Q in full leaf. 

■ Protect eariy blossom on wall 
trim trees against frost, with 
polythene horticultural flen, 
netting or paper. 

■ Cm bade to-3-3 bods the knag 
wands of growth mi wisteria. 

■ Sow over beat bedding plants 
requiring an eariy start such as 
begonia, tabeBaandanturhiniim. 

■ Cm dead leaves off H&leborvs 
before flowering begins. 


mg. whoin 1927 suggested opening 
ganfcms at sixpence a time to raise 
. money for her organisation. At a 
push, the NGS could take its: 
inception back to Sir Ftank Crisp, a 
solicitor who created a garden in 
.Henltykih-Thaines and charged 
. sixpence a head which went to the 
. GardaTe^Rpyal Benev^entlnsti- 
tntion. the Gardeners' Orphan 
Fund, and the Mayor of Henley’s 
Convalescent Fund in the tint 
decade of foe century. 

In many respects, his garden was 
typical of the eccentric gems still to 
be found in the Yellow Book. His 
, Was one ofthe first in this country 
; to include gnomes .and it also had 
. an accurate scale model of the 
. Matterhorn made from 20.000 tons 
of millstone grit . 

The garden is well recorded arid 
was truly odd. in its landscaping, 
but the planting, according to 
contemporaries, was excellent —' 
“ttefin^eaoonpleofrockgarden- 
;ing outside- the Alps,' wrote 
EJHJerikmsmTfte Gardenia 19)2. 
Today, it is closed to the public. : 

This year, for a garden in foe 
same league as Sir Frank’s, tty 
Ivan and Angie Hicks’ The Garden 
In Mind on foe Sussex/Hampshire 
border, which is surreal Plants 
sprout from desks and typewriters, 

" trees add shrubs are contorted into 
strange shapes, pieces of hanging 
mirror twinkle between sculpture 
and sequoia, and paths lead in and 
out of plants symbolising Otitic 
mythology. For a traditional but 
bnUiantgardm. try Richard Nuttis 
near High;. Wycombe, which is 
ifibakr to foe national collection of 



r 


■>-V ?> 





A 


>*r 







Ivan Hickswith one of his sculptures in the mystic pool area at Groombridge Place, Kent which is open to the public under the National Gardens Scheme 


bpicojum as wrij as.being famed 
for its huge variety of snowdrops, 
hellebores, crocus, speckled-leaved 
pink or blue-flowered puhnonarias 
(Mr Nutt bred foe famous 
Pulmoruma ‘Barfield Regalia} and 
autumn crocus. ‘ 

About 15 years ago when I first 
visited.his garden, through the 
Yellow Bode, Mr Nutt introduced 
me to willows — varieties of Salix 
alba ■—. pollarded dose to foe ■ 
ground so that the colourful new 
growth gives spectacular colour in 
winter. He copied foe technique 
from the gardener and author. 
Valerie Fionas pud from foe Cam¬ 


bridge Botanical Garden, but it is a 
technique used to its ultimate 
effectiveness by arranging red 
blanched willows as the front of the 
bed, then the orange, and finally 
the brightest odour yellow. 

For those whose family and 
friends are less than enthusiastic 
about garden visiting, check foe 
'teas" entries. Tea and plant sales 
tend to raise more money than the 
entrance, and so, when teas are cm 
’ offer, huge effort is put into making 
excellent cakes. They produce som¬ 
nolence in reluctant garden visitors 
and. ensure that outings will be 
better received. 


■ Richard Nutt’s garden. Great 
Barfield, Bradenham, Bulks 
(4mNWof High Wycombe, 4m 

S of Princes Risborough). Open Feb 23,2pm-5pm. 

■ Groombridge Place Gardens, Groombridge, 
Kent (4m south of Tunbridge Wells). Open March 
28-October26, lOam-tipm. 

■ The Garden In Mind. Stansted Park, Rowlands 
Castle. Hants (3m NE of Havant). Open June 1 
and September 1.2-tipm. 

■ Burocoose Nurseries, Cornwall Gut SE of 
Redruth on A393). which regularly exhibit at Royal 
Horticultural Sotiety shows in London. Open 
March 16, llam-Spm. 

■ George Plumpire’s parents’ garden at 


GARDENS TO VISIT 


Goodnestone Park. Kent Open 
February 16 and March 16, 
noon-6pm. 

■ Joan Royd House. Penistone, Yorkshire, 
Sheffield (Ml junction 37, then A62S). Open March 
5,2-5pm. 

■ The National Garden Scheme Yellow Book. 
Gardens of England and Wales open for charity 
1997. £330, is available from most good bookshops 
from the end of February. Or write to the National 
Gardens Scheme. Hatch]ands Park, East Clandon. 
Guildford. Surrey GU47RT, with a cheque for 
£425. This year a few gardens will open in the 
evening. For a list write to the National Gardens 
Scheme (above). 


HARDWOOD FLOORING 


HOMES & GARDENS 
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SCATTER 

Clears Cate 


Scatter transnds random burets 
of ultrasound at a frequency that 
cate awofci Theytt turn awry 
long before they expose 
themselves to Rs fufl impact, so 
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sonsore to go wrong. Highly 
reUaUe, toVy weatherproofed 
miniature computer (knit 


from your garden 

NIGHT AND DAY, EVERY DAY 
^ Unique programme of 
computer-controlled 
so ultrasound expels cats 
„ from lawns, flower beds, 
shrubberies, walls 
and patios hoi 


SWTCHb uw lwwBfcgiMfciBfMlinriipinlBiiU ftftECtcO 
NO affect on blnte oroilMr pots MAUDIBLE to humanM 
Scatter te compMaly sate. Installad faa inhctim. 

Try ff for 90 days - S year guaraxdae ^rn' ■ - 


FREEPHONE 08003165500 . 

FOR FREE BROCHURE 


8caBK4St- 

•TRADE and 




nnzncBQ. 


HARD WATER 


The Scientific Solution 
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Incredible low-cost 
computer technology! 
Krystal fits in minutes 
- it’s the simplest, 
most efficient answer.. .. 
to lime scale problems 
ever devised! ' ' 


Experience soft-waiur benaffis NCW 
throughout your hoow- dean.tpaan 
and absobdaly no chamkais! You - . 
can fit Krystal yourself In 5 mirages 
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Beautiful Floors .. Naturally 


• Selection of real woods 
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• Dust-free environment 
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Who will preserve for the nation those old country talents of swinging the mange l-singling hoe and dowsin g for water vhthjticl^ 

Y 


’au’d never think that Bill Clinton 
and I have much in common, but 
we have. Both of us have reason to 
look sideways at Tony Blair, if not with 
demonic eyes then certainly with curious 
ones. American journalists have been 
quick to spot that many of Mr Blair's 
soundbites appear remarkably similar to 
those used in the recent presidential 
election by Mr Clinton. 

1, on the other hand, find that an idea 
you read here first is now on the lips of 
the wannabe prime minister. Like Clin- 
ton. I am modestly shrugging iT off. 
Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery. 

It was Mr Blair's recent promise to 
found a “National Trust for Talent" that 
had a familiar ring to it. I remember, at 
the time dial our farm was being dis¬ 
mantled. voicing concerns over what 
would happen to my aged farmworker 
friend. Dilly. He was master of the 
mangel-singling hoe, and to see him 
going along a row of growing mangel- 
wureels, chopping out the weeds and 
surplus plants, was as fine a feast to the 
eye as any ballet. I feared Dilly would be 
lost to the nation if the National Trust did 
not take him on. I wanted more emphasis 


Now Blair’s pinched my idea 


on preserving old talents. less on 
preserving old bricks and mortar.. 

There are any number of rural skills 
which are in the increasingly stiff old 
hands of men and women who will take 
the secret with them to the grave. My 
NTT would preserve them to pass the 
knack on. Alas, t discovered that Mr 
Blairs heart was more on the screen and 
stage than in die ditch or atop the 
muckheap. The picture accompanying 
his announcement showed him exchang¬ 
ing confidences with Lord Attenborough. 
I would rather ir had been Lord 
Emsworth. 

Never mind, if ft is rally theatrical 
skills which will get National Talent 
Trust Money, we have them. too. Dickie 
Attenborough would have enjoyed die 
latest display of gusto, slapping of thighs 
and “behind yous" by the Southwold and 
Reydon Pantomine Society. Some of the 
jokes were less National Trust than 
British Museum, but it was a remark¬ 


able performance 
from an amateur, en¬ 
tirely female cast, 
and we chortled all 
the way from topical 
jests about the royal 
yacht to a lady who 
brought the house 
down with a glimpse 
of her frilly bloom¬ 
ers. We think she’s a 
nurse at the hospital, 
or works in the fruit 
shop. 

But even at the 
panto I worried. The 
script was a rework¬ 
ing of die story of Jack and Jill, which 
centres on the fetching of pails of water. 
This is no longer a joking matter. The 
present concern in arid eastern England 
is that there will very soon be no water at 
all. it has not rained properly for months, 
and so when I should nave been joining 


DOWN TO EARTH 



RAUL HEINEY 


in the "Oh. no it 
isms", my troubled 
mind was on other 
matters. And other 
talents. ’ 

Some years ago I 
met a dowse 1 . These 
gifted individuals 
are able to detect, by 
means not given to' 
all, the presence of 
underground water. 
This chap was re¬ 
markable. He told 
the tale of ^painstak¬ 
ing geological study 
to establish die 
whereabouts of much-needed water on 
one erf the Isles of SdHy. A university 
team, on the basis of extensive research, 
named the favoured spot and drilling 
commenced. Not a drop. The dowser 
suggested a spot 50 yards to die north 
and, before they had gone very far, there 


to the grave, as have so many others. 

then what are we gang to oat 

Per haps we should all practise. If you 

JZTget the hazel twig, m will 
“Shly be able to lay your hands on a 

was more than enough water to quench can hold; 

the blushes, of any geologist ft is a gft jn^pface them a hole drilled down the 

bestowed on morepeopte foan you might dowemng wijn ., , ^ Ac milC( >*» 


imagine. You may have it Much to my 
surprise, 1 apparently have. 1 

: The dowser placed a forked hazel twig 
-in my hands, showed me how to grip it 
and, eyes dosed, off I walked across a 
field idee a nervous child playing pih-the- 
taff-on-the-donkey. t swear that hazel 
twig developed a mind of its own halfway 
across that field. 


S 


uch was die violence of its move¬ 
ment that it became difficult to 
hold. The dowser .toW me to open 
my eyes. I was standing next to a trough 
and had just crossed, the underground 
water pipe which fed it. 

Whatever talent.it is, we are going to 
need more of it given that the Yellow 
Pages are devoid of dancing rainmakers. 
We need people who can sniff out what 
water there is. But if the talent has gone 


j^Sevwjuid beldcaL The rods must be 
able to move freely. Hold one m each 
hand, the prongs horizontal so that any . 
movement is due to forces other than 
gravity. Then set off on your search. 

If you come near water, expect the rods 
to waggle with no help from you. The 
secret is not in the rods: your mental state 
is paramount and if you embark on your 
dowsirtg in the "it will never work for me. 
don’t I look silly” frame of mind, you 
might as well not try. 

I am practising, against’the day Jadt 
and Jill climb all the way up the hfll and 
find a note of apology from the chairman 
of the water company. . . 

Mr Clinton, on the other hand, is 
probably grasping a springy twig at this 
very moment and running it over Tony 
Blair* speeches, to see if anything 
familiar starts to twitch. 


JULIAN HERBERT 


For peat’s 
sake let’s use 
bracken 

The fight is on to conserve our peat bogs and make use 
of the self-renewing weed that chokes the countryside 


C onsider a paradox. 
This weekend many 
people will prepare 
for spring with a visit 
to their garden centre. There 
they will innocently buy bags 
of an irreplaceable biological 
deposit, die foundation to rich 
and rare wet habitats of inter¬ 
national botanical value, to 
use as potting compost, mulch 
or soil conditioner. 

At rhe same rime, a perni¬ 
cious weed, a health hazard to 
beast and possibly man. is left 
more or iess unchecked to 
choke and smother delicate 
flora and fauna and overrun 
an area of heath and moor¬ 
land the size of Yorkshire. 

At the same rime an irre¬ 
placeable biological deposit, 
the foundation to rich and rare 
wet habitats of international 
botanical value, is routinely 
dug up. pur into bags and will 
be sold at garden centres all 
over Britain this weekend to 
fill flowerpots. 

The ideal solurion would be 
for the accursed bracken to be 
cui down and substituted for 
precious peat, solving two 
problems with I metaphoric¬ 
ally! one sweep of the scythe. 

Nature doesn't deal in ideal 
solutions? Just Tor once it does. 

In trials in the New Forest, 
Hampshire, and in Wales, 
bracken is made into a com- 
j»st which performed as well 
as peat in nursery experi¬ 


ments. Given the chance to 
buy. the public clean out 
available stocks. 

There may be enough 
bracken, a self-renewing and 
sustainable resource, to re¬ 
place much of the million 
cubic metres of peat still being 
won in Britain, the greater 
part from raised peat bog sites 
of special scientific interest 

Bracken was once a prized 
commodity. In medieval times 
it was burnt to make potash. 
Then its ashes were used in the 
manufacture of glass, soap, 
detergent and bricks. It was 
harvested for fuel and used as 
thatch. It was cut as bedding 
for cattle and pigs until well 
into this century. As its use 
declined, and particularly 
with the decrease in cattle 
grazing, which kept it in check, 
bracken began to overrun 
grassland and hillside. 

It is now a widespread and 
confounded nuisance. Brack¬ 
en covers about 7 per cent of 
the land area of Great Britain. 
On some hill farms in Wales, 
up to 40 per ant of potential 
grazing area is bracken-infest¬ 
ed. Ii is a big problem on 
national nature reserves, 
where in places it grows so 
densely that all lesser plant life 
is extinguished. 

The New Forest is an appro¬ 
priate site for a last stand 
against bracken. The Forestry 
Commission is legally obliged 


COLOURFUL AND FRAGRANT, LILIES ARE AN ASSET TO ANY GARDEN 



Buy half-price lilies 


L ILIES nor only look fabulous, they're 
easy to grow. And their shapely blooms 
and solid .stems make them excellent for 
cutting. Given a reasonably drained posi¬ 
tion. they will thrive for years. We have 
four different varieties on offer to rimes 
readers. Atlantis with its large, marked 
petals: fragrant and strong growing White 


Americana, with up to five flowers per 
stem: Stargazer with spotted crimson petals 
outlined in white: and Freckle Girl with 
distinctive freckles on a soft background. 
Each pack has five bulbs and cost just 
£5.99. Alternatively, treat yourself to one 
pack of each variety for only £11.98 — than 
four packs for die price of two. 


The Times lilies Offer 
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to keep the 2,000 or so hectares 
of forest grassland subject to 
bracken invasion open as 
grazing land for commoners' 
horses and cattle. For the past 
three years. Dr Rona Pitman, 
an environmental consultant, 
has advised the commission 
on a regime for harvesting 
bracken on about 65 hectares 
of grassland. The bracken, 
mechanically harvested in 
September as it begins to die 
badu is gathered into a heap to 
compost It is left for about ten 
months, and rumed several 
times. Temperatures inside 
reach as high as 70C, sufficient 
to kill any residual toxins and 
organisms. (Bracken spores 
are a carcinogen in animals 
under test conditions, and 
possibly in humans, though 
no link has been proved. 
Bracken also harbours the rick 
that spreads Lyme disease. It 
affects about 150 people a year 
in Britain and can be fatal. 

T he commission pro¬ 
duces about 1.000 cu¬ 
bic metres of 
composted bracken, 
which it sells locally as soil 
improver or mulch at £12 a 
cubic metre. 

In tests which Dr Pitman 
conducted with Horticulture 
Research International at 
Efford. Hampshire, bracken 
compost compared favourably 
with all other composts. It has 



Rona Pitman, an environmental consultant, with. Harry Oram (left) and Dave Moms of tibe Forestry. Camapisnon at a bracken site in the New Forest 


a low pH and is particularly 
suitable for add-loving plants, 
such as heather and rhodo¬ 
dendron. “Gardeners in the 
know have used bracken on a 
small scale throughout history 
for pot-growing and hardy 
plants, and it has been used as 
a surface mulch in large pub tic 
gardens." Dr Pitman says. 
"Bur we were the first to try it 
out on a sdentific basis." 

In separate trials, part fund¬ 
ed by the EU at four farms 
near CrickhoweU, in southeast 
Wales, bracken was mixed 
with poultry manure and com¬ 
posted for three months. “It 
produced an excellent com¬ 
post," says Professor Jim Tay¬ 
lor. Emeritus Professor of 
Geography at the University 
of Wales. Aberystwyth, whose 
company. Environmental 
Consultants, directed the 
work. “Manure from turkeys 
and battery chickens enhances 
rite beautiful fibrous matrices 



The mechanically cut bracken can be stacked like a hayrick, and then used as compost 


provided by brack en. In our 
view it is superior to peat." 

There are two ways to deal 
with bracken. Cutting it green 
in the' summer over several 
years weakens it so much that 
tt can be eradicated with the 
selective herbicide Asulox The 
second approach is to treat it 
as a sustainable resource to be 


cut for compart when it is 
dying bade in the autumn. 

However the continuing 
popularity of peat, despite 
vigorous campaigning by con¬ 
servationists, suggests there 
will be a big consumer switch 
.only if it can compete on cost 
The present economics of 
bracken mean that it can only 


meet or undercut foe low price 
of peat if it is sold within 50 
miles of the production point. 

Before bracken becomes na¬ 
tionally available, further tri¬ 
als nod to be conducted in 
other parts of Britain, where 
' dimate and soil variations 
may affect yield, particularly 
in the east and north of 


England and in Scotland. Dr 
Pitman has approached, un¬ 
successfully, almost every offi¬ 
cial funding body operating in 
foe countryside, from the Min¬ 
istry of Agriculture down¬ 
wards, to underwrite foe cost 
of pilot projects. 

Professor Taylor estimates 
that the bracken harvest in 
Wales alone could create a 
market worth millions of 
pounds. “It is foe same else¬ 
where in Britain. Bracken can 
be cut on boulder-free land, 
provided foe slope is iess than 
30 degrees," he says. 

“I’m told there is enough 
bracken to cut on the North 
Yorks Moors to fill Cardiff 
Anns Park. But we do need 
money to launch and enhance 
this activity, which must be on 
a big scale if we are to torn a 
problem into a product" 

Gareth Huw 
Davies 


Power base for Scottish invaders 


ALONG the firths on the east coast of 
Scotland there are great wintering 
populations of seabirds and waders. I 
had a view of some of them on the Firth 
of Forth last week. 

I was at a remarkable bird reserve ac 
Musselburgh Lagoons, only a few 
miles along the coast east of Edin¬ 
burgh. The electricity company Scot¬ 
tish Power owns a coal-fired power 
station a little further east at Cockenzie. 
which for more than 30 years has been 
sending its ash waste—pulverised fuel 
ash, as it is called — through under¬ 
ground water pipes down to foe lagoon 
area. In the course of those years, the 
company has converted the resulting 
ash deposits at Musselburgh into a 
bird reserve, a boating pool and a 
landscaped area of grass and trees. 

The ash is still flowing, and foe 
surviving lagoons will one day be filled 
m and landscaped too. But the large 
area that has been laid out as shallow 
pools and mud scrapes specifically as a 
bird reserve will be kept permanently, 
as win the boating pool. 

The reserve has a foil-time warden, 
Dave Allan, an ornithologist, who is 
employed by Scottish Power and the 
East Lothian District Council to con¬ 
trol foe scrapes and pools and monitor 
foebirdsL He also keeps a sea-eye open, 
because the reserve is just behind the 
sea-wall, and divers and grebes, duck 
and auks, are constantly to be seen out 
in the Firth. 

The wind was Wowing strong and 
cold, but a skylark was singing as we 
made our way beneath the banks of foe 
reserve to what Mr Allan knew to be a 
good vantage-point Then we cautious¬ 
ly raised our field-glasses, telescopes 
and heads above the bank. 

An amazing spectacle confronted us. 
Rve brant geese — feds rarely seen so 


FEATHER REPORT 


far north — immediately took off and 
winged their way up the coast towards 
Edinburgh. In the comer of foe 
shallow pool to our left, four ruffs — 
foe most elegant of waders; with their 
long pink legs and haughty-looking, 
upright stance—were feeding delicate¬ 
ly on foe mud. 

Along foe front of an island, a 
hundred or more knots —' small. 


would lift its pointed wings for a 
moment, or even fly a few feet, but for 
the most part the whole mass of 
waders just shifted comfortably 
around the tiny island. A few brawny 
herring-gulls satpladdly among them. 

Next, echoing calls drew our atten¬ 
tion to a party of curlews wading in 
shallow water far over to the right, 
their curved beaks silhouetted against 

PETER BROWN 



Knots and godwits crowd along the shore at Musselburgh lag oon s 
plump and hunch hacked — were 


plump and hunchbacked — were 
shuffling to and boat foe water's edge. 
Behind them rose foe tall figures of 
almost as many bar-tailed godwits, 
crowding along foe back of foe island. 
Their long, upturned bills, pink at the 
base, waved gracefully above foe 
heads of the knots. I had never seen 
such a large flock of them before. 

Occasionally a bird of either species 


foe bright surface. There was a group 
of dunlins, a tumstone and a ringed 
plover-on foe far shore, while behind 
them - dozed a large black-and-white 
flock of qystercatchers. 

Now it was time for foe sea. We 
passed the boating pool, which had no 
boats on it this afternoon, but a flock of 
about SO widgeon. We also passed a 
grassy pit, where four twites—the tittle 


yellow-beaked linnets of the north 
were taking refuge from the wind. 

Just over the sea-walL where t 
water was at high tide, handsoi 
eiders were floating about Then 1 
suddenly saw a bud to match 1 
godwits in excitement Swimming ji 
a few yards out was ,a large ale 
looking bird with a long, sharp be 
and a dappled, silvery back. It wa* 
red-throated diver — unmistakable 
fois range, because the typical upwa 
nit of that longtreak was so obvious; 
dived into the choppy water, and a lo 
tune seemed to pass before it surfac 
again, much farther out 

A long-tailed duck flew in a 
landed, and far away we picked c 
with Mr Allan’s ocean-ranging te 
scope both a Slavonian and a n 
necked grebe, riding between t 
waves and only visible for a sp 
second at a time. Like every omitholc 
teal host, he was wringing his hands 
dismay at what we had not seen t 
should have done — common ai 
velvet scoters, perhaps a glaucous gi 
perhaps a peregrine falcon. Howei 
for me it had been a 
. ffyougotoM 
just off foe AI, you wflj J1V 

round the reserve saying “Private*. * 

Mr Allan does not mind bird watch 
going m — providing they keep bel 
foe banks, and let foe birds, too. enj 
this strange, Scottish ash-made havi 


* What’s about Birders — 
mnlrv . r ■. . . 



*0 vuua or red 
Jmtckers—Bonapane’s gu 
Reservoir, Cont»eU;whifrt 
Gruxnard Island, Highland 
smup. Tophill Law. East Yo 
from Birdline0891700222. i 
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Westmorland dialed: 
poet writing in the 
19th century about 
.Flass. - the grand 
mansion at Maulds Meabum 
in the Eden Valley, did not 
have to think too hard to find a 
rhyme that fitted the bill. The 
couplet, as recalled by one 
local, went somet hi ng like: 
“Yon mansion house called' 
Flass, it cost a syte o’brass.. 

That would hardly engage 
him among the Lake Poets, 
more McGonagall than 
Wordsworth, but it did sum 
up local altitudes towards a 
house that was a bit of a 
mystery in the days when drug 
barons were recognised as 
being more enterprising than 
raffish. History has it that one 
Lancelot Dent tea merchant 
and entrepreneur of the China 
trade, made a fortune from 
opium and that file “laun¬ 
dered" proceeds went into. 
transforming Hass from .a 
yeoman farmer's house into, 
one of (he grandest mansions 
in the county. I .. 

The present owner. Mal¬ 
colm Whiteside, says that al¬ 
though ostensibly it was 
Lancelot's sister who; in foe 
mid-l9th century, began the 
project to reshape Flass, ho 
me knows why she did so cn 
such a grand scale, dr quite 
where foe money came from. . 

Her two b rt^heii s. Xancdot.. 
and WzBdnsbn Dent, had 
grown wealthy from foe tea v 
trade, but the ooaxmHxfoyjbr. ■ 
smmgest. demand in 
foe time was fllicit opium. 
“Lancelot was redeemed to be 
something of a star, performer 
in this field, so successful that 
his arrest was demanded by 
the Chinese viceroy in Can¬ 
ton." Mr Whiteside says. 
“History has it that he held 100. 
chests of opium Mien the next 
biggest trader had a mere ten 
chests. Lancelot wisely kept 
his head down but the threat - 
of his arrest led, it is said, to 
the Opium Wars between 
Britain and Chiba." 

With such a history locked 
behind its high wails and 
P&Uadian facade, Flass has 
always intrigued visitors to 
this valley. The entry gates are 
guarded by a pair of armorial 
beasts, a tiger and a unicorn, 
carved in stone, and the drive 
leads to an imposing portico 
where carriages once made 
stately arrival. On my visit a 
Mini was parkedfoere can of 


The fine central haB is high with mock-marble coiiimns 


foe torrential rain foat swelled 
the River Lyvennet flowing 
alongside the property and 
gushed in torrents over a 
montage of .^giant dam shells 
brought had; by the Dent 
brothers from the Far East 
. This was not. foe day to see 
Hass at its best But I have 
stood -op* foe lawn an a 
.sumgjft' evening as Gaiidea- 
nras; sf ideal choirt gathered in 
fofc" ornate rfrawfog ropm to 
.ring maririgatei foe sound 
^drating^J through . foe-. taO 
French windows and min¬ 
ting with die whisper of foe 
river. That was Flass as it 
should be remembered. 

T his tune fire rides 
Opened' and Hass 
lived up to its name; 
deriving from the 
middle English word for a 
lake or marsh. Presumably, 
fire Lyvennet once took a more 
aggressive course through the 
15-acre grounds. The only 
music came from the wind 
howling against trees shelter¬ 
ing the house, among them a 
towering Sequoia Wellingtan- 
ia planted, after the battle of 
Waterloo. The tree stands as 
straight as the general ir 
ccnunemorates and survived 
undamaged in the Battle of the 
Great Gale in ’87. 

We settled before an open 
fire in fire library. It is a cosy 
roam with a secret door in a 


HOUSE OF'HE WEEK 


Rass, Maulds ■. 
Meabum, Cumbria 

• Prica: Offers around 
€750,000 •Setting: On 
foe edge of one of the ^ 
prettiest vijlages in 
Cumbria, with the Lake 
District hiffe just over foe 
.horizon • Shopping: 
Penrith, an expanding 
market town on the M6, 
with foe west coast main 
railway line half an hour ■ 
away by road 

• Entertainment Local 
societies and, perhaps, 
your own thoughts 


fauxiivres ■ panel through 
whidi maids bearing tea 
would materialise in the days 
of fire Dents. 

Mr Whiteside and Mary, 
his wife, described their years 
keeping (he Grade II* listed 
mansion up to scratch. "The 
house was handed down the 
Dent family fine until it 
reached Sir Robert Dent; cleric 
of public balls at foe House of 
Commons. It was then sold 
along with most of its trea¬ 
sures — superb paintings, 
bronzes and; supposedly, foe 
only mandarin's bed in foe 



Above Malcolm and Mary Whiteside in the magnificently furnished library. 
Below left: fit for a family banquet, the 39ft 6in dining room, with tall French doors 


Western world, upon Much 
one could imagine Lancelot 
languishing in an opiate haze, 
if he ever touched foe stuff. 
The bed has since been re¬ 
stored and now rests in the 
Durham University Museum 
of Oriental Art 
The Whitesides bought 
Flass in 1982, when Mr White- 
side, a solictor, retired. Mrs 
Whitehouse was a nurse so, 
with her mother, they ran foe 
house as a care home, for 
which fire eight bedrooms 
with en suite bathrooms and a 
maze of other rooms was ideal. 


Unfortunately, they ran up 
against new fire regulations; 
something to do with “travel¬ 
ling distance" between some of 
the beds and the bedroom 
door. 

"New regulations seem to 
come in a steady stream with 
every post, so Flass is now on 
the market It could have all 
kinds of uses; anything from a 
family home to an exclusive 
restaurant or small conference 
centre," Mr Whiteside says. 
Though the house would bene¬ 
fit from a lick of paint. Flass 
retains its grand proportions 


and features. A flight of pol¬ 
ished limestone steps leads 
from foe entrance hallway into 
a high, square central hall 
with richly coloured mock- 
marble columns. Statues of 
the Goddess Ceres and an 
Uffizi Venus replica regard 
one another across foe space 

F lass was built ala time 
Mien the production 
of sheet glass had been 
thoroughly mastered 
and the architect took full 
advantage of this. Many of the 
ground floor rooms have nar- 
. row, stylish windows reaching 
from floor to high ceiling, and 
fire view radiates from foe 
central hall in all directions. A 
long hallway with elegant, 
band-vaulted ceiling ends in 
high French windows that 
lead into what was once a 
conservatory and is now a 
charming, sheltered comer 
that opens out into a garden 
surrounding a pool. The 
grandest rooms at Hass are 
foe saloon and drawing 
rooms, which form a T-shape 
(hat may be used as one open 
space or separated by large 
panels that fold into the wall. 

The Dent brothers spared 
no expense on the decoration 
here, with ornate marble fire¬ 
places, extravagant architrav¬ 


ing and mirrored shutters to 
protect the windows. Quality 
and prestige shine in brass 
hinges, marble decor, elabo¬ 
rate Italian plasterwork, ivory 
door handles and push plates. 

The dining room next door 
reflects the same air of opu¬ 
lence and I imagined Lancelot, 
the trader baron, recalling, in 
an after-dinner haze of cigar 
smoke, his brush with the 
Emperor of China over the 
matter of supplying 100 chests 


of opium. How exactly he 
came by this formidable sup¬ 
ply Is not recorded, but it 
would have no doubt caused 
him a wry smile, considering 
his interest in poppies, that a 
latter-day Dent would found 
the Wild Flower Society. 

.. Ronald Faux 

0 Agent: Strutt and Parker, 

13 Princes Square, Harrogate. 
North Yorkshire HGIILW 
(014235612741. 


Splash of art in 



Cant find the decorative wall tiles or picture 
panel you really want? Then why not 
commission an artret - or make your own 


l 1 rT usan Esterbrook wanted a dec- 
orative tfle panel for her barh-;_ 
L/ room but nothing in the shops 
or catalogues seemed right So she 
took the plunge and commlsrioried a 
ceramic artist, Raul Scott, to make 
one from scratch. . . 

■ In fire tathroom she wa nted the 
feeling of slipping into a.different 
world, so the decorative panel of tiles 
looks like foe sea, complete with fish 
and boats. Fbr added interest there 
are some words from die Rupert 

_ Brooke fishy poem Heaven. 

The panel is made up of500 tiles, is 
230cm (about 7& ten) high and runs 

, along three sides of foe bath. 

3 Mr Scott foe curator of “Hot off the 

Press", a forthcoming exhibition • 
about ceramics and print at tire 

■ Crafts Council in Londcm, worked on 
Mrs Ester-brook's commission over - 
several months. 

a He first drew the design on paper 
and then marked out fire tile shapes 
and the grouting fines. Next he 

■ photographed the whole piece, cut 
out afl foe shapes and used them as 

$ templates to cut out foe tiles from 

' porcelain. . - __ . 

His minimum charge is 
£1,000 a square metre but, he says. 
the larger foe budget the more 
detailed and elaborately dazed " a 
piece rah be. Decorative wail panels 
can be made for most rooms ur the 

house and ouiside’wallSi too. 


. Mr SCotTs advjce to people consul- , 
ering commissioning is: 

Because it is an individual work 
of art, bemmdfidqfthe time it will 
take, : 

Make sure you and the artist 
have agreed on the panePs design , 
the timetable of events for its - 
execution and the cast 

Whatever you commission, make 
sure the tiles are suitable for the 
purpose, especially if they are for 

outside- . . . 

Decorative Tile Works, of 
Ironbridge Gorge, Shropshire, also 
does commissions, with customers 
putting forward their own ideas or 
relying bn designers at the firm.The 
price of a decorative, panel varies 
considerably, but the managing di¬ 
rector. Michael Kay, says mat cue 
large enough to go behind an Aga 
cooker—with a decorative element of 
about one metre square — might be 
about £L500-E2j000. 

fbr those who want to learn howto 
decorate plain ceramic tiles and 
make panels themselves the. cbm-, 
party, which has made huge num¬ 
bers bf tiles for the Harrods food hall, 
holds ope and two-day workshops 
most weekends. . 

A one-day workshop costs £3750. 
You have foe use erf eight tiles which 
yon can decorate as a panel or, 



Paul Scott with bis design for a decorative tiled bathroom panel whidi pictures the sea, fish and boats 


individually. The mailing of tiles to 
your home after firing costs £8, Two- 
day workshops, with 16 tiles, cost 
£70. plus £10 mailing. The price da 
course includes afl materials. 

One of the techniques you learn at 
file workshops is how to "pounce".. 
Dus means pricking out the design 
on a piece of paper with a . sharp 
needle and then. pressing drarcoal 
through the holes to mane (he tile. 
You follow that dotted line when you 
"Tube line" the tile— squeeze clay out 
of a rubber pouch to fbnn a fine. The- 
charcoal docs are burnt away during 
the firing. The glazing and firing 
process comes next 

“Most people on a workshop 
course aim to decorate just three tiles 
in a day and a six-tile panel over two. 
.days. Then they take them.away to. 


put up in their homes or give them 
away as presents," says Mr Kay, 
adding: "We get some people asking 
us if foe tiles will be all right behind 
fiirir cookers because of the heat. 
When you consider al what tempera¬ 
ture die riles have been fired I cant 
imagine what temperature they must 
be cooking at" 

There is another pleasure in at¬ 
tending a workshop at the Decorative 
Tfle Works: it is housed in what is 
considered fiie most complete Victor¬ 
ian tile factory still standing, and in 
the same premises as the Jackfidd 
Tfle Museunvone of the Ironbridge 
Gorge Museums, with its collection 
of13,000 Victorian. Art Nouveau and 
Art Dear tiles. 

Christian Dymond 


TILE FILE 


■ Decorative Tile Works, OI952 
884627 for inquiries about 
workshops. 01952 884124 for other 
inquiries. 

■ "Hot off the PresS" exhibition. 
Crafts Council. London (0I7J-806 
2500), March teApril 20, Tues-Sat 
llam -O pm, Son 26pm. Free. 

■ The reference desk at the 

Crafts Council is open during gallery 
opening hours (as above) and baa 
lists of craftxnakers and courses. 

■ AXIS (0H3-283 3125. email: 
axis^gTwrpcoTg) has a visual artists 
database, the National Artists 
Register, containing the name of 
more than 1,900 artists, including 
those who work with ceramics. 



SCHOOL HOUSES 



SURREY: Burwood Part School and College, near 
WaHoo-oo-Thames. Former residential school with a Grade II 
fisted 19th-century mansion and further buildings praviefing 
53,500sq ft of accommodation, in six acres. Detached 
four-bedroom headmasters house, modem purpose-built sports 
hall, garages, workshops and stores. Playing fiefcf and tennis 
court Offers over £1.5 million (Knight Prank, 0171-689 8171)' 



SCOTLAND: Old School House, Ettrick, Selkirkshire. Refurbished 
former schoolhouse with a south-facing waited garden. In the 
scenic Borders hate. Three bedrooms, two bathrooms (one en 
suite}, drawing room, dining room, kitchen and ufflty/dteakraom. 
Garage. Offers over £115,000 (Savins, 0131-226 6961) 



HAMPSHIRE: OJd School House, EcchinsweH. Converted formaf 
school house with a well-stacked garden, in a small village 
southeast of Newbury; close to the toot of Watership Down. Two 
bedroom s , bathroom, sitting room, kitchen and utgfy. About 
£165.000 (John D. Wood, 01635523225) 

• ___CHERYL TAYLOR 
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Des res with 
high interest 

Converting a redundant bank into a home can pay 


dividends for people who want something different 


L ynda Teasdaie's 
drinks cabinet is 10ft 
by 8ft with 2ft-thick 
walls. She can onJy §et 
to her champagne and spirits 
through two double-turn key 
locks, two circle-action door 
wheels, the weight of an llin- 
thick metal door run through 
with six steel bolts and a full- 
length iron grille. 

Irs not that Ms Teasdale is 
mean with the drinks. Until 
March 1995. her home ar 
Thames Dirtan in 
Surrey, was a 
Nat West bank, and 
the drinks cabinet 
was the bank's 
vault To open the 
vault two keys had 
to be turned simul¬ 
taneously by two 
bank employees so 
that no one person 
could get To the deed 
boxes and money 
bags,” Ms Teasdale 
says. 

“We wanted to Tt 
open out a vault 
wall but the builder po\ 

said it would take r 

a diamond-tipped 
drill to get through all that 
reinforced steel." 

The shakedown in the bank¬ 
ing industry has seen a steady 
off-loading of redundant 
banks and Ms Teasdale is 
among the first wave of buyers 
to convert one into a home. In 
1985. Britain had 14.289 banks, 
according to the British Bank¬ 
ers’ Association. Ten years 
later there were 10,801. 

Professor Philip Moiyneux. 
director of the Institute of 
European Finance at Bangor. 
Wales, estimates that by the 
year 2000 the number of bank 
branches in Britain will be 
down to 8,000. "With Internet 
and tele-banking, the sub¬ 
contracting of credit-card pro¬ 
cessing and the region alisa- 
tion of back-office operations, 
many traditional banking 
halls are unnecessary," he 
says. 

The Llpyds/TSB merger 
will eventually off-load at least 
another 300-400 high-street 


banks on to the property 
market." he adds. 

But most high-street bank 
premises are not suitable for 
home conversion. Many sit 
like full stops on comer sites 
on die edge of busy shopping 
parades. "Local authorities are 
loath id destroy shopping 
frontage.” says Philip 
Waterfield, a director of 
Stretton Chartered Surveyors 
in London’s East End. “They 
have to maintain the cummer- 
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The walls are so tough that 
power tools bounce off them’ 


rial street scene and they like 
having the butcher, the baker 
and candlestick maker.” This 
is why some former bank 
buildings re-emerge as veteri¬ 
nary or doctors' surgeries or 
wine bars and pubs (Bass 
Taverns has stripped out 12 
banks in the past two years for 
their All Bar One pubs). 

Mr Waterfield identifies 
semi-rural branches and oth¬ 
ers abutting long parades as 
the most likely to be granted a 
residential change of use. In 
this second category, three 
partial conversions of old 
banks in east London — St 
James' Street, E17: East India 
Dock Road. E14; and Mare 
Street. E8 — have recently 
become homes. 

Ms Teasdaie’s former 
NatWest branch was classed 
as semi-rural because it was 
detached and next to the Milk 
Marketing Board headquar¬ 
ters at Thames Ditton. over¬ 
looking Giggs Hill Green. The 


23-acre HQ is now bring 
demolished. Ms Teasdale no¬ 
ticed the bank was for sale and 
knew that the building—built 
in 1939 as a National Provin¬ 
cial bank — was not listed. 

“I stood on the green one 
day and said. Tra going to live 
there’." she says. “My partner 
said we could turn it into an 
office, but I thought I’d have it 
as a house." 

A covenant on the property 
restricted future commercial 
use to banking. Ms 
Teasdale paid 
£177,000 for the 
building in a sealed- 
envelope bid and 
wondered what she 
had done. "I phoned 
my bank manager 
and said, ‘I’ve just 
bought a bank’." 

All the windows 
had iron bars, 
which have since 
been removed, in¬ 
cluding the ones in 
-> of the double-height 

banking hall, which 
3rvi* had white hanging 

globe lights (still 
there). There were 
two strong rooms, a men’s 
lavatory, a money lift and a 
Chubb nightsafe, but no kitch¬ 
en or bathroom. 

“The walls are so tough that 
tiie builders’ power tools 
bounced off them," Ms Teas¬ 
dale says. "We had to use 
special screws to put up 
pictures." 

Elm bridge Council, the 
local authority, approved the 
bank's change of use and the 
application went through 
“very smoothly". “From the 
village point of view it was 
much nicer that it was turned 
into a home." she says. 

Ms Teasdale was worried 
that the bank would not work 
out as a four-bedroom home. 
“When we first saw the build¬ 
ing it had a commercial feel 
and was very austere from the 
outside," she says. “But with 
all the renovation work it now 
feels like a house.” 
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property news 


Du Maurier 
house for sale 

■ THE birthplace of novdist 
Daphne du Maurier is for 
sale. The Grade 1 listed send- 
detached villa at 50 Cumber¬ 
land Terrace. Regent's Park, 
central London was bmtt by 
James Burton, under the.di- 
rectionof John Nash. It has 
six bedrooms and a court¬ 
yard. Price on application.. 
Contact Strutt & Parker; 0171-- 
6297282. 

■ THE rentals market is 
booming, according to. the 
latest report from agent 

Hamptons International. The 
number of transactions in the 
final quarter of 1996 was 28 

per cent higher than the same 
period in 1995. while the 
number of properties for rent 
in London fell by20 percent 
Only Pimlico bucked the 
trend, with an 18 per cent 
increase in properties avail¬ 
able. And according to agent 
Knight Frank, proximity to 
good public transport l ink s 
can increase rental values by. 
up to 50 percent in London. 

■ THE BBC is looking for 
period properties as a back¬ 
drop to its forthcoming adap¬ 
tation of TomJones. Although 
Strutt & Parker's Elm location 
agency has 1,000 rural proper¬ 
ties on its books, there is a 
shortage of country houses 
dose to London to star in tbe 
growing number of costume 
mamas. Star-struck home 
o wners should call 01635 
521707 for information. 

■ HOUSE prices m North¬ 
ern Ireland increased by 153 
percentlast year, according to; 
a report from the University 
of. Ulster and Ulster Bank. 
The average price of a ter¬ 
raced house rose 2325 per cent 
in 1996 while that of a de¬ 
tached bungalow increased 
by 177 pec cent. 

■ PROPERTY investment 

foods are turning to residen¬ 
tial p ro p erty, says agent Blen¬ 
heim Bishop, whose Mayfair 
division exchanged contracts 
on £25 million. worth of 
bouses in the past ten weeks, ! 
Most of these were for invest¬ 
ment proposes bemuse the 
strong lettings market pro¬ 
vides high, and constant ‘ 
returns. - - 
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ALEX WlJERATNE Lynda Teasdale ai home in her former NatWest bank. Tt was very austere at first but now it feels lxke a fomse’’, J ' AMANDaLOOSE 



CAMPDENHILL 

ROAD 

Kensington. W8 


A well presented, 
west facing Grade D 
listed Georgian 
house with an 
attractive garden. 

4/5 bedrooms. 

2 bathrooms, 

2/3 reception rooms, 
kitchen, cloakroom. 


Freehold 



KENSINGTON: 
0171-727 0705 







OXF ORDSHIRE - Appleton Oxford 1 miles Abingdon 6 miles 
An esccptionaUy axiuded house in an idyllic, rural position with about 75m (S3 yards) 
frmtiige to the Thames. 4/5 beds, bath, shower/clk, office/bed 5,4 rtcepfl, tatdren/aroserv, 
omce, boat house, swimming pool, outbuildings, gardens, paddock. About 1-8 ha (45 acres). 

OXFORD: 01865 311522 


WIMBLEDON, 

SW19 

A spacious, handsome 

Edwardian house In a 
cul-dosac off the 
Ridgway near the 
Village arid Common. 

7 beds, 3/4 baths, 

3 receps, krtchen.dk 
utility mv cdfan - 
s/w facing garden, 
garage, parking. 

Freehold 
Price Guide 
£975,000 


iVr 


0181-9447172 



London and Country Estate Agents Established 1872 
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CHEYNE GARDENS, SW3 Freehold £2,750000 
Quietly situated, an nxptiaoaDy wcO-pMCDM and modernised house with a west feting garden 
12-8ai x 6.1m (42ft x 20ftl and a garage available separately 6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 4 reception 
rooms, kitchen, nursery with krtcheri cloakroom, utility room, puKQgor lift to third floce. 
CHELSEA: 0171-35214S4 


LONDON OFFICES 

COUNTRY OFFICES 

BATTERSEA: 

0171-2280174 

HEAD OFFICE 

0171-4934106 

BELGRAVIA: 

0171-730 9854 

CIRENCESTER: 

03285642244 

CHELSEA: 

0171-3521484 

EAST GRINSTEAD: 

01342326326 

FULHAM: 

0171-7314223 

FARNHAM: 

01252737115 

KENSINGTON: 

0171-7270705 

1YMXNGTON: 

00590 677233 

MAYFAIR: 

0171-408 0055 

NEWBURY: 

01635523225 

ST JOHN'S WOOD: 

0171-722 5556 

OXFORD 

01865311522 

WANDSWORTH: 

0181-8713033 

WINCHESTER: 

01962863131 

WIMBLEDON: 

0181-944 7172 

HONGKONG: 00852 28725146 

26 CURZON STREET, LONDON Wn 

SLD 

|. 017 

1-493 4106 

FAX: 0171-629 607). 


LETTINGS AND MANAGEMENT 

To let yonr house or fiat Central London 0171-4914311 

North London 0171-722 3336 Wimbledon Sc Surrey 0181-946 9447 
South of the M4 01256 398004 North of the M4 01865 311522 





DORSET - Sopley, Near Christchurch Offers in excess of £600,000 

A refurbished period house in partly walled grounds on the edge of tin? wliage. 5 bedrooms, 

3 baths, 4 leceps^kitdien, playnn, garaging, swimming pod, garden, paddodL About 12 ha 
(3 acres). A further 12in (5-5 acres) approx of .grazing land may be available separately. 
LTMZNGTON; 01390 677233 


ROSENAUROAD, 

Bafta3ea,SWll 

dose to Battersea Parie 
. and good local 
amenities a period . 
house with flexible 
accommodation. 

5/6 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, 

3/4 reception rooms, 
kitchen, cellar, 

20m C33ft) gartien- 

Freehold £335^000 


0171-7208077 

BATTERSEA: 

0171-2280174 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811989 (TRADE) 
i 0171 4814000 (PRIVATE) 

FAX; 0171782 7828/0171782 7799 
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SEASIDE HOMES 
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Gpm± Nawly Converted Apartment* 
From only £300,000 




Opttoun VUua 
Part Exchange AaaBable 

o % 

GAUL1AKD HOMES 

0171 488 0306 
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MAYFAIR, W1 

Aapc«l) 2 1 i M *ijim 2 hahB>wn 


UMEBdidfibytas.. . 

jBlSjOOOforqnfcfciafc. 

CdmafflneeTWboC 

01717997070. 




Knight *£-*» 
I rank CU 



EAST OXFORD 

bhmdmHmm'VM&l 

tl-r ^ -- »■- ■ —1-- 

Dna^jncqiLiQBiR^inn, 

■r BrooloH Uatacriqr ft . 
NopicA. Q»i Mriw%r«nrt 

£183,500. ■- 
01819*73129. 


ITALY 




GREAT 

INVESTMBVT 

SITUATION 

Within waiting (Ostancecf 
the City. 2 bad brand new 
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NEW HOMES 





- SUNNINGDALE - £485,000 

A NEO-GEORGIAN HOUSE Al l’ll ATE1> IN PRIME 
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. TOSDNNINCDA1JEGOLF COUBSK. 
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Gone fishing 


and I may be 


some time 


Forget golf, in Russia the obsessive 


male pastime is ice-fishing, leaving 


thousands of angling widows home alone 


W ith the slow, deliberate 
movements of a vet¬ 
eran. Sasha trudged 
across the vast expanse 
of snow and ice stretched out before 
him and selected a desolate spot 
near the shoreline for his after¬ 
noon's battle against die fish and the 
elements. Placing the tip of a man- 
size metal corkscrew on the frozen 
river surface he began drilling a 
neat circular hole in the ice before 
finally dipping his line, hook and 
bait into the dark icy waters below. 

“This is one of life's great plea¬ 
sures.' 1 said the beaming Muscovite, 
perched on a tiny stool, his legs 
stretched out either side of the hole 
in a position favoured by die ice¬ 
fishing fraternity. Like dozens of 
other men dotted on the bleak 
winter landscape. Sasha had 
sneaked off work early on Friday for 
what promised to be a solitary 
weekend. Huddled against the wind 
on the Moscow river he only had 
other serious-minded fishermen for 
company, a dour and motley group 
who rarely exchanged more than a 
nod or a grunt of recognition. 

“Here you forget the problems of 
work, the problems at home, the 
nagging wife,’* he said, shrugging 
off the minus 10C of cold. “You are 
alone to collect your thoughts. It is 
bliss." 

While this form of escapism may 
sound a little desperate, given that it 
involves hours spent in below- 
freezing temperatures often catch¬ 
ing inedible fish, for tens of 
thousands of Russians ice-fishing 
has become an obsession. Visit any 
fishing shop in the country and 
there is usually a throng of ice¬ 
fishing addicts swapping stories 
and tips and 'stocking up on the 
extensive equipment needed not 
only to catch fish but to survive to 
tell the tale. 

Nikolai Ivanchekov. a weekend 
enthusiast, explained that unlike in 
North America, where ice-fisher¬ 
men live in heated wooden huts, 
with television and cooker, the 


Russian variety are a much hardier 
bunch. “The most important part of 
the kit is clothing. You need a thick 
coat, with hood, a for hat, felt boots, 
waders, gloves, a thermos for coffee 
and a bottle of vodka, not so much 
that you get drunk, but just enough 
to keep out the cold," he said, 
insisting that it was a matter of some 
pride among Russian ice-fishermen 
that they only did their real drinking 
after the fishing was over. 

Once you have overcome the 
problems of dress, the.rest is fairly 
straightforward. Russian ioe-fisher- 
men use a tiny fishing rod and reel 
and bait their hooks with red 
maggots which they dip gently up 
and down to attract the fish, 
normally perch, roach and bream. 
Another essential tool is a ladle to 
scoop up the pieces of ice which form 
in the fishing hole. One distinct and 
unpleasant characteristic of Russian 
ice-fishing is tire need to keep the 
maggots alive in sub-zero tempera¬ 
tures by placing the bait box 
carefully under an armpit for 
warmth. 



E ven though the majority of 
Russians, particularly 
women, do not compre¬ 
hend how so many of their 
countrymen can waste the few 
precious hours of winter sunlight on 
such a futile pursuit, for enthusiasts 
it is worth the sacrifice and the 
considerable dangers. 

Although ice-fishing may look 
safe, even boring, the fluctuations in 
temperature and tire movement of 
ice Sows claim lives every year in 
Russia. Fishermen are regularly 
swept out to sea or fall through the 
ice and drawn. Already this winter 
six men were dragged off into the 
Gulf of Finland on an icefloe and are 
presumed dead. More incidents are 
likely in the spring when many 
fishermen miscalculate the speed of 
the thaw and pay with their lives. 

Earlier this year 75 anglers fish¬ 
ing on Lake Ladoga. Europe's 
largest lake 100 miles north of St 
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Ice-fishing is a dangerous business and Russian anglers are regularly swept out to sea or fall through the ice and drown 


Petersburg, were swept away on a 
sheer of ice half a mile square. 
Although the fishermen were 
stranded for nine hours in tempera¬ 
tures which dropped to minus 17C 
before they were rescued, the men 
remained unperturbed by the 
experience and showed no signs of 
wanting to give up. Even as the 
rescue helicopters hovered above, 
anglers could be seen below carry¬ 
ing on with their fishing 
Mikhail Kalin sky. one of the 
rescue workers, said: “Usually they 


“Usually they 


take enough vodka to keep warm for 
a few days, so nobody had to go to 
hospital for exposure, f don’t think 
some of them even realised the 
trouble they were in. Common sense 
is not a characteristic one attributes 
to most ice-fishermen." 

This foolhardy attitude has 
caused a backlash among non- 
fishermen who want to charge 
anglers for being rescued, particu¬ 
larty those repeat offenders who 
have to be saved every winter at 
taxpayers’ expense. 


“It would be nice if we did ncft 
have to waste our time saving these 
people, but there is not much we can 
do about tL” said a spokesman for 
die Ministry of Emergency Situa-' 
lions. “None of them could afford to 
pay the, cost of a helicopter rescue 
and fining them would probably not 
be a deterrent They are rather like 
icy roads or the flu, just an 
unpleasant part of the Russian 
winter." . - 

Raisa Lipocskaya, the wife of an 
angler who was rescued last month. 


RichareQ^eston 


He may be balding, pop-eyed, big headed and positively freakish, but I still love him. Looks arenl: everything when it comes topets 


I f you've ever looked at 
those ugli fruit in the 
supermarket and thought 
“Aah", we may have just the 
pet for you. Some people—the 
biggest hearted and most well- 
balanced the theory goes — 
just love to cuddle creatures 
which are pulchritudinally 
challenged. 

Ugliness is only skin deep. 
Ask anyone who likes to 
snuggle up to their Shar-Pei. 
They are the big wrinkly dogs 
who never grow into their 
skins, which look like a relief 
map of the Himalayas. They 
look Terribly worried, proba¬ 
bly because they fear the huge 
owner of their skin may want 
it back at any moment. 

There is a fine line between 
the ugly and the revolting. 
Snakes, rats and tarantulas 
may be revolting, to some of us 
at any rate, but they're not 
ugly. Uglies are those who 
differ from some expected 
norm for their species. 

Top of the uglies* list for 
Beverley Cuddy, editor of 
Dogs Today, is the Chinese 
Crested, a tiny dog which 
needs very little exercise and a 
lot of grooming to maintain its 
coiffure. “It's all My Little 
Pony on the top," Ms Cuddy 


How much is that ugly in the window? 








The Shar-Fei’s coat is too big for him, the dogface puffer swells up when stressed, the Bedfington looks like a lamb and the Cornish Rex is balding 


says. “The rest is hairless, just 
warm skin." 

She’s not too keen either on 
the Bedlington terrier, a small¬ 
ish dog which looks like a 
lamb. Some might find it 
preny. but that just proves that 
ugliness is in the eye of the 
beholder. After all, 1 don’t 
knew how anyone can love a 
bull terrier. Shouldn’t dogs be 
cuddly? But you — and Bill 
Sykes — may disagree. 

Cat owners are touchy 


about ugliness. Joan Moore, 
editor of Cat World, denies 
that there is such a thing as an 
ugly cat though some would 
nominate the rather bald Dev¬ 
on and Cornish rexes. “What¬ 
ever a cat may look like; it 
moves with such grace that no 
one could describe it as ugly." 
Ms Moore says. 

Ugliness is rarely natural 
Take the celestial bubble-eye 
goldfish, a Japanese creation. 
Andrew Eade. technical editor 


of Practical Fishkeeping, says: 
"The bubble-eye has been bred 
to be viewed from above, so 
their eyes are set upwards. 
And where you'd expect an eye 
there’s a fluid-filled sack." 

Mr Eade enthuses too about 
puffer fish, which inflate them¬ 
selves when stressed. “Then 
there’s the cow fish, which 
looks like a Brussels sprout 
with a couple of cocktail sticks 
in it — an endearing Hole 
critrer," he says. 


The cow fish is bright yellow 
with blue spots, which would 
be even more worrying m a 
sprout, and can grow up to 16 
Inches long. The horns protect 
it from being eaten. As if you’d 
ever try. 

Mr Fade's favourite ugly is 
the chameleon. Not because of 
its warty, leathery skin — 
that’s the nature of the reptile 
— but because of its eyes. 
“They move independently, 
irs very strange He can look 


where he's going and where 
he's been," he says. 

Keith Evans, a psychologist 
with an interest in people's 
relationships with animals, 
says: “If someone chooses 
something, it has a link with 
an inner reflection of some¬ 
thing they connect to. 

“Someone might choose, 
say, a Shar-Pei because the 
wrinkling is cute. He wants a 
comforter, not just an animal 
— ft's the teddy bear complex. 


Others fed sorry for the dog. 
They identify with an appear¬ 
ance which is not socially 
acceptable and they want to be 
a rescuer.’* Mr Evans says. 

. “It'S abit like people. We fall 
in love for a variety of reasons: 
it may be for someone^ per¬ 
sonality in reality or for some¬ 
one’s personality in our 
perception. People buy ani¬ 
mals because they perceive 
That the outward appearance 
defines the personality. It is a 
dangerous assumption. 

“With fish, which are essen¬ 
tially for display, there may be 
an elitist dement. KI have got 
something which is different it 
will make me more interest¬ 
ing. Someone with low self¬ 
esteem may buy an animal 
which says something about 
them." 

It’s worth bearing in mind 
that many uglies have been 
bred with a disregard for their 
comfort Shar-Pei may suffer 
skin problems and in-turned 
eyelids. Many fancy goldfish 
suffer constipation. It may be 
kinder- to encourage die pro¬ 
duction of ugli fruit Though 
you might have problems 
keeping the lead on. 


Jill Parkin 
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On the 11th 
of February 
in the pretty 
village of 

Villanueva 
dels Vera is 
Spam a 
donfceywill 


No matter how scrupulously 
clean your home is, when your cat 
or doe is outdoors it can pick up 
fleas. Hues & mites. When brought 
back indoors, on your pet these 


jhours of 
! complete 
misery 
having to 


Given with their food, a course of 


Photo; JheRwcUtan ' having to' 

endure the Consents of hundreds of drunken 
revellers. Ridden by thefsttest man, the donkey will 


Protectant will safely buOd up a 
NATURAL repdlmgacmm! 
rendering ypur pet ururttractive to 


renderingyourp»t unattractive to 
mere pesis.Your pets will be so 
much more happy without fid* 

seasonal irritation. 


during tos ordeal he will fall to the ground exhausted 
only to be hauled by his skin to hi* feet and forced to 
continue again and again. 


By using rrohu- m n 
your pet will emit a 

human-like smeZL event 


This year we will be sending a team including aver 
to try and help the donkey and we desperately need 
your supp or t to try and grtthe event Stopped. 


■ • wnuens 

ACCEPTED MON-FRI 
1 0AM-4.80PM on « 

01582 406012 P 


A VET WRIJES 


[7%] I have just had to haw 
ivl my lovdy coHfc put to 
sleep, aged 12. The vet said he 
had Cushing's syndrome and 
diabetes. Can you explain 
Cushing's simply please? My 
vet tried to bn t It seemed 
complicated and I was too 
upset to take Him 

1X1 Cushing’s syndrome is a 
(At malfunction of the adre¬ 
nal glands — two tiny organs 
alongside the kidneys which 
secrete several hormones. It 
occurs when some of them are 
produced in excess. This hap¬ 
pens if there’s a tumour in the 
adrenal gland, or because 
hormones from the pituitajy 

gland overstimulate the 

adrenals. Prolonged use of 
corticosteroid type medkanes 
can trigger Cushing’s syn¬ 
drome. Treatment is not satis¬ 
factory and there is nothing 
that can be done to prevent ft. 
You were right to put your dog 
to sleep. You couldn’t offer 
him an acceptable life. 


S Our seven-year-old lab¬ 
rador has suffered from 
interdigftal cysts for several 
years. We have seen eight vets 
and he’s had all sorts of 
treatments but to no aevafl. 
The cysts burst and disap¬ 
pear, but another one starts 
before long. He's always lick¬ 
ing his feet He was fed on 
dry food, but we have just 
changed it to meat and fish 
pins biscuit meal because a 
dog breeder said be might be 
allergic to maize in the aD-in- 
one dry food. Can yon sug¬ 
gest anything? 


said there was no use trying to 
dissuade Ivan., her 63-year-old hus¬ 
band, from venturing out again. 
“He has been in this situation twice 
before, so L knew'who to call when 
he was late caning home." she told- 
the St Petersburg Times. “There is 
no way to stop ' him. .He is an 
incurable foe-fisherman.” Her only 
consolation was that hie was good at 
his hobby. “At least he brought back 
a couple of big ones/ , she said. 


James Allcock 


• Readers should write toThe 
Times Vet, Weekend, The Tiroes. 
. 7 Pennington Street. London El 
■9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. 


ADOPT ME 



Leo is energetic 


LEO is ah appealing black 
and tan mongrel dog aged 
between one and two years. 
He is friendly and has enor¬ 
mous amounts of energy,'so 
would benefit from training 
d asses. He would be a chall¬ 
enge for someone with plenty 
of time and enthusiasm. - 
Contact the Dogs’ Heme 
Battersea, 4 Battersea Park 
Road, London SWS4AA (0171- 
622 3626). 


Som< 


— Interdigital cysts are ab¬ 
scesses betWeenihe toes, 
often starting in die sweat 
glands. Your labrador cannot 
cope with those bacteria which 
live on every dog’s skin, with¬ 
out causing trouble. This fail¬ 
ure is not likely to be related to 
an allergy dr diet A vaccine 
can be made from cultures 
taken from a cyst and injected 
to stimulate the dog's de¬ 
fences. Bathing his feet every 
day with an antiseptic sham¬ 
poo might reduce the amount 
of infection. Stay with one vet 
He knows what has been 
tried. A complete cure is 
unlikely but you can make 
your dog’s life better — if not 
cyst free. ■ ■ 







For more information about how to help please write 
to us at the address below. " 
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home life • 11 


‘If our eyes are the windows to our soul, our windows are other people’s eyes into our squalor... and at present we are cleanerless’ 


M y husband was once a cleaning 

lady, little Fairies, the com¬ 
pany he worked for in New 
York, supplied him . with, a white pinny 
and a dinky pannier of Day-Glo dusters, 
before dispatching him to swanky ad¬ 
dresses on the Upper East Side. His 
employers ranged from a bohemian 
Waynetta Slob, whose brownstone apart¬ 
ment was so mired in filth it took him a 
day to dean it, to a dream woman who 
kept her plane spotless because she never 
appeared to live in it Interestingly— in 
the tight of our present predicament—be 
charged both diems the same raid.. - 
For my parr, l once worked as 
chambermaid in a posh hotel The high 
point was deaning^ the suite of a now- 
deceased major-league Hollywood heart- 
throb. We’re talking James Mason,. 
Gregory Peck, Douglas Fairbanks Jr. 
Sad to report, the glamorous heroes of 
major motion pictures have exactly the 
same habits as lesser men; huge deposits , 
of hair in bath, basin, bidet; toilet 
training leaves a lot to be desired. 
P&rsonal hygiene can be a great leveller. 


Fairies aren’t what they used to be 


If our eyes are the wind ows to our souL 
our windows are other people’s eyes into 
our squalor — and our house is looking 
very squalid indeed. The spare room is 
covered with mountainous ranges of 
unboned washing; tidemarks are ap¬ 
pearing on the baths; dust is' gathering 
on every surface. Adelaide left us two 
weeks ago, and we are cleaner less. This 
we hope is a temporary disaster. A new 
Mixitei survey reveals that paid help-in 


area of consumer spending — tbe. 
middle classes spend an amazing E4 
billion an keeping our households run¬ 
ning smoothly, four times as much as ten 
years ago — arid we have no intention of 
bucking the national trend; 

. What this growth in consumer spend¬ 
ing means is that deaners and nannies 
and gardeners have become increasingly 
picky about who they work; for. Proving 


that you are a pre¬ 
sentable employer. if 
our experience is 
anything to go by. is 
a devilishly tricky 
business. The "help", 
or the “lady that 
does", has turned 
into a Sir John Giel¬ 
gud butler: "Never 
mind -my references, 
sir. what about 
yours?" — which ex¬ 
plains why so many 
of the ads in The 
Laity, sign off with 
the desperate legend, 

"Nanny recommends". (Incidentally, at 
the very apex of the industry, there may 
be only 90 butlers in the counfry, but the 
pay and the conditions seem pretty good 
— as much as €40,000, plus an executive- 


LIFE AND SOUL 



GINNY DOUGARY 


style package, in¬ 
cluding free cars and 
private medical in¬ 
surance.) 

Some women have 
enough time on their 
hands to clean their 
houses in order to 
impress their clean¬ 
ers. This has always 
struck me as pro¬ 
foundly pointless; a 
bit tike washing your 
hair before visiting 
the hairdresser or 
going on a diet be¬ 
fore a stomach tuck. 
Adelaide took one look at out kitchen 
(undean but not monstrously so) on her 
first visit, and pronounced, with some 
hauteur “I can see that there is much to 
do in this house." On her third visit, she 


wanted to bump up her rates from £6 to 
£7 an hour. 

I said I’d get back to her. but she got 
back to me, and left a jingly little message 
on the answering machine: "Hello, Miss 
Ginny. I won’t be working for you any 
more. I got another job. Much more 
money and much less work. Loved your 
children. Byeeee." 

T he upsurge in demand for domes¬ 
tic service is directiy related ro the 
increased numbers of double¬ 
income families. There was a time when 
certain shrill voices, often in the liberal 
press, chastised women who worked in 
the office for employing women who 
worked in their homes. Why these barbs 
were only aimed at the wives, not the 
husbands, I was never able to work oul 
Same old story, I suppose. Bui we are all 
workers now and the old divisions and 


snobberies no longer apply. ‘Our boys’ 
nanny employed her own deaner and. 
when she gave up her full-time job with 
us, she cleaned the homes of other 
mutinies. She buys flowers from a pair of 
women with cut-glass accents and velvet 
hairbands who deliver door-to-door. But 
then, all the flower sellers around us — 
come to think of it — could teach 
Professor Higgins a thing or two about 
elocution. 

Next week, a husband-and-wife team 
are coming to sort us out. I can’t wair for 
the return of order the neat piles of 
crisply pressed laundry, the beds with 
their perfectly plumped pillows and 
rippleless duvets, the uplifting smell of 
polish and the right of gleaming basins. 
In the meantime, our nanny is supervis¬ 
ing us while we clean, giving us tips on 
how to take shortcuts and achieve the 
same pristine results. It is a revelation. 
Bui. however hard we may try. we fail to 
meet her rigorous requirements. 

Unfortunately, my husband no longer 
cleans like a little fairy, and 1 never 
acquired the magic much. 


Someone to watch over me 



tony were 


Matthew, the youngest 

Never mind the 
gap-amuch 
older sibling 
can be your 
best friend, 
says Ann 
. Treneman 

L iz Simpson is 42. She 
is an author and mag- • 
azine journalist who 
lives-in-’Ren£;.-Her 
i&VxJurite teteyssfoa-Ss^ is 
Inspector Morse and she likes 
baroque music. Michael Alex¬ 
ander is 32 and a landscape 
gardener in south London. He 
likes The Simpsons and 
Britpop. Matthew is 23 and a 
hairaiesser in Liverpool He 
loves Frasier and Paul Weller. . 

On the face of it these three 
people have Jirtle ip common 
but, before you agree, look at 
their faces ajgaih. They may 
have all amved in different 
decades —1954,1964 and 1973 
to be precise—but they were 
all torn to the same mother 
and .father. They are siblings 
and, , despite the conventional 
wisdom about gap children, 
they do have something in 
comm on : each other. . 

The subject of birth and 
order and siblings has attrac¬ 
ted an army of researchers. 
We know that first-boms are 
driven and competitive. Mid¬ 
dle children are constantly 
seeking an identity while the 
youngest can be babied to the 
point where they believe ado¬ 
ration is a normal state of 
affairs. Only children are 
more Hkely to be self-confi¬ 
dent, self-possessed and self- 
sufficient. 

But what about-gap child¬ 
ren? “You won’t find much on 
that because with an age gap 
of ten years there is none of he 
normal rivalry you find m 
siblings separated by two, 
three or four years. Their lives 
are not intertwined," says Dr 
Richard Woolfson. author of 
Sibling Rivalry. 

“So psychologically 
it is not seen as very 
" interesting." 

Mums and dads 
planning their fam¬ 
ilies find it very inter¬ 
esting indeed though, 
and most decide to 
have their children 
fairly dose together. "I 
want them to be 
friends." they say. 

“They need to have 
someone to play with." 

Bur there are also plea¬ 
sures to having a gap 
sibling and perhaps it is 
because I nave such a 
close relationship with my 
youngest sister. Mary, that. 

I did not mind a consider¬ 
able gap of eight years 
between my own chfldren. 

Gap siblings are not 
friends early on, however. I 

was 12 when my sister Mary 

was been, and her arrival 
barely registered. Similarly 
when Michael Alexander arri¬ 
ved. his sister Liz was ten and 
intent on gening on vnth her 
awn life (as wdl as with her two 
other brothers closer to her 
own age). By the time Matthew 
came along, she was 19 and 
readv ro By the nesL "Frankly, 
his birth did not impact upon 

my life in any way. Matthew 

was bom m May and I left 



liz Simpson and her brother Michael only got to know each other properly in adult life 


The Alexander firnuhe 
Mum and Dad with (from left) 
Michael John, baby Matthew, liz and Stuart 


home in August to go to 
Londm." 

Michael has only the foggi¬ 
est childhood memories ofLiz 

-- “I remember her cooking 
the meals and that was proba¬ 
bly my only recollection of her 

until die left home" — while 
Matthew remembers a fleet¬ 
ing visitor to their Lancashire 
home. He says: “I was closest 
to Michael f think he moved 


out when I was II and so he 
was the Dne I shared thehouse 
with the longest." Birth order 
has a tremendous effect on our 
lives but this can be much 
more subtle with gap children. 

Frank Sulloway, of the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology and author of Bom to 
Rebel , a book about birth 
order traits, says*. "You could 
say that without knowing 


information about age gaps, 
birih order information is 
totally irrelevant The age gap 
is part of whar you meant by 
birth order.” The impact of 
birth order is at its maximum 
when there is a gap of three to 
four years. Anything doser 
and die siblings are practically 
equals. Anything farther and 
they are too removed to react 
strongly. With gap siblings, 
though, traits can get mixed 
up. Matthew may be the 
youngest for instance, but in 
many ways he may be like an 
only child or a first bom. 

Then there is the first bom 
who thinks they are an .only 
chfld. "Technically with a gap 
of six years or more the first 
. bom . becomes very dose to 
becoming an only child. They 
grew up and had much of their 
personality formed before they 
ever had sl sibling," he says. 
The US President Bill Clinton 
is a good example he was ten 
before his brother came along. 
Would history have been dif¬ 
ferent if the gap was smaller? 

Mr Sulloway is a gap sib¬ 
ling himself. "I have a brother 
who is nine years younger. I 


consider myself a functional 
last bom. There was just no 
rivalry on my part with my 
younger brother. He was so 
much younger it was tike 
having a toy in the house. It is 
not the same thing." 

W ithout a shared 
childhood, gap 
children often go 
their own way for 
years, if not decades, before 
discovering each other. I_ did 
not get to know my sister 
Mary properly until I was at 
least 30 and she was IS. This 
was also true for the Alexan¬ 
der family. When Michael was 
15, his older sister invited him 
to London for a visit "This is 
when we began to reacquaint 
ourselves," says MichaeL 
They are doing so again now 
that they both have (non-gap) 
families of their own. “In the 
past two or three years we’ve 
become a lot doser," he says. 

Could it be that as adults we 
find it easier to get along with 
non-competitive siblings? 1 
can usually predict what my 
other sisters are thinking but i 
can never assume anything 


when it comes to Mary. She 
grew up at another time. My 
mother was different by then 
too. It is fun to just enjoy the 
gap and not constantly fry to 
bridge it Matthew under¬ 
stands what this means. “I 
look up to liz because of what 
she has achieved, even though 
we don’t have that bond from 
the early years." 

It still comes as a surprise to 
liz how much younger her 
brother is. She recently real¬ 
ised that his girlfriend’s moth¬ 
er was her age. “I don’t think 
of myself in terms of my age. I 
feeI as much as a sister to 
Michael and Manhew as I do 
to my other brothers." 

Uz sees much of herself in 
her youngest brother. “We are 
peas in a pod. Personality-wise 
he is incredibly like me and it 
is almost like watching a rerun 
of my own career. It is interest¬ 
ing that after 19 years you get 
two people who are % alike." 
Yet it is possible that, as a gap 
child, Matthew has many 
traits ofa first bom. Perhaps it 
is not so strange after all that 
he and his first bom si ter have 
so much in common — finally. 



Millennium 
message 
works well 

Ruth Gledhiil enjoys a new act 
of worship for the year 2000 



THE jour¬ 
nalist from 
the Daily 
y-m Mail looked 
rc-jEHaiSB faintly aston- 
ished. We 
had been to 
what we 
thought was a press confer¬ 
ence to launch a service 
which marks the churches’ 
countdown to the millen¬ 
nium, only to find ourselves 
at a real, live, act of wor¬ 
ship. The only disappoint¬ 
ment was that there was no 
sermon. Perhaps the Mil¬ 
lennium Group of Chur¬ 
ches Together in England, 
the ecumenical group re¬ 
sponsible, thought that a 
sermon on top of hymns, 
prayers, the Gloria , Bible 
readings and the Lord's 
Prayer would be too much 
for a bunch of journalists on 
a Monday morning. 

The priest was good, al¬ 
most too good in fact He 
turned out to be the Rev 
Tenniel Evans, fresh from 
playing an 18th-century vic¬ 
ar in the National Theatre's 
recent production of John 
O'Keefe* Wild Oats. Mr 
Evans, a white-haired che¬ 
rubic figure, reassured me 
that he was a genuine as 
well as an acting priest, a 
non-stipendiary minister 
who trained in the Oxford 
diocese- He is one of an 
increasing number of non- 
stipendiary clergy who seek 
ordination in later life, 
going on quietly to act out 
their Christian mission in 
their work or their retire- 
mem. 

"In these last days you 
have spoken to us by your 
Son; and we who have 
heard his voice, have heard 
you,” went the responsorial 
prayer before the reading 
from Isaiah 65. "See, I am 
creating new heavens and a 
new Earth! The past will no 
more be remembered nor 
will it ever come to mind." 

We were at Inter-Church 
House, the headquarters of 
Churches Together near 
Waterloo in southeast 
London, for the launch of a 
service for use on the Sun¬ 
day after Easter this year, 
which is exactly 1.000 days 
before January I, 2000. 
Hundreds of churches of all 
denominations have 
pledged to use it, and more 


are expected to follow suit. 
It has arisen out of concern 
that the Government, 
through the Millennium 
Commission, is investing 
millions in marking the 
millennium through a 
range of projects, and that 
the primary reason for it — 
that it is the anniversary of 
the birth of Christ — is in 
danger of being lost 

Our epistle was from 1 
John 1. “Here is the mess¬ 
age we have heard from 
him and pass on to you: 
God is light, and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If 
we claim to be sharing in 
his life whfie we go on living 
in darkness, our words and 
our lives are a lie." we 
heard. “If we claim to be 
sinless, we are self-deceived 
and the truth is not in us.” 
My secular journalises soul 
wriggled uncomfortably 
and we moved on to the 
most effective part, the in¬ 
tercessions. With a beauti¬ 
ful Taut chant, Wait for the 
Lord, as the response, and 
the surrounding silence in 
the chapel complete. Mr 
Evans led us in the prayer. 
“We live.in a world shaped 
by words and images, 
where often the whisper of 
mercy is drowned by the 
noise of contempt," he said. 
"We pray for artists and 
writers, whose words and 
pictures linger in our 
minds, that they may show 
the truth that sets us free.” 

I read from the service 
sheet that the offering was 
next “We dare not offer 
worship that has cost us 
nothings With these gifts we 
bring to you all that we are 
and all that you have made 
us," it said. I reached for a 
pound coin, but evidently it 
had been derided that tike 
a sermon, this would be too 
much for journalists and we 
skipped to the Lord’s Prayer 
and a final hymn. 

The strange thing was 
that despite initial scepti¬ 
cism, it seemed to work. I 
came away thinking there 
might be something Chris¬ 
tian about the millennium 
after all. 

9 WOO Days to the 
Millennium —A Service of 
Preparation. £3 inc pBp.from 
Church House Bookshop. 

Gnat Smith Street , London 
SWIP3BN (0171-34002761. 


\T YOUR SERVICE 


★A five-star guide ★ 

PRIEST: The Rev Tenniel Evans 
SERMON: None, although organisers afterwards answered 
our theological queries about their plans for the millennium. 
ARCHITECTURE: Modem with shocking cross. ★★★ 
MUSIC: A group led us in a traditional hymn and the evocative 
Nigerian chant Come, Holy Spirit, come, iririr 
LITURGY: Celebrates the Incarnation, the forgiveness of debts 
and penitence for the failings of the lasM ,000 years. ★★★★ 
SPIRITUAL HIGH: Full of hope and promise. ★★★★ 
AFTER-SERVICE CARE: Sandwich feast ★★★★ 



The Church Mission Group rehearse the new service 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO ADVERTISE 
qsjX: 0171680 6860 -y 
FAX: 01714819313 T 


E INTERRUPT THIS PROGRAMME 
TO BRING YOU AN INTRUDER. J 


TV Eye Camera Systems are like Closed Circuit 
TV surveillance for your home. 


As soon as someone 


r 


approaches your property their 
presence triggers an immediate 
response. A light goes on and 
simultaneously, a warning bleep 
sounds inside. You zap into the 
selected surveillance channel on 
your TV. The camera is seeing 

who’s approaching. 

What’s more, a rime-coded recording is already 

being made on your VCR- 
Nine times out of ten 
the visitor represents no 
threat but if you have any 

Micro Cameras, strategically maun ted. 
provide 24 boar surveillance of your 
property, including can and outbuildings. 


*4r 
T ■*** 


doubts you won’t open the door. If you have serious 

doubts, you’ll call the police. ^ 
If you’re out, or asleep, or not 
watching TV, die system works 
entirely on its own. 

Its built-in intelligence takes 
control and the visitor is captured 
on video. The innocent have 
nothing to fear. 

The guilty can be identified 
more easily and brought to justice * 
more speedily, 
if it only deters one villain, it’s worth it. 

You owe it to yourself and to your family to find 
out more about TV Eye. 

Phone 01204 388226 day ~' EES 
or night for more information. • ~ 

Or write to TV Eye, Dept ^197', ~ T~Yj^r.-- == g 
Canon Court, 5 Institute Street^ _ B 


Treat your back to the world's 
most stress-free recltner . 

"i 'liiliifM 


Bolton BL1 1PZ 


TV BYE CAMERA SYSTEMS 



WE CARE FOR'ODD’ sttE’GENTLEMEN WTTH 


AT OFF THE PEG Standard 14 
PRICES!_ 


SUPERB QUALITY 

M 100% POUTESTER SOM 

Set consists of: 

FREE CUSWON CASE, 

1 Ft 1 T ED BOTTOM SHEET 
1 TOR SHEET A PUdOWCASES 

DOUBLE £34j991«l 

SMSLE £2»S9 IONS £39*9 
CUSHION CASE £7.99 EA CH 
BimitgwiiBWi rt 
/.lao DUVET SETS 

rnNG for i m 

DETAILS ^* 40 ^ 


LuxurySaSS Bedsheets 

_Kr MMTHH MAPj^l OWt OWW ERC70RY 

■itMwtfa. SaffiTSlIcv sheets and wfoy the Jbk. _ 


smooth, Soft'iTSUcy shoot* and rofoy flw 
auu i ldun ua ann of ssOn ag ai nst your , 
skte. Thb taxartoas exttwsgaK tatateri 
It Just perfect for tin tang 
winter dm* and ntfria- 


CALL NOW FOR 

Tel: 01384 560 590 

of amwor.ohontt out v Tnours- 

Tradlclonal BrltUh Trousar 
Specialise for Ovar 25 Y«ara 


^jonar 

fjysiw 

HIGH RISE, BUI ION l-LY, " 
TURN-UPS.PLEATS etc- 
Tour sax & fit prvbhms ore 
pcntumendf sofeea n the comfort of 
your own home when unnv our unique 
made to measure tahrSig system. 


.01484 434888 ?JS SB S-J™gwuei 7 J», 


Specialist tor Ovar Tmri « -i—- - 

Your Personal Tailor EXCLUSIVE RANGE OF OVER 

BROOK l ,0 ° QUAunr British cloths) 

01384 569 049- fttctPfT Shoo: Mon-W 9am to 5pm Set V.POan to ipai 


PAIN RELIEF GUI 


•H 


■ ^ i jfcl 


Medical 

Research 

One of the 
latest methods 

■ 'Whatever the exact 
mechanism, Transcutaneous 
Electrical Nerve Stimulation Is a 
powerful tool tar relieving pain* 
Crosbie J. McConne! J„ Bds 
0993) 

K6y issues in muscular skeletal 
physiotherapy. P8L 
Butterworth-Heinemann Oxford. 

■ "The Importance of TeNS as 
an analgesic technique 
espectafiy In the control of pain 
has been confirmed. Doubts 
about the clinical efficiency of 
TeNS have been dismissed". 
Johnson M.I., Ashton C.H., 
Thompson J.W., (1992) 

7he clinical use of T&NS ■ 
Journal of Orthopaedic 
Medicine No. 1,3-12. 

■ TeNS should be considered 
as a simple, safe and reusable 
first line treatment tar many 
pain conditions. It can be used 
long-term with no risk of serious 
adverse effects. 

Johnson M.I., Ashton C.H., 
Thompson J.W., (1992) 

Journal of the Royal Society of 
Medicine Vol. 35, 267-268. 

■ "Electrical stimulation Is a 

clinically established method of 

relieving pain"... 

Pain Relief Foundation, Walton 
Hospital, Liverpool 

■ Professor Ashton of 

Newcastle University ran tests 
comparing the results of using 
TeNS and comparing it with 
Aspirin. Her work showed that 
TeNS had a more significant 
effect on the nerves being 
studied. 1 

■ in another study Professor 
Ashton found that TeNS was 
effective in controlling cold 
induced pain. Patients placed 
their arm in buckets of Ice after 
using TeNS - the study found 
they could tolerate more pain 
after using TeNS. 

■ A study at the University of 
Miami found that TeNS In 
addition to being useful in short 
term, had a long term benefit 
tor pain sufferers. This group 
also found improved function 
and quality of life as well as 
reduced use of medicines. 

■ There have been over 200 
research studies published 
worldwide on TeNS since 1991. 

■ The University of Colorado 
found that. 83% of Patients 
experienced fair to excellent 
relief with only 17% being 
considered "faBures". 




^/oung or old, rich 
Y or poor, the one 
JL thing we can rely 
on is' that, sooner or 
latex; pain will pay an 
unwelcome visit to all 
our lives. Moreover, 
neither youth, nor 
health, nor vigour can 
offer any guarantee of 
immunity, for it can - 
and frequently does - 
strike any one of us at 
any time. 

BLOCKING THE PATHWAY TO PAIN 

One of the latest methods of 
contxoUme pain that seems to bring 
considerable relief to many reties on 
the'gate theory’ Bret propounded in 
the 1950s by British neuroanatnmist. 
Patrick Wall and Canadian 
psychophysiologist Ronald 

M e iza cL . After spending ten yean 
researching the subject at the 

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. USA. Wall and Meizack 
concluded that our recognition of 
the sensation of win involves two 
types of nerve fibre, each of which 
sends conflicting messages to the 
brain via the spinal cord. 


Apparently, one type of fibre carries 


way by blocking out (or erecting* 
gate to) the ‘hurt* signal thereby 
preventing its transmwiion to the 
Drain. 

In (act acupuncture and pain-kiltm 
both work on this ‘gate theory » 
alleviate pain. As does 
Transcutaneous Electrical Nerve 
Stimulation (TeNS), which is now 
being employed with increasing 
success in NHS Hospitals and 
flinift throughout the Us. Utilising 
precisely the same effective 
principle, researchers found that 
TeNS produces an intense 
stimulation which activates an area 
of the brain which, in tum, inhibits 
the pathways that transmit pain 
signals. Although it is not a cure. 
TeNS is now accepted by the 
medical profession as being of 
significant .benefit to many in 
controlling any kind of physical 
pain. White TeNS has a remarkably 
wide range of applications - it has 
proven to be successful in 
alleviating pain associated with a 
variety or ailments - it seems to 
work better when jthe area of pain Is 
localised rather than genecaL 

For the countless millions suffering 
pain due to sports injuries, muscle 
strains, Joint pro b l em s, period pains 


or other causes, the TeNS approach 
to pain management and control 
offers an ideal non-invasivft drug- 
free approach to firing a normal 
pain-free life. 

SHIRE DESIGN ELECTRONICS 
LIMITED 

As one of the largest manufacturers 
of TeNS units in Europe, Shire 
Design Electronics Limited have a 
range of compe t it i vely priced, easy 
ro use. discreet, compact home units 
to suit every pocket and situation. 
While it h important to stress that 
TeNS Is not suitable for everyone 
(specifically those who suffer heart 
disease or who have a pacemaker 
fitted), TeN5 has proved beneficial 
in alleviating pain for the vast 
majority of users. 

You can obtain a free information 
pr '-V rlMta itiwg the full Shift WB 


Phoning oeoo 281 604 anytime or 
write tm 

Shire Design Electronics Limited. 
(Dept Tl), The Mill. Mill Lane, Littkr 
Shrew ley Warwickshire 

CV35 7HN. 


' / have RHEUMATIC PAIN In both 
knees, i tew toagftt one of your rods 
andfound that U gnw immense raitf- 

nudat.g il easier to get around. I would 
lib to cangiubdaLr the designers and 
people barAotd in producing the 
unus." -5JX Stubbing*, Bede 

*1 roisA to burnt: you. I have used aty 
Delta far one nd and am absolutely 
ddighled. rve ham doubled up with 
Lamer Back Pain but now am driae my 
tar, pain fretT . 

_,__ L. Robinson, Leics 

~J purchased my machine from you 
some tone ago and am phased'to sw 
that it has gam me such pain relief -1 
can ntxa walk about, tide after being 
umUe to for several months. 
_JLC Whitton, Northants 

"After rece i p ing ray HNS ttsdl aty lift 
ha changed so muck. I hone been on a 
pom free holiday and M ton«r tote 
pifij. I have recommended Teh/S to off 
mu fnents, hoping they wdl enjoy the 
same benefits I bme since rtceamg my 
mut." 

_G. Bowham, 1XLW. 


Throe are ge n ui n e extract* bum 
letters received from Shire Dcmm 
Ha d ro n ic* cuslomexs. The 
originals are available for 
inspection in their office*, along 
with many other*. 


The benefit named from my TeNS 
unit is unbelkoatte. Due to a 
dderuding sphmi potion I have been 

unable to lie m bed - now l manege to 
get a amflrtaUe idgUs steep. Sdimg 
and waDang has also beat mode taster 
embanks to tettS." 


A Breakthrough i n Pai n Control 
k \ shire design 

SIGMA ELECTRONICS LIMITED 

SKMAeflM* the rebel ymi raquuv*a<l 
■he perioniMncc you npert bM»"S 


kihrouch in I 
my TeNS has 


For many TeNS has nwked the breinninc 

ul the test of their lives 

• Site and easy to me 

• Ffrrtrtan udeeHects 

• Cm give last efixtn* relief 

• All ova body rmatnatf ■ 

•K«A •Spine • Wjfcu •Sfoulden 

• EBwws • Wievh • Hwo 

• Knees • Ankles • Feet 

GasyUiicc.poweifiilandvenaUe 
The Sew has 2 independ e nt l y 
contrraled outputs meanire; that you »■ 
cm treat nroe than one arcs of pda- , 

accurately cnuroUtng Hie vetuw on ,4 
eadrehamiri a ro a wlmg to your needs. % 
5ICMA hes 3 ddlrrcit types at ^ 

computer controlled iwaulatwn to suit , 

*U vpuenwds ■UlMffiBgc, 

CJ robiitR. (3) Conimuoro. 

SKMAhai an cq p n oa orally sided rase 
with a sturdy clotrmfi dip, a cable grip 


FREEPHONE FOR Vi % 

THE SHIRE TeNS 

FREE INFORMATION PACK 

0800 281 604 

ANYTIME 24 HRS 


SIGMA offns the rebel y«* requuamd 
Hie periprnMKc you expert fam " 9 ilre 

9^eNS unto are wri-dtomd 

wed by Hroprtds and Qeiw Dalgaed 
end made in Britain wHh omyi etien w re 
aim 1 sales service. Not suitable lor those 
fitted with heart peumaken 


shire design 

ELECTRONICS LIMITED 




up? 


Tate control of your IBe POST COUPON TODAY for the 
FREE SHIRE TfeNS INFORMATION PACK 

Shire Design Electronics Limited, (Dept "ra, TheMid, 
Mill Lane, little Shrewley, Warwickshire CV37 7HN 

Post coupon today h* SHIRE DESIGN ELECTRONICS UMlTfiD, 
(DrptT!). The Mill Mdl Lane, Little Shrew ley. Warwickshire CV37 7HN 

Ptea» send me yoar FREE SURE TcN5 Information Pack 


Name Mr/Mrs/Mite/Ms.- 


.. PostCode 


JOGGERS. WALKERS CYCLISTS. 
Be seen, be safe with 

‘STARLIGHT 4 

The uitrabright LED flasher. 
Belt mounting. Only £5.99. 
For more details please contact 
T4 Ltd. 6 Courtney Way, 
Cambridge CB42EE. 


However 
Faded or Tom, 

Your old rfgljSr L 

Ei d erd ow n 

can i>« 

EIDERDOWNS 

RE-COVERED 

Also DUVETS 
RECOVERED. 

and NEW FEATHER EIDERDOWNS 
please send stamp for patterns. 
Keys of Clacton Ltd. Dept RC442 
132 Old Road, OartwHin-Sea, Essex 
CQ153AI TEL 01255 4325181 



Right for Gardening 
& D.LY. - 



TteoldPEfWY 

R0) AND approx. 


ICIAMPC 


BmwimiNV 

■ 3 ^^ RED (Inwi isoyroro 
ngnl.pfcwbeataoO yu ni M ttroe 
mwarM Wamp* on papae «d Mrom 

OB. toaluorn wanyaewro. 
ampa tound m our proaon. w4r 
OB. trom Jbnro TV pad otter dM« 
mpwk. Art to aaa our tomomi Mb-i 
a p tn ewH a and ann-amwptcir 

^HErntaiP cuua, (DapL irei, 

Qoota, 0NI4 7O0. 


Co Reg No. 2866064 


SMAi.L CHEST 
or DRAVVfRS 




Unusual haid-to-flnd torts, IncL ■ 
•Unhareal Dr* »•Master Wtwim 832mm 
-Saw Ml Bk Brtror -TW Mafrabrer 
•Pbwr Srippar •flatten TW Shapanan 
•Drtt K Sttapenec-ond many mwa. 

SB» TOMT R« WM« CaOUjOCME 

1 TBT: HUSH 72S2S2 aroythn*. 

(DaptTT) "'81 StattM Mad. 

mm w^s**"*** 1 ** 

-JuAx*UARolU«.Ha.2U>B38r — 1 


Scandinavian 

styling and 

elegant wood 
finishes, with a 
choice of quality 
upholstery 

leathers 


Adjusts from vertical to horizontal 
in the doctor recommended 90/90 position 
used by the NASA astronauts. 

-Afl of the spine iodudinft lbs neck is fully supported ut all angles, 
which reduce the strain on the ligaments, discs and allows fail relox- 
ation of spinal ousdes. r Osteopath Loaioa. 

-I corid actually feel the release from the day's pressure as I sat in it I 
have since recommended this wonderful chair to my patients, and I'm 
: looking forward to taking delivery of my 


factories Wafer beds, 
massaging thairs, pesfare 
correct office faraitora, 
orthopaadlt kaaeliag 
theirs, betk supports, ^ 
and many more batk 

care proriaefs ^ 


frw 

j ti SJO ntUns, 
lUttZMSaiq, 
UhrkrA 


HAIR PROBLEMS? 


ArcoD-lfaM b a utmal total padacurody rndved in Hrn UK fare «m aanaat tad 
non addeviag dm Mooxnpabrexidt* here, 
ywcuroal abort thtoroednit >yaem rtflnkcree la OiBGiiirenl eddoa afEAIR 
iwCTWi-mwrl Al»ra«wilg- read » aomard nr "rtionB die reantro below 





PEWSEY, WILTS. SH9 5HL 
_W: 01672 S6S333 Far 01872 SC 
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THE VELVET NORFOLK HAT 

Madti In Available in this 

England ' '< season's striking 

• i ^ colours! 


24.50 

RaaCUSpAp 


Wo how uiied the very best velvet for iTt d***> winter hat. 
llw wide brim offers protection from the weather but still 
allow* the hat to be folded flat for travelling. 

Chocolate Brows, Ruby Rad, Emerald Groca sod Ctenu Blade. 8 m 
S 54 ^S 5 cm, M 50 -> 57 c*n. L 58 «a aori XL SSkmx. 

For3D*yDop*tch0171 498 2099 

NevfUhHata, 14Q Britoua Vluk Rood, Lendea 8WU 4NB 
' Fax 0171 498 0990. 

—cUV toy *• —t «fa* f r—tv mt Hr mtTmw. _ 

“The man is a national treasure ” 

(What Doctors Don't TeO You)’ 

IRRITABLE BOWEL 
SYNDROME? 
Helpful Advice From 
Dr Vernon Coleman 

If yoc suffer from Irritable Bowel. Syndrome you will know only 
too well this painful disorder can ruin your life. I used to suffer 
terribly from IBS, and bad all the usual symptoms (pain, wind etc) 
bat conquered the problem using a simple, two step control 
programme. Since then my symptoms have virtually disappeared 
and the quality of my life has improved beyond measure. Now you 
can share the information that gave me b^rfr a normal life. I have 
produced a book called ’'Relief from LBS" that explains cbe 
methods T used to solve my IBS problem. The advice is written in 
air easy-to-follow style and ine fa des a series of simple, practical 
guid el ines designed to help you deal with your IBS in the same way 
that I dealt with mine. The topics covered mclnrfc.. 

* Causes and s ymp t om s * How to look after your digestive system 
* Relief from wind * Tips on how to cope with stress 
* Foods that can m«)re thin g* worse 

Having suffered from: IBS' for. several years I know what a 
devastating effect it can have on your life and I do hope my book 
will be able la help you. Yon can. try my advice without risk - if you 
don't find the book helpful then simply return jt to me within 213 
days of receipt for a foil refund. As a bonus we will also send you a 
vofoble FREE bosk worth £9.95 whenyou order.-The contours of 
yoar free book include: “Should you gel a second opinion?", 
"How to get the best out of yoar doctor", “How to cope in an 
emergency”, “How to live to be 100”, "Improve your life by 
dflflgfa g ya* diet”. "How to protect yourself against viruses'' and 
much, much morel To order a copy of my book Relief from IBS 
send a cheque or postal order (payable to Publishing House) for 
£955 to IBS Book Offer, Sales Office TI 35, Publishing House. 
Trinity Place, Barnstable, Devon EX32 9HJ. Post is FREE! For 
credit card sales please ring (01271) 328892. Your book will be sent 
to you within 28 days. Reading this book cooM help solve your IBS 
problem for good - and remember, you have nothing to lose but 
your symptoms. Your free book is yours to keep whatever you 
decide. 


His advice is optimistic and eadmsiastic** 1 ■■ 
(The British Medical Journal) 

“Dr Vernon Coleman is one of our most enlightened trenchant am 
sensible dispensers of advice" 

(The Observer) 

by the European Medkal journal 















































TO ADVERTISE CALL: 
CALL: 0171680 6860 
FAX: 01714819313 


WEEKEND SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15 1997 

SHOPAROUND 


TIDYRAI 









018.1 688 6323 
' or wl) FREE 0500 520 000 


iiiLkUfr “• 


A SEYMOUR 
SHIRT is 


****** m 

** ***** > 


custom tailored 

EXACT SLEEVE LENGTH_✓ 

CORRECT BODY SIZE_✓ 

CHOICE OF COLLAR SHAPES_✓ 

CHOICE OF FRONT STYLES;_✓ 

CHOICE OF CUFF STYLES_V 

choice of shoulder, fit_✓ 

CHOICE OF BODY I-KNf TTH_ f 

CHOICE OP 400 FABRICS_✓ 

TAILS OR SQUARE BOTTOMS S 
F ULL S TANDARD or SUM FITS V 
AFTER SALES SERVICE S 
IMPECCABLY HAND CUT & SEWN _✓ 
Andofoomse 

THE FINESTQUALITY__ S 

ALSO MADS TO 


the Erotic Print Society 's 
ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF 

BOTTOMS! 

Far yonr library's up shelf - “a rode box civilized 
and UgMy eotfinsmutg portrayal of the posterior 
from every period of ait" WARNING: extreme]; 
eqsBdt! Cost £1000. Send to tofher denfflt to: 
EPS, Dept TWC, PO Box 10645, Uondoa SWlO 
»ZT- Tel: 9171 351 6957; Fax: 0171 244 9399 
"-M wicked little volume."' 


n. 

i 

ii 




GUARANTEE) 
MTTEfREE PILLOWS, 
DUVETS & COVERS 

ADog; BeBef Plains Ltd. 
Tllmrinn Fruit Trmliiiiipiim. Tflirmr. 
Td/ftn C17GG 332919; 



SMALL CHI Si 
OJ DK UVI KS 



Use and PnP VfpU 

improveyonr J?. JVHflU V/Il 

* Read our articles and short stories in French • 

* Speak fee language better 

* Understand more of what you hear 

* Learn more about France and French life 

- h itk. the-help of our popular and unique range of 
French language products: 

Details (post free) from: La Vie Outre-Manche 
FREEPOST, MA 1312 (T) Maidstone ME1S 9BR 
Fax: (01622) 691922 Tel: (01622) 682122 



Hand tailored Plus Twos 
- and Tronsers for 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

£ 39.95 

Cbooie frmaoteskm. 
tartan and coni 

•Guiwricda 

aMT-.hfon 10-18 
• Ctak tinted 6r 
|Wm ri 

Call 

. 0118 248 8160 

foryonrFEBE 
■ broctaro. 

STA MFORD 

CLOTHIERS 

- Dept 7T,3QYo& Bo«), tab LS98KA 


m 

i 


■ 


£141 Deposit then . 

PAY NOTHING FOR 1 YEAR 
TAKE 3 YEARS FREE CREDIT 





Extremely Fine Solid M ahogany Dining Table & set of 6 
Chairs £1629 Offer ends 28th February 
The worlds largest display of fine English solid Mahogany, 
Walnut, Yew & Birdseye Maple antique replica furniture made 
by master craftsmen to. a. standard unsurpassed this century 
Mon-Sat 9om-5.30pm ^9^ 

BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS fill 

■NIfr SCHOOL CLOSE, QUEEN HJ ZAHgT H AVR, BOHGESS Hlli- 
(KEnrnsf asrwa: a *ra*m»0 WEST SUSSEX SHl 5 9BX 

Tel: 01444 246577 


The Ideal Wine Storage Solution 
EuroCave ® 

Our Conservation 
cellars produce 
fee qualities of a - 
traditional wine catiar 
.. _ / * . •“ 

• Constant 
temperature 
c ontrolled ' 

• Humidity 

• Exclusion of 
odours 


vBxanon 

Darkness 

Phi* total aaeurtty 
For your valuable 
wines . 

FORA. COMPLETE CATALOGUE PLEASE CONTACT 

SOWE 5 CO 

• MARTOCK BUSINESS PARK. MARTOCK. 
SOMERSET. TA12 6HB 
Tel: 01935 826333 Fox: 01935 826310 


CIRRUS- Whv not buy an original 

m .ii 


Thetdlimafezangeof outdoor 
doflringand accessories. 


Ora UK 
Hsiiataa lad. Estate 
Nwfolk tP3D 9E8.UK 
T«b 01*79 8SJUS 
Fee 007* £3127 
mill- M WaJUl N **" 




■i/Tuon: 



'OR PRtE COLOUR BROCHURE CALL US OR 

Freefone 0800-137621 

'r— * * •’ I ’ : — . v ^ p-. •‘‘J • f" “ /—• r~v f~'\ | | [,• 



At William T iUtnan our craftsmen lovingly create 
modem masterpieces that reproduce the finest 
examples of English 18th and 19th century furniture 
to perfection. Call now and let us introduce yon to 
quality that cannot be surpassed anywhere. 



WILLIAM TILLMAN 


When only perfection is good enough. 


Substantia/ discounts currentfy available on many 
items, including chairs* Please ask for details.- 

30 St James’s Stasef, London SW1A1HB. 

Telephone 0171839 2500 Far 0171930 8106 

1424 Crondt lane, Borough Gaea, KentTNI58LT 
Telephone: 01732 883278 Fn: 01732 884439 


FOR ATHLETES 
AND ELDERLY 
PEOPLE ALIKE 


SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED 
EHPEBTLY CONSTRUCTED 


DELUXE QUALITY 



MMSL- r „ 

j 58.35 


7^- 



THE DUFFLECOAT COMPANY 

£ 129.95 

plus£3 p&p 

1 The fbesi dnflecoatt 

rn.ftw Jo Kwpliwvt by 

CHovcralLThi* is the 
classic and un- 

to last ■nd'lteep you 
wann year after year. 
Cardinal Red, Navy 
Blue ' (as shown) 
£12935 - pha £3.00 
postage and pmjrnft. 
Also available m 
Conifer Green, 
Camel, Charcoal 
Grey, and HraL Sizes 
32* to 48" or 8 to 
20. Available by mail 
order with 7 day des¬ 
patch. igswa 



NEW CUSHIONS MATTRESSES MATTRESS 

For chairs, suites. Made to measure OVERLAYS 

bench seating etc. any size and to A separate 2 in. deep 

Uncovered or wife your individual layer for utsrant relief 

our own-fitted covers. comfort- on a loo hard oeo. 

I EYERYTKNG DELIVERED SAFELY TO YOUR DOOR (Fax: 0113 23 01089) 

B PHONE 0113 267 K281 SD 

or post coupon btknv for 40 page colour brochure, treasuring guide and direct pacts. 


mm 


A separate 2 in. deep 
layer for instant relief 
on a too hard bed. 




HAIR PROBLEMS? 




Arcoo-TSsanc is a mural betbal pndoct newly au i v e d in ibe UK fins die 
Coobnnt and now achieving die same supetfe mobs faoe. WcrM- Wide 
pat en ts have gouuad for its fomolatico. 

7%s essential product of a range is a 'one-a-day food s up ple m ent which 
eicaxmges btasefii from the 'inside'. This is complemented by a tincture 
(to Joealuad appKentiaB) aad a superb sbsu^Me. The costs of tbe slnuupao 
is £7.90 far 200ml. 

Yoa can rea d abou t dm esodlent tystan of hair care in the curtail edition 
of HAIR INTERNATIONAL magnripr. Alternately, sod a postcard or 
'pbeme the number below to receive an iuto i lmi on pack 8t 
PROMOTIONAL VOUCHERS. 




or poslcud to: 

Arcon UK, Dept TNL, PO Box 351, 
Peterborough PEl 5QQ 

The Aicoo range is avsOabJe at select cfaetnists. Eiainbessers anf 
health food stores. 


We'll fit one tomorrow. 
Straight up. ; 


Call us now on freefone . 

080019 19 19 A 

For a free no obligation quote. | I 

• Ncxi day installation r£3| Jfl 

available nauonwide. 33jL K | . . . 

• Buy dirca from fee j 

numufactuieL J J > 

• Thcusands of satisOed 

customers. ^ 

• Ncwrarecondiuoned- ^ 


Vs* X? 


INDIVIDUALLY 
MADE-TO-MEASURE S 
& TROUSERS 

Mailorder 
service for ladies 

and gentleman 

ERQCHUBEAND 
100 CLOTH SAMPLES 




i 


248 8131 


WINEBERGS 


ShnanoD St, 
Le*ds LS9 8SS 


FACTORY SHOP 

SOFAS & SOFA BEDS 

From Factory to yon! NO MIDDLEMAN! 

Styled A made to yonr on raqairenMota. Deeper stats~Hldur or 
tower backs Soft or fin caihi o Ba. A choice of bsoditdi aftabria 
tknmSaanderaam liberty MoakwcO and otherf- AD work carried 
oat by crafts an and wo m e n . Nat mass p roduced. We also 
imdextake vwapbolMcrimi to to pabHe and interior designer. 



Victoria So!* fSofe-bsal 

CREDIT AVAILABLE SUBJECT 10 STATUS 


POETSTYLE LTD 

Unit 1. Rayford Stroot Industrial Centro 
Mars CtrsotCUr WMI St.) 
Haeknsyi London, E83SE. 
TofeOISf 533094S 


"Between a third and a half 
of all cancers are caused by 
eating the wrong types of food’ 



’:V-. '; 


If you know which foods to eat - and which to avoid - you 
can dramatically reduce your chances of developing cancer 
of the breast, cancer of the prostate, cancer of the colon, 
cancer of the ovary or cancer of the nteros. 

Ealing $e right foods can also produce a great 
improvement in your health if you suffer from asthma, 
rheumatoid arthritis, heart trouble, indigestion, gall stones, 
varicose veins, wind, irritable bowel syndrome, high blood 
pressure, insomnia, allergies, tinnitus, ulcers, restless legs 
Syndrome, premenstrual syndrome and many other 
problems. 

A good deal of nonsense is written and broadcast about 
food. Finding the facts can be difficult. 

Dr Vernon Coleman's book "Pood for Thought" gives 
you the truth about foods and how to eat for good health. 

It includes information on vegetarian eating, microwaves, 
drinking water; mad cow disease,, food irradiation, food 
additives, vitamins, fats and many other subjects. 

There's even a section explaining how you can lose 
weight and stay slim permanently and easily. 

Over 15,000 copies already sold. 

"... a guide to healthy eating which reads like a thriller" 
(The Good Book Guide) 

"Dr Vernon Coleman is one of our most enlightened, 

trenchant and sensible dispensers of medical advice” 
(The Observer) 

"The man is a national treasure" 

(What Doctors Don’t Tell Yon) 


To order your copy send a cheque or postal order for £9.95 
(payable to Publishing House) to: Fcxxl for Thought Sales 
Office TB6. Publishing House, Trinity Place, Barnstaple, 
Devon EX32 9HJ. Post and padring is FREE. We aim to 
despatch within 48 hours of receiving yoar order but please 
allow 21 days for delivery. Money bade guarantee - simply 
return within 28 days of receipt for a foil refund if not 
delighted. If yon would like to pay by credit card please 
telephone (OI271) 328892 Monday - Friday 830 - 5.3a 

published by the European Medical Journal S0f 




































































































































































































Because we think the world of you ... 


( cu 

rrent best buys on the world s finest airlines 

1 

rn it || 

1 

Of «4t.; 5VT 

F R 

(bci tresi “»»°i 

r return ore nr mum one nr nton g 

trrpn tarn Iron 
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worldwide attention to detail 


SVDNEV 

PERIH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

RANGKDK 


HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 


£354 £529 
£325 £594 
£354 £539 
£354 £659 
£336 


7 

■y/'. 

7. 

K 

7. 


NEW YORK £122 £153 

BOSTON £139 £159 

FLORIDA £159 £190 

LOS ANGELES £217 £253 

SAN FRANCISCO £217 £253 


TORONTO £138 £199 

VANCOUVER £265 £296 

CARIBBEAN £175 £268 

HONOLULU £434 £434 


MEXICO COY 


£248 £282 
£274 £299 
£198 £329 
£245 £408 
£297 £479 


DUBAI £165 £275 

CAIRO £145 £219 

AROUND THE WORLD £677 


cam 

JQmfRG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


10% OFF TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR ALL NEW BOOKINGS 
MADE THIS WEEK 

BETWEEN SUNDAY 16 FEB AND SATURDAY 22 FEB 

’Insurance must be paid tor in lull a! the time ot booking 


For fin real towtoWB no wocttiwide 

fravsL TTaJffindsrs is your one stop 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 - AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 • ASIA £36 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALI NOW FOR QUR WOfflJ] OR NORTH AfcBflCA DIRECTORY ON 0171 -938 3386 


..CRUISES. 


HOIS 


* 


TVailfindm offers more low cost 
flights to more desflnattons ttafl 
anyone. Experts In airfares since 
1870, we can (aflor-make four very 




on hotels sod car litre worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF TH! 

TRAILFIfJDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-935 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOM458 WIA ASIA 63701 


«M tensing • High Sheet • UHD™W8 7BS 

• icngKMl nights: ""jSSS'Su 

First & Business Class: 0171*938 3444 


liaindUdllHb W ■ 

42-50 Earls Court Road * LONDON W8 6FT 
tong Haul Rights: 0171-938 3366 
22-24 The Priory Querns#^ • SlRMWGHAM B4 6B 
Worldwide Flights: 0121-2361234 
481 ^Street •BWSTOLK1JHQ 
Worldwide RightK.0117-S29 S$00 

254-284 Sauchiehail Street • GLASGOW G2 3EH 
WdrtdwMe Rights; 0141-353 ZZZ4 

58 Oearsgale ■ MANCHESTER M3 2FF 

.... i. - J- IHCljmi RORfl 


First & Business Class; 0161-839 3434 


I our shops ore 


. 9-7pm • Hon-Fri 9-7p;n urSil the end of Fefc • Sun ID-6? 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 



A 


Salaam 


Entebbe 

Lagos 

Johannesbu: 


New York 

Boston 

Miami 

San Francisco 
Los Angeles 


fr £180 
£180 
£225 
£275 
£275 


Los Angeles £275 

Toronto/Montreal £205 
Orlando £250 



You'd have to look hard 
to find a smaller fare. 


AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST from 


BERGEN from 


BRUSSELS from 


DUBLIN from 


EDINBURGH from 


GLASGOW from . 


LEEDS BRADFORD Tram 


NICE from 


PALMA from 


PARIS from 


PRAGUE from 


TEE5SIDE from 


ZURICH from 


£69 return 


£59 return 


£146 return 


£74 return 


£69 return 


£59 return 


£59 return 


£83 return 


£149 return 


£119 return 


£75 return 


£164 return 


£93 return 


£99 return 




Retam fares from London Heathrow. 
Contact your local travel agent or all for details on 


0345 554554 oil 
0345 I FLY BM 




Ok British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 

VsMCvamfaUtaaiiAciedMoaifStMs. 
btfcct to maw* imd nun M«k • bMw right a* 
farrago ma hm m nJjo mlaUc (ran East tCdMOi, 

Mr BradM, Tcaddc EdCrtngk, Oagn ml Bdtat 14 dwi Mnnee 
hniAifl; retired tor MntagfiBaigM and HEm it adnentaift** (Ind 


1 

i 


USA 

Canady 

• Wm-mUM StfHMrt 

padages 

- nny ray. m dBMOon 

• Cud) toot 

Fop ia Md set is today, oaitnOy 
touted in ficudiff Gras 


£i 01420-88S30 or 0171-237 5559 : 


f» Sasj 

W ♦ HONG KONG ♦ ^ 




♦ HONGKONG^ 

V THAILAND ♦ BALI ♦ 

♦ MALAYSIA ♦ 

♦ BANGKOK + 

♦ SBMAPQflE* 

♦ INDIA + 


Q 01420-1 


♦ INDIA ♦ j- 
VkmUhnMltaHaHl 3? 


-80&22 or 0171-227 5558 


■uruv uurar mr m:cr 



S2BegentSCracS,lMdea.DfltSUliC SoSLbtJ 
FAX: 01420-82133 or 0131-28? 4522 


Direct Travel Insurance 

rrr 



01903 812345 


NAIROBI So i c 

daily departures 3L, J X 
MANCHESTER-MOMB AS A JULY fr £370 



... people think the world of us! 

SPECIAL CLUB CLASS 

NAIROBI DIRECT.£I4S5 

BOMBAY/D ELHI.ESSO 

MIDDLE. FAST I 


Contact os for our 
rjT I hii ** 11 " 1 cm Africa/ 
Mafflngm Ocean 

AFRICA/EUROPE 

0181 9Q2 1061 

[HER DESTINATIONS 

0181 903 8526 


Dubai 

fr £315 

Jeddah 

. £345 

Abu Dhabi 1 '• 

£335 


MANY MORE 
DESTINATIONS 
AVAILABLE 


FLIGHTB 






: SH&&. 

Si jn?"-. 

:•:■****• ici-M-'iT.' 


* !!*!*>. ' 


WORLDWIDE 

0171 757 2444 

,* AMERICAS & EUROPE 

0171757 2000 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

0171757 2468 

FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS 

0171757 2500 

OPEN 7 DAYS 


GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES 
ON SCHEDULED AIRLINES 

AB feres are return flights, subject to avaflsbiflty, 
seasonal & regional supplements, ac. surcharges 
_ & taxes wherti appOcabte 

BROCHURE HOTLINE 

lBSaig.ggl«8W. 336027] 

Best Vdue:- Air Fores * Car Hire 
-Insurance-Hotels 

ATOL 2S62 IATA ABTA D0806/V8800 


1 % CY Ssi-ctiY- '<*.r , 


Jo’burg 


LSmvbS travelling fr 

New York tr £159 Boston * £170 Sydney fr £570 

Florida £180 Denver £249 N. Zealand . £645 

Los Angeles £245 Dallas £230 Bali £415 

S. Francisco £245 Toronto £205 Singapore £395 

Chicago £230 Rio. £339 Bangkok £395 


e e style 

Hong Kong fr£395 
Vietnam . £485 
Colombo £395 
India £325 
Nairobi £32A 


:36S 

Book \'o\v! 
rzr end; 17 Feb 


★ USA AND 
CANADA * 


♦NewWxk 


♦Boston 


♦Baltimore 


★Miami tan £200 


♦Rdadelphia tan 


♦Orlando tan 


tan £159 WlbrontD tan £H9 


tan £170 ♦ftatfax tan £119 


♦Montreal tan 


tan £185 '♦Vancouver tan £245 


ton £230 


♦Dates tan 

★Las Vegas tan £236 

♦SaiFtancsm tan £236 

* Ins Angeles tan £236 


* ★ SPECIAL OFFER * ★ 

TORONTO £119 




ton £236 _ w™ 

m Eclipse 


l 0990 329 326 



r 

Top scheduled-airlines. 

SHaustral/a 

V 

r . 

Best stopover choice— 

9-| FARES FROfVl 

f 


Far East USAS more. 

h £567 



Itineraries tailored to your 

return 

_ 


exact wishes. 

KniEW ZEALAND 

, B^ ineSS 


Car&carapervari hire. 

'| nnd 'or Auvlr.Ttio 

Wte FA R E .5 FROM 

fa f ^ .,7 1 


aic rail & coach passes. 

Hi £653 

5 ' I 


Accommodation from 

tfl R E 1 URN 



budget to luxury. 

m ' 

y mum ' 0171497 0515 ! 0171-287 5550^41 



LONDON - LYONS £104 
LONDON - OtlSSELi>ORF£9S 
LONDON - BUDAPEST £196 
LONDON-PRAGUE £1«S 
LONDON >VBWA£169 . 


All fares ilatud are subject to availability and dHfaring booking and travel periods. Passenger 
taxes apply. For full detafla of conditions and more Petits .Prix to many other European and 
worldwide destinations contactvour*&ayei Agent or call Air Franca on 

--— 0181 742 6600 -- 


fare Severe 


BARCELONA 



RETURN 


infot all Ae benefits of fifty tberht! 

Fly from Heathrow for quite sensationally kw prices 
with the experts who know Spain best, for details of 
our Pare Savers to many Spanish destinations, ask 
your travel agent or call direct quoting ref. HM.’l. 

0171 830 OOll 


*Bk b oH br dqrata koa ardn noB Us Ibdi IfT. Son « 
tad mi nUca m nrittC* mi ants roWtta, ibps* mm* taSmot 


£205II ^ 



Economy £107 

Compact £121 
Midsize £141 
Mini Van £197 


£59 


£89 


£10 


PRICES PER WK INC COW. THEFT 
COVER 6 UNLIMITED MILEAGE 



15 DAYS £57 
22 DAYS £72 
29 DAYS £96 
36 DAYS £99 

STATE TAXES NOT APPLICABLE 


01444 450101 

FAX 01444 454548 





OFFICIALLY APPOINTED 


op—*«!»*» 12 High street Alton, Harm GU341BN I 
SSjfSSC 373-375The Strand, UmdonWC2R OJF 
Sun lon loant-Apni 52 Regent Street, London. W1R 60X 29 S 9 Iabt 

FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-497 2923 or 0171-287 4! 
AH fares subject to avaflcbflHy. Restrictions apply, ask for details. 


PLATINUM 


TRAVEL 


y^DVENTURE TRAVEL AND H IGMTS AT /^FFOKDABt E PRICES 



TOPO -mo—trro LOSwrcaa—ms—ou vtcroatoEws 


-AROUND THE WQRLD— 

tOMhw * Ho*| Kan * Calm • SiUmm * AltdcUad * FIJI • Kmn * Lm Adi*]» * Leadn - C7H 
«Mo>gg me bDSdqka grrMtehone. «4 Sr tonoatti orneb J tot* a Mom tanl 
■vEfcr am Ale iMtata M J fe I%bl pkm »kM yam nqtomMO 


I® LONC.HAX .-1:0171 V.tT 31 21 I KANSATL ANIlf 5. U:KOI'£AN: (I I r I ” 


52 EU05 COURT ROAD, KB&NGTON, LOhflXJN MO 68 
OPHV: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 



NEXUS TRAVEL 


FLIGHT S FROL 



j- Z.' ELLUZLL nZilLi: 


CTj; 0117 9832555 

h '• ,-^iS 


AIRUNK Woridwide 


air travel plc| 


Flights & holidays 

throughout the world 


-i EURO GETAWAYS 


USA GETAWAYS _ WORLD GETAWAYS _ 


! Amsterdam £0 hflan £109 Boston £170 N.0deans £259 Bm^ot £331 Jtfhsg £30 

S Athens 030 Paris SUB Chicago £245 New Yak £17» Bqpsg £359 ManOa £432 

Z Budapest £165 Rome £129 LAJSPO £259 0ti8Oldta>£221 Cape Tbwn £505 Mexico £299 

^Istanbul £319 DdAviv £169 Mianri^ £199 Tampa £266 Delhi £310 Nairobi £330 

■Madrid £99 Zorich £99 Mated £219 Ibraato £219 HoogKongf439 MSS 

■0171 629 2700 0171 629 4090 0171 629 7890 


:-uc- m 

5^V.:E3 




Daily Scheduled 
Services 

5 x Glasgow £29 
5 x Edinburgh £29 

3 x Aberdeen £29 
X x Inverness £29 

4 x Amsterdam £3S 

2 x Nice £49 

I x Barcelona £49 

Suifilr. Iruin, c^tl. T.tl 

I>.> iv« rKjuirf » S-arui <J.«r flight rt,.v, 

Fjrr>w Lawn xriMrt 

easy Jet 

Can Qtstn 44 S 5 ss anytime 

AT<'L .W*v 



WI 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

SAVEQNANNUAL SINGLE TJtiP, LONG STAY, 
aa SCAR WE UABOTTY TOP-UP 


rT ^T~r r 





For the holiday of a lifetime 


* ™ URS * CAR& CAMPER HIRE 

CRUISES, ISLANDS, OUTBACK & REEF TRIPS 

BRIDGE THE WCRLD 
*0171 734 7447 


Ring 01932829544 (24hrs) 

lor .1 frn C copy of our outstanding broch; 


JETLINE 


01730 266 5,$8 Xi td 


0 WO 25WO 4 


j5P4fh' 

(PORTUGAL 

[ISRAEL 

GREECE 

■TURKEY 

CYPRUS 

HRftBU. 

it 


79 CARlEEliN 
99 S. ftFKICA 
99 CiK(LDA 
99 INDIA 
149 EAR CAST 
ZS9 AUSTRALIA 

Car Hirr and tivw 
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Rocky road 
to being . 
a better 
skier 

Canada > 18 


travel 


Hideaways 
in Cyprus, 
Corfu and 
Rhodes 

The Med ■ 16-17 



around snooty Ooty 



/ Delhi • 

_Jj 2 00 mile s 

INDIA 

'^Bombay 


~- 

Calcutta*^ 


\ 


Bay at 


XcoonoorC-': Bon V*> 

Arabian \ 

Sea 




SfU LANKA 


Ootccnmund: 


Indian 

Ocean 
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■ The author flew to 
Delhi with Air India on a 
return flight from 
Manchester booked through 
Traflflnders (0171-938 
3366). Man Chester- Delhi. 
£384 return. Loodon- 
Delhi. £484 return. 


■ Ootacaraund can be 
reached on the overnight 
Nilgiri Express from 
Madras to Mettupalayam 
(ten hours, £25 first dass). 
with a Blue Mountain 
Railway connection to 
Ooty (four hours. £2). 

A taxi from 

Mettupalayam costs £15. A 
taxi from Mysore to Ooty 
would cost about £30. Contact 
Regal Voyages of 
Bangalore (00 9180 334 4066). 


■ Regency Villa (00 91423 
43097). double rooms from £3 
a night (meals extras 


J 


Transfixed for ever in the Indian sunshine, members of the Ootacamund. Hunt pose for the camera. Set high in the Nilgiri Hills, Ootacamund offered Raj officers an escape from the summer heat of Madras 

If you look carefully, Ootacamund 


■ British passport 
holders need a visa for India, 
available from the High 
Commissioner for India 
(0171-836 8484). 

■ Further information 
from the Indian Government 
Tourist Office, 7 Cork 
Street, London W1X1 BP 
(0171-4373677). 

■ Reading: The Travel 
Bookshop (0171-229 5260) 
recommends: South India 
(Cadogan Books. £14.99, 
ISBN I86011070 3), and 
Water byAshokamitran, 
(Heinemann. £4.99, ISBN 
0435 950851). 


ust uftw breakfast (por¬ 
ridge and poached eggs), 
Mr Smith , drops a 
bombshell. “I am 
afraid,"' he says, smiling 
gravely, “there is no one 
darning socks in Ooty af die 
moment" He waggles his 
head apologetically from side 
to ride, straightens the Meal 
Order Forms (“Adequate No¬ 
tice Essential") and wraps 
himself in his thick woollen 
shawl. It is a moment of silent 
embarrassment Ooty (Oota- 
caxnund) had seemed just the 
right old-fashioned imperial 
place for darning. 

High in the Nilgiri Hills of 
Tamil Nadu, the Queen of 
British Hill Stations once of¬ 
fered an escape for officers and 
administrators sweltering 
through the summer heat of 
Madras. It had a unique 
appeal for the British, with its 
rolling downs and its gentle 
streams. Generations of visi¬ 
tors have made the 7,000ft 
climb through dazzling green 
paddy fields, tea estates and 
coconut plantations. They 
have settled back on trim 
verandas, ripped their gins 
and talked about snooty Ooty. 

“A curious place is Ooty;" 
noted Edward Lear on an 1874 
sketching tour, half a century 
after the Brits had first arri¬ 
ved. “Houses stuck all about 
the MUs and trees everywhere 
... ban so English as to be, I 
think, utterly undrawable." 
He drew it, all the same, after 
a fortifying breakfast of beef¬ 
steak and daret. > 

The Engfishness Is still there 

at Regency Villa, the hotel run 
by Mr Smith with his fastidi¬ 
ous charm and his thick 
woollen shawl. Ffis grand¬ 
parents came over from Eng¬ 
land to set up a chain of 
department stores in Madras 
and, after a lifetime in the 
hotel business (be discreetly 
mentions meeting the Qw-en, 
Vivien .Leigh and Cunt 
Eastwood), he has ended up 
here. \ _ 

He maintains the Regency- 
high on a hill beyond West 
Down Bungalow, Blackwood 
Cottage and the Gra duate 
Tiffin Room, as a perfec t 
period place. Once a hunting 
lodge for maharajas' guests, 
pots of geraniums and nastur¬ 
tiums duster round the doors, 
fuchsias droop across the win¬ 
dows and, inside, the walls are 
graced by mildewed mahara¬ 
jas. 192 Ds society beauties pho¬ 
tographed by the Sunbeam 
Studio, and many pictures of 
the Ooty Hunt They rideout 
of one name and into another 
— Mr. Smail and lieutenanf- 

Cdonel Dexmifitwwi with 

their canes and their shooting 


still has fading relics of our imperial 
rule, says Stephen Mcdarence 


sticks and their snifters and 
their hounds, blinking In the 
bright dawn light for another 
yeartphpto. 

As we arrive, Rarau, the 
housebqy, unlocks bedroom 
af^ bedroom, each larger 
than foe last and packed with 
cane chairs, oil-lamps, one-bar 
radiators, hot water bottles in 
white . linen cavers, musty 
mothballed wardrobes and 
overall shabby gentility. We 
settle for a vast baywindowed 
room .' with amdtewiclt bed¬ 
spreads, a tassled 1930s stan¬ 
dard lamp and a view down 
the drive 1 framed by grazing 
cows and the occasional pass¬ 
ing cyclist. It could be Hert¬ 
fordshire, 1932. 

As the evening draws in, the 
40-watt bulbs flicker and fade 

and we light can- J__ 

dies and settle 
down Jo. dinner 
(curried eggs) with 
foe edges of the 
room in darkness. 

During coffee, 
there is an urgent 
tapping on foe 
door and a wfld- 
eyed. man bursts 
in.“I am Gopalthe 
cook, sir," he an¬ 
nounces. hiscufty- 
staihed apron tight 
around his middle 
and Ms head 
scarf. He hovers 


Mildewed 
photos of 
maharajas 
grace the 
hotel’s 
walls 


with motheaten jackals’ heads 
and lists of winners of foe 
Ladies’ Point-to-Point. Snook¬ 
er was reputedly invented here 
' a century ago and the dub still 
clings to the standards of those 
golden' days. “Casual dress is 
perfectly acceptable”, allows a 
notice about the four-course 
luncheons. “But coat and tie is 
fo be preferred.'" 

The entrance is guarded by 
a doorman in a green baize 
uniform that lodes recently 
recycled from one of the snook¬ 
er tables.- He is unyielding. 
No. sir, non-members fox not 
allowed inside without a letter 
of introductiOTU No, sir, the 
secretary is away for a month. - 
. I’m sorry, sir. foe president’s 
telephone is out of order. Do 
many members use the dub at 
weekends? “Com¬ 
ing and going, sir. 
Toing and froing." 

We console our¬ 
selves with, foe Nfl- 
giri Library, a 
grand tat ofVictori- 
an Gothic that 
would look : at 
home in any Brit¬ 
ish .provincial 
town. The Reading 
Room has solid oak 
lecterns for perus¬ 
ing The Times of 
India and The 


m a 
a mo¬ 


ment, flashes a manic smile 
and backs out We occasion¬ 
al^ see him following the cars 
up the hill to watch thesunseL 

The Regency is a.precious 
link with old Ooty. The town is 
changing. True, foe dogs still 
bark on foe-tea terraces and 
the mountains still drummer a 
misty blue and the moan is 
still a thin white smile in the 
sky. The pine and foe eucalyp¬ 
tus still scent the air and foe 
cowbells clang up the . valley, 
but foe town has degenerated 
into noisy bazaars and chok¬ 
ing traffic fumes. . 

The elderly expats who 
stayed on after independence 
have gone/The genteel bridge 
parties are'no more. Spencers 
shop, famed for its Wensley- 
dale cheese, is now a co mpute r 
showroom. Even the towns 
name has been changed‘to 
Udhagamandalam. a mouth¬ 
ful which most ignore. 1 . 

Btrtfoey still bit* foe fewer 
i- show and the dbg show, and 
the OotyCtubriaTsunwesup 
its long and intimidating 
drive. The wails are covered 


Hindu. Members sit in low 
cotton-covered armchairs 
under stags’ heads and browse 
through old copies of the 
National Geographic maga¬ 
zine. The list or requested 
additions-lo-stock includes 
“foe latest books of Biggies". 

Mr Yesudass. the attendant, 
unlocks an upstairs door and 
gives it a sharp kick to reveal a 
roam lined' with Blackwoods 
Magazines and Punch going 
back to 1827. Over foe fireplace 
is' a striking ensemble: a 
bison’s head. Queen Victoria 
(Iurge portrait), the Duke of 
Edinburgh (small photo¬ 
graph) and an antelope's head. 
Downstairs. Daphne, one of 
the assistants, complains 
about the weather. It has only 
just stepped raining after five 
months, she says. A Httle 
Britishness lives art after all. 

Just up the road, in foe still 
recognis&bly .colonial part of 
Ooty, is Higginbotham's 
bookshop, stacked with Col¬ 
ei's Complete Herbal and 
t Savoy Operas —and First 
Steps in Tdml, published for 
missionaries in 1922 and still 
regularly reprinted. It points 


out that Tamils use the same 
word for “shrimp” and 
"hump-backed woman” and 
offers translations of such 
useful observations as “He 
talks thickly, as one who has a 
cold". “The water in the rice 
pots boils with a gurgling 
sound" and, pMasophicaliy, 
"All men sleep in the night". 

Its gratest glory, though, is 
a series of conversational 
exchanges. 

First person: “Yonder 1 see 
an elephant standing. How 
fod it come here?" 

Second person: “It is not a 
true elephant. It is a monolith¬ 
ic sculpture." 

First person: “My eyes de¬ 
ceived me. The deftness of the 
hands of the sculptors is 
somdhing marvellous." 

Fbr the remainder of the Raj 
try Sr Stephen's Church, loom¬ 
ing with its pale yellow distem¬ 
per above foe town centre, a 
passable imitation of a 14th- 
century English parish 
church. It is full of monuments 
to soldiers who died of jungle 
fever, to Captain Preston who 
drowned vfofle out with the 
Ooty Hounds, and to Bishop 
Deal try, “a labourer and over¬ 
seer in that portion of foe 
Lord’s vineyard planted in 
India". Golden angels cascade 
freon a window and a sweeper 
sleeps on a rattan bench. 

After a week of wandering 
round Ooty, we took the Blue 
Mountain Railway down ro 
Coonoor. a smaller hill sta¬ 
tion. The railway is probably 
Ootys biggest tourist draw 
these days, with its boxy blue 
and cream carriages edging 
their way up and down gradi¬ 
ents of alarming steepness. We 
trundle through cuttings and 
tunnels, along sheer difis. 
with the treetops just dots 
below, past old British bunga¬ 
lows with saris drying on foe 
lawns. 


E 


virtually we reach 
Coonoor, where Mr 
Dora is waiting with 
his taxi. "1001(518 go 
to Ooty, sir," he says. "But foe 
sightseeing place is Coonoor.” 
Sadty. dense fog has come 
down and there are no sights 
to be seen. Mr Dord is not 
discouraged. “Beautiful view 
of opposite hflL" he an¬ 
nounces, swerving round in 
his seat “When no mist" 

We stop ax Dolphin's Nose, 
a viewpoint where Indian 
tourists - are photographing 
each other in front of foe fog. 
“Magnificent waterfall," says 
Mr Dora. "See, sir." He 
half & dozen postcards 
his pocket “These' are foe 
views. Beautiful views. When 
no mist” 
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From Bournemouth 


to Borneo. 


...Wherever your holiday takes you. Saga takes care of all the 
details, so you can have the time of your life. 

Service, quality and unbeatable value are just some of the 
hallmarks. So, whether it’s a hotel stay, coach tour or cruise, our friendly 
staff, carefully chosen accommodation and well-planned 
itineraries ensure you enjoy a well-earned break. 

45 years of listening to comments and suggestions has taught us just what 
our holidaymakers expect 

That’s why so many people book with us again and again! 

If you are aged 50 or over, call our 


24-hour brochure request line now. 



SAGAS 


For the Time of your Life 



Please return to: Holidays FREEPOST (NT2710), Peter! ee X, Co. Durham SR8 2HU. You do not need a stamp. 
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United Kingdom Worldwide 
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Coach Holidays: 

Tours □ Single Centre □ 

Europe Sc foe'Me dfe err an ean 
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USA/Canada 
Faraway Places: 

(Africa, Asia, Australasia, 
Far East) 
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Mediterranean: Despite the popularity of Cyprus there are plenty of hideaways if you knqwwhg££j2— 


Aphrodite’s palm-fringed benefits 


I n 1977 I took a 12- 
montfa teaching ap¬ 
pointment in Cyprus, 
and stayed for four 
years. Jt was hard to leave 
an island with perfectwea- 
iherand beaches, hospitable 
and a low cost of 



the 1974 Turkish 
invasion, the Greek 
riots were left with over I 
an island, but the country¬ 
side had a beauty and 
fecundity worthy of their 
goddess Aphrodite. 

In those days, it took five 
hours to drive from Cape 
Greko in the east to Polls m 
the west; with the much 
improved roads today, you 
ran do it in three. Along the 
way there are always new 
discoveries: precariously- 

perched monasteries. Byz¬ 
antine churches, Roman 
villas and Crusader castles, 
as well as Aphrodite's legacy 
— her sanctuary and baths 
and sublimely beautiful 
birthplace Petra ton 
Rotnxuou. 

In spring and autumn 1 
went hiking in the moun¬ 
tains and in the winter 
months fitted in some sid¬ 
ing. But most weekends, 
from April until October, 
my friends and Z would 
point our motorbikes south¬ 
east and camp in a scrub 
forest that flanked a sandy 

^Cyprus may be best 
known as die island _ of 
Aphrodite but equally im¬ 
portant to us was Bacchus’s 
legacy —■ a single tavema on 
an empty beach where you 
could eat grilled red mullet 
and Greek olives, and drink 
brandy sours. 

In those days, Ayia Napa, 
where we camped, was a 
fa rmin g village with one 
hotel Now it is the island’s 
largest resort with 7.060 
beds for tourists. Things do 
change and unfortunately 
the concrete slide remorse- 
lesly keeps creeping along 
the UttoraL There are, how¬ 
ever, plenty of hideaways 
left if you know where to 
look. Cyprus still has some 
of Europe’s best beaches 
and most dramatic land¬ 
scape. as well as somnolent 
imw ffltai n villages and well- 
preserved ancient sites. I 
may not like all the changes 
of the past decade but there 
is still more than enough 
that I do love to draw me 
bade again and again. 



Orthodox priests shop in Paphos market Paphos, said to be the birthplace of Aphrodite, 
BEACHES 


isa 


favourite with tourists and therefore best avoided during school summer holidays when the beaches are crowded 


East coast The best are 
around Ayia Napa but you 
may have to fight for towel 
space in the summer. Mak- 
ronissos has good beaches 


fanning either side of die 
promontory and is slightly 
tes busy than those closer to 
town. Smaller, usually quiet 
beaches, can be found at Ayia 
Thekla, west of Makronissos 
and Ayia Trias at Pemera. 


DISCOVER FOR YOURSELF... 


THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, SUEZ CANAL 
& RED SEA ABOARD AEGEAN I 


OREECIi F.(',vr>7 rc . 0 

SYRIA 70/70 f A RAhL CYPRV 
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Join Voyages of Discovery for a memorable 7,10 or 11 night cruise 
and enjoy the opportunity to visit some of the most fascinating 
sites and cities in the world - the rose-red city of fttra, Luxor, 
Kaiuak& The Valley of The Kings, Damascus, Palmyra or 
Crac des Chevaliers in Syria, Jerusalem & Bethlehem. 
Galilee. St. Catherine’s Monastery in the Sinai 
Desert, Cairo & The Pyramids, Ephesus— Fly 
from Gatwick or Manchester to the warmer 
climes of Greece. Turkey or Egypt and you 
will soon be enjoying the comfort of our 
exclusively chartered ship, Aegean I, 
as you prep ar e to visit your first 
exciting port of call. 


ITINERARIES 


Red Sea Discovery 11 Nights 21st February & 7th November ‘97 

Greece, Turkey, Syria, Cyprus, Israel, Egypt, Suez Canal, Jordan. 

Red Sea Explorer 10 Nights 4th March & 18th November ‘97 

Egypt, Jordan, Suez Canal Israel, Turkey. Greece. 

Crusaders, 

Christians & Cairenes 7 Nights 14th March 4 97 

Crete, Syria, Cyprus. Israel, Egypt, Turkey. 

Eastern Mediterranean 

Delights 7 Nights 21st March *97 

Turkey, Egypt, Israel (2 days), Cyprus, Rhodes, Crete. 
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Cruise fores flora just £545 for 7 night 
cruises include return flights from Gatwick 
or Manchester, all port and airport taxes; ail 
meals and entertainment on board: 
programme of informative talks by oar 
experienced lecturers; guest speakers (Fired 
Trueman. Eric Knowles, Michael Fish, 

John Stalker and current England cricket 
coach David Lloyd wifi, be among our 
guests this S p rin g s giving entertaining talks 
on their own particular areas of interest). 

For farther details call us now; 

24 hour brochureline 01293 433041 
Reservations 01293 433030 



DISCOVERY 

Voyages of Discovery, Premiere Home, Betts Way, Crawley, West Sussex. fcHIO 2GB 
Teh 01293 433030 Fax: 01293 433036 

Vqyagci of Dactncry a a mJkin aunc of AO L om e KcUap LuL AJdra, «* ibove. 


There is fabulous rock diving 
and translucent water around 
Cape Greko (Agroi 
Anargyrof). Once you leave 
the east coast, the sand is 
coarser and is often dappled 
with pebbles. 

Sooth coast: Lamaca has 
become a scruffy, down¬ 
market resort papular with 
off-duty British soldiers from 
the Dhekdia base. The beach 
is mostly industrial sand and 
gets overcrowded in summer. 
The larger and equally busy 
resort of Limassol has mostly • 
small artificial hotel beaches 
that have been grappling with 
effluent dumped offshore by 
four local wineries. It is. 
however, a working town and 
has a nightlife to equal Ayia 
Napa’s, as well as a couple of 
good museums. 

The best beaches are west of 
the Roman remains at 
Kourioru In Kourion itself, the 
beach is long and empty, apart 
from a couple of tavemas. My 
favourites are further west at 
Avdimou and Pissouri. The 
former is quiet, has two good 
tavemas (Kyrenia has the 
edge) and a glorious setting 
with sandstone cliffs on either 
side, and vineyards and wheat 
fields behind. 

West coast: Between Latsi 
and Ayios Georgias, the unde¬ 
veloped northwest is a series 
of serried bays flanked fay 
gorse. carob and olive trees 
ami is accessible only to 
mountain bikes and 4x4 vehi¬ 
cles. The further north you 
bead towards the Akamas 
peninsula (soon to be desig¬ 
nated the island's only nat¬ 
ional park) the more Arcadian 
it gets: a wilderness beyond 
the dreams of those staying 
some 20 miles south in teem¬ 
ing Paphos. 

There is one tavema just 
before Lara (where turtles 
hatch their eggs on the finest 
beach octette Ayia Napa); 
otherwise you should take 
fold and drink with you. 
Cbral Bay is the best sandy 
beach near Paphos (seven 
miles north] but it gets very 
crowded. In town, beaches 
tend to be tike Limassol'S: 
short, man-made and lassoed 
to hotels. 

Northwest: To the east, Latsi 
has already beat developed 
and wfl! soon get its first 500- 
bed, five-star hotel with two 
more to follow. Ttakas beach, 
a couple of miles before Aph¬ 
rodite's Baths has one taverna 
and is usually quiet 

From Aphrodite's Baths 
(good tavema with wonderful 
difftop setting), the Akamas 
coastline rises and plummets 
westwards, passing bays you 
will only share with an occa¬ 
sional goat or shipwreck. 
Take water and food whrther 
you are walking or in a 4x4 (in 
tire latter case; ensure the tank 
is full and be warned, the 
track is very narrow in places 
. with sheer drops). 


MOUNTAINS 


The deeper you get into tire 
Troodos. the more sublime it 
gets. Pedhoulas, Prodhromas 
and Platres are interesting old 
bill stations, but try to go 
beyond these to timewarp 
like Mytikouri, which 
by ancients (the 


Mountains: try Maryland at 
the Mill in Kakopetria. Look 
no further than locally rated 
trout in garlic butter (about 
£8). Overlooks the valley arid 
the restoration work on stone 
houses in the old village. 


is 


young move to the resorts and 
towns for work) in a verdant 
gorge with a nearby Crusader 
bridge and some of the finest 
countryside in the Mediterra¬ 
nean. From here you can drive 
a dirt road down through the 
Cedar Valley (where you 
might catch sight of a mou- 
flon) to the west coast On the 
Nicosia side, tire old village of 
Kakopetria. slowly teing 
restored, is most interesting. 


South: Kastro’s at Pissouri 
beach is my favourite beach 
tavema. Mum cooks while the 
sons Xenos and Aristas serve 
and befriend. Dad watches 
telly and thumbs his worry 
beads. The quintessential Cyp¬ 
riot tavema experience and 
very cheap. 


FOOD and DRINK 


Try grilled halloumi (goafs 
cheese), lountsa (cured ham) 
and the humble but tasty 
horiatiki (village salad) for 
starters. Fish rarely efisap- 


Wesc St George’s Seafood 
Restaurant at Ayios Georgios 
offers good Cypriot fere, if 
unusually cod sendee. But 
the diffside setting is sublime, 
overlooking the small har¬ 
bour. In tire evening try 
Ffnikas in Drousseia — an 
intimate, rustic family experi¬ 
ence and good food. Iris test to 
choose whatever is special 
that day. 


options: two-bedroom apart-., 
merits (with washing ma¬ 
chines,. television, air' con-., 
ditianmg) from' £23 per day . 
(Evagoros ring'00. 357 5. 
382981) or four bedrooms with 
pool from £60 per day (ring 00 
357 5 222526; ask for Xenios). 
Both provide free pick-ups 
from Paphos airport 
Ayia Napa area. I would 
choose the family-friendly 
(buggy ramps, chfldrerrts tea 
and so on] four-star Dome 
Hold at Makronissos (00 357 3 
721006), where -rooms cost 
from about E32L50 per person, 
with breakfast (children shar- 
ing parents’ roams pay half). 
West coast: Yeronisos (00 357 
6 621078) is a simple 

unpackaged budget' hotel in 
the hamlet of Ayios Georgios. 
which has a small fishing 
harbour serving as a break¬ 
water to a stiver of beach 
nestling beneath honeycomb 
cliffs at the start of the dirt 
road north. The hotel is small, 
spotless and cheap at about 


be a reasonable walker and 
tire full-day trip from Paphos 
costs £30 with hutch.Or hirea 
four-wheel drive arid take in 
tire above and; Lara before 
visiting Ayios Neofitos monas¬ 
tery and inland villages such 
as-Drousseia. 

Beaxfa: Lara in tire west, 
Avdimou in the south and 
Makronissos in the east 


PACKAGES 


One week B&B at Columbia 
Pissouri with flights and car 
hire,'from £582 per person 
with Cyprus specialist Sunvil 
(0181-568 4499). A week's B&B 
at the Dome in Makronissos 
costs from £359 per person, 
induding flights with Golden 
Sun (0171-485 9555). 

MORE THAN A BEACH 



CYPR.ua 

Troodo' 

taBOI U*P^^ Mountains 

Paphos/ 


On the Troodos trail 


points, and during your stag 


BEST SITES 


you should try fdeftico (laint 
roasted in a day oven), stifado 
(beef stew), afelia (diced pork 
in coriander and wine), ke¬ 
babs in pitta and of course, 
the mese (endless small hot 
and cold dishes). My family of 
four spends between £14 and 
£25 for tavema meals, with 
drinks (fish and meze are 
more expensive). In tavemas, 
palatable bottled Cypriot 
wanes cost about £4 and 
carafe hooch about £225- My 
favourite are the tightly 
sparkling Bdlapais (best 
drunk ice-cold at lunch) and 
the more expensive red Do¬ 
main d'Ahern (about £6.50). 

Try these eating places off 
the beaten track (booking not 
required). 

East Vangetis on the outskirts 
of ParalimnL A fine exponent 
erf the modem concrete school 
of architecture with Gestapo 
lighting but frequented by 
locals rather than tourists and 
occasionally serving sweet¬ 
breads, quail, rabbit or 
pigeon. For lunch (or simply 
sundowners when the fishing 
fleet is resplendent in the late 
sun) try the Dometrion 
tavema. where the Po tamos 
Xyfaphagou # river finally 
reaches the sea. 


About Mkm west of Limassol 
is tire 13th-century Kbiossi 
Castle; five kilometres further 
west, tire Greco-Roman ruins 
at Kourion; 14 kilometres east 
of Paphos, tire sanctuary of 
Aphrodite (12th-century BQ. 
beside Paphos harbour the 
House erf Dionysos (Roman 
mosaics). 

BEST HOTELS 


£20 for two. with breakfast (air 
conditioning and tea-making 
in rooms), about £26 for 
family of four. 

Mountains. If you want to 
stop over, the Mount View (00 
3572942346) in Milikauri has 
modest, dean and cheap self¬ 
catering units overlooking a 
verdant valley. About £6.75 
per person a night 


Cyprus has a wide selection of 
off-beach options: 

Agrotop ris m; Revitalising old 
villages. A week’s village- 
based self-catering at 
Drousseia through Sunvil 
costs from £511 per person 
based on two sharing and 
including flights and car hire. 
Walking. A nine-day Troodos 
Villages walk with Explore 
(01252 31944$) costs from E540 
indudingflights, accommoda¬ 
tion and breakfast 
Wine tours: Eleven days full 
board staying at village homes 
costs from £1,095 with flights, 
guided walks and tastings. 
Outdoor leisure: Cycling, ar¬ 
chaeology, fishing, bird watch¬ 
ing. hiking and scuba diving 
holidays from Cyprair (0171- 
388 7515). One week’s four-star 
half-board in Paphos, five 
days cycling, flights and trans¬ 
fers from £620 per person. 
Golfc Argo Holidays (0171-331 
7070). One week's half-board 
in the Paphos hotel £309 
including flights. Golf dub 
fees £138 for five days. 

FLIGHT ONLY 


WHEN TO GO 


This is a selection determined 
by setting and value for money 
rather than number of stars. 
Pissouri. Columbia Pissouri 
Beach Hotel (00 3S7 5221201). 
Three stars (deserving four) 
and the only hotel * on the 
beach. Idyllic setting with 
terracotta diffs at other end of 
the beach. The sea is over¬ 
looked by an attractive pool 
terrace flanked by family, 
suites. Drive three kilorrwares 
throughvineyards back to the 
main road and you are 15 
minu tes from Kourion and the 
temple and birthplace of Aph¬ 
rodite and within 30 minutes 
of Limassol. Paphos and the 
Troodos foothills. Doubles 
cost from about £74, family 
suites from around £155 per 
night with breakfast Pristine, 
cheap self-carering Pissouri 


Sunny all year round, last 
year I was swimming in the 
sea on November 8. Rain is a 
great event if it falls between 
June and October. Spring and 
autumn are besL Avoid school 
summer holidays when it is 
crowded'and very hot. 

IN A NUTSHELL 


Cyprus Airways (0171-388 5411) 
flies from Heathrow, Gatwick, 
Manchester, Birmingham, 
and from May from Stansted, 
to Lamaca and Paphos. Re¬ 
turn Apex flights from £240. 
plus £20 tax. 


CAR HIRE 


One week with Europcar (0345 
222525), about £145, including 
insurance and taxes. You may 
get a better deal at tire airport 
on arrival 


information 


The best restaurant: Mary¬ 
land Mill at Kakopetria.. 
Walk: west of tire Baths of 
Aphrodite or along tire valley 
beneath the Mount View 
apartments at MflikourL 
Monastery: Chrysorriogia- 
tissa is preferable to tire 
touristy Kykko, where Arch¬ 
bishop Makarios is buried. 
Good view from the roof along 
the entire west coast 
Tour. ExalfS Avgas Gorge 
Trek (06 243803). You need to 


Cyprus Tourist Office (0171- 
734 9822). 


READING 


Bitter Lemons, by Lawrence 
Dunell (Faber. E8.99, ISBN 0 
571 06186 9). Journey into 
Qprus, by Cotin Thubron 
(Penguin, £6.99, ISBN 0 140 
J2406 3). Cyprus, by Marc 
5™ (Rough Guides. £9.99, 
ISBN 1 858281822). 


Paul Abse 
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... while Corfu is more inviting now the crowds have gone, but take care when choosing a resort in Rhodes 


WORLD PICTURES 


: 

ALBANIA 






W hen the British 
tourist industry 
moved into the 
Mediterranean, 
Corfu was an: early beach¬ 
head. After 25 years in the 
brochures, it is now often 
passed over by travellers look¬ 
ing for novelty and new desti¬ 
nations. This year, operators 
have drastically aitcapadty.to- 
avoid. last-minute discount 
wars, while sending the.cost- 
conscious to Turkey-instead, 
and Corfu is much quieter.. 

Most of the attractions that - 
made Corfu irresistible to the 
pioneers still hold good. It is 
still the greenest of the islands, 
shrouded in olive groves and 
fir trees, with tiny fishing 
villages in sheltered coves on 
the east coast and sandy 
beaches on the west . 

The reason Corfu can keep 
■ its appeal is that the island is 
more than one destination. 
Each area attracts a different 
type of visitor, and through 
small, private developments 
each town — and each beach 
— has a distinctive character. 

In the northeast, exclusive 
resorts huddle around coastal 
villages where die accommo¬ 
dation is in luxury villas and a 
boat is more usefal than a car 
for getting to the shops or to 
deserted beaches. Down south 
is rave country, where daugh¬ 
ters have more fun than then- 
parents realise, and on the 
western shores soft sand heats 
alarmingly in the sun: ideal 
for sunsoaking. Inland, un¬ 
spoilt villages still shelter 
among the mountains, home 
to widows dressed in black, 
the occasional donkey and 
shady groves of olives. 

T here is somrthing for 
everyone ■ in Corfu, 
but it is important 
when booking accom¬ 
modation, to choose the righr 
area. It might look small on 
die map but from the perspec¬ 
tive of one of the seemingly 
endless hairpin bends it is 
suddenly dear that even with 
a rented car Corfu is a big 
island, and few visitors wll get 
around all of it Where you 
stay makes all the difference. 

Clubbers head for Kavos at 
the southern tip of the island, 
where more than50 bars keep 
some viators up so late they fly 
home paler than they arrived. 
In years gone by, prone bodies 
snoring their way to their next 
hangover used to make it 
tricky driving through Kavos, 
even at midday, but reduced 
tourism has poKshed yobbish- 
ness off the youth culture. 

Although some visitors nev¬ 
er make it to the beaches, they 
a rent bad and anyone who 
can walk will find peaceful 
stretches of sand and the odd . 
ruined monastery to the west 
Either side of the airport, the 
east coast is intensively devel¬ 
oped. Benitses, once home to 
the traditional British pack¬ 
age, is now largely taken over 
by eastern Europeans. To the 
north is Dassia, slightfy more 
civilised, and the next bay up - 
is Ipsos, another nigbtbird 
centre, edging a long narrow 
stretch of pebble beach. Hay¬ 
ing fun here is less of a panic 
than down south in Kavos. 

Corfu’s sandy beaches are 
all on the west coast, a 
spectacular range -of wooded 
mountains dropping sharply 
to the sea. One of the best is 
Agios Gordis, where foe wide 
band of sand hosts plenty of 
waiersports. It is a sympathe¬ 
tic development, with , small. 


privatelyrun hotels and 
rooming bouses scattered up 
the steep road, arid usually, for 
some reason, painted pink. 
Further north, difada is a 
Corfiot favourite with plenty of 
beach but overlooked by a set 
of fashionable bars that are 
just big enough to miss the 
personal touch. 

: A short distance up this 
coast is my favourite sandy 
beach on the island. Mertio- 
tissa, great for those who want 
. to get away from it alL Isolated 
by a precipitous access track, 
this beach is broken up by 
vertical shafts of rode that 
keep the monastery at one end 
and the nudists at foe other. 
There are no facilities here but 
you can camp nearby. Just 
north again is Ennones, the 
only beach I’Ve came across 
with a lift down to the water: 
the coast is so steep it needs it 
The next resort north is 
RaJeokastrifija, so beautiful it 
has become a postcard dassic. 
Sheltering difis surround two 
startling-blue inlets, beaches 
framed by sheer tree-clad 
slopes. Too beautiful for foe 
British, most of the guest 
rooms are now filled by sun- 
seekers from richer parts of 
Europe: a consolation is that 
now there is more develop¬ 
ment than the beaches can 



Corfu town is an atmospheric blend of narrow alleys and yellow stonework sandwiched between two massive forts 


The Rhodes 
to heaven 


I n ancient times. Rhodes's 
proximity to Asia Minor 
and Egypt, meant it was 
swarming with sailors. Centu¬ 
ries later foe sailors are re¬ 
placed by hordes of tourists on 
this, foe largest of the Dodeca¬ 
nese Islands. 

An alluring mixture of sun. 
sea, and beautiful landscapes 
threatens a new epithet, “foe 
Majorca of the Aegean". But 
Majorca does not have the 
Acropolis of lindos or the 
Colossus of Rhodes. 

So where should you stay? 
Hotels in Rhodes New Town 
are ideal for body bronzers. 
muscle flexers and aspiring 
Greek dancers. Fbr those who 
think applying suntan lotion is 
dangerously strenuous, one of 
the resorts further south is 
probably a better choice. Sun 
and fun seekers head for 
Faliraki, the St Tropez of the 
island, where lo¬ 
tion may need to be 
applied all over — 
the only nudist 
beach is here — 
and foe main ho¬ 
tels are firmJy in 
the hands of foe 
major tour 
operators. 

Lindos, a car- 
free preservation ~ 1 
area, drapes itself around a 
natural harbour. Snow white 
houses and holiday fiats are 
available in foe landmark 
village itself, but there are 
some attractive hotels nearby. 
Narrow winding lanes with 
pebble mosaic pavements lead 
up to the Athena Lindia tem¬ 
ple and spectacular views 
(sturdy footwear or a donkey 
taxi is a must). The ancient 
churches, courtyards, and 
women selling lace en route to 
foe citadel, lend great charm. 

Rhodes City is less beautiful, 
but it too boasts a history 
stretching bade to the cru¬ 
sades. A home to legions of 
stray cats, it is split between 
foe old and new town, where 
the Occident and Orient meet 
Within foe impressive walls of 
foe Old Town are some inter¬ 
esting museums and foe mag¬ 
nificent Palace of foe Grand 
Masters, with medieval tur¬ 
rets and towers. 

The New Town is better 
known for its beaches, bars, 
and discos. The M and raid 
Harbour, styled by the Ital¬ 
ians, whose occupation lasted 
from 1912 to 1943, is packed 


Breezes 
make the 
north the 
place to be 


with cruise boats set for 
Lindas. Two thick columns, 
topped with a stag arid a doe, 
stand on either side of the 
harbour entrance, where foe 
Colossus of Rhodes once 
stood, according to one theory. 
A more recent one argues that 
this Wonder of the Ancient 
World, which took 12 years to 
build and was destroyed in an 
earthquake, stood near the 
Palace of the Grand Masters. 
And should your bathroom at 
home be short of sponges, 
head for foe harbour. Stall 
after stall sells them. 

We stayed in foe north of foe 
island, at foe town of Ialysos. 
Famous for foe Meftemi 
breeze, which is tike a natural 
air conditioner in foe summer 
months, it was the best place to 
be in foe soaring tempera¬ 
tures; Rhodes beats Corfu and 
Cyprus for sunshine, and even 
in October tem¬ 
peratures can 
reach 86F. 

Almost a mile 
down a rough 
trade the Terinikos 
Apartments are ba¬ 
sic and charming. 
The medium-sized 
pool, like foe gar- 
dens, is immacu- 
1 lately kept and 

essential for an instant cool¬ 
down. although the pebbly 
beach is only 600 metres 
away. 

The local bars and tavern as 
in Ialysos serve much foe 
same food as anything we ate 
elsewhere on the island. We 
opened almost every meal 
with mezedes, feasting on 
taramosalata. melitsano- 
salaia (aubergine salad), and 
tsatsiki, always served with 
hot pitta bread. 

We took buses and taxis; 
both were relatively cheap. On 
our way to Lindos, on beard a 
sweltering bus without air- 
conditioning. foe sight of a 
motorbike overtaking made 
me wonder that we had made 
the wrong choice. But however 
you get there, gating at the 
azure sea from high on the 
coast is foe place id be. 

Morag Preston 

m The author was a guest of 
Monarch Airlines {0)582 400000) 
and Cosmosair {0181-4643444). 
Seven nightsJbr two adults at the 
Terinikos Apartments, from May 
1 to 7. flying from Gatwick. costs 
£294perperson. 



Paleokastritsa beach has become a postcard classic 


handle: add daytrippers and 
Paleokastritsa's small strips of 
sand disappear under bodies. 

Corfu'S main family resorts 
tend to be on the northern 
coast where broad expanses 
of Sand shelve gently into sun- 
wanned seas, and families 
concentrate in r esort s such as 
Sidharu Rhodes, . Acharavi 
and round as far as KassiopL 
The one drawback can come 
from the northwest: the pre¬ 
vailing Maestros wind that 
blows across foe island for 
most of foe summer. To keep 
sand out of your sandwiches 
pick a beach that is sheltered. 

The smart part of tire island 
for all generations is foe 
northeast tip, between Kass- 
iopi and Barbatf- The coast 
here has pebbly sheltered 
coves and picturesque fishing 
villages backed by steep slopes 
thick with dive trees. Protect¬ 
ed from the Maestros by 
Corfu’s highest mountain, 
Pankrator, they look out (rath¬ 
er nervously) towards Alba¬ 
nia, just a couple of miles 
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FACT FILE 



■ MconVfflas (01730 
230370) has a number of 
luxury villas and 

apartments on Corfu- 

■ For example, a seven- 
nigh] holiday in the San 
Stefano area will cost Cram 
E3W (September to 
October), based on four 
sharing, or at the Villa 
Sotiris £459. based on six 
sharing. Includes car hue, 
representation, welcome 

: pack (food and wine) and 
flights. 
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across foe sea. Nissaki, 
Kalami and Kouloura are 
prime destinations, but my 
personal favourite is San Ste¬ 
fano (not to be confused with 
foe other San Stefano across 
foe island in the northwest). 

• “Fbr God’s sake don’t tell 
them about this place," said a 
dentist an his 17th holiday here 
as he tried to bribe me by 
insisting that a bottle of wine 
went on his trill. As he was a 
regular and 1 was not, foe 
restaurateur marked it up to 
me at foe end of the everting so 
I don’t feel bound to silence; 
but I can understand why he 
wanted to keep it quiet. San 
StefanCs perfeialyround har¬ 
bour, bobbing with yachts, 
fishing boats and rentable 
dinghies, is lined with restau¬ 
rants serving some erf foe best 
seafood cm the island, a small 
delicatessen, and a couple erf 
postcard shops selling day-old 


copies of The Tunes: foe atmo¬ 
sphere is magical. 

Accommodation in this part 
of the island is strictly vfll3, 
many private, others rentable. 
This part of the island is very 
much smart UK territory. 
There’s a small pebble beach 
to one side of the harbour, but 
it’s best to rent a boat — or 
walk — to nearby Kerasia 
beach with a small tavern a, or 
one of the many deserted coves 
along this part of foe coast 
With the many attractions 
on the water's edge, most 
visitors never find time to 
explore inland. In years gone 
by, Corfiots lived in the moun¬ 
tains, reasoning that pirates 
would never bother to climb 
too far for a casual pillage. 

Now the Mod's a more 
lawful place (except, if you 
believe foe gossip, for occa¬ 
sional furtive visitors from 
Albania), foe inland villages 
are quiet retreats of pastel 
houses and whitewashed 
churches amid olive groves 
and cypress trees. The crops 
are oranges, lemons and figs, 
and nightlife is lacemaking. In 
these atmospheric crumbling 
hamlets foe way of life is 
largely unchanged from times 
gone by. 

C orfu town is more 
sophisticated, and 
well worth a few 
days of anyone’s 
time. Various empires have 
ruled the island in its 
chequered history — even 
Russia had it for a couple of 
days — and the elegant blend 
of Venetian, French and Greek 
architecture gives foe capital 
an eclectic charm. The atmo¬ 
spheric city centre of narrow 
alleys and sundrenched yellow 
stonework is sandwiched be¬ 
tween two massive forts built 
to protect foe inhabitants from 
pirates but now elderly ladies 
sit making lace in foe back of 
shops dripping with table¬ 
cloths, and boutiques stock 
imaginative silver and gold 
jewellery. Woollens, leathers 
and the inevitable T-shirts are 
also on offer, but for a memory 
that might fade sooner many 
visitors are happy to sip at an 
ouzo in the arcades of foe 
Liston buildings. 

High season in Corfu is late 
July and August, which can be 
very hot. The best time to visit 
is May and June for flowers 
or. for a warmer sea, Septem¬ 
ber- In winter the island 
hibernates; restaurants close 
and the locals concentrate an 
the olive harvest 

Jack Barker 

• Vie author was a guest qf Meon 
Villas. 
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J. VILLAS AND GARDENS 
OF THE ITALIAN LAKES 


Italy conjures up many varied images, but 
surely few could be stronger than that of the 
Lakes of Lombardy and Piedmont The early 
mist rising off the water, creating a fragile 
beauty of flower-filled gardens reflected in 
the lakes. Villages and towns of brightly 
painted yellow and pink houses rise from the 
shorefine up narrow, steep lanes to be lost in 
the hills and mountains that create such a 
dramatic backdrop. 

Our week long stay in the charming lake¬ 
side vgage of Mottrasio wSt»3t the defigbtfuJ 
four star Grand Hotel Imperial Situated on 
the shores of Lake Como, this elegant ninety 
room hotel offers a high standard of air 

ITINERARY OUTLINE 

_ ESCDPH) F80M L0W10M _ 

□AY 2 London tGatwEcfcJ-MBan with British 
Airways. Drive to the Grand Hcrtel imperial for 
a 7 njght stay. Visit VBa Piazzo en-route. 

DAY 2 Rifl day excursion to Lugano 
visiting VSa Bagatti and Villa Favorita. _ 

DAY 3 Full dqy excursion to BeBago 
visiting VBa SerbeUoni and Via Metri. 

DAY 4 Pay at leisure _ 

DAY 5 Spend the dqr on Lake Maggiore 
vetting the Bonomean Islands of Isola Betta 
and (sola Madre. 

DAY 6 Leisurely day visiting ViBa Cariotta and 

Villa BeJbianatta- _ 

DAY 7 At leisure _ 

DAY 8 Drive to MOan lor British Airways flights 
to London (GaiwicW. 


conditioned accommodation and spacious, 
elegant pubic areas. The gardens are lovely 
and unusually spacious for this lakeside region, 
affording the choice of relaxing on a terrace 
by the gardens or by the heated swimming 
pool which is next to the lake shore. 

The bedrooms are most comfortable, 
beautifully appointed and have either lake or 
land view. In addition to the hotel's mam 
(fining room there is also an a la carte 
restaurant and a credit is available if you 
choose to dine there. Other facilities include 
a terms court, squash and a gymnasium. 

The temptation when planning a visit to 
such a beautiful, culturally and botanicady 



rich area as the Italian Lakes is to include 
as many villas, gardens and scenic wonders 
as is possible m the course of a week. 
However, experience has shown that the ideal 
itinerary aflows for a balance of activity 
interspersed with free time. After all it is 
senseless to travel to such a wonderfully 
tranquil place and then spend the next seven 
days chasing a crammed schedule and 
thereby missing the very spirit of the lakes. 

With this in mind, our itinerary has been 
planned to allow some free time to enjoy the 
excellent facilities of the hotel, stroll around 
Mottrasio or take a launch from the holers 
jetty to nearby villages or Como. 

1997 DEPARTURE DATS 
AND PRICES PER PERSON 
IN TWIN BEDDED ROOM 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

please telephone 0171-409 0376 
(7 days a week during office hours) 


tfOBLf (mfDOHlfl UNITED 


II CHAC1£S SWEET. MATFAK. C0NOON WIX ALE 
TELEPHONE 017V4D903A WCS1MXE 0171 -409063d 
24 HOL* WOCHUXE ANSWERPHONE 0)71-355 1424 
AlCX 3108 AJMVSIX 


10.17 April; L 15.29 May 

£999 

5.19 June; 4*liri8,25 September 

£999 

Lake view ruom supplement 

£95 

Standard single room supplement - 

£159 

•Peak air supplement C49 per person. 


Wees suncrl lo anhageL 



Price Inductee: Economy return ah travel with 
British Airways, 7 nights at the Grand Hotel knperial 
including bullet breakfast and 4 course evening 
meal (menu with 3 choices}, excursions by coach, 
steamer and lautch. entrance fees, local guides 
on days L2.3.5&G, local tans. UK departure tax, 
Tour Manager. 

ftfatlnefcidad: travel nsurance. lunches, gratuities. 
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Canada: Patient instructors and massive malls make the Rockies ideal for a ski-snow-sho£hohjgy 


'AftTHi n PICTURES 
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At Lake Louise you can skate on the lake, take sleigh and husky rides and cross-country ski around the edge of a tear-shaped Racier. The skiing area Is die largest in Canada and set against a backdrop of breathtaking views 

The Rocky road to being a better skier 


T he last time I went 
skiing was in the 
French Alps. I was 16 
and with a party of 
school friends. I was very 
interested in boys and getting 
drunk and 1 could net have 
cared less about physical activ¬ 
ity. Not surprisingly. I was a 
hopeless skier. All-nighters in 
the disco did not make for 
success as a first rimer and my 
hands shook too much to 
buckle my boat straps, ler 
alone hold on to a pair of poles. 
I slid along on my bottom 


behind the rest of the class, 
being shouted at by the in¬ 
structor and enduring pitying 
looks from my classmates 
who, by the time I got the hang 
of the snow plough, were 
mastering parallel turns. On 
the third day, 1 decided to skip 
lessons (which were, after all, 
at the grotesque hour of 9am) 
and would venture outside in 
the late afternoon, for a bit of 
tobogganing. 

So what was I doing, 11 
years later, standing on a peak 
of the Canadian Rockies, 


knowing there were only two 
ways down: siding or the 
blood wagon? The latter 
seemed the more appealing 
but my instructor would not 
hear of h. There was no way 
down but to depend on two 
flimsy pieces of wood and my 
poor co-ordination. 

My character had not 
changed, I was still more 
interested in boys and alcohol 
than anything else, bar possi¬ 
bly shopping and gossiping 
with my girlfriends. But the 
fact I was there was not quite 



If you have a special anniversary* 
coming up in 1997. why not turn it 
into a romantic second honeymoon 
with a P&O Anniversary Cruise? 

Flowers in your cabin, a special 
Captain’s champagne reception and 
your portrait photograph in its own 
silver-plated frame will help you 
celebrate in style. 

We even give you an extra £50 to 
treat yourself on board while you sail 
from one exotic location to another. 

Canberra's farewell Anniversary 
Cruise departs on July 8th and for 13 
nights takes in the best of the Med. 


For as little as £1045 you'll visit 
Elba, Livorno (for tours to Florence 
and Pisa), Cannes and Barcelona 
amongst other ports of call. 

On May 8th, Victoria is Baltic- 
bound via the Kiel Canal. Hus 14 
night cruise visits capitals such as 
Stockholm. Helsinki and Copenhagen, 
as well as historic Sl Petersburg. 
Prices start at just £1895. 

For further details, see your abta 
agent, or for a copy of our special 
leaflet, ”11 our 34-hour brochure line 
on 0990 726 726, quoting reference 
number dau. Or fill in the coupon. 


(‘ElqsiMc jnnitetwries include io, 15 , 20 , 25^1 «c Aaaiucmty data need not miaadc cruise dates / 

f-: ' 1 

| For d brochure, post to P&O Cruises Brochure Services, xoo Victoria, Bristol nsi 31m. j 
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the miracle it seemed. Sane- 
one had invented rite perfect 
holiday for me — a ski. spa 
and shop week, in which the 
horrors of the piste (known in 
Canadian as a trail) could be 
more than compensated for by 
the delights of evenings in the 
Jacuzzi and hours at the mall. 

I still had severe doubts 
about skiing ten was won over 
by the lure of Canada, where I 
knew the instructors would be 
friendly and patient (if not I 
would sue them). The same 
could be said of America, but I 
was won over by the weak 
Canadian dollar and the fact 
that the Canadian Rockies 
were older and far more 
stunning than their younger, 
more ragged companions 
south of the border. 

Our first stop in a week's 
tour of Alberta was at Banff, 
two hairs' drive from Calgary 
airport. I had anticipated the 
usual resort tack and was 
astonished at the sight of our 
hotel: the Banff Springs, a 
gigantic Gothic castle, loom¬ 
ing from pine trees against a 
background of snow-drenched 
mountains. 

The Banff Springs was rim 
largest hotel in the world 
when it opened in 1887 and it 
exudes a tunvof-the-century 
glamour that is rarely found in 
north America. Once inside, 
there is little need to venture 
the mile down the road to the 
town; the hotel has several 
restaurants where you can eat 

anything from fondue to excel¬ 
lent sushi- 

M ost attractive, 
however, is the 
hotel’s brand- 
new spa com¬ 
plex. where you can swim in a 
stunning 32-metre indoor 
pod. which was totally deser¬ 
ted on my three visits, or in the 
outdoor pool heated to 40C 
and set in the shadow of 
Bundle mountain. There are 
indoor and outdoor Jacuzzis, a 
steam room and sauna and 
mineral pool as well as a host 
of specialised beauty and mas¬ 
sage treatments. I did not folly 


FACT FILE 


■ AO holds mentioned in 
the article are part of the 
Canadian Pacific Croup, 
and many of them appear 
in ski company brochures. 
For information ring 
0171-3891126. 

■ Ski companies that use 
the holds include American 
Dream Holidays (0181-470 
tlSftlnghamsRavd 
(0181-7806600). 

■ AO Canada Travel and 
Holidays (0I5Q2 585825). 
Canadian Airlines fly from 
Heathrow to Calgary. 
Return fares from E57Z. 
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appreciate these luxuries how¬ 
ever, until after my first day on 
the ski slopes a i Sunshine 
Village, a 20-minute shuttle 
ride away. Here, I strapped on 
my boots with steady hands 
and went up the mountain in a 
cable car. It was late March, 
but rim snow was plentiful and 
powdery. I met my instructor, 
Colin, and within minutes we 
were sidestepping up the nurs¬ 
ery slopes. I could dimly 
re m embe r this bit. I could not, 
however, remember how to 
get down the hill and remain 
upright. 

It took all morning for Colin 
to drum the rudiments of a 
snowplough into my head. 
Just before lunch we went up 
on a chairlift and came down 
the mountain with Colin lead¬ 
ing me by the tips of my skis, a 
somewhat humiliating experi¬ 
ence as toddlers rocketed by. 

Returning to the hotel, 
doubtful that 1 would make 
the 1998 British ski team, I 
headed for the spa and the 
practised touch of Don. rite 
masseur. After a body scrub 
and aromatherapy wrap 
which left me as dean as 
snow, he pulped and pounded 
my legs to the tinkl&tinkie of 
New Age music. An hour 
more or hot tubbing and 
chatting with my friends in the 
steam room meant l had a 
pain-free night and no aches in 
the morning. 

At our next destination. 
Chateau Lake Louise, a 40- 
minute drive away, there was 
no spa. Instead we had to put 
up with the rigours of an m- 
roora Jacuzzi, preferable to rite 
slightly saruffy pod and steam 
room, due for refurbishment 
soot. This, howrever. was more 
than made up for by the hotel’s 
fantastic setting on rite shores 
erf rite icy lake, at the foot of a 
beautiful tear-shaped glacier. 
While the Banff Springs, its 
sister hotel, is Scottish baron¬ 
ial rite chdteau looks just like 
a vast French mansion, with 


elegant fittings, enormous pic¬ 
ture windows and several 
exaelient restaurants. 

From the hotel you can skate 
on the lake, take sleigh and 
husky rides and cross-country 
ski. I had time for none of this. 
Instead we took the ten-minute 
bus drive to the Lake Louise 
ski area, the largest in Cana¬ 
da, for more lessons. 

O n days two and 
three, I stowiy im¬ 
proved, under the 
tuition of Ccdin and 
Anthony, both of whom 
showed the patience of Job. 
“You're doing really wefl." lied 
Anthony on day three, as I lay 
splayed on a green run. “Some 
people take lessons for a whole 
week and never even make it 
up the chair." How often did 
this happen, I inquire. "Well 
once, and rite couple in ques¬ 
tion were in their 70s." The 
advanced skiers in our group 
were enjoying a variety of runs 
in perfect sunny weather, with 
breathtaking views. 

We did not want to leave 
Lake Louise, but then-we did 
nor want id leave our next stop, 
Jasper, other, which we 
readied via erne of the most 
spectacular drives in the world 
post rite iced-in lakes, sus¬ 
pended waterfalls and smooth 
glaciers of the Columbia 
Icefields Parkway. 

Here, we skied at Marmot 
Basin, which in late March 
still had perfect powder snow 
but was virtually deserted. I 
did not believe I could find a 
more angelic tutor than the 
two Colins and Anthony, but 
Trish was kindness personi¬ 
fied and by the end of a day 
here T was skiing whole green 
runs without falling over. 

We stayed at rite Jasper Park 

Lodge, a five-star country-and- 
westem style spread of cot¬ 
tages on the shares af a cobalt- 
blue lake. We had to push past 
dk grazing on our doorstep to 
make our way to the main 


lodge, where we splashed in 
the outdoor pod, before de¬ 
vouring a world-class five- 
course dinner. 

The last day of our trip was 
spent at West Edmonton Mall, 
the biggest shopping mall in 
the world (whatever they may 
tell you about rival establish¬ 
ments in America), a dimting 
collection of more than 800 
shops, an indoor lake with 
dolphins that is trawled by 
four 'submarines (the Cana¬ 
dian navy only has three). 
There is a waterpark. heated 
to 30C with a wavepool, 16 
waterslides told bungee jump¬ 
ing and the world's largest 


indoor amusement park with 
a 13ftorey Drop of Doom and 
a quite terrifying rollercoaster, 

. which we had planned to ride 
until we saw it. "Wefl, we've 
just had lunch, we don't have 
much time for shopping. I feel 
a bit bruised from skiing." we 
all muttered as we watched it 
loop and plunge. 

My talent for siding may 
have been minimal, but ray 
talent for shopping was undi- 
minished. In less than an hour 
I bought so many things that I 
could not even begin to pack 
them. And this was before I hit 
the wonderful (and inexpen¬ 
sive) designer shops in down¬ 
town Edmonton, 

The good skiers in our 
group had been in heaven but 
for a bad skier, this was the 
perfect holiday. If I had simply 
decided to caff it a day, there 
was plenty to do off the slopes. 
Yet thanks to the patience of 
my instructors, I was not put 
off at all. If I had performed 
this badly in the Alps my 
ranfidaice would have been 
shattered for life, but Colin, 
Odin, Anthony and Trish be 
warned, you could well see me 
back in Canada again. 

Julia 

Llewellyn Smith 

• The author nas a guest of 
Canadian Padfie Hotels and 
Canadian Airlines. 
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Water everywhere 


SAMKmwEH 


T here had been gusts of 
90 miles an hour ai 
the weekend, aatonJr 
ing to the locals, and 
the Maryland coast 
strewn with pole-axed tre es. 
But an Monday morning foe., 
little harbour at Crisfield; tfas , t 
placid and ChesapeakeBay ■ 
lay muddfly below a muddy 
sky. The boat for Tangier 
Island was loading. Half die 







was jicpum inwaw. Vf'jr' ‘ 

get you over,” he promised-- --H& 
“But there’s no saying-when V 
youll get back.” He sniffed at. \ K 
the stiff breeze “Ire comi ng ■ 
again." . ■ ffi 

it was the first time l b&d . 
heard a Tangier islandjytHfce. ■ '■ 
American but with die uiimis- H 
takable accents of Cornwall. . ■ 
They say it was brought from ■ 
England by the first settlers in ■ 
that fragment of the New ■ 
World. In the Baptist church ■ 
on Tangier you could hear an ■ 
evocation like this: “So, we*n ■ 
goan to pry to our Lloyd Jeyzus ■ 
Chroist." On Smith Island. ■ 

named for Captain John ■ 

Smith of the Pocahontas story. ■ 

they also'have a strong strain 1 

of West Country in their I 

speedi. But each island claims 
to sound different from the 
other and both — despite the 
Comishness of their speech — 
have a preponderance of 
Welsh names, the Thomas 
tribe on Tangier, the Evans 
family on Smith. . 

The crew claimed to be 
unhappy with the boat die 
Captain Eulice. She was older 
and slower than the usual 
ferry, which was laid up for 
repairs, and she normally did 
the less frequent run to the 
Virginia shore. But although 
Tangier is officially part of 
Virginia, her lifeline is to 
Crisfield in Maryland. Just to 
confuse matters further, the 
boundary between the states 
cuts Smith Island in two. 1 

Like all island femes, the 
Captain Eulice was pi led with 
the goods of everyday life 
building materials, food, 
orates of Pepsi, a huge tele- 
vision set a new sofa with a 
nlastic cover. I looked in vain 
for the beer or whisky or wine 
which would have formed part 
of such a cargo to most 
islands. “No tak « 
Tangier/ 1 said Stephen ihom: „ 
as emphatically. "Ifs a dry 
island. He eyed the skybne 
again. “And 1 reckon you’ll be 
out there a few days." 

Chesapeake Bay, although 
almost landlocked, has some 
notably nasty weather- The 
wind can swing in minutes, 
throwing up the sea against 

itself, and contains 

“I hate the sea, said Yvonne 

Smith, an islander, as we cast 
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S————i ■ Qw-npeake Bay. Although almost landlocted, the bay is at the mercy ol »oU>i lously violent weather 

“^^^sUi.d.offd.e^astofMaxylaBd m Chesapeake ^ ^ Udle 

.. itv. although there is no docu- ,Dr ^ s „ 4 „ « He snends cars and pick-ups and vicinn in a warm roi 
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to and from the mainland JS®--Smandy opposed to stormandwffiabrotennw^ Philadelphia. “There’s some 
where she works as a part- gouar being available on I suggested hough Tanker men work away, them 

time waitress. “I earn my got 700 by itsname altera:stop «uea tha j^ not on the water, as we 

-living oyer• Rosalyn. shaking To^er was w^^ ^ call the crab fistoig. But 

gesturing at the receding baclt KL^gorously^ “And 690 which is *e rntrern w ^d comes back. Not 

Iround. “But my home is nn It would many smaff islands, but the ' le £,* The chQdren can 

Tansier Island. There’s noth- would ,S? locals doubted it. . at school here right through 

K " but 10.mate the. nm,or lira. The aeaUe^ ch^g a *****SoSSw 18. and 

__:_„• . .,rtip.ntace. During the war o thou ctnv. Or 


■ ^she^t • with two,.effg, 
"island wcsSfenfRosalyn Park 
and Susan - Eskrajce, old 

Tangier surnames. 'Hiey mea 

out a face lotion which Susan 
had bought in Sah^rmy. 
Maryland, the nearest shop¬ 
ping centre. Their hws. they 
Sid. revolved around theis- 
land’s two churches, uwy 
discussed the Men’s Prayer 

. Breakfast and a Ladies’Cover- 

plaie Dinner where each 
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r lives. . . ^ keeps chipping at 

a» l£ id:-Y n “ 

two books rn every to accommodate 

houseonTangjerJOn - g^tish troops prepar- 

is the Bible and one is gXX» »npn A 

lil-order catalogue. We , ^^deric, the Rever- 

not be without either of 

“ - V o Uflfnn* 
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■ Apex flights from 
London Heathrow fo 
Baltimore with British 
Airways (03 45222 111) cost 
from £303 return. 

■ Car hire: Hem (pre-paid 

in Britain, booking^ 
number 0990996699) 
offers unlimited mueage 
for £150 per week, 
induding tax, 

■ Ferry- the crossing from 

Crisfield. Maryland, g 

Tangier Island costs $10 

(about £4) for a single 

passage. 

■ Where to stoyiBayVjew 
Inn.Tangier Island (P01 
804 8912396k A double _ 
room costs from $55 (about 
£20) per night 

■ Reading: Tangier 

Island: Ameriafs 

South, by Tom Weil 
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(Hippocrene, £13^0, ISBN 
078180B97). Virginia 

Compass American Gwae 
(Fodor, £14.99. ISBN 1 STS 
867954). 77ie Sot-Weed 
Factor, by John Barth 
. (Flamingo, £7.99, ISBN 0 
586 092161). Frommers 
•Guide Maryland and 
Delaware (Macmillan, 
£9.99, ISBN 0 028 60872 % 
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U is the Bible and one is 1 
the mail-order catalogue. We i 
would not be without either of . 

them." . * _ 

By now, an hour and a 

quarter and 14 miles after 
leaving Crisfield. we were 
coming to the island. It mea¬ 
sures three miles by. one and 
lay-so low that the white 
bouses, the pointed church 

and the town water tower with 

“Tangier" written across it 

seemed to be afloat on the grey 

bav; We steered into a channel 
‘ edged by skeletal wooden 
piers each with its smafl shade. 
_ the workplaces of the sett- 
shell crab fishermen who keep 
the place prosperous. There is 
a traditional cry as any vessel 
comes to the island haven, 
even if the answer ls^weU 
known. "Where’ve you beerr 
It was called and answered. 
We were there. - 

Mailbags were unloaded, so 
was the sofa and the Pepsi- 
• Ashore were two P»«£.P 
trucks and half a dozen electric 
golf buggies, the mam island 
transport 1 stepped on to die 

bu^jetty.Uhe^oranU^ 


mars ikh «*■ . 

call the crab fishing. But 
everybody comes back. Not 

S leave. The chfldren can 

be at school here right duough 
the grades till they’re 18. and 
that means they stay. On 
Smith Island they go acn^s^J 
boat to Maryland to school 
and the population there is 
down to 350 — half ours. 

We bumped across the mia- 

-— ,_mnuW 


little sculls. Now we’ve jot 
cars and pick-ups and motor¬ 
bikes and these golf buggies. 
We’ve got no golf course, 
though."We passed awarding 
sign: “Speed limit 15. Speed 
checked by radar." 

A t half-past midnight 

a dark wind began to 

stir and an hour later 
the promised gale 
was snorting across the rower- 
fog island. Ram rattled 
against the wooden house, 
wen the water in thetoiletpan 
swayed. It was a good time to 
tobed. When the storm 
eased the following afternoon 


IT XT them God had 

informed nim that the Bn^h 

would be roundly defeated. 
They were, too. . 

“There is a tale that the first 
settlers got the islands from 
the Indians for a couple of 
overcoats." said Wallace 
Pruitt as we drove in his goll 
buggy towards his house. His 
accent could have come from 
anywhere west of Exeter, but 
with a dash of Yankee. My | 
folks came over early, lute 
most of the families here, the 
Pruitts, the Thomases, the 
Parks, the Pises." We were 
bumping along the lanesbe- 
ween foe white wood® 
houses. “See, most of them are 
still here," he pointed. We 
were passing back ^lS 
where lines of g? aV ®?. tt £ ies 
stood among satdlne dishes. 
washing lines and dnUraA 
painted bikes. Several gaidens 
had accumulations of long, 
rhlDOCd Ollt 


guts. “In foe old days." 
said Wallace, “everything had 
to be carried to different parts 
of foe island down the guts on 


leave Tangier Island. . 

A hefty tree was leaning 
ominously over the roof °! 
Gwendolyn Pise’s house 


when 1 went to see her. She 
was watching afternoon tele¬ 
vision in a warm room, pat¬ 
ently a widespread winter 
occupation on the islaxid. 
“Years ago." she said, “this 
house was moved on rol.ers io 
where it is now. I can’t see us 
moving it again just because of 

trees falling down." 

She was bom 73 years ago 
near Stroud in Gloucester¬ 
shire, and arrived in Tangier 
as a GI bride just after the 
war. "1 was very' homesick 
when I first came here." she 
recalled- “For months I didnt 
get any letters, either. It turned 
Sut that they were going to the 

Tangier in Africa." _ 

She worked as secretary of 
the school and her daughter 
Maureen helps to run foe 
medical centre. A doctor foes 
in twice a week and there is a 


visiting dentist. Gwendolyn 
broke her hip Iasi year and 
was taken off by helicopter. 

They went to Gloucestershire 
on holiday and once they had 
managed to find the way out of 
Gatwwk r'rt took hours - we 
didn’t know what to do at 
roundabouts") they had a 
good time. “I loved everything 
about England." sighed Mau¬ 
reen. “The country, foe people, 
the food." _ 

In the summer Tangier 
Island must be a lovely place. 
Chesapeake Bay is a different 
sea then, there are beaches 
and anchorages, a perfect 
place for exploring and enjoy¬ 
ing But cm those gale-bound 
winter’s nights 1 wished it had 
a pub. There are two seasonal 
restaurants. One of them ven¬ 
tured to ask permission to 
serve a glass of wine wiih its 
tasty crab cakes and was 
turned down flat. 

A one-time minister confi¬ 
dently forecast that if any 
place was permitted to sell 
liquor it would be burnt down. 

The islanders, especially foe 
women, are in no doubt that 
drink is evil. “We can still 
enjoy ourselves," one lady told 
me reprovingly. “After church 
in summer, everybody gathers 
in Spanky’s and they have a 
high old time." Spanky's is foe 
ice-cream parlour. 

I n winter foe only place to 
eat is a Formica-tabled 
roam, little more than 3 
shed, where foe young 
people gather to talk and dnnk 
grim orange pop. icy andftny. 
The menu is varied- ^bere s 
hamburger and fries, chicken 
and fries." said the waitress. 
“Or you can have a dozen 

oysters." 1 don’t eat oysters 

Crime on the island mostly 
consists of restless teenagers 
playing hide and seek with foe 
police car as they exceed the 
Emph speed limit on dark 
she niahts- But there have Been 
tele more serious matters. Tangier 
oat- has an unsolved murder. 
j« er More than 50 years ago foe 
and local policeman was shot 
-this dead, a revenge killing, so the 
~io story is. because he had 
»e us strongly admonished some 
"of !SS. whowert laughingas 
they sat on the porch m front 
- a «o of the closed store one sab- 

JS- bath.lt is a light cornjuraj 

ngier and the same famihes still live 
?*£ on Tangier. Somebody knows, 
lesick Nobody has told. 

" she Sometimes, top, foe pres 
didn’t sure of what foe devout lsland- 
umed ers think of as foe truly good 

tothe life proves loo much For some 
iu ms “ ,r• . t nno non the 


life proves too rouui 
individuals. Not long ago foe 
minister of the'church cUmtai 
nulmt and left ms 


r ui mi*. , i - 

out Of the pulpit and left his 
sermons, his home and to 
wife of 23 years, and went ott 
the island, never to return. 
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ana wnuug “ w — 1 . j 
now l started to realise I had 
arrived in an unusual, per¬ 
haps mysterious-place. _ 

Tangier people are not sure 

how their island came by ite 
name. There are storiK that 
Captain Smith called it after 
the Tangier in Africa where he 

Si on« escaped from captiv- 
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TO bigger than half a tennis 
court, nad 100 more or less | 

upright stonesjThey goback 

right to foe beginning of the 
l&s,” said Wallace. But now 
we take our dead m the 
mainland." .. . 

It was a wet, bitter day. 
“Storms are.coming bade," be 
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Sample Itineraiy in Brief 
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- Mandawa 1 nt ■ Delhi 2 nts._ 
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International: Ottoman traditions survive in Bulgaria; cheaper ferries to France; plus holidayideas 



A forgotten Balkan beauty 



T he white-haired old 
lady selling lace in 
Kyustendil market 
was philosophical as 
she pocketed the very small 
sum of money I needed to buy 
her beautiful tablecloth. “Lazo 
vreme ," she said, and then 
sank her teeth into a large 
cheese and spinach pastry. 

“Bad times" indeed they are 
for the inhabitants of this 
Balkan country with a poor 
image, once the home of the 
secret police with the poisoned 
umbrella, and now trying to 
cope with a plummeting cur¬ 
rency and disintegrating econ¬ 
omy. After 50 years of hardline 
communism, the place and the 
people deserve better but have 
not yet found it. 

However, none of that af¬ 
fects the beauty of the moun¬ 
tains, die many unspoilt parts 
of the Blade Sea coast, and the 
quality of the wine and the 
brandy. Thanks to the curren¬ 
cy crisis, it is one of the 
cheapest destinations for hard 
currency visitors in Europe, 
with a good bottle of cabernet 
or gam ay for as little as 40p 
and a meal for £1. 

In the old days, Bulgaria 
was heavily promoted as a 
mass-market summer destina¬ 
tion. with the wide sunny 
beaches of the Blade Sea coast 
dominated by elephantine 
tourist developments such as 
Sunny Beach and Golden 
Sands, which were correctly 
thought to be full of elephanti¬ 
ne and sunburnt Germans. 

But there is a good deal 
more, with skiing resorts such 
as Borovets and Pamporovo. 
evocative medieval towns and 
magnificent archaeological 
sites. Bulgaria makes an inter¬ 
esting. long weekend or dty 
break. Skiing and summer 
holiday packages are out¬ 
standing value and quite civi¬ 
lised if you avoid the big Black 
Sea resorts. 

Most things in Bulgaria 
start and finish in Sofia, and 
the city deserves a day or two 
in the historic centre, although 
die grim industrial outskirts 
are off-limits. It was once a 
vital Roman crossroads town, 
ancient Serdica, between Con¬ 
stantinople and Belgrade, and 
some wonderful churches sur¬ 
vive from the Byzantine per¬ 
iod. Visit Saint Sophia, 
echoing, mysterious, candle¬ 
lit a fragment of the andent 
world lost in die Balkans. 

There is a fine mosque, left 
from the 500 years of Ottoman 
occupation, and the grand 
synagogue is the largest ui the 
region, with a vast copper- 
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■ British Airways Holidays 
(01293723100} offers three 
nights at Sofia's Sheraton - 
Hotel with buffet breakfast, 
from £505per person for 
departures from Gatwkk 
until March 25. Airlines - 


Libyan 

interlude 
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Alexander Nevsky cathedral in Sofia, an old-fashioned city full of unexpected charm 


covered dome that comes 
alight in die winter sunshine. 
Bulgaria’s Jews fared rather 
better than in many neigh¬ 
bouring countries, and there is 
still a noticeable Jewish pres¬ 
ence in parts of the dty. 

The National Museum 
holds die magnificent Thra¬ 
cian and Hellenistic goldwork 
found in royal tombs in Bul¬ 
garia, with drinking cups in 
the shape of deers' heads and 
beautiful gold vases. Nearby is 
the National Art Gallery, 
scene of the late Robert Max¬ 
well’s “benefactions" as he 
sought to curry favour with 
the Communist rulers. 

Sofia is old-fashioned, rath¬ 
er like a black-and-white film 
of a Balkan capital, with little 
covered alleyways, beady-eyed 
thin cats and square, chunky 
inhabitants well wrapped up 
against the winter cold. Al¬ 
though the climate is continen¬ 
tal, it is rarely arctic, and the 
closer you get to the Black Sea 
the warmer it gets. 

Saznpol is perhaps the pret¬ 
tiest place to stay on the coast 
An andent Greek colonial 



FOR DISPLAY 
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All Inclusive 

Caribbean: Cuba 

IS nights beachfront hotel/all inclusive 

Cuba is the largest Caribbean island. Varadero is its premier 
beach resort: 13 miles of white sand beach and excellent 
waiersports on the northwest coast. 

Las Brisas Superior medium class hotel on excellent beach. 

2 restaurants, bar, swimming pool Airconditkmed rooms with 
phone, bath/shower, TV, bakony with garden or ocean view. 
ALL INCLUSIVE: all meals, drinks (etc champagne): 
waiersporu (windsurfing^aiUng, kayaks, snorkelling: inc 
instruction); tennis (inc instruction/equipment). 


Departure dates: 

Price 

Departure dates: 

Price: 

27 Feb W 

£799 

13 May 

£699 

06,13 Mar 

£849 

27 May 

£799 

2052 Mar 

£899 

17 Jun 

£749 

27JB Mar 

£949 

iWJul 

£849 

15 Apr 

£799 

05 Aug 

£949 

22 Aja- 

£729 

09,23 Sep 

£849 

SS Apr 

£699 

fj Tiigkt Uay: from £499 

w 


The skiing and 
summer holiday 
packages are good 
value and quite 
civilised if you 
avoid the Black 
Sea resorts’ 


settlement, Sozopolis (Safe 
City) was something to take 
seriously on this stormy litto¬ 
ral. The Greek mariners called 
it Ineuxine Bantus, the Inhos¬ 
pitable Sea, and it can be. but 
often in autumn and winter 
the weather is bright and mild, 
and there are fine walks along 
te deserted beaches fringed by 
beech woods. Greek is still 
spoken in the town, along old- 
world wooden-housed streets, 
while Russian is becoming the 
business lingua franca of die 
port of Varna to die north. 

The departure point of 
Dracula’s coffin on the way to 
Whitby in Bram Stoker’s fam¬ 
ous newel, Varna has the finest 
Roman monument along the 
whole-of the Black Sea coast, 
the magnificent Thermae, a 
huge bath complex thax 
allowed hundreds to relax 
after a hard day dealing in the 
equally vast Forum. Nowa¬ 
days, the Russian timber ma¬ 
fia, who are something of a 


F rancophiles planning to 
take their summer pil¬ 
grimage to France will 
make their francs go miles 
further if they book their 
Channel ferry crossing now. 

The strength of sterling — 
dose to Frit to the £1 — is the 
biggest factor for tour opera¬ 
tors to predict a reverse in the 
fell in holiday demand for 
France since 1993. And the 
upturn coincides with the best- 
ever early booking offers for 
cross Channel travel, as Le 
Shuttle and its ferry rivals 
continue to fight for sup¬ 
remacy. 

Peak season crossings for 
under £100, induding Friday 
and Saturday sailings in 
school holidays, are available 
from Le Shuttle and all four 
ferry rivals operating out of 
Dover. 

Sea France is the cheapest, 
offering a E75 fare far a car 
and four passengers travelling 
out between Sunday and 
Thursday, or £89 for Friday 
and Saturday. 

For a car and nine passen¬ 
gers, the Sea France (nice rises 
to £95, more in line with Siena 
(£9S). P&O and Le Shuttle 
(£99) and Hoverspeed (£109). 


force in the city, relax by 
roaring around in huge 
Mercedes with Mack win¬ 
dows. There are so many 
Russians in Varna that there 
are no fewer than three Rus¬ 
sian-language newspapers. 

A good winter trip that takes 
a couple of hours on the train 
from Sofia is to Plovdiv in the 
tobacco-growing south, called 
Philiipolis from the times of 
Alexander the Great It is a 
civilised old town built on 
three little hills, with a marvel¬ 
lous Roman theatre, one of die 
best preserved in the world, 
and some good mosques and 
churches. 

Since the end of commu¬ 
nism, trade links with both 
Greece and Turkey have 
grown and it has a more 
cosmopolitan atmosphere 
than most of Sofia, with a 
strong Greek. Gypsy, Arme¬ 
nian and ethnic Turkish ele¬ 
ment in the population. 


F ood can be very good if 
you know where to 
find it in Sofia. Restau¬ 
rants can serve a sur¬ 
prising range of dishes besides 
the familiar salad plus grilled 
meat that every visitor to 
Greece knows so well. For 
food in foe evening, try 
Dragalevski village on the 
outskirts of Sofia. 

Collectors should visit the 
city’s flea market, particularly 
good for old cameras and 
watches, although beware 
fake Leicas. Wine is every- 


Airways (0345 Z22UQ, with a 
superpex fare of £354 return, 
and Balkan (0171-6311840). 
from £229 return. Both 
require a Saturday night stay 
in Bulgaria. 

■ Travellers could also fly 
British Airways to Salonika. 
Greece, from E152 for an apex 
return, and then take the 
coach (five hours) to Sofia. 

■ The Bulgarian leva 
currency, is in free felL Take 
small denomination US 
dollars or German marks. 
Notes should be in good 
condition. Avoid Bulgarian 
banks; use Greek. 

■ Visas are available from 
the Bulgarian Embassy. 186 
Queensgate, London SW7 
(0171-584 9400) for £23. 

■ Reading: Concise History ■ 
of Modem Bulgaria, by 

RJ. Crampton (CU.P, £10.95, 
ISBN 0 52156719 X). The Inn 
atAntimovo and Legends of 
Stava Pianino, by Yordan 
Yoifcov (Slavics, £9.95, ISBN 
0893 572055). Bulgaria, by 
Jonathan Bousfield and Dan 
Richardson (Rough Guides, 
£9.99, ISBN 1858 28183 (9- 


where and excellent, although 
it is slightly odd to see 
Salisbury's labels in English 
on bottles in corner shops. As 
buyers of 40 million bottles a 
year from Bulgaria, we are the 
main influence. The Blade Sea 
coast has excellent fish, turbot 
particularly. 

Hotels are standard Balkan 
on. the whole, although tile 
Sheraton in Sofia is worth, the 
expense. It is a fine atmospher¬ 
ic old communist building that 
has friendly, helpful staff and 
has happily avoided the un¬ 
pleasant and aggressive “busi¬ 
ness culture” and astronomic 
prices of similar establish¬ 
ments in Central Europe. For 
a middle-market place try the 
Grand, or for somewhere 
cheap and cheerful but dean 
and central, tine Slavanska 
Bessada on Rakovski Street 

As elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe, the gangsters are 
powerful but interested in 
their own quarrels, not for¬ 
eigners. Behave as in any big 
city, avoid unlit areas at night 
arid if you go exploring some 
of the poorer parts of the 
towns, go with a Bulgarian 
companion. 

Most Bulgarians are kind 
and helpful and there are 
plenty of hard-up students 
who speak good English and 
are delighted to act as unoffi¬ 
cial dragomen, in the Ottoman 
tradition, for a small fee. If you 
are unlucky, do not resist: 
anyone who is anyone carries 
a gun. 

The British Embassy num¬ 
ber {980 1220, at 38 Vasil 
Levsky Street) is useful in case 
of emergencies -- and leave 
room in your luggage to take 
home plenty of wonderful 
wine bottles. 

James Pettifer 


THE magnificent Roman 
sites of Leptis Magna and 
SaJbrafoa. fhe old Greek city 
of Cyrene, and fine collec¬ 
tions of mosaics and Otto¬ 
man mosques in Libya are 
proving popular cultural 
destinations by Prospect 
Tours (0181-7421969). which 
offers five, eight and 11 day 
tours accompanied by ex¬ 
perts. The managing 
diretor, David Lawson, ad¬ 
mits that while his holiday- 
makers are pleasantly Battered fin 

surprised fry the friendli- ■ ancient 1^ 

ness, safety and standards 
in Libya, they are less enamoured of their 
stay in Tunisia’s Djerba, where they spend 
their first and last nights en route. The tour 
costs about £1,750. 

Vatican bliss 

WEDDINGS in the small Baroque church of 
Santa Anna within foe Vatican can be 
organised tty Abercrombie & Kent (0171-559 
8686), and not just for Roman Catholics. The 
ceremony can be as simple or as lavish as 
you wish (horsedrawn carriages, famous 
tenors, full choirs or harpists), and are 
conducted in English. Couples must stay'at 
least four nights in Rome to qualify, but 
those staying longer may have an audience 
with the Pope. Abercrombie & Kent charges 
EL500 for documentation and the ceremony, 
while £3,000 buys a week's holiday {or 
honeymoon), flights, hotel accommodation 
and the wedding — considerably cheaper 
• than the average £10.000 for the traditional 
British white wedding. 

Petrolscam 

TOUR operators offering “free car hire" 
as part of American holidays have come 
clean by showing the unavoidable extras 
holidaymakers have to pay to get their 
“free" car—about $370 (£230) or so for 
two weeks in Florida, irs a pity, though, that 
many operators include in foe extras the 
price of a full tank of petrol at just under E16 
(Thomsons is an honourable exception; 
its full tank costs £1(L2G). Either way. it as¬ 
sumes that you will return foe car empty 
of fuel. In the land of cheap “gas", it rarely 
costs more than £9 for a fill up. 



Battered face of Libya's 
. anrimt Leptis Magna 


mospher- . 

ding that Tyson tussle 

staff and 


A TRIP to Las Vegas for the Tyson y 
Hdyfield boxing re-match on May 3 is 
offered by David Dryer Sports Tours (0171- 
831 7799). The cost from E950. includes 
scheduled flights, transfers, four nights’ 
accommodation and fight tickets. The same 
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company also offers trips to 
the Continent for a wide 
range of soccer matches. 

Celestial 

STUDYING birds (123 spe¬ 
cies) and plant life (at least 
1,400 plus lots of bulbs) in 
meadows which have not 
been greaed since 1927, are 
the main aims of the 14-day 
trip to Central Asia's Tien 
Shan rCelestial") Moun¬ 
tains offered by Russian 
Nature Tours (0181-667 
9158 ). Included among the 
other highlights of the holi- 
2 of Libya's day are riding or waflang 

tis Magna alongside 

• es. spotting IsabeUine bears 
or Marco Polo sbeep, and homestays with 
expert local guides and ornithologists — who 
have been bursting to practise their English 
for most of their lifetimes. The tour, “The 
Best of tiie Tien Shan Mountains", costs 
E2.050, with return flights from Britain, or 
£3375 if you join ar Tashkent. 

French lessons 

EUROVILLAGES (01606 734437) is offering 
five two-hour conversational French lessons 
on self-catering holidays in northern France 
from April 5-May 17. Accommodation is in 
cottages, a watermill and and barn conver¬ 
sion near Mont St Michel The cost for a 
party for a week is £425, induding ferry 
' crossing for car. and. passengers. 

Youth travel 

INFORMATION on cheap fares, budget 
accommodation, travel passes, adventure 
tours and visas is detailed in a series of 
brochures on Australia and Asia, Africa and 
tiie Middle East, Europe and the Americas 
from the student and independent youth 
travel specialist Campus Travel (0171-730 
3402). Among the deals: the “East Coast 
Discovery Pass" offering unlimited travel 
between Sydney or Melbourne and Cairns 
for £92 for under 26s; seven, 14 and 21-day 
Malaysia and Singapore passes from £23; a 
European. Inter-rail pass for one month 
unlim ited travel in 27 countries for £279. 

Jeepers creepers 

ADAPTED Icelandic Super Jeeps fitted with 
huge 44in tyres able to crawl over tank- 
stopping terrain, and driven by experts, are 
the vehicles used by Arctic Experience (01737 
218801) on its threenight Super Jeep Breaks 
in March. Based on the village of Hella, 
weekenders will spend two days travelling 
through a wilderness of ice caps and gorges, 
geysers and. glaciers, moving to Reykjavik 
for the last night The cost is £395 for flights 
and B&B, plus £30 for; a food “kftty". 

•• t'. j.-* *•' DAVID OSWIN 







An adapted 4x4 tackling the rough Icelandic terrain on an Arctic Experience 


Channel price war starts 


The latter also has a £78 fare 
on its Folkestone-Boulogne 
route, both for a car and five 
passengers. 

But deride your plans quick¬ 
ly. because the special feres 
must be booked and paid for 
by February 28. After that, 
brochure prices of up to E268 
will apply. 

While still about 40 per cent 
cheaper than 1996 first-edition 
brochures, the tunnel and 
ferry companies are Hoping to 
avoid a repeat of last ^xringls 
bloodbath when fares dropped 
to about £100. 

In its brochure, Le Shuttle 
has cut its standard return 
price to £169 from £268 last 
year, while fares for the eight 
peak summer weekends drop 
to £199 from £328, "We want to 
have prices that are competi¬ 
tive and affordable,'' says the 
managing director of Le Shut- 
tie, Bill Dix. “We are hoping 
not to mess around with 
discounts this summer." 

As market leader (with dose 
to a 50 per cent share before 
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the tunnel blaze), the ferries 
were expected to follow Le 
Shuttle in setting fares. Burin 
first-edition brochures, both 
P&O and Stena Line have set 
faxes higher than their rival. 
While still cheaper than 
1996 brochures, P&O has set 
peak return fares on Dover- 
Caiais at £268 and standard 
returns of £218. Stena has set 
almost identical fares, E266 


and £216 respectively, both for 
a car and nine passengers. The 
two companies appear to have 
been wrongfooted fry Le Shut¬ 
tle. which delayed brochures 
following the tunnel fire. The 
tunnel now expects to be back 
in full operation ty June. 

But P&O and Stena may 
wait until mid-March to pub¬ 
lish second-edition brochures 
with lower prices to match Le 


Shuttle. On March 6, the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission is expected to 
recommend the two com¬ 
panies be allowed to merge on 
the prime Dover and Rilke- 
stone routes. This will cut joint 
ferry capacity from ten ships 
to six. With fewer ships and 
growing demand for travel 

the chances of a late price war 

are considerably less than last 
year. 

M eanwhile, the two 
other operators. Sea 
France and Hover- 
speed, can be expected to snipe 
away at prices. Both have yet 
to publish summer fares, but 
are relying on niche appeal. 

Hover-speed has the fastest- 
crossingand offers extras such 
as a windscreen-wipe service 
and free newspapers. Sea 
France is the only French- 
owned company on the route 
and makes a virtue of its 
cuisine and style. 

In accounting for 80 per cent 
of cross-Channel travel, fares 


from Dover and Folkestone set 
the agenda. So, on western 
Channel routes. Brittany Fer¬ 
ries and P&O have also cut 
prices to ensure they take their 
share of customers. Brittany 
has cut fares on average by 13 
per cent and produced virtual¬ 
ly identical fares to those of 
P&O. 

Both are now in the same 
price range as Dover-Calais 
rerzy fares, with both also 
introducing a ten-day fare 
offers on western routes to 
attract families taking one- 
week summer holidays in¬ 
stead of the usual two. 

Brittany has also employed 
other tactics to boost its share, 
with an emphasis on holiday 
sales, rathe - than fary only. It 
has launched a camping bro¬ 
chure, expanded'its Holiday 
Homes product, and taken 
over the marketing of Cites de 
France in Britain. 

The company expects nearly 
a quarter of its summer ferry 
corners to be taking one of 
its glte holidays, while report¬ 
ing Holiday Home sales run¬ 
ning at 18 per cent ahead of 
fast year. 

Steve Keenan 


Tbe price indodec Scheduled fljghB/Ganrick. 13 nil all inclusive. 
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Answers from page 25 
VEDRO 

(c) A Russian liquid measure equal to 2.7 
imperial gallons. From the Russian word for a 
pail ar bucket “The peasants of that province 
drank this year 62,924 vedros of vodka more 
than fast” 

YETUNG 

(0 A pot or boiler, usually of cast iron. 
Especially one with a bow-handle and three 
feet From the Qki English verb yet to pour. 


gush or shed. “A fine camp-kettle or yelling, 
16b incites high by 12 inches in diameter, with, 
three tall legs ending in daws." 

WAYNOUN 

(a) A worthless person or scoundrel From the 
Old French waignon, the north-eastern variant 
of gaignon a dog, cur or scoundrel. 

ZILLAH 

(c] An administrative district in India under the 
British Raj. From the Hindi word for a ride, 
part district or division. 


Wildlife, Wilderness t 
Adventure Holidays 
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Britain: In search of a relaxing short break, one Times writer headed for Derbyshire, the other to Kent 



T he children are head¬ 
ing off to friends for 
the weekend, you 
have 48 hours to your¬ 
selves for once and you live in 
the heart of a traffic-choked 
dty. Where can you go for a 
couple of days that provides a 
variety of diversions and does 
not involve long hours on. 
congested motorways? 

For Londoners, the Cots- 
wolds, the Chiltems and the 
Suffolk coast are ail within two 
hours' drive and ail exert a 
powerful draw. But how many 
think of Kent? The county is 
too easily dismissed either as 
commuter belt — smart and 
unfriendly ~ or as that dull 
patch of country that has to be 
crossed to reach the continent 
This is a mistake. Rural 
Kent is often beautiful, fre¬ 
quently surprising and easier 
to reach than the West Coun¬ 
try. Leaving London at730pm 
on a Friday, we were sitting 
down to dinner in .Cranbrook 
by 8.45pm. 

No doubt it would have 
been quicker by helicopter — 
but not much. And indeed the 
Kennel Holt Hotel’s five acres 
of gardens include a helipad of 
neatly-manicured grass be¬ 
yond the topiarfed yew hedges their previous lives they trav- within a few square miles, wood, across grazing land, through woodlands east of laborious the making of spark- was delicious. We returned to 

that front die 16th-century .died extensively — he was a - enough to keepvisitors return- past herds of bullocks and Rye to Peasmarsh. But for a ling wine is — requiring a the city cm Monday afternoon, 

house. Most guests, however, director of Saaidii and Saatehi mg lor years. One of the sheep and through fields field more sybaritic experience we second fermentation, freezing with the sunlight shimmering 

arrive by more conventional —and learnt how hard it was strangest is Chiddingstone of wheat and barley — the visited Lamberhurst Vine- of the sediment in the neck of through the smog, and were 

means — to be greeted wetly to find good food and comfort Castle, near Edenbridge, a crops partin g like th e Red Sea yards, among the oldest in the upturned bottle and then a home in north London in an 

but warmly by Clovis, the Kent boasts a greater con- doll, ugly buflding which con- to reveal the footpath. Britain with 30 acres of vines dangerous process in which hour and a half. The pleasures 

giant schnauzer. centratkm of bouses and gar- -tains an extraormnaxy, idio- We cycled, too. from producing 30,000 bottles of a die frozen plug is blown out of the weekend were un- 

The hotel has ten bedrooms dens open to the public than - - syncretic collection of artefacts Tenterden to Rye and back by dozen different wines under 101b of pressure. I had dimmed by hours spent in 

(ours was huge), serious an- any other part erf England, built up by the eccentric bank a circular route of 33 miles annually. always wondered why a few traffic queues — and we had 

tiques and a kitchen where *. from the glories-of Sissing- clerk Denys Bower over a cunningly devised by the Ord~ Paul Cooper and Derek bubbles commanded a 50 per added half a dozen places to 

real cooking is done. The hurst Castle. Jiome of Harold lifetime of meticulous buying nance Survey Cycle Touis McMillen, who bought it in '. cent premium on the price of our list of ideas for future days 

owners, Neil and Salty Chaim- Nicolson and Vha Sackville- on limited funds. guide to give the impression 1995 from Lord McAfrxne for the equivalent still wine. out 

ers, .have dispensed with West — go late to avoid the The area is also criss- that it was mostly downhill. £2 million, are rapidly turning Is it worth it? Well, the wine 

health and fitness suites and coach parties — to the roses of crossed by footpaths which The best sections were the it into a thriving business with we tried, accompanied by JEREMY LAURANGE 

other accoutrements of rood- Piashley Manor.. yieldconstant surprises. We quietest — the Jane across the production aimed to rise to smoked salmon served in the • The author *xzs a guest of the 

em hotel life and concentrated in all there arc 28 houses followed one route which took flat marsh of Shirley Moor. 6(X000 bottles this year. A tour airy oast house that has been Kennel Halt Hotel and 

on old-fashioned service. In ami 37 gasdens open to visitors us through an onfoard .into a and the sweeping descent of the winery taught me how converted into a restaurant, Lamberhurst Vineyards. 




Peak practice at walking around in circles 


B uxton, the Victorian spa 
town in Derbyshire, 
has been one of my 
favourite places ever since I 
discovered its Womens Insti¬ 
tute market on a day trip from 
Liverpool. If I find myself in 
the Pavilion Gardens eariy on. 
a Saturday morning, I stock 
up on the blackcurrant jam 
and cider chutney which wfli 
remind me of nay visit for long 
afterwards. 

As well as being a holiday 
destination, the tiny town pro¬ 
vides a perfect spot from 
which to explore the Peak 
District My companion and I. 
persuading ourselves that we 
could see blue sky through the 


gathering clouds, decided to 
navigate the heady heights of 
Main; Tor, drop down to 
Castleton «id dimb up again 
to complete a circular walk. 

Because of the many roads 
that run through the Peaks, 
you can pick your starting: 
poini according to yoor energy 
leveL Ours were a little damp¬ 
ened by the dull weather and a 
heavy breakfast, so we opted 
for a “halfway up" start, just 
off five A625. 

A steep flight of steps from 
the car park leads to a well 
defined path, and this goes to 
the top of Mam Tor. As we 
walked, we found ourselves 
tottering an a geographical 


Choose a romantically secluded Island Math'white 
sands and crystal waters, or go for buzzy activity 
and cosmopolitan nightlife. Or both. 

Try 7 nights at the Nassau Beach Resort ; 
from onfy £625 per person. 

For full details of a whole host of Bahamian 
holidays call British Airways Holidays on 01293 
723161, or see your travel agent. 


British 


ad flights am nun tram London, 
subject to awefteonty. boot#® 
conditions and airport la*. Prtoe is based on- 
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The 700 Islands of The Bahamas. 




On a Sunsail Beach Club Holiday you'll enjoy free 
dinghy sailing, windsurfing and yachting plus 
sailing tuition and waterskiing at a choice of 9 
idyllic Mediterranean locations. You can also Iook 
forward to brilliant Kids' Clubs (4 mfhs-16 yrsj 
great food and accommodation, Club Flotilla and 
Turkish Gulet holidays plus lots more. 

from £309 pp 1 wk flights me. 
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knifefedge. On the left tire 
Vale of Edate dipped down 
towards the River Noe. On the 
right the town of-Castleton 
was already bustling with 
walkers who had got up 
' eaifer than wehad. The roads 
below were also dotted with 
the cars of visitors to the Blue 
John caverns. Walkers, visi¬ 
tors to the cavems»and their 
enthusiasm for the trinkets 
fashioned put of the mineral 
blue John, are the source of the 
former lead-mining town's 
wealth. Wixmars Pass, a spec¬ 
tacular gorge, is also visible 
from here: 

About an hour into our 
walk, we passed a National 
Trust marker to reach a point 
called Hollins Cross. Turning 
right we began our descent 
into Castleton-. The steep. 


FACT FILE 


■ The author stayed al the 
Palace Hotel. Palace Road. 
Buxton. Derbyshire SKJ7 
6AG (01298220011. Prices start al 
€79-50 per nigbr for a single 
room(B&B). and ES9.50 per night 
for a doable room (B&B). 

Bargain breaks art available, 
subject to availability, during 
the week and at weekends for 
Vinters booking two nights or 
snore. Prices start al £42 per 
person, per night (Oaober- 
March), and £49 per person per 
night (ApriJ’SeptanboT 


and dinner, and a ticket to 
Chatsworth House. Ahon Towers 
or Granada Studios. 

■ Buxten Opera House; 

Water Street. Buxton. Derbyshire 
SKI76XN (0129872190). ' 

■ Rose Cottage Cafe Cross 
Street Casdctoa. Derbyshire 
S302WH (OT43B 620432k Open 
WanbSptn everyday except 
Friday. 

V Ordnance Survey Touring 
Map and Guide 4 (Peak District. 
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rocky footpath turned into a 
narrow avenue of ash trees. 
We trod this path, under the 
gaze of some friendly cows, 
and reached a road almost 
immediately. This road took 
us straight into Castleton. If 
the crowded network of slim 
pavements seems like too 


much effort, head for toe 
quieter environs of St Ed¬ 
mund’S Church- It contains a 
1609 edition of the Breeches 
Bible, in which Adam and Eve 
sewed together fig leaves to 
make breeches. The ruined 
keep of fleveril Castle is visible 
from the graveyard, and this 
was to be the beacon for the 
return leg. If you are hungry, 
the best toasted sandwiches 
are to be had at the Rose 
Cottage Cafe. 

Our return was accom¬ 
plished by heading for Peveril 
Castle and climbing the steep 
hill m its right This is no mean 
feat The right-hand fork goes 
towards Rowter Farm and a 
nearby small path-cum-road. 
We turned right on this path, 
which eventually brought us 
to a main road (the B6061. 
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W.I. markets are held in the Pavilion Gardens, Buxton 


For the best travel bargains, for holidays and 
hotels, flights and ferries, plus all 
the latest news on travel trends, read the 
Travel News, pages every Thursday 





which leads to toe caverns). 

Crossing toe road and con¬ 
tinuing across toe field, we hit 
toe A625. By turning left and 
walking along this road for a 
short time, we completed our 
circular walk. Al a leisurely 
stroll, this leg from Castleton 
to the car park should not take 
more than Ifr hours. 

On our return to the hilltop 
Palace Hotel in Buxton, we 
treated ourselves to a relaxing 
swim and sauna. This was 
followed by dinner in the 
hotel’s ornate hall, which in its 
heyday must have been a 


superb setting for Victorian 
soirfes. 

We were able to take the 
waters on an after-dinner 
stroll, at toe town font, al¬ 
though we had to queue 
behind some embarrassed el¬ 
derly gentlemen clutching 
huge plastic containers. 

An evening stroll is perhaps 
the best time to take in the 
illuminated beauty of Buxton. 
Former Dukes and Duchesses 
of Devonshire wanted to turn 
it into the Bath of the north, 
resulting in elegant stone 
buildings, sculpted public gar¬ 


dens and a Georgian crescent 
to match any in Bath. 

Another impressive fixture 
is toe petite Buxton Opera 
House with its magnifieenr 
entrance and stained-glass 
windows. I dreamt of gliding 
in to watch an Oscar Wilde 
comedy wearing my 1920s 
beaded dress. Having failed to 
check the opera house sched¬ 
ule, however, we were fared 
with A Night of Country 
Music. Needless to say, my' 
beaded dress went unworn. 

Anjana Ahuja 


China Interlude 


12 days in Beijing, Xian, 
Guilin and Hong Kong. 
from 11350 


A classic tour of the Middle Kingdom with 
the number one expert and specialist 


✓'“X n this carefully tailored itinerary, we have chosen some of China’s 
I 1 best highlights for those whose time is limited: Bering with its host 
fnonuments from the Great WfrJI to the Forbidden City to the 
Temple of Heaven: Xian, home of the Terracotta Army, the greatest 
archeological discovery of the century; a cruise down the U River through 
'Mia?' *** magical landscapes of Guilin; and Hong Kong with its exciting mix of the 
. mjja traditional and the cosmopoHtan.A$ the experts of China, we are able to show 
la our guests aspects of China beyond the reach of more conventional tours. In 
' i m Beijing we tour the hutongs or back streets by rickshaw for a glimpse of a more 
domestic world m the counyards and the quin lanes.There is a unique visit to 
the palace of Gongwangfo, the epitome of classical Chinese architecture. In 
the evening we attend an acrobatic show and a Peking Duck banquet. In 
> Guilin we take time to visit toe craft and antique quarter in the charming 
xgfi town oThnpho u Aecommodadon is in luxurious 4 and 5 star hotels throughout 
China, and in CTSi own superior tourist class Hotel Concourse in Hong Kong. 
At China Travel Service, China is more than just another destination. 


DIDr I Depart on Air China non-stop flight to Bering. 

Mf 2 Arrive Be$ng in rite afternoon, transfer ro she 4-sar 
Xiyvan HoaaS. A short dry rour inefades Tiananmen Square 
bordered by the tiro ffaurofeun and Hs# of tfie Ftopfc. 

OKt i tn riefcsta* tour of die ancient hurongs and the 
dafrrtng Gcngwa^n Pafrce. Enfty « p an ara n i c vi«v of Befog 
from £ngUwt frrfc and explore ti» reoff^Boem ForbMen 
Gqt h tile ewran&anmd a perienmna cl CHnese acotadcs. 
MV 4 Spend the mornings tiw Greet Wsfl at BadaBng 
before touring die Summer Palace. In the evening vw are 
guest aza traditional Peking Oacftr feen. 

DRV 5 Vn the morning we visit (he lefnple rfHewen and 
dte renowned Lana temple. Hy to Xhn. Visit the dty wafc 
before transferring ro the 4-star Grand New Wx« Hotel. 
DRV 6 Vhk the greatest arriieoiosfoal dbtxwery of the 
century, the tforaooaaVWrriora than onto the Bmpo 
NeoBthfo Museum and Hua Qing Hot Springs. Before 


reluming ro the dty visit the Big Wild Goose Psgtufa. 
Dinner show ax our hotel. 

OKt 7 After a morning visit to the Gntnd Mosque, we fry 
to Guiftt where we soy at die 5-star Royal Garden Hotel. 
MT 8 Otdte on the U River rottngstau. through Chiral 
most femocs fendscape. Browse Ife^phouV antiques S 
crafts stafts and shops before driviiq; bode to Guilin. 
on 9 Vbrt the BephantTrwde H@ and Reed Rub Cave. 
Tala the evening flight to Hong Kory where we scy at 
CTS 1 * superior tourist dass Hotel Concourse. 

MRS 10 A 11 Two fall days ro enjoy die vibrant dty of 
Hong Kong.Visit ihe Peak by tram, see the junks and 
sampans of Aberdeen and experience the e wc W ng ngfoUe 
and famous street marten. Late nght nmvctsp Cathay 
Racflic or British Airways flight bads home. 

MOT 12 Arrive eariy morning at London Heathrow or 
Manchester. 


CHINA INTERLUDE TOUR 
D e pa rt u res, prices and afeigle tapp 


1997 Mar 30. 

Apr (k 20. 

Apr27;May It. 

Jun B. 

Jui 20. 

Aug IQ. 17 .... 

fep?. 

Sep 14,21 .... 

OaS.12. 

Oct f9. 

Oct 26. 

Nov 9. 

Dee 21 . 


.{450 (230) 

.>450 (235) 

B.25 .. 1450 (255) 

. 1450 (230) 

.1530 (230) 

.1550 (215) 

.1550 (255) 

.ISO (265) 

. 1550 (270) 

. 1530 (270} 

. 1530 (245) 

.1495 (245) 

.1395 (195) 


For tours of China, talk to the experts, 
we Ye at home In the Orient. 

spame «•» ** E"*** •»» sufe 

mniMia,«e>«aHnl,i4tiLirn Otrme bndiesBvoO wb* dim 

a Ou» ba wn Vom and Chn dmcSK avpcn o>. n ri»v Kw 

M»*m«aKeRMMauinMtn eufa maim 

Phone 24 hour hodine for our superb brochure 
01233 2118(8 


★ 


CUnalNml Smte (UK) Ltd 

CTS Homk. 7 UpnrSt Hath laaeLodM WC3H ttt 
Ttk 0171-896 9911 F*t 0171-836 3121 
EBofrCnerimstimneuA 
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TRAVEL 


to ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811989 (TRADE) 

01714814000 (PRIVATE) m 
FAX-01714819313 * 


FRANCE 


TAKE AV 
NEW LOOK AT 
OUR FRANCE 




Bringing together die finest selection of 
Cites de France, to make this an outstanding range 
of self-catering holidays with your car. 


BRocHi-aes -2-f HK^-i 0990 143 535 
RrshK\A7k)\s 0990 561 600 

OR 5Fir. 'OCR TRA'.'LL iCL’Vi 



HOi.[riA.V I[>EAS IN 





OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


ffl 


yt.V, !.<•<> I i < > ii n; 



.7.4 O.i.l 


USJUKBB K 


0171-828 1137 



Cv Mo. Hotoh and Imm 
017120040001 


* ■■■■'L—i—2- 2 . T . 1 L 


GREAT DEALS 

Europe^ 179 

Worldwide* 1219 


TT~TTf.i | 1 VlilV* 


ul; 


171 306 3000 



018 1 882 9992 


FLIGHT CENTRE 

W 0RLUWI0E 
DISCOUNT 
FLIGHTS 


0 1 B 1 ( ) T» 9 8 6 0 7 


i: 1 7~ r TI 


Majorca 

Ibiza 

FonufiOmi 

Majorca 

Croatia & Slovenia 
Matta&Gozo - 
Tunisia 



[POLAND 

CZECH REP. GERMA N^' 

iT» 


New Millennium 
0121 711 3269 


EC 


0990 300 W 

m 


Holidays 

with Style 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


Triti'd 

Insurance 



M- in 31 

iF.dlGHTiONLYl 

Fsseci'aHot.f.ersJ 
I SYDNEY £599 in; 
ISRI LANKA £399 rtn 




•S'0171 287 3345 

IFaresavers 

mm 



01476 59209 5-a.' 


CITY BREAKS 



Qrajoartfat Ink fan tt tie. 
ata^f^tatedn.Bagn, 
Pr^Otfa.festKorMp'fat 
fa>MM,alt!n3fnK 


Dji; JrrT> H,: L: 


on2DigKlnatllj«i*BBMM 


03453366 22 

TIME OFF 





5 — ■ i — - -- - r ‘ r"T T;m yr 




0171 63 7 7353 


01476 574666 

ICARUS TBAVEt l.TD 


youawwosiii 

' khi!u*auzu«imK 0 tBjorn* 


5 r L :.} ‘ik*±±L- ^# 4 - 



* ±-11 


TRAVEL CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 14 







irM&f. 

S^’-- 


% m i 


a. A- W W' 


The exchange rate hasn't been this good 
since '93, so move swiftly. At 186 mph, 
in fact. That's how fast Eurostar streaks 
through the French countryside to Paris. 
So you won't have much time to dream 
about what to buy. But hey - you can't 
have everything. 


Paris from £69 return 


e u r g s t a r 




COMBfOjCYPKK. 

■ SUPERB selection 
of3,4 AS* hotels 
& self catering 
apartments. 

m DAILY scheduled 

flights. 

■ FREE International 

discount card, 
private taxi transfers 
and guide book, 
n FABULOUS child 
discounts. 

■ jVEWFOJW 
Festival Cruises 

u MANY NO single 
supplements. 

m FLEXIBLE 

durations from 
3-56 nights. 

■ CHOICE of 
honeymoon resorts. 

■ PRICE PLEDGE - 
you can’t buy cheaper 

Call for the brochure 
of your choice 


0990 171819 


Cad 


2EEE2S 


EIJ RO 

brink 

M qtiiiiliy & ilexihiliii 


City-Breaks 

• InovertiO cities 
from 20 UK airports 
2a=5018178OT700 

OR pm ra« iMHuanr 


inghams £ 


JJL 


SEE 


TX2Z3 


*WbUtr Sorer mUvttk fttum. Umvd Tke^-Tkmz., must h s ch u k SoL mgkt owof. Nm -extkmgedlc. Nmi w frmJMe, 
Smkjea WmuBalnBtp KtidmaUUMutk 1997. Calls chained at local rate. AH adh m momitondjor quaUtr: 



Neva Z-ealand 

from 

£A<\<{ 


F-eturn 



TORONTO 


urtKiii 


AiFNi, 




TRAVEL INSURANCE 


^ (cmd don't forget tka koEdoy fool) 

£10 OFF 

* tnr/ftiqM 

ft fflffirdirtmteipbiBiaii. 

ndBdrhpiDBttaiCiart 


3 

w 

\ 

-A.-T1 


01243 787835 

{‘f? coC ft (WiTid! 



0990 133 343 


TATES 

avers: 


AMT A V?VX AT Ol * S 17 


kfcsi 



* BIG 1>IS< Ol Ms * 
on i ims r \n:> hi sini ss ; i \-.s 

OITI 580 7000 


EMBASSY FLIGHT 
CENTRE 


1273 





OVERSEAS TRAVEL 




f\ place of 
uour own 


Max In-a holiday 

home fieto hone 
this summer: foe a 
brodrarewtaiow 
SOOprivtSerillas 
&om £275 per . 
pans pa week 
taduttogffigtas, 
swyourkxnl . 
taonj a^cut or cidl 
us <&RCL 

SUnWORLD 

BEACH VILLAS * 

St Luda ■ norida • Soutti Afrlct • Majorca • Menocca ■ Gcao 
Cypra * Costa Hw*ca * Malta - AJgam 


0990 99 22 22 



TAKE A 
NEW LOOK AT 
O'UR FRANCE 
,& SPAIN 




0990 143 552 
0990 360 360 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL: 
01714811989 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 

FAX:01714819313 


TRAVEL 
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BALEARICS 


ood, 

get 

m 

ns 

ck. 





t a r 


9030 

mt wW 

ff tt ******* 


TAKE A 
W LOOK A 


tUQju XplHuUd 
■AlnlemarbaMh. 




FRANCE 


ITALY 


PORTUGAL 


TURKEY 


WINTER SPORTS 


TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 




MBTTMY C1SU, IWH dpi 4& 
Qom MKMkAMinlaka^ 
M w OfliB 0645*143. 


f& iT S: 



CANARIES & MADERA 




SS&SkiS: 


«n»«n 
■ awt « 





Discover 

TANZANIA 


WMtototttomgadmfcbtato. 

to Om maw ol X An m & i u , 
vWtVw lotto ol Smogtoi, cmrf 
ftw aptCM a) Zaratar art ha*, 
on ffw wMb tarty Mittii trf 
tfwtndMOEwa - 
Phono 0181 405 0100 m» 
nd Mp us pkn your Mor 
mdo MBrty 


EBjMEEaflj 



uatoa& 

vtafun. 


LE UtVAMDOU. Bupnto vOto, pn 



CARIBBEAN 


prn 


■HW 


NEW SE 


ROPE 



S.W.FRANCE 


V7ILA5 & COTTAGES 

>mq nitt jweb. 

‘ Close to fine beadies 
and beautiful countryside. 

FRANCOPHILE 
• HOLIDAYS 

BROCHURE TEL Mhr 


irougEn 


ITALY 

BYTRAIN 

Sit back, enjoy 
the scenery and 
arrive relaxed for 
your holiday with 

Citalia 

TbcUa&g Baiba Sjpccirfitf 

BaWtoUB 

01235 824354 

tniM trouts uaioo 


France IMoro 



0 1 2 1 353 64 57 







mtcorde to 
Barbados 

4 hours from 
Heathrow and 
jo* can stay 7 
nights or more at 
d dunce of . 
luxury hotels. 

Can now for 
winter or summer 
price* and 
departure dates. 


TUB OIP PAIJkCX. 

cmunx. cut iu 

01244 897 999 

ABTA »ITIJ 
iiailHS 



Traditionalfarmhouies, 
riltas and apartweau n 
Italy's prettiest regions. 
FREE COiOBUI BKOCHIUIE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE 135* tV Rto; Ur 
Kiosk l a tuba. Dtp I lie. 


KaSassa M201QD. 

WCANZE IN ILMJA 






SIMPLY 

urkev 


Eatuerbt mSmumm wtoiaar 

aripcmit^’nmliMRW 

■to itt jtow ptubuad 
fiiwOr htorft FKi «T jkxttr 
IMAFftom «wetel 
jsfcrooUar 
art AanM *Sj> touto. 

0181 995 9323 

WBVUR toOLMtUITO 



USA St CANADA 



0181 995 9323 

jjmTUW oouiBimi 




See Italy 
in comfort 

Premia Coach Toms 

mdudins flights, 
four stir hotels 
and choice of menu 

For FREE brack** aA: 

01235 824324 .’* 

CRYSTAL 

ITALY 


LAGOS) Apr. 2 (Olio 
■Itomt mawiMiH . 



SKI OFFER 

DUE TO GW CANCELLATION 
Frandl Alps Hoed 
wprtaccfrfWIVB 
Or fr £99 ha s/e 
kuyD»d0t>*«. 

700 taw {m« crtonc arte 
Tdaow 0T273 412882 


UX HOLIDAYS 


U.K. HOLIDAYS 


QUALITY HOLIDAY 
COITAGES IX 
SlTBKBIOailOXS 





INDEPENDENT 

COUNTRY COTTAGES 


England * Ireland 
Scotland ■ Wales 


ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 


boredom-free 

zone! 

AcWity ncfcUyft for to-lS'. 

CjD FREE fw 57 bm^hijir w 

Q50O74&W7 




MALTA &GOZO 


io^bnly. PDtflTC 

fe^rterflighis. ||||ullL 

YOUR PERFECT 
<#*****■ ITALIAN 


A^cofenmbdavion-bidy. 

SdncKiew ohdBrtBrftgftfs. 

-^"YOIIRI 

Thoan-padcOgedhoIkkiy. 

^'jiow.lFartiel Agant 






MOROCCO 


H T- r-n n 


E ss y 




atLie omOMI d32 . 


M 






0 1242 
24 0 0 10 


01922 72RTOR 

FQaS?Q 



3SE5=t 





Discover 

the Magic of Italy 

• Hand-picked Hotels • Villas • 

• Chy breaks • Resorts • Islands • 

ariout7«MUKwroac*u. 

JMiffJJJSy o*iMito0CMj«wnu«tw 

■ 01233 211610 

w ■ O—ltaCTT 

’ Wrtwr Tmrt IrtwnryQartAwl »95. tot Short Hrt 
Spmnit t Opguar. Hr Thu* Grot? HoMy*. 


S Cadogan § 


a 


V A C AT IONS 


A? exdastne seiectfnn of the 
Jinest VSOas A Apartments 
CM1 MOW FOR OUR BROCKJRE 


01727 841330 

i 1 i ~i i ~i ~ i i 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUS'TaY homes 


A lupcrfe collection of 
coastal, lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

7KJIS 132 PAGE BROCHURE 
. CALL. 

(0990) 143686124 Hrs) 
Quote KcLK336. 


English Country 
Cottages 

An tMivuLun choice 
ol quality holiday 
cottages id England’s 
loveliest areas. 

Free 444 page colour 
brochure. 

Ring (0145$) 852222 
Qum. £883 (24 Bn) 
OaTrm f» fruit uhO*viii 
^. nuavlitri UtLFO.!k*t 1L 
EwtS hut- ^Ur^nt LUCY 







HA9CAL CHIKSCS. rtpwnng 9ie 
West Canary. Bnsany. islesctf 5ctfy 
and Charoel 1& undet 3W in a low j 
naomofia) gaH ketch. Fatuicus 
food. oemtonaUe acccrnncdakai 
spectanAai scenery am) goal 
company. Profeumul new. no 
experience necessary All Mok&me. 


Tel: 01303 834300 


WINTER SPORTS 








Greek Options 



f (>.‘{| i a r\\! 




P-UMJCK >>.'■ f l.OKKSTA 


m 


\m 




HALKl UPS 

5YU mos 

LEROS TQBC0S 

KWM105 SK0PELDS 

SPERSS ALOMSSOS 

Quaffly VDn.'AMnom Homs 

> 0— rmbiaAptotinute 

irsnan ORjumaisur honest 
brocwfe 01629 824 881 



v>niaii 


Puns, Corf*. Ltflun. Megasia, 
Unaca. Ccpfaaku. Z-kjallna 
&pmaj*mk &7 Greek heSSap 
■ ovojjnm At m sim artams. . 
Prtrntr HBarwoA pooU, hush 
mai empt tr btwOfi* HyvOr 
iooUomt by tt. am mi Mod. 

' 0181 995 9323 

' otaJiset xtol i m um 




“ i 7u0ts(‘( 



0321 325 3335 

OPEN TODAY 

i ;- T r TT tt zzsr scn 


PORTUGAL MADEIRA 
& AZORES 

1ES3 13 EI033E3M 



Ws t he 
0 niy b ro c j,ut e 
you '/ f, 6e d 



UX HOLIDAYS 


BIG 560 PAGE BROCHURE 


•Widen choice - Over 4.000 
quality cottages fa choose 
bom throughout Button & .. 
Ireland. 

• roars OF 1995 PRICES HELDl 
Hottctay? bom CSS per meek 
or CEO pa Shan Break per 
property. 

• Pets weiconic to many 
cottages. 

Call today for your 
FREE brochure. 
0uw«ceaMMiB 


0i 282 4^572^ 


CHIMIN'S SUMMER CAMPS 


imlwu 

CHBDBEN & TSNAGERS 

Fun & Advmtura 
Exciting S dMHto 
17 Terns'Experience 
Superb Facilities 
bewtad Trowel 
Experienced S up erv isi on 
Day & Residential Aduenliire 
Holidays in London. 
Mfareesfennim. 5taflor<hh<ro, 
NorHV & France 



Tel: 0171 724 2233 


CORNWALL & DEVON 


mm 



SPA0 

Traditional 
country bouses, villas 
and apartment* In 
ccmnuyeldc Spain and 
Portugal. 


Discover die 
Real Spain. 

Historic Casks, 


f 


H 



SWITZERLAND 


FRANCE 


Cl AO 

inghilterra 

Welcome Rome, charter flights and first 
night from £!60pp. Extra nights from 
£21. For a break in most European ernes 
cal! us on 

0I8IWN443 ^ 

Vijfcycwrirwia*®*- ^"“gj 

or see TeleoBa pag 0 2^9 


VtMR BROCHURE HOTLINE 01233 21161 



FOr. 
A Copy 
O r Oui; Frkl 

Maim BRoenuRt Call 

0990 134 748 


QMcftTtoM,nBMiOny«B- 


Portugal^ Holidays 
Tel: 0181 4JT 1357 

5A rert.i 0'i.tr, Lcnior. f.’J *£Y 


51M P LY 

<iy ' c i)llULXL}} 

rsessmsm 

L ^ aiiamabai 1 4 B » i l lr ■ 



TURKEY 


.. . 

WtoOxwtol euto w i 
Stsene. Pbufia&k 'Wffltotrtqt' 
MUtoaeafcAybatox 

0181 995 9323 

ABttTUST STDCttoZ Itlt) 




(tufa*#* 

COTTAGE 

norri)AYs 



SPECIAL INTEREST 


is 


m 




mss, 




y±DA 




The Best of Spain & Portugal 


Escape mss tourism. TaBor-made hoBdays, 8y-drt« or «Ah 
ytwwmc^.staytafl In hototoconwrtad from casttes, palaces, etc. 

Paradores Pousadas 

OTHER TOP HOTELS * MANOR HOUSES 

Unicorn Holidays 01582 83 4400 


n±i 




Cycling & 
Walking Holidays 

toeun'-fy four- KwuflB bMunfu* 
Bn«oiu S ifw Bs»ck Font* Ham 
pcfcrt hot t it Btcvdta womdea 

LupjU^. l.flic^jwlEd 

BiOcnjra iriim Boots Bicycle 
& WaQrinftTotirs (DT) 

The Blue Cit»E. Orteroh Ludkw. 
Shropst'O c. SY8 4HW 

01568780800 



IsBta>GeH»WBc9rizTtos 

0181 7478315 

Inrarffifte 

0181 7473108 
WwdWtwBa. 
016 1.83*1441 

ones «iqlsi tot *m? 


w»n', exodust ravels, co.uk 






. K leaders in small group 
adventure holidays tvorlduide. with 
over 20 years experience; choose from 
-4 different brochures. 



fa ”• 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NEWTON FBRBB TtodMond 
boUdar eotnga Mild fat. 



English Country 
Cottages 

An unrivalled 
choice in Norfolk 
rad Suffolk. 
Free 444 pjge 
colour brochure. 
Ring 

(01455) 852222 

QUOTE E1U |24Hnl 













0800 850 950 

QUOTING ?I3 '.0 

Travelodge 

NO.I NATIONWIDE IN OVER 160 LOCATIONS 


LAKE DISTRICT 


NORTHWEST 


Onward destinations include Madrid, Barcelona, 
Rome, Milan, Vienna, Nice and Copenhagen. 




PEAK DISTRICT 


CORNWALL & DEVON 


Secluded Luxury in 
a Sublime Setting 

A Garden Lorn Parsdac m 
b a sstMTDpica] nllcy rwctpmf 
to car »ndy awe. Tra dition a l 
icrricE. leg Era, antiques End 
IitAfloRULGoiriiAtt. 

AA +*+75* 


HOLIDAYS AFLOAT 


SHORT BREAKS 


Britain's Best Boating 


nwr drift* tboke ^toettog MUgu ae the finest waterways. 

The NarfoaSnmis, Canals. Camks,tkaname*mmdScetlaad. 

FnmSnpfpw Start Breaks ffRertntkmra -QemaUtT. 




LONDON 


No one has more experience m providing a 
choice of holidays enabling you to 
appreciate - to the full the haunting 
beauty and special wildlife of these 
magical islands. For details of. our 
regular sdilingB, saver fares and 
holiday excursions simply complete the 

coupon or caJ} FREEPHONE 0800 445050 


Simply aamp Lte the coupon for oar 1QQ2 hmJuoaanJ return to: PffO ScMJi Ferries, 
F impom t , PO Bat 706, Slough, SH 4 BtL- ■ ■ ' fc..y^ . 


SCOTLAND 




p&om 

Scottish Berries 


SPRING AND EASTER BREAKS 




Swanage Dorset 


untold period oily 
Uniquely Both Spa 
kfeaty Thu Royal HoW 
Far the period Insure break 
From orty E1950pp 
pcrir Dtrgior. Bed end EkgjUaal 
'Ai rooms onsuAe 
“Grfl Restaurant 
■ NesrsMions 
•CarPeridng 


The Floyd HuM 
3 Crowns C c i aro ended 


VWt Famous 
Shakespeare Country 


uaURY BREAKS AT BUDGET PRICES 
.Vrw Viaarisn style AA »*♦* hotel tor 
the hurt of Stratford-Upm-Avon. 

* All rooms tnstillei Stunt 4 posters 
* Ontral lo all Utrattims 
■* free use of Stratford's new 
Leisure Centre 

* fitness Gymnasium B Whirlpool Spa 

STRATFORD VICTORIA 

ET8 SweCHEWCDWIIB) 

01789 271000 


r^SOTLSY PARK 

* r.rm^ c-c-ir li ccottw cllj 

AA **++ RAC AA Bocae • 
EIBeeeee Highly OB gimra d r d 
Sot In btaufifid Bempohb* 


; e•';: i :■ t : i v c | • 1 m -j « 1 A 

WMTt 




is fr £48 pppni me DB&J3 
11 anH Entertainment 
! ‘-(based m 2 persons sharing) 
* Extensive Leisure Club 
* 18 Hole Golf Course , 

\ Nr Now Forest, Wbiehaatar * 
• and Smthdrutm , k 



Spectacular coastal scenery. 
unspoUt countryside and places 
of historic Interest ensure 
d relaxing break. 

Can Now For Details 

01929 423353 Grand 

Swtnaga, Dorset BHI91LU HOTH. 



EXMOOR NATIONAL 
PARK 

Pollock Harbour 

Quit! ttwHjonablr hdri m wane's rdgt if 
j null ptcmmqut hertnaramdsr 
Esmonn mayoTtcm leenm ml 
iprcwmlar fiunhir war (tor Sank 
Devon Boarder. Old mupoth ran! 

Enlmf • wlUEfr n rminrr. onrtenr 
\ilhtgn lOrf u mfi mW cositri 
Ktetwantmdrd bt leading food and hotel 
guides 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
( 01643)862753 
THE ANCHOR HOTEL 



Superb Mdat Vreehrrtd Breaks enttUMe 
of i kb wtagwfiteut Hold aserlorJuag 
tke fare* Vumet just outside Vimdsor. 
From £42-50 per pet ton 
Famous 60‘s toorrw marie beatiou. 
Debtu kedmtpus aud oaei 
tonni H'iea; iomtmi 
free gslf and ioats for hot 


TEL; 01753 60998$ 



sWVAkauakknL w*Sy nmae eouuay 

bouse Ihmi hi 100 n» «f d«pv 

wooded gardens t rea ting with add fife 

ARMHAI5EIG HOTEL 

by Loch Awe - 20 relies from Oban 
mm mm Highly Commended 
A rare opportunity 
Aidanaiseig ‘Spring Gold* 
Tfet 0 J 866 853353 far details 



THE MO fJ BEAUTIFUL cove 

IN ENGLAND 

Luxury hoed fronting hit m bcm&ftd 
audyW entirely 

NataalTnaCtaa. 
award winning cuisine 
level hedrer*^ 

amo tokens 

. cEi™ wboor pool 

**"* AA 2 ffftllu tor 

G«W| B«W Geld*. (W 
^AR^gLL COVE HOTEL 
•SSmmam tqi jk 


Cqv jad ts$oy Bx unhtnxii cf iCfli 
Ctiwij Miaor tet 

in K) Uyffis kies via ndag 
w llBiflaa .C«niRiifird MBg.to nwBi 

MTtfeMPlbgfinaieftBCIfnVa DUS 
Syctof0gmSrw5ri»W«s(rpybr4 

Book aew fire 3U fd^K Esssr pwAav 
Td 0139*411283 


Romantic 14tk century 
thatched smugglers ina 
Otedodksgibepksnsqucbiifaour A 
T jf fl fum h Bay, op rite edyg of Sxnxur. 

B n » H -i U i-tUffTT* rj --wrl : .-.Mg 

skoliBlindcpar 
5bori*5brt»nside&rds' xreflsHe. 
Babonde breandi Deen EX35 SQ 

Tetdl598 - 753223 


SPECTACULAR SEA VIEWS 
Idwaucemrc. Award v tenlag enhtne. 
pp pu Inc DB&B (min 2 uo) 
Group Abbe ear. 

FUfhi bKkqWe beeds kvbbble. 


TTJU1VAAAJ»AUA«. MOAT 

MOOSE 

2 WEEKEND NIGETTS FOR ONLY £ 79.60 PER PERSON 

This nv^CT al, CsAedal C5ty i« u woBderftd ngreb. 

■Wbem Act aeea fietkn with die legend of King Adfau 
ad bis fiBwarSound T*We. • 

Experience Has adque smoqikn: - 
cobUfid jtrcetx. exedkot shop and 
icnmaBB, tan tmaeoms, Honca and 
Card ens wjribt staying at 
THE MOATHOUSE HOTEL 
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his prowess as a fine tactical 
player. How did he wm here? 
White to play. 




READERS are invited to 
write an amusing caption for foe 
-cartoon (right), from Tie ' 
Strand Magazine (reproduced 
from Westminster Libraries, 
Sherlock Holmes Coflection. 
Maiylebone library). .. 

The cartoon will be printed 
again next week, with a caption 
from those submitted.. 

Send caption suggestions on 
a postcard with your name and 
address to:'Strand Caption 
39, Weekend, The Times, 

1 Bsmrington Street,. 

London El 9XN. *• 

The Editor’s decision is final. 
The dosing date for entries is ' 
Wednesday; February 19. 


by Robert Sheehan 



'THESE wens the North-South 
cards in question 1 of foe Christmas 
quiz: 


mwi 



*2 

*5432 
45432 
+ 5432 



Andersson forced mate in seven, 
with I Rxg7»! Kxg7 2 QfT+ KhS 3 
Qfo* Kg84Qxd8+ Kg75Qe7+ Kh6 
6 Qf6+ KhS 7 g4 male. 

T. Webster of Sheffield suggests 1 
Nd7, threatening 2 Rf8+ and meet¬ 
ing 1... Rxd7 with 2 RfB mate. The 
best defence is then 1... h6 but 
White can still force checkmate 
with 2 Rxg7+! Kxg73Qft>+, e.g.3... 
Kh7 4 Qe?+ KhS S NftiJ ana mate 
follows on move 8. Clearly, taking 
an extra move is no improvement.. 

However. S. Reuben of Twicken¬ 
ham has another suggestion: 1 Re7 - 
KhS O...Rf82 Refi! forces mate) 2 
Qf7 Rg8 (Black, can delay matters 
with 2 .. . Rgl+) 3 Qxg8+ forcing 
mate. 1 Re7 actually forces mate in 
six moves at most, e.g. 1... RS8 2 
Re8Rgl+3Kh3Rxg3+4fxg3RxfiB5 
Qf7+ Kh8 6 QxeB mate. Well done, 
this is one move quicker than foe 
grandmaster. 

Nevertheless, the quickest win 
was spotted by Mr R. Hawes of 
Kent among many others: 1 Qg4 
g6 2 Qh4 leads to mate in five, e.g.-2 
... Rgl*3Kh3Kxg3*4ftg3h55 
Qxd8 mate. Congratulations to all 


Shirov continued 32 e5, met by 32 
. . . dxe5. Mr H. Lang of Kent 
wonders wfcy Black cannot play 32 
... Rxh2* 33 Kxh2 QK4 “mater. In 
fact thisis not mate, for White can 
play 34 Bb3. The backwards move 
of a piece is often hard to spot. . 

•. finally this week, a position from 
foe game CapablancaOraham, 
Newcastle 1919. White has great 
pressure along the open c-file and 
the hl-a8 diagonal. How did he 
combine these two elements. to 
force,a quick win? White to play- 





.. and now may I introduce the donor of your sperm?*’ 


The winning caption for last week's cartoon (above) 
- .. was submitted by A.P.Ridge of York- 


I WORD WATCH i M G 


By Philip Howard 
VEDRO 

a. A primitive periscope 

b. Am of the Veda 

c. A Russian measure 

YETUNG 

a. A yearling heifer 

b. Dilly-dallying - 

c. An iron boiler 

WAYNOUN 

a. A scoundrel 

b. A anonym 

c A travelling man 

ZILLAH 

a. The Lydiqan letter Z 

b. Oomph 

a A district' 

Answers on page 20 


4KQJ10 

+ KQJ 

♦ KQ4 

* KO J 

You were told that neither oppo¬ 
nent has a suit longer than four 
cards. How many tricks can you 
guarantee in a No-Trump contract? 

The problem is based on one 
constructed by Denis Young, who 
originally allowed a defender a 
five-card spade suit. His solution 
places East with all the aces. East 
ducks six rimes (after South plays 
two rounds of spades, and say two 
of hearts and one in each minor); 
then East takes foor aces leaving a 
three-card ending of this type: 


(kranoertaQ 



E *10 
♦ 10 


East cashes the ten of hearts, and 
if South misguesses on each of his 
next two discards he makes no 
more tricks. As foe first squeeze 
card could be in any suit. Young 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


Solution: 2 Rxc6+! Qxcfi 2 Ne7+ 
Rxe7 3 Qxe6+ and wins on 
material. 

Dr Toescu of Birmingham has 
spotted ah interesting alternative: 1 
Ne7+ Qxe7 2 Rxc6+ Rxc6 3 Qxcfi* 
KbS 4 Rcl, where Black, has no 
defence. &g. 4. ..QdS5 QbS* Qb6 
6 Qd7 ana. White wins,. However, 
this is rather slower than foe 
original play, so Capabhnca’s 
tantinuafion is tote preferred. 


WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. ■ 

This position is from die game' 
Mukhametov - Yagupov, Orel 
1994. With his two hisfrops arid 
central pawn mass. Black toD have 
a good game unless White acts 
quickly. In fact, he actetf very 
quickly. What did he play? 

Send your answer on a postcard to 




London Ei 9XN. The first correct 
answer drawn on Thursday will 
win a year’s subscription to the 
Staunton Society, which includes a 
free invitation to the annual dinner 
at Simpson’s-in-foe-Strand. The ■ 
answer will be published next 
Saturday. 


Last week’s solution:! Neg5 (1 Nfg5 
works equally well). 

Last week's wmnen T.W. Spurr, 
Hand Grove, Weftnn. Lincoln. 



THERE ARE big bucks to be made 
taking popular cartoon characters 
from foe small screen and putting 
them into video games for the PC 
But despite potential rich pickings, 
the often cheap and nasty results 
suggest that .franchises are being 
sold off regardless. 

The Simpsons Cutooa Studio, 
from Fax Interactive, is an excep¬ 
tion to foe rule. This lets you pur 
together your own original Simp¬ 
son adventure in an’ electronic 
jigsaw puzzle. . 

'Makn^.a cartoon is a logical 
process. Just select a character and 
drag it around the frame and, as 
you do. it animates a selected 
actfopi such as walking,running or 
looking suitably horrified. Having 
mapped out the various entrances, 
teams and exits your players, at 
any point you can start building up 
the soundtrack with music snatch¬ 
es, sound effects and scores of 
familiar quotes from theSirapsons. 

It i? . the one-liners, by the 
original actors used in the series, 
which adds foe zing. Bart gets most 
entries, including “Hey. died; this 
out man", “You’ll like foe nerd 
rodeo" and foe classic “Bye, I’m off 
to get tattooed". Homer hits indude 
“Ooh, pork rinds", “Watch me arid 
maybe you’ll leam something" and 


“Please, take the boy". Lisa’s 
trumps are “1 weep for the 
male gender”, “How cartocny - 
can you get?" and “Yes, I’m 
going to marry a carrot". 
Mum Marge specialises in a 
selection of trademark 
throaty grunts while baby 
Maggie makes five sucking 
noises. There are another 15 
or so characters from foe 
series to incorporate as well 
as countless backgrounds 
and props. 

. Cartoon studios first ap¬ 
peared about three years ago 
but few run as smoothly as 
this, which comes on dual- 
format Windows and Mac • 
CD-Rom. 

Equally irreverent are 
Beavis and Butt-Head, stars 
of the MTV series, who do not 
fair nearly so wefl in their • 
latest video game appearance, 
Bains and Butt-head in little 
Thmgics.^ Rum Viacom New 
Media, this title and two more due 
soot — Weiner Takes All and 
Calling AD Dorks — are released 
under the “MTV Cheap Clicks" 
badge, which claims, inaccurately 
in this case, that “the best things in 
life are cheap". Each tide sells for 
£9.99, which is £10 too much. 


byTimWapshott 



Make up your own Bait storyline 
in Fox's Simpsons Cartoon Studio 

In Little Thingies, on Windows 
CD-Rom, you play as Beavis or 
Butt-Head in four banal platform 
games. The first is set in a fast-food 
store where you fend off irate 
customers by lugging burgers at 
them, and that is as exciting as it 
gets. Catching falling goods, 
matching pairs and aiming at 
passers-by make up the other three. 

Sold as a multimedia experience 


for younger children is Pink 
Panther's Passport to Peril, 
from Anglia Multimedia. Hie 
stinky fink Panther earned 
his place in cartoon history in 
foe early 1960s, after making 
his debut in the title sequence 
of Biake Edward's film of the 
same name about the hapless 
Inspector Clouseau. fink 
Panther cartoons went a little 
against the grain at the time 
by using highly stylised back¬ 
grounds and impeccable 
scores inspired by Henry 
Manrini’s original Panther 
theme. 

The Pink Panther rheme is 
foe first thing you notice 
missing in this fink Panther 
title, instead the short over¬ 
ture is a poor stab at some¬ 
thing in foe Mancini mould. 
A point and click adventure, 
you must direct the Panther 
through a succession of interactive 
scenes in his bid to save world 
peace. The tide runs sluggishly, 
voice characterisations art de¬ 
tached and. the major achievement 
by the developers, none of the 
original charm of the series has 
managed to dribble into any part of 
the Windows CD-Rom spin-off. 

This is the last chance for any 


calls ft a “Progressive Quadruple 
Pseudo Squeeze", in Young's ver¬ 
sion South can only guarantee six 
tricks. 

In the version set for the Christ¬ 
mas competition, as no opponent 
has a suit longer than four cards, 
die defence's spades must be +4 
and so declarer plays on spades. 
The best the defence can do is in 
win the ace of spades and return 
the suit; declarer cashes ihe rest ol 
the spades, scoring three tricks. 
That reduces foe problem to henv 
many tricks can South make uui of 
his three sets of KQJ. 

I thought that a similar ending to 
Young’s would arise, with declarer 
able to make one more trick than in 
the Young version. However, foe 
restriction on ihe spade length has 
a more severe effect. David Price 
points out that declarer should play 
on just two suits. Say he takes four 
(ricks by playing red suiis twice. 
He now has seven tricks in foe bag. 
and is left with; 

4- *K *KQJ 

Now he plays a dub. if the red suits 
split 2-0 in different hands, there is 
nor the communication for each 
defender to cash two tricks in his 
suit. And if one defender has all the 
aces, he must necessarily also have 
a small dub (because clubs cannot 
be 5-i). and so must concede a club 
at foe end. So the answer is. 
declarer can guarantee eight tricks, 
not seven as 1 claimed in my 
answers on January 4. 

The change in the marking of 
this question makes Joe Merz of 
Norwich the quiz winner, and lie 
gets two magnums of Moet et 
Chandon champagne. Other 
placings are unchanged. 


budding poets out there to enter 
Cyberspace Thirty, which closes 
after first posr on Tuesday, Febru¬ 
ary IS. Star prize is a Polaroid PDC- 
2000 digital camera, worth £2,650. 
The futuristic camera stores up to 
40 24-bit photographs and is folly 
automatic. It works with either 
Mac or IBM compatible PC and 
comes with appropriate software. 
Three runners-up will win Polaroid 
636 CU cameras, each worth £30. 
which take regular pictures. 

To enter, you are invited to write 
a short love poem dedicated to Bill 
Gates, supernova of the computer 
age. You do not have to mean it. 
Your odes should be fresh, inspir¬ 
ing, entertaining and. preferably, 
scan. Send your poems, together 
with your name, address and home 
telephone number, to: Cyberspace 
Thirty, Computer Games and Pas¬ 
times. Weekend. The Times, l 
Pennington Street, London El 
9XN. Normal Times competition 
rules apply and the judges wall not 
enter into additional corres¬ 
pondence. 

“Save money on ergonomic mice 
and keyboards by gently warming 
your existing products in a hot oven 
(gas mark 6, 400F/200C) for three 
to four minutes." Top Tip from 
J. Sendel of Sheffield. 
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The peripheral tights are dued in random order and in a 
special way (clues A to H) leading to an indicator to the 
final entry. The relationship between the indicators and 
limits can be found in appropriate form and place in foe 
grid: these squares should be shaded. 

. Nineteen of the remaining dues contain a misprint of one 
letter in the definition section. The misprints, in sequence, 
spell out an instructive quotation. Other dues are normal. 
Chambers is recommended, but does not give three 
proper nouns, norhatf of foe peripheral lights. 

SPECIAL 

A Fighter frees Norse God 
B Enjoy hot day tanning 

C Major faults hit bed testing 
D Wise men.could solve mystery ; 

E Labour cannot-win yet . 

F • Dashing men-all get one 
G Red fury maybe ending icy spell 
H When slow mist invests 

ACROSS. 

2 See preamble £5) 

6 See preamble (7) 

11 Rupture takes long time abed (8) 

14'' Just Scottish Unionist in bank (4) 

15 FbJe.perhaps returning from space dreutf (6) 

17 Forward (and back) the French take poor Fifer (7) 

20 Character to dDcJnrmagic wheel (5) 

21 . Cart for meals so th^y say (5) 

23 . Disgusting old bachelor leaving the stage © 

25 Tiny piece in plant cut methodically (9) 

26 Mostly covering old moat (4) 

29 Commune goes to work at foe end in gloom (4) 

30 Sanction apparently to rip off goddess (9) - 

34 Hears record of girl lost at the front (5) 


Settle a mess (5) 

Aster's aureole in a segment pi 
Strange items leading to cattle hybrid (?) 
Contrived approval in pupil (6) 

Music store (4) 

White crystal formation old fool found in lake (B) 
See preamble (7) 

See preamble (5) 
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See preamble (7) 

Girl leaves fragment of address (3) 

Kick over traces and give another ran (6) 

Promoted after one'hand (4) 

They speed prematurely to patricians in distress (12) 
It*s a handicap to dress up (4) 

Slow to assimilate hard part of Kant (S) 

Ripe, mostly old and fai (5) 

See preamble (5) 

Pbert centre of serenity (4) 

Haiti part to see (4) 

Smooth core to rugged Hellenic (8) 

Measure to fatten and fortify (8) 

Fag’s expression of joy before annual return (4) 
Game before dawn (4) 

Sort of ramp after path leaves temple (4) 

Hazardous but without question convenient (4) 

See preamble (?) 

Plant.concrete yard (6) 

See preamble p) 

He wrote one about secret hoard (5) 

A hunger in tittle hospital? £) 

Head fascist changing at last (4) 

Passages central to speed (4) 

One who supports at the end Eastern victory (4) 
Head up after day of pain (4) 

Toy tub (3) 


Solution to No 3394 
Angies by RadGraDeg 


A=15, B-19, C=5, D*2S, E-l, F=9. G=3, 
H=7. 1=17. J*4. K-21. L-I3, M-H, N-16. 
0«=23, P-14. Q-24. R-2. S-26, T*6. U=22. 
V»8. W-I0, X-I8. Y-12, Z=20. 


The winner is: A-Green of Hemel 
Hempstead, Hertfordshire 


The five runners-up are: Howard Cudmore 
of Cheltenham. Gloucestershire; Richard 
Levy of Newbury, Berkshire; T.Lockhart of 
Guildford, Surrey; S.Meacock of Winches¬ 
ter, Hampshire; M-White of Malvern, 
Hereford and Worcester 



LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3397 

in association with Walerstone’s 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


Cut out and send the completed crossword and coupon above to The 
listener Crossword No 3397. 63 Green Lane, St Albans. Hertford¬ 
shire AL3 6HE. by Thursday, February 27, 


w 

WATERSTONFS 


KATI NIKI —-I' 


KEUE8MMI ^ 




The winner wiB receive 
a Waterstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up will each 
receive a book token 
worth £10 

W^lersbXK's first opened a bookshop in 1082. anil n»' has a branch in virtually wry 
major town and dty in ihe UK and Ireland- Esdl of iis KKHdd branchr. has ai leu* 
50.000 fills in stock and can order any book currently in print in ihe UK. Out-of-Prim 
Booksearcb. 01SM2 SZZTOO. Mailing Service and Signed First Edhtmn, fll 7rs JJfiSQfr R>r 
your nearest branch cf Watcmone's, call (USl-742.3800. 
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VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 

Hu mtusfre introduce (an agency/or 
people of quality and Integrity 

The Old Brewery, Burford, 
Oxfordshire OX18 4SC 

TkUpkeiu 
01993 824500 

LONDON AND NATIONWIDE 
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: .Are You Single? 

• 

; • Personal & Confidential * Hit-h Calibre Membership 

* • professional Consultants • Quality. Caring -Set i iee 

* • Nationu'uie Company * Free Personal Interview 

* 

\ Call Free On: 

0800 141 141 


Hr DOCTORS • ARCHITECTS • LAWYERS ♦ WRITERS • BANKERS • MUSICIANS ★ 

drawingclow n the moon I 

C — J r\ 



The original personalised 
^ introduction agency 

Est.198^ 

PROBABLY THE BEST AGENCY !N THE WORLD 




Adam & Eve Mews, Kensington 

0171-937 6263 

24 hours 



K. ^ ., 

/j/ ‘ rC •:: 5 ; % 


E R S O N A e i N T R O 0 U C 


V 


jr • jjr 

; “4 stunning success rule... 

Countless long term relationships 

\ i \ 

J ^ ji 

Vi A file of grateful letters and a 

\\ \ j trail full <>f iredding photographs 

: ;h ' 

* l/'.ir-f I v, - -. -Y./soi v? : ' />n ' 
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find yemr ideal 
partJier -u’itli... 


LESLEY 

HUDSON-JESSOP 

(a Professional Headhunter) 

for that trmfypmml 

approach! 

Home interviews and 
professional skills lead to 

mtlnr iwH> IrMrywIrafrinw. 

M« CORRIDOR ft 
CENTRAL LONDON 
01225 482905 


KATHARINE A«-*-EN 

Mid rj 1060 
in 

The Mnriife Bunaa 
Hollar 1m meMoM 
frirJ joJ —."I peruieul 
■if nuih-nuker, 

IS Thaw St. Lf—tan W|M SLD 
Tel: 0171 935 3115 


ENCOUNTERS 
, I the- bet kind pi 


We Put Our 
Heart Into 
binding You 
A Partner 


iaudw 


r~T7q 

* 0171-930 5555 
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RESERVATIONS 


Creating the passport to 
the ultimate relationship 


Alt I nt ervie ws 
conducted personalty 

Tel: 012! 428 3929 
Faic 0121428 3934 

Cheltenham Office 
Tel: 01242 25431! 

London A Nationwide 


GO-KAKT CHAUINQC 
far Ad* — —i Wl 
Sunday 23fd Fabroory 

Far thuds of Ihis and oor 

other flxrfSng rranls cal 

Circles 

-Ms 0181 426 9168 




0171 499 8833 


HELLO! 





uAcnoss eJk ^Poom 

Dhmer andDances 
Cocktail Panics 
Personal’ Jottodoctiods 
Hort* Essex Suffolk 
■ Ask For Brochure 
Cal tt* 03277352742 


DUET 

Personal Introductions 
from a truly individual 
bureau, building an 8 
.years of success in the 

South East. 

For an informal 
discussion 
please contact 

Jenny Jacomb 

01342 317081 



SHO ULD B E 
ADDRESSED TO: 
BOX No:- — 
c/o THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LTD 

P.O.BOX3553. 
VIRGINIA ST. 
LONDON, El 9GA 
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C T» 

Unattached professionals 
in the South & W est 

"" 973 5877 

aa>MO*Hn*Hvn 

D0CSFT>EmK*2nj»*S1MB 


People usually only met 

within the confines of their 

social circle. Dateline is 

the ideal way to expand 

jour borhpns 

For Frek Details with 
N o Obligation Writf To: 

23 Abingdon Rd 
London W8 6AL or Call 

(01869) 324 100 

tM.1966. ASIA mmkr. 


Let Sirius Put 
You in the 
Picture 






r 




If you Sail on a Sunday, 

Marinade on a Monday, Tango on a Tuesday, 
Wine taste on a Wednesday, 

Tee-off one Thursday, Fence on a Friday... 


JTuTi; FT? 1 > i r d fwiw i vW FYlPt m ii iXjgiir^ 


p-^Arru ffln Mfafafl Bmpcrtincw l clcp h ooc fctuw TlicTtawf h** *l«y» been the beat place to med otber 
wbidhls FREE for oaradveitisen. Wbcn you ptaeeywir p*trfe**i«»al people, and our new telephone feanae 
personal ad in Rendezvoot. (pi (he cost of £&25 per line makes h fc«tTand more dSSxtive than ewbeftire.Ymjll 
ndatbOK nmnher chaise of £11.75), yon will receive *till receive portal replica, but now youll also have many 
simple bttUnctiooi on hew to record ywr Use voice more quality respooteaftocq pgr eiry to me. eoafidenhal 
^ haw to nariere rnenaea thii bare been veke mesn^nt lyMem. 
left for you, also Cor free*. 

MEETING PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER! 

SO, DON’T MISS OUT - PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 




* Find 
out more 


about the 


6 W*'' : 


% 1 intelligent person s 
% introduction agency... 
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I \ ‘y : % * " Sirius 

■> % Jortne 

4 ' articulate and 
^ % - well educated, providing 

y. f t ' personal interviews, in-deptF 
. >« % • profiles of potential partners and. 


u 


Cai! tree (24 hrsj on 

f 0300 072 0075 


Ctrt FSJSi’-li 

D.3Cat7l to 10 .30pm - 7 days a week 


of course, complete discretion at all times. J | Q u ■ ; 

before you subscribe, we send you sample ^ '.L Y.. .1 ' S V y 


Even before you subscribe, we send you sample 
profiles of twenty' four potential partners in ycur 
area, individually matched just for you. 


The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 


Call 0171 680 6868 


SPi ;< IAI Ol i TR! 


Uata farther mXlce, when ymi boot jaw adT ai Hre mcu t for 2 coosctudre SatHTdaya yon wBl 
(Hriy be charged £5-75 per line each week and a single Box No. (Surge of £11.75. 

- A 30% Discount For 2 Weeks Advertising! 

For kdp with your copy OH Sylvia Gran on 8171888 8888. Flax: 81714819313 or retain the coupon below. 


lNfk 4 E;„.._ . - -. . 1 Week only □ 2 Weeks 0 

i wmm . • • ....... 

' *__... ..’.JP0STGOOE:.TEl^DAYy. 

« AC^S O YISA Q. AMDRC.Q .CA*» m .... 

EXPIRY DAITEr -.- .SRSNATHWE; . .... ' 

. 
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has been fined—it has turned into a 


legal nightmare. Tony Dawe reports 




The 1937 Aprilia — ntnnberlS off foe Italian production fine— shortly after David Watson bought it in the 1960s. Alter spending more than £7,000 in legal costs, he still awaits its return 


D avid Watson could 
nor believe his eyes 
when he opened 
his monthly maga¬ 
zine from die Lancia Mcflor 
Club. There, at the top of the 
Letters page, was arequest for 
more information about a 1937 
Lancia Aprilia from a man 
who had recently acquired ft 
The classic car was the very 
one Watson had owned and 
loved for 25 years... the car he 
thought was still in a lock-up 
garage awaiting renovation. 

A few telephone calls con¬ 
firmed his worst, fears: the 
Aprilia, number 15 off the 
Italian production line, had 
been stolen, sold to a dealer 
and bought in good faith by 
another enthusiast. 

Watson made, his shocking 
discovery 16 months a®). To¬ 
day. he is still ■ without his 
beloved car., even though foe 
thief has been caught and 
fined. Next month he hopes a 
civil court will order its return, 
but that is not jfcrtain. His 
legal costs haw reached: 
£7,100. ''-i 

The story reveals a serious 
legal loophole which could, 
affect thousands of motorists 
and also undertines police 
reluctance to get involved, if 
civil law can be invoked. 

In a simple world, Peter 
Wilhner, who bought the car, 
■'^vould have been able to dbeck 
That it was his to. acquire 
legally- Similarly,, the police 
could have seized foe car and 
returned it to Watson on dis¬ 
covering it had been stolen 
and he was the official owner. 
Neimer of.these things hap¬ 
pened and it may require legis¬ 
lation to ensure that the story 
is not repeated time and again. 

WatsonS love affair with the 
Aprilia began in his late teens 
and by the time he was 21,-in 
1961, he had acquired a sleek 
midnight blue moleL registry 
tion number DND 500. 

Eventually, the big etid 
went, Watson married and 
looked for a more reliable car. 
Eren though he acquired 


another 1939 Aprilia, FYW 
102 , for spares; the renovation 
continued slowly. Watson and 
his family then moved from St 
Albans to Suffolk, where he 
built a workshop and dreamed 
of completing the restoration. 

Watson already possessed 
the brown log books for both 
cars, but took the trouble to re¬ 
register them at his new 
address with the Driver and 
Vehicle licensing Agency. The 
original Aprilia-semained in a 
rented council garage in St 
Albans with the spares care¬ 
fully arranged on racks. 

‘'When I returned after read¬ 
ing the letter in foe Lancia 
magazine, the car had disap¬ 
peared, the racks were empty 
and ati that was left were a few 
useless bits and an old piano 
which had also been stored 
there." Watson says. 

I t did not take the police 
long to piece together 
what had happened. 
\9fflraer. erf. SotihuD, 
West Midlands, had bought 
foe car from Tancred Barrett, 
a Lanaa specialist of Callow 
HHI near Kidderminster, who 
had in turn bought it from 
David Janes. When inter¬ 
viewed by the police. Janes 
said he he been told he could 
dear the garage in St Albans 
because foe rent had hoc heat 

payments. 

"At foaf. point, amazingly, 
the investigation stopped,” 
Watson says. "Die. Crown 
Prosecution Service, informed 
me that no further action 
would be taken and, although 
West Midlands, police had 
placed an order on the car 



What you want on 
the road ahead 


David Watson: the legal loophole he is caught in could affect thousands of owners if there is no new legislation 


of it no effort had been made 
to return H to me.” 

Watson turned detective to 
disprove Janes’s story, foe 
police reopened inquiries and 
m November last year. Janes 
was found guilty. of stealing 
the car and fined £200. 

The official letter from Hert¬ 
fordshire Mice informing 


Watson of the outcome asked 
him to telephone-“if there is 
any property you are waiting 
to be returned”. 

That should have been foe 
end of the matter, but the case 
had become clouded because 
Willmer had paid Barrett 
thousands bf pounds to contin¬ 
ue tiie restoration and, not 
surprisingly, neither wanted 
-to lose foe money. Both men, 
together with Watson, were by 
then embroiled in a dvfl 


action. PC Mick Jackson of 
Hertfordshire Police says: “If a 
car is reported stolen and we 
find it, we would normally 
undertake to. have it relumed. 
to the owner, but tins proce¬ 
dure.can be complicated by 
dvti action." 

Watson says: *1 have had 
something stolen from me. yet 
I am the one who has had to 
prove sill the points all the 
way. It is scandalous that 
there is no legal obligation on 


a dealer to check up on the 
background of a car.” 

However, as Barratt points 
out “The public has a com¬ 
plete misconception that mo¬ 
tor traders are privy to 
information which is not, in 
feet, available to them ” 

• Neither would the DVLA 
have provided WHimer with 
the information. "The one very 
simple and dear-cut solution 
is for the DVLA to co-operate 
with prospective buyers,” 


WHimer says. “We should be 
able to write to the agency to 


foe registered keeper." 

The agency says it is prohib¬ 
ited from providing this infor¬ 
mation by foe Data Protection 
Act and can only confirm the 
information on its records to 
the registered keeper. The 
agency will give details to foe 
police and holds information 
about stolen and scrapped 


B ritons are more con¬ 
cerned about pollu¬ 
tion than they are 
about congestion on the 
roads and overwhelmingly 
believe dial improving pub- 
tic transport is (he best way 
to tackle both problems, 
writes Alan Copps. 

A majority say they 
would be prepared to pay 
more tax if it was devoted to 
attempts to strive the prob¬ 
lems of pollution and con¬ 
gestion. Up to £2 per week 
was thought a reasonable 
price to pay for better 
transport by 40 per cent 
These are foe main con¬ 
clusions of an opinion poll 
carried out for Car 97 in 
association with Autoglass, 
Britain's leading wind¬ 
screen specialists, as part of 
our continuing debate on 
the future of driving. 

Nearly half of those 
asked said they thought 
that lottery funds should be 
made available to improve 
transport. 

But despite the support 
for better public transport 
few gave mud) consider 
ation to changing foe way 


cars. Similar data, based on 
insurance and leasing com- 

r y records, can be accessed 
a fee by vehicle tracking 
firms such as HPL This is not 
however, a fool-proof system. 

In the Aprilia case, Willmer 
bought foe car before Waison 
realised it had been stolen and 
thousands of other examples 
exist of cars being left off foe 
stolen register. 

"Somebody has to be the 
loser in these situations,” says 


in which they make jour¬ 
neys to work. 

Of the main parties, 30 
per cent supported Lab¬ 
our's transport policies, 25 
per cent those of foe Gov¬ 
ernment and 10 per cent 
those of the Liberal 
Democrats. 

There was very little sup¬ 
port for foe building of new 
roads. But a majority also 
opposed foe efforts of pro¬ 
testers such as those who 
recently had to be cleared 
from underground tunnels 
on the route of foe A30 in 
Devon. 

However, 5 per cent of 
respondents correctly 
named "Swampy" as the 
leader of foe protesters. 
Onty half as many could 
name Sir George Young, 
Secretaiy of State for Trans¬ 
port. and only one person 
from the sample of 1,024 
correctly named Andrew 
Smith. Labour’s transport 
spokesman, and David 
Chidgey, the Liberal Demo¬ 
crat spokesman. 


Mike Watkins, the AA*s bead 
of legal advice. "The few 
makes it clear that foe inno¬ 
cent purchaser has to return to 
the car to foe rightful owner 
and will then have to go back 
through the chain to fry and 
recover his money." 

Willmer accepts the pos¬ 
ition. “My dream is that 
Watson gets his car back and I 
get my money bad: from foe 
dealer." Only the civil courts 
can deride if that will happen. 
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Expert verdicts on every new car 
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As with the vicar who was against sin, the Tories, Labour and the Lib Dems t hink road congestion is a temb l e thing and something ought to be don 
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I n the past three weeks politi¬ 
cians from each of the main 
parties have ser out in Car 97 
a kind of manifesto for trans¬ 
port. explaining huw they would 
reduce congestion, deal with vehi¬ 
cle polliirion and transfer more 
traffic from road to rail. There are 
several common threads running 
through these a nicies, notably an 
absence of detail and costing. 

There is also a large degree of 
unity: as with the vicar who was 
acainst sin. the Conservatives. 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats 
think road congestion is a terrible 
thing and something ought to be 
done about it. But 1 have now read 
ail their words at least twice and 
am unclear as to what exactly they 
are proposing, let alone what it 
would cost. 

So far as can be discerned, the 
main weapons all three parties will 


DRIVEN TO 
DISTRACTION 



Peter 

Barnard 


deploy are the platitude and the 
cliche. These devices are the red 
cones of the transport debate, in 
that they pepper the landscape as 
far as the eye can see, often to no 
appparent purpose. Andrew 
Smith, for example, said that 
Labour would "open real choice in 


transport” and make public trans¬ 
port alternatives "accessible, reli¬ 
able and convenient". 

Now Mr Smith’s party is likely 
to be in power come May!. short of 
the entire Shadow Cabinet being 
caught in flagrante with the Spice 
Girls (though that could boost 
their youth vote). But there is no 
word as to how real choice would 
be opened, or how public transport 
would be made more convenient 

The reason is obvious. There is 
no public transport because the 
Tories have sold it So is Labour 
going to schedule buses and trains 
and impose these schedules on the 
owners of bus companies and die 
railways? Is Labour planning to 
start its own bus company? wni 
London commuters find them¬ 
selves ferried along the Thames 
courtesy of that famed former 
seaman. Captain Prescott? 
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We are not fold. Interestingly, 
Mr Smith goes into some detail on 
a single matter, using technology 
to tell drivers where the jams are 
so that they can take avoiding 
action. Mr Smith spends nearly a 
third of his article on this matter, 
surely an admission that there is 
little chance of shifting traffic off 
the roads so we might as well give 


drivers more information and let 
them get on with it. 

Don Foster of the liberal Demo¬ 
crats is no less prone to platitudes, 
but does have one good idea. He is 
surely right that the tax benefit on 
company cars is absurd when 
there is no tax relief on workers 
using public transport But his 
view that large cars should pay 


more vehicle excise duty than 
smaller ones, a differential to be 
financed by an increase of 45p oh 

a litre of petrol, is seriously flawed 

For one thing, most owners of 
large cars can afford the commen¬ 
surate costs. For another, yet more 
duty on fuel punishes everyone, 
especially elderly and low income 
people living in rural areas where 


cars are essential. Is Mr Foster 
going to provide a bus for my 
hamlet of 15 houses? 

And so the Tories. Transport 
Secretary Sir George Young is also 
prone to platitudes, and of course it 
is fee present Government that 
has given up much of its influence 
over public transport by selling it 
But Sir George at least recognises 

that fee car is endemic and that the 

notion of a ban an all new road 
building is plain lunacy. 

And on one matter he has an 
unlikely bedfellow in Mr Raster. 
Both believe that more of the 
dedsion-making on transport 
should be at local level, rather than 
officials from the Whitehall mono¬ 
lith deciding whether Great Chok- 

ing-und er- Fumes should get a 
bypass. But half fee councils in the 
country could pass a road scheme: 
who raises the money, and how? 

One must not be churlish: the 
poiitidans who wrote for Car 97 
understand the issues and recog¬ 
nise fee scale of fee problem. Buz 
they ask more questions than they 
answer and fear words take me 
back to what I have said before; 
only motorists can really solve the 
problem, by abandoning cars for 
some journeys in favour of a bus to 
the station and a train to work. 

Seepages 


Japan’s year of the diamond 


• LONDON 

M4 J1-2 Major modes and M 


O n the outside, it 
looks like any other 
Toyota, but it bris¬ 
tles with technology 
which could make it the safest 
car in the world. There is a 
warning system which sounds 
if the driver gets too drowsy, 
automatic headlamp adjust¬ 
ment. a system ro see around 
“blind” comers, a navigation 
system and fire alarm. 

Then there is an automatic 
braking system to stop fee car 
ploughing into the one in front 
plus an airbag in the bonnet to 
protect pedestrians. 

The experimental car is 
being evaluated in Japan now 
but the gadgets could be 
available by the turn of the 
century, says Toyota. That 
promise could be dismissed as 
just another from a carmaker 
which has devised technology 
which never seems to appear 
in the showrooms. 

But Japan s biggest carmak¬ 
er spends more on research 
than any other and boasts it 
can have a car from drawing 
board ro metal in an astonish¬ 
ing 18 months. So if it derides 
to introduce something like 
automatic braking. Toyota can 
have it on assembly lines in 
months rather than years. 

This is the bOth anniversary 
of Toyota, which makes the 
business a relative youngster 
beside the pioneering names 
in motoring. Yet the company 
is now a colossus, making 
more than 3 million cars a 
year in Japan and more than 1 
million in 25 countries around 
rhe world, including Britain. 

The company has a reput¬ 
ation for conservatism but 
when it decides to invest, it 
spends serious money, as fee 
L r K plants ar Bumastan, Der¬ 
byshire. and Deeside, North 
Vcales. can testify'. Toyota has 


Kevin Eason on 
the carmaker 
whose founder 
rivalled the 
achievements 
of Henry Ford 


MARQUE 
OF THE MONTH 


<s& 


’I OYO'l A 


spent £1 billion on the car 
factory ar Bumaston and the 
Deeside engine plant and 
pledged to double output of 
cars wife the addition of fee 
Corolla model to the Carina E 
already produced here. 

Toyota will be exporting 
around three-quarters of out¬ 
put. with mainland Europe the 
main target And it is not just 
cars which will be big export 
earners, for Deeside sent 
around 16,000 complete en¬ 
gines ro Turkey in 1995 and 
another 35.000 engine blocks 
and crankshafts back to Japan. 

However, the company’s 
veiled warning to the Govern¬ 
ment recently that prevarica¬ 
tion over whether Britain joins 
the single currency could af¬ 
fect investment here should 
not come as a surprise. Toyota 
came to fee UK because of its 
access to the key European 
markets as much as for rela¬ 
tively cheap labour and an 
efficient and enthusiastic 
workforce. A Britain outside 


Europe would be no use to any 
Japanese carmaker. 

Inside Europe, Toyota will 
probably start production of a 
third model at Bumaston by 
fee end of fee oentury. a 
replacement of the Starlet 
mini, to raise production to a 
potential 1 360.000 cars a year 
and make Toyota as big a 
manufacturer in this country 
as Vauxhall. 

The investment is a fitting 
chapter in fee history of a 
company whose formation 
was inspired by Britain. The 
Toyoda family was in fee 
weaving and textiles business 
until Kiichiro Toyoda trav¬ 
elled to England in 1929to sign 
a deal for a new automatic 
loom. He liked fee loom — but 
he liked potential of fee car 
better. At the time. Ford was 
making[5 minion cars a year in 
fee United States; car owner¬ 
ship in Japan was just 80,000, 
almost all imports. 


T oyoda ser aside a cor¬ 
ner of his factory for 
engine design tart it 
was not until 1935 his 
prototype Al, an aerodynamic 
33-lirre saloon, was produced 
and not until August 1937 that 
the Toyota Motor Company 
was established, ready to 
make 1,500 cars a month. 

Kiichiro toured the plant 
himself, often getting covered 
in oil, but devising the system 
that would revolutionise the 
industry — just-in-time deliv¬ 
ery. so that his factories did 
not need to carry expensive 
stockpiles of parts. Thar sys¬ 
tem is now used by just about 
every carmaker and Toyota 
theories for manufacturing 
are now thought as epoch- 
making as those of Henry 
Ford, a remarkable tribute to 
the man and fee company. 



closures in both directions. 
A306 Hammersmifo Bridge 


Ml Hendon area. Major works, 
no access Al. 

A30 Hounslow. Single alternate 
lane traffic on Staines-Rood. 
A406 Upper Edmonton. Major 
works. 

•SOUTH-EAST 

M4Q J la-2. Roadworks with 

contraflow. 

M27 J8-10. Roadworks with 
contraflow. 

A303 Andover. Off-peak clo¬ 
sures and fuU overnight lane 
closures. 

M2 .E-6. Inside lane and hard 
shoulder dosed. 

M25 J6-10. Restrictions and 
lane closures. 

• SOUTH-WEST . 

A35 Christchurch bypass. Lane 
closure. 

MS J13. Major works, only one 
lane. 

M5 J17-20. Contraflow across 
Avonmouth Bridge. 

A303 Andover. Off-peak lane 
closures and foil overnight 
closures between A3057. and 
A343. 

A368 between.Sandford and 
Banwefl. Works and temporary 
tights. 

• MIDLANDS AND 
EAST ANGLIA 

A38 south of Derby. Southern 
bypass construction. 


AS near Ml, 424. Roadworks 
and contraflow. 

Al. Great Ponton. Lane 
closures. 

A500 Stoke; contraflow. 

A134 Sudbury; single lane. 

M5 J2. Major works, 

• NORTH 

AIM J63.50mph speed limit 
M53 J2. Only one lane. 

Ml J34-35. Down to two lanes 
with 50mph limit. 

Ml J47. Major works with lane 
closures. 

• SCOTLAND 

A937 Montrose. Works and 
restrictions in both directions 
on HSJsfde. 

M8 J2. Lane closures on 
roundabout 

AB Princes Street Edinburgh 
dosed Eastbourtd. 

A92 Tay Road Bridge. Works 
and lane dosioes. 

A90 between Errol and St 
Madoes. One lam. 

A77 Symington. Southbound 
lane dosed just north of the 
BogendToU. 

• WALES 

A482 Upper Aberaeron Bridge 
closed. 

A48 Carmarthen; Temporary 
fights and lane restrictions. 

A48 between Langstone and 
Penhow. Temporary lights. 
A4076 Milford Haven. Tem¬ 
porary lights. 

A472 Contraflow between 
Pontymoae and the Heron 
Roundabout 


Toyota can have a new device on the assembly lines in months rather than years 


AUTOFAX by David Long and Us Evans 
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VW’s Mexican resistance 


■ VOLKSWAGEN is warning feat it does not approve of 
Beetles imported from Mexico. The company says that South 
American versions do nor meet European regulations, although 
they can enter Britain as personal imports. 
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■ BRIAN Rossiter found a presidential note in his £22J300Jeep 
Cherokee, the two millionth off the production line. The 
Aberdeen oilman found a message in his glovebaxfrozn GeneM. 
Smith, a Chrysler worker, who described how Bill Clinton had 
sat in Brians Jeep at fee plant in Toledo, Ohio, and enclosed a 
newspaper cutting with an account of the visit 

■ THE PRICE of a driving test is up 1 from £28.50 to £31 from 
April I. the first increase for two years. But the AA warns that all 
new drivers have to spend £15 on fee theory test as well. 


TOYOTA AUTHORISED 


W.R, DAVIES LTD 

CSr) TOYOTA 
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Crilea CTi 01483-23043 



DON'T MISS OUT 
CALLUS FOR YOUR NEXT TOYOTA DEAL! 
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NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 01785 227217 


Quality used cars 
N 1 H| City of London 
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Vaughan Freeman on a rounda bout solution to a couple’s parking problems 

Cars that 


go 
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A Heath Robinson- 
style cross between a 
titanic hi-fi turntable 
and an outsize Lazy 
Susan — the sort of thing 
usually seen rotating on the 
table in a Chinese restaurant 
— is the answer to Alec 
Wheeler’s parking difficulties. 

It may not be up to Euro- 
Disney proportions, and no 
youngsters would be prepared 
to queue hours to enjoy the* 
ride, but the ingenious 
personalised roundabout has 
finally solved a problem that 
has plagued Alec for more 
than 20 years. 

Alec and his wife, Juliet, 
keep a classic all-white Tri¬ 
umph Stag convertible, a VW . 
Golf and a Hat Panda, in their 
garage, a converted bam at 
their home ui the historic and 

beautiful East Sus- __ 

sex village of 
Ditehling. Despite 
the quaint appeal 
of the village, at the 
foot of tiie South 
Downs, Ditchjing 
is not impervious 
to rush-hour traffic 
as motorists pour 
through an their 
way to and from 
surrounding main • 
roads. At weekends - ~ 

and during holidays car- 
bound sightseers swell the 


It was 
cheaper 
than 
moving 
house 


the answer. It goes at a 
leisurely one revolution per 
minute, via a system of hy¬ 
draulics and a Tbryiene drive 
belt It is passible to motor 
nose-first straight off the road 
and on to the drive, then on to 
the turntable. Either a. remote 
control device similar to that 
firoan a television set op a wall- 
mounted button is then used to 
operate tfie turntable and turn 
it through ISO deg ress so that 
the car is faring the right way 
to drive cut into the road 
again. 

- - Alec, a retired dentist, says: 
**I had tiie idea of installing a 
turntable 23 years ago. but for 
some reason I got the mea¬ 
surements wrong and thought 
there would not be enough 
room between the walls.'’ 

Two years ago, when a fresh 
set of measure¬ 
ments were taken, 
it was realised that 
the . idea would 
work, and the 
Wheelers set about 
finding their turn¬ 
table. Step forward 
Brian Booker at tite 
Alresford, Hamp¬ 
shire-based Car 
Parking Solutions. 
A circular pit was 
dug and thetumta- 


traflic, making matters even 
more difficult for the locals. 

All of winch presents severe 
problems for all residents, in 
the village, none more so than 


ble positioned, mounted an 15 
seafed-forlife .bearings. The 
whole thing sits flush to the 
ground, and is powered by an 
electric motor sunk into the 
garage floor. The total cost of 
around £7,000 1 was alotcheap- 


fortfreVVheeters^Theentranpe^ er;■ than -moving, house says 
to their drive , and garage is Alec. 


1tOAnOK 


!*.■ 


w ft 


directly on tile High Street' 
Their drive is about 70ft long, 
but because it is narrow ana 
fined on both sides by brick 
walls, it would be impossible 
to do a three, four or even 
eight-point turn. . 

The result of this accident of 
architecture has long been that 
the Wheelers can either drive 
their cars into their garage 
nose first, but then have to 
reverse down the drive and 
backwards across a stream of 
traffic, or bah the traffic, and 
trickily reverse off the road 
and into their drive. 

Now a motorised, lift diam¬ 
eter steel turntable has proved 


“The Stag' is 'our longest car 


stag i 

al about 13rt and there is 9ins 
fo spare. We didn’t fed it was 
an extravagant amount of 
mopty, and if we do ever 
deride to move, we fed the 
turntable will make it easier to 
seU. My wife usually opposes 
afl of my gadgets, but she 
thinks this is marvellous.” 

It does not take long appar¬ 
ently to get the “fed" of driving 
an the turntable, and knowing 
wheriafi four wheels are on it 
and the car in place, before 
starting the slow 180 degree 
tour. 

Booker says: “Apart from it 
bring an offence » reverse out 



Alec Wheeler and Iris turntable: “My wife usually opposes all of my gadgets, but she thinks this is marvellous' 


on id a classified road, the last 
thing anyone wants to do is to 
back out from their drive into 
traffic when It is raining or 
their children are kicking up 
in the back.” 

As well as powered turnta¬ 
bles, Car Parking Solutions 
also builds manual versions 
costing from £4,000. With 


these, the car is driven on. but 
instead of a motor, the owner 
has to hop out and push the 
car round by hand, which is 
not as daunting an operation 
as it might sound. 

“It only takes a force of 
around 30Ibs to start the 
turntable revolving with a car 
on it, and once it is moving a 


force of only lOlbs needs to be 
applied to keep it going,” says 
Booker. 

At so slow a speed, dje 
turning car does not have the 
chance to build up unstoppa¬ 
ble amounts of energy, which 
means that if the vehicle 
bumps up against anything or 
apyone it will be brought to a 


halt without doing any dam¬ 
age to itself or anything thai is 
in its way. 

“We have installed them in 
London, York, Winchester, 
Guernsey, Banbury and Bris¬ 
tol," says Booker. “They work 
really well." 

Car Parking Solutions: 01962 
7X0)6. 



Midland Auto Trader Four-Wheel Drive Day: an opportunity to discover your car’s capabilities off the road and have fun at the same time 


Car9Ts mudlark of a reader offer 



Still a chance to 


get off the road 


a. 

V THERE is still plenty of time provided by Marshalls of Pe- 
for Car 97 readers to win a day tatorough- The prize also 
» outin the glorious mud of East includes accommodation for 
Anglia, even if you don't own a two +**** 


four-wheel-drive -vehicle* 

I yerites Alan Copps. The Mid¬ 
land Auto Trader Four- 
^/hed-Drive Day, on March 
is one of the best-orgarused 
and enjoyable events of its 
kind. 

ivs open to anyone who 
owns an offroad vehicle, but 
we are offering one lucky 
reader the chance fo take part 
a brand new Land Hover.. 


tn 


_ and .dinners on both 

Friday and Saturday nfoht at 
the Haycock Hotel in 
Wansford. Peterborough, 
starting point for the specially- 
prepared .route designnl to 
test both driver and vehicle. 

The--off-road experience in¬ 
cludes Steep and rough, lull 
dimhs, narrow guHeys and 
deep water pits, but in right 
■years of. use no yehicte has 
suffered tfetmage. The idea is 




WHEEL 

DRIVE 


i > v 


Saturday 1st March 1997 



THE HAYCOCK 



-VKIIMUMUW— 


to give the 4*4 owner a true 
picture of his car’s capability 
toasafe, qff-rpad environment 
under expert supervision and. 
to provide an entertaining and 
rewarding day out ax the .same 

time. Fhimfies are welcome. 

The event will also include a 
blindfold driving section, a 
reversing competition, ar¬ 
chery, ;.day pigeon -shooting 


and other fun events. It is nor 
competitive, bat there wili be 

awards for the best efforts. 

Marshalls will explain the 
object of each exercise and 
give advice. There's plenty of 
water around the course, but 
the aim is to avoid drowning 
engines and send drivers 
away with enough knowledge 

to get themsdws or others out 


of trouble should they evcr 
need to use their vehicles in 
earnest 

To enter our competition 
simply answer this question: 
In what year was the first 
Land Rover unveiled? 

Send your entry to Off-Road 
Drive, Car 97. The Times, 1 
Pennington Street; London El 
9XN. Closing date is February 
20. The winner will be drawn 
from all correct entries. Usual 
competition rules apply. 

If you're not lucky enough to 
win but have your own four- 
wheel-drive. contact Cranium 
Communications, 5 St Peter's 
Street, Stamford. Lincolnshire 
PE9 2PQ (01780 66966}. Send a 
cheque for £95 to the above 
address to cover participation 
for a driver and co-driver. The 
cost includes dinner for both 
at the Haycock Hotel at 
Saturday. (Hosing date for 
paid entries is February 25. 


That’s £18,300. 
Gold bullion 
will do nicely 


Kevin Eason finds a car firm that 


avoids exchange rate complications 



The Martin: deep-down instincts of an English sports car 


F or car buyers confused 
by the row over ecus, 
exchange rates and the 
abolition of the pound, one 
British company has devised a 
tuneless solution — pay in 
gold. Marlin Engineering is 
inviting customers to forget 
about currency exchanges and 
offer to pay for its handmade 
sports cars in gold bullion. 

The novel answer to confu¬ 
sion over the future of the 
pound is yet to catch on, but 
the company, based in Credi¬ 
tor!, near Exeter in Devon, has 
already circulated foreign 
buyers telling them float the 
world's oldest item of ex¬ 
change will do nicely. The 
current cost of a Marlin 
Hunter sports car is about 
£18300 — or 87 ounces of gold 
at current rates. 

Terry Matthews, who owns 
Martin with her husband, 
Mark, says: “We have had so 
many worries over currency 
exchange and now the confus¬ 
ing derate over the future of 
the pound is causing even 
more concern for s nail com¬ 
panies like ours. 

“We heard concern from 
people we met in the United 
Stales and derided there must 
be a way around all of this 
confusion, which is why we 
derided to value the cars in 
gold. Wherever you are in the 
world, grid has a recognised 
market price and we will 
accept grid as weD as curren¬ 
cy from now on." 

Martin’s ten craftsmen 
make about 30 cars a year 
with about a dozen sent 
overseas as for as Australia, 
Italy, Canada and the US as 
exports. The 2 plus 2-seater 
Hunter is based around Ford 
components with chassis and 
bodywork a combination of 
glass fibre, aluminium and 
steel, which means the Hunt¬ 
er weighs in at just 750 
kilogrammes. 

Driver and passenger are 
protected by rifling deep in 
the safety cell of the semi- 
monocoque frame while there 
are also three-point seat belts. 
Engine is the Z-titre Ford puts 
into its Escort RS2000, al¬ 
though Marlin can instal a 


modified Rover V8 for extra 
oomph. The Hunter is to be 
joined later by a new BMW- 
powered two-seater, also cost¬ 
ing about £ 18,000 and in the 
tradition of bespoke British 
sports cars, as the company 
sets its rights on expansion. 

Terry adds: “Of course, we 
have no idea whether people 
will take us up on our Idea, 
but we hope h shows that we 
are an enterprising company 
which is prepared to take time 
and trouble and think up new 
ways of doing business; With 
nobody seeming to know 
what will happen to our 
currency, we need something 
relatively stable in our fives. 
We lived with a gold standard 
for centuries and that is good 
enough for us." 


B ecoming established 
though is a struggle for 
tiny carmakers in Brit¬ 
ain. Terry and Mark bought 
Marlin four years ago; even 
though Martin was in busi¬ 
ness for 16 years before that, it 
was Ifttie known and the 
couple set about braiding an 
image which wifi appeal to 
thosedeeprtown instincts mo¬ 
torists stfll have for a tradi¬ 
tional English sports car. 

“We have had customers 
cancelling an order for a 
Lotus Ellse to buy a Hunter 
and a lot of people turn to us 
instead of buying a Morgan.” 
says Terry. "But it is difficult 
for a small company to get the 
word out that we are here.’’ 



Terry Matthews: “Gold has 
a market price everywhere” 



PIKMM tor a fraa quota matoteya flam-Spm, Saturday tMm-2pm. a written credit 
quotation Is avaUabfs on request. Motor insurance not avaBabte In Northern Ireland. 
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The most advanced forecourt in the world. 


For more information about the Altai Approved Used Car Prog ram me cal; 0345 599 777. 
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FOUR WHEEL 
DRIVE WANTED 



IVER, BUCKS 

Tel: 01753 650909 Fax: 01753 651019 






».VW(KK .»;0 


1.9. Mauritius Bine, Tan 
lthr, Z alloys, air coo. 
available march, £25,950. 
(Work) 01483 472200 or 
(Borne) 01344 876690 


SUNBEAM 

Tiger 260 

Hrt<9 aetog »^gV8.SRft 

eiZSMcmo 

0151 6455678 (WK) 
- 01513364593 

(after 7-OOpm) 


httd9rr» i : ^ l 7.'.r r > ■? 



Estate; Mrs. 
Volcano/Black leather. 6 
speed, cliasic control, CD, 
Audi alarm. 37.QQQ miles. 
01462 422999(0) or 
01462 816500fli) 




A4 


1 . 8 SE '95M. Met 
Ruby , 24k, FSH, 
climate, alloys. 
£16.750 ovno. 

Td: 0973135747. 


CABRIOLET 

95N in excellent 
condition, 1 lk. dark 
blue, power bood A 
CD. £2 l^Oa 

TeL 0181983 0695 
post 7pm 


3251 


CStnoiet. 93L. wo. «anaad b& 
mwaiiy wdti Sfta pey ieatber. 
Wk hooJ. X xpete aOoys. btotd 
■aartim. adj dec from seats, mo 
seeed hold. aboB. Sony CD txH 
loader. FSHLaWmb. 
iamBcnbee. £24300. 

01344843417. 


IMMINENT 

Delivery 

Mia — i r aw—d 

RHDZ3. 

Very high sp TJ fl ckWr v. 
£35000 
noUn wwwre . 

Phone Nfck on 
0181 6425221. 


EXCLUSIVE CLASSIC CARS 
IMTC) 

ETTPE.tfM19WM.Hbr 

iwnf_aa«o 

VW BEETLE1300 TOW Otmp. 
Uft U j ad y w l ar.. . -Q.995 

CtaPonteMOrOtaeOn 
t+fMxsnes/Pf&i 
EtMLtMwaun 




GALAXY 

2.8. P rts, 7 seater, Reori 
Red, 3,500 miles. 

extended warranty, lots 
ofextras, 

£ 22,000 

01603 506988 


DRIVING TUITION 



BMW WANTED 


750iAL 

P reg,tik. Orient Bloc/Saad 
Beige Nappa/Bloe pipuJg. 4 air 
bags. Top tfi-fi. I phones. 
Tracker. Traffic Master, rear 
seat peck, clause alloys. PaB "97 
spec. £65k 

01306627480 


ALFA ROMEO 



GTV 

Luso. 1996. l&uber. 

air cod. CD. 
metallic Wacfc 6K. 
£24*00. 

01788 544983 


ZAGATO 

Convertible 

Alfa RZ. only 1 of ZOO 
manufactured woridwida 
and available to the UK. 
2kxro. 

Tel: 0171 5845822. 


QUATTRO 


(210bhp) 

86 , immacaluts car, 
FSH. £8.700. 

01273 737395/ 
882756. 


ALFA ROMEO 


December* 93 L.amo, 
Canv. 28k. Samoa Woe. 
alarmed. FSH. pri plate, 
immac, £22,000. 

TeL 01777 228252 


WAITING LIST’S-WHY WAIT? 

Porsche, Mercedes, BMW, 
MGF, Lexus Coupes 
plus Others. 

Enquiries to Andrew on 

0421 926002 or Fax: 0181 426 5922 



Wanted 

525 or 530 SE 

AUTO TOURING 
todorSyrtoid + FSH 
lAwmPeege 
Tap Prices Paid 

01636 613302 
01427 881052 
01623 658034 


IVTIi i'dlUT, 



golf on 

1800cc 

Campaigns 


E2 r 50Qomo. 
01458 850230. 



RUN OF THE 


FERRARI 


munsM too mam sec 

tod/ Bata kwW GOttwxm- 
Qiai TMSo&AJVOSS 760606 j 


CALEDONIA LINCOLN * 01522 536302 


36P Alia 1M 24 TSStqar. Gann Bha. Aloys, SmoikClSmS 
96P Alfa 15S2J) TS lev. Run. Spcrts Pack Swwxd-Cl W3S 

96N Alfa 145 l.SL,ABa Rad. ABoys. Body KJ-—01X995 

96N AMa 1461£, Dak auo, Aloys. «£-WW 

890 dflk 16410 Lana,MaMcBta-——... - BW 


C.c. COOK. ROCHDALE *01705 33222 


1 66P «fa1M2ilTOp«rkSuperLuasa,U« ft*tt»»n_£1A9»5 

96P Alfa 1451£UMefafc Hite fates, ABS- 

-..C114H 

96P Alfa 145 l£L.CarlJtioan Grew. ABS- 

—£11£96 

98P Alfa 146 111. Metefc BOKkMi,ABS- 

— £11,496 

95N Atta 1461J, Alta Bed. AloytSumwl- 

-£9595 


“Only an Alfa Romeo Auto Expert 
Deafer can offer you an approved 
used Alfa Romeo with guaranteed 
peace of mind. For your nearest 
Dealer ring 0800 719000." 


♦'£ 'So-, vVa-ran:/. ♦Fu" AA Covsc 
♦V5.V;:'s ‘/lessee Ci-SLv 
♦35 Po o' Cneck. ♦30 Day £xci'oV.%>;- PAr. 
♦F.i 6 Sarvice. ♦ r u-:.V Va^sd. 


FERRARI 
246 GT 

ftad, FAwvtaecX hmeomt. 

. ExTriacraatcar, 

PRICED TO SALE: 

£35£0Q. 
01494 465030(w) 
01494447041(h) 


What price 
safety? 

Vcv. cai': r,cccme j:’ 3 dvenc« f i 
■r/J.yii-.i>y n:o ;orc\c !, i*. OS ' 5 
Dr'vs Lviin g r es;0i ar-U 
0.115 hcsnoiit \ fro"*, lower 

noi - v’:C5 ap;: r.OirTS 

For A:ni‘--:r infor-.-: 2 ? ir.n anci 

0 f y. 7 i.: Local IAIYI Group 

retun- ins coupcn freepost 


LAM: ItMpnt SWt965.359 Chiswick Ifigh 8d, London. W448B. 

Tat 8181-994 4883 Fax Htt-SMSMB m vnmmmdi 




^or 0 R\^ 


ERIC ASHK0LE. SWANSEA ■ 017S2 794961 


REG VARDY. SrOCK=ORT - 0161 450 G66S 


9EP AtolMZOTTSparKBkJa.1 Ownnr, FSH.Afcys_£1A8B5 

96 P Mb74S1A.BoaoGwt,10wr»r.fSH.-MBfl9S 

05H Ada 145 lit. Rad. 1 Omar. CO.SurwoaL AtopL_CTtX«5 S6P AKa 18* Sopar3A BWc.— 

9SM AKa 1451A Red-tSH. PAS, knmdatear-ESL435 96N AHaltet-IA \Wm.ABS_ 

ML AHa 331.7k. lOwwr.FSK.-CS^flS 88« AI&T« JA4ta*c&aao-^ 


SAN 5!?.C. WELLING * 0131 203 567S 


MP Mt SpUmzn Um&mn, Lmo fte*. Mjs. OL_ £2)^05 

9BP A8i GTV 2JI, Mai U^k Star, Lnao-E22498 

BSP Mk 148 7flftVH8ra«y.l Own-CI44* 

BS> A8a1452j0Ownta.Plal.1OWW-—^-£13485 

95H Jldb 1461J, flfcHad) Owwbt. - i m . ~ . -r-B* 


STSPLiKG MOTOR GR0U= :RSW;CH • OUTS oSCSCl 


991 /UbWUl8iita(ktt4fcg*AB&HmBk4tem-_E1MB 

B6N JUk14eL1ABrkhallnUBB«cGi«y-£■» 

SSL A 81 tSS Uaso, Mk Green. Sports Padt-88495 

82J Alfa 18420 LLumd,M« Grey-£7485 

90H Afc»1^19v0V.Ste»M«I.PSK20reiaB-£A385 


STREAMLINE. MOSECAVBE • 0:524 252263 


S8N AtfalWiOStar.ajaEkcmc. Stood-OM» 

I 96P AOalSSZjOlkln^toK ** Pad.SportsPadu.nij85 

04^85 am Atla IK U7V«in Spark, Star V4to.Sun»cc(—_ Cl 1,495 

.SSflOS am AKalttttZftLAn&Grey.MrCorettorlno-£11,495 

-£8485 98N Alfa 14514L,Bte*.Aloys.RearSpcter.-_f*9BS 


FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 


E0WARDS, EPSOM-01372 744444 


MANGO LET SI. KNDTSFORO * 01 S6S 722S99 


V/ESTOVER. BOURNEMOUTH - 01202 52222S 


96N Alta OfTV 10 Tkin Spirit ASafled.Afaja.ABS-. £19^95 98N AAa GTV Luna, Rod. Snoot-E22A95 am AlfaSpfcfaraflTTSISV, Ala Rad Lump PaeJc_ £2*485 

^ _ 98 P Alta 164 SoparLxmo. Choice kem_£15495 96P AHaG7V2J0TtS1Bv.Had.U«SDPac*. SIR—CSA9S 

99/ Atta 155ZfllkkSpark,Spwt StarWrtB... .01^95 ^ _ __ 

93L Atta 184Oawrtate,Back.Tatkafaer-C14495 96N Alta 145Clovailaaf, Me*Grey, Stxuac*-£13^98 

96N Alb 145 IBv.JJWPrCTC fled. Afcy Wheels-£10495 ^ Wte1S5M tev.M«SBW*WWe.SuniOC/-_CT249S 96P Atta 148020 TTSpstk ISr, Met Rad, AC-£1*485 

96N ABJl4tL5 door, Mrta5c Bed. Aloy Wheats_£10495 91H AKaSpidar IDRHO, Tm»*rt)r.Ch 0 CH 0 tcT*te-EtiSaS 991 Alta 155 OOTKpark 16*. Mat Star Whte-£1*485 


> 

% r* 


Sk 


MARN, READING • 01 734 SCSC0S 


9H1 AKa 164 UTISpMSeptrLsaM, Genoa 6kjaiMcgd-£10A95 9«N Alfa GTV Luaao, «d BX».SUTOCl- BI&6 

96P Atta 1SSOOUStmk.AfaRed.SporisPate.ASS.—£14^85 gjn Altai4S2JQCtowrtnfWartumGrey-£1*995 

96N AteieeiAtMotaBcProreaRadABays-£l*B95 _ „ r ... .. 

___ 9«»l Alfa 155*5 V6. Ada Red; GrvWwar.Aaoys.ABS.n03K 

96P Alta 146L, BUCK AJIoys, ElSmooL Bo«Spci*«f-E11995 

96P AHm1451£L,MgtakJB.A8S I BKPn(tVWn*MS_£11^K 88K Ato1Ma5U«n.ekekA8&SlRA9By».1«)tar_X/3K 


RIVIERA. ALPEFTON - 0131 503 SSl 1 


Ala Spldar Loaaa, M« AKA Blua. LaKwr. MC.E23380 
Ato GTV Uareo, Uei Grey. Lsatw. AiC_ EMB90 
Alfa K5ZBTS lev. Bkdc. Spods Pack. AC_ CT8JX9 

Atta 148200 Mel Tikrtum Gray. Sunrad-£15500 

Alfa 145 CtotateAASa Red. Rod Spoter-C14A80 


APPROVED 
USED CASS 


LAND ROVER 


RANGE ROVER 


JEEP 


CHEROKEE 

4.0 LTD. 93L 46.000 
mis. anto, blue, FSH, 

. Mot & warran ty until 
7/97. Bargain private sale 
£14.850. 

TeL 01789 262300 or 
01608682674 


MEW 97 LANDROVER 
DISCOVB1Y TURBO 


Feiuanic mmst on aS mortal 
WHY PAY MORE? 

W» ako supply tread mafafa. 
Coiriiaet Kira Quotation} 
aratefafa 

Tab 01703 47 02 08 or 
Fuo 01703 47 17 07 
Part Exchange • 


OS VOSH Mt 1993 a» SIX. 
■la, ate tan, WO areenrnai 
ui a aa/ bla g a. «re at c ond trto t. 
BW»M»«7»WT 
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DAKAR 

1988 coreifatton.« L250kfa>. 
Vo*jc*«kacAC; He SBfe 
nkUiKkcl naa. 

£7000 

01932881234. 



LSE 

L rog. Caoea tnoL 
Tlinfcaiter.AC.5iR. 
C/L, crake etc. 
State aOoys, 
FSH. CD aockrt. 
£14 *99. 

01403782982. 


i 

VOGUE 

i 

LSE 

1 

auto, 93L, black, tan 


W»r. CD, Reg L5 
WOK. 38 K, £20.995. 

1 - 

01202549668. 


4.0 SE 

M reanaw oartaBon, Barttt 
Bala. Nk Sip, Air Con, 
Cnta ESa EtecWlndoMa. 
CtocMng. Qrw/tBUtm. 2 
cwnan tom dm, 26300 
relka. 

£27flS0ovno. 
01406840118 day 


0374737061 Mobte 


4.0 SE 


Areomadc, Magn Gray/dey 
Ufa. 1995.4&0DD adks. good 
ooafitkw.SaTkxhnlofy.enBt 
ac.HSEWhrrb.nOsa. 

Teh 

01865 552846 HOOK/ 
01295275057 work. 


BMW AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


BMW AUTHORISED DEALERS (NOW ON-LINE) 

For an Approved Used Car brochure and details of your nearest dealer call 0800 325600 or E-Mail via the BMW UK Web site httpV/wwwiuriw.co.uk 

unMaryn iran MatM •y"«a:crir*rffCMawWJIHCWSgi■9HKM3fOF8WCHfaS9t***Bfiaw 


Approved 


Cotswold 



93L 540i A Bright Red. A/C. Uhr. B'Ku*. Z5K ..._^23,WS 

S3K 53th A fed. AC. ASC. 34K__£17^95 

94M S25r SE Calypso Red. A/C. S7K.£15^95 

9SP 520i SE Tour Aspen. A/C. Alpina Alloys. SKE23.995 
3BN 520 ASETour Oxford Green. A/C. 18K .....£22,995 
96N 326 A Cpe Spt Mortreaf, ESR. LBir. 3K ....€28,995 

95N 323i Com Montreal Blue. Alloys. 30K-£28,995 

95N 32a SE Cosmos Black, ESR. Alloys. 10K „£22^95 
S4L 3ZSi Coupe Boston. ESR. Lthr, Alloys. 23K £19^95 
94M 3251 SE Boston. ESR, Alleys. Fogs. 31K ....£18,495 
95M 3201 Tour Calypso, Lthr, RHR. OSC. 26K....E20.995 
93K 320i Conv Alpine, Alices. E/Hood. 37K .—£15.995 
96P 3181S Cpe Calypso. ESR, Spt Pack. 6K -..£21,995 
96N 31 Gi Tour Boston. A/C. Sports Seals. 8K - £20^95 

95M 3181S Cpe Monueal, ESR, Alloys. SK-£18,995 

951/1310T1 indtv Spt Red. ESfi. Afloys, 25K _„.j£16,995 
93L 31W s coupe Jet Black, ESR, Alloys, 45K_£ 14,995 

93K 3161 ASE Calypso. Front Armrest 54K_XII,995 

9SN 3161 Comp Lux Alaska Blue. Alloys. 16K....£15,995 
94L 3l6i Dark Green. Electric Sunroof, 15K —£12,995 

Over 45 Used Cars Avaifable 


Tewkesbury Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

Telephone: 01242 578838 

Open 7 days 2 week Sunday tO-GOam - 4.00pm 


Wollaston & 

91H B5DQ tag lagoai gam. bazi late. ASC+T. grad U sowt JQ9J» 

*P MOO Ante wtad gm, danpagna lailhtehjge^iec.WLA. 

«P 7S»lsaw43flQe.aprata^l4ltertLUl^.ao r «95.!S3A® 

99H 73BM9SEi»kigtfrKttTCtetfHr.laxInA.£U£$ 

96P 7SKAuto nfic star. ekMe.cbc.ed darker.133,Wi 

95P 7!84iitetasabe.gBrMa,C3riAst9eaf^FDC.iKlrsptc. PM. 
9SH SU Aota SMiem >■.» pass aM^M,T7X beta 4^(26,995 
gat KUSETowiig calypso rad. acauttaiteg,nc reoLreSoeass £22915 

S2J S2flSE^5te.aia«adtecMLd8dinaed.£8395 

95H SIS SE arte stasanffiztwcloBiwianScrfng. 05^95 

83L SlSS£nafefaesMa.««S»bq.IU9S 

9IO&ta&olufiwdta]fete.P5C.eBieaaFCARaSoK5 • PM 
W iBCoamaAEnbtoiaiacteV&is&B.atat.. SA13* 
SOI inCoug»E«ititaB5S^t*«.aBo»,tegealon.ftS»es £30395 

9R> gBC w »rBteamdbfae.sh«gtyMa.£8.495 

1991 33SCoqxbMiMUack8l.M3bartx.soittzzt8).Br .i2(39S 
92J »KCa«e|S9bEk l *enii8ttdMfecr.tesh9fle „..£123B 

SSP Jts K Itwifl boston sreen,UcdW,iortials .F.0JL 

m SlSTlCoDOKt ante star, sports patk.£17395 

SOP 3 ffi 5 Eav 8 etfbte.p 8 ydbA.aran .£183S5 

93L 31S Jlito state bte,deeScanod.03AS5 

958 nsiKtoackgnydHi.ns^as 

9SN 31ScttnB0 rad, grey dofttetoesnsd.£14995 

33L 3 tMTureiBBllBA» ta fc 5 tB ik gawiXspBteaflft.FSf £0296 
ML 3lW8Eagtopmms«*BittdBg8.te«mcB ta tog ..£12795 

9GP 39 SEAtfo boston pm. gray dato.P-OA. 

SON 2 JfiSEABtob 6 tfWgEffl,por**l.£14495 

96P 316 Cwpo lu oteBaHAtetettsaaotf. tnrt togs. PM 

9SP 3lSC0tarw«7m.Ua*a,efa*satgnf. PM 

ML tab 900 SETtftoSJrbdJi rad. tfeStkSi ante air con.... £13395 
H. GteGTl 16*6*5p4dei.U2A95 

Contact Used Car SpecMbb: 

Gary Loakes / Ian KSacDonatd 

( 01604 ) 232000 

After boost 0802 610384 


Stephen James 
Clock Parade, London Road 
Enfield EN2 6JG 

93L 8500 Auto RecVBtack Lsatfier, GTS, 33K_..£39,WS 

92K 74tf V8 Auto QranttfBfadt Lsathsr, GTS. 43K-£19,995 

MM 7401V8 Aula 0*fe»d Gre<rtSa«I Baga Lift/, UK —£34,995 

55M 7<«B Vg Auto Cosmos BlaMGray Cfr, 5tk-£29,995 

93L 7401 Auto Granite Steerffik Utv. D&Chrame.34K^£23^95 
98N 7351VB Auto Cosmos Bte-Ssnd 809 a Lthr. 9K.. .. .-E3SJ95 
D6N 73® YB Auto Oxfcrd GfeervSandBags Llftr. Z5K..J29.495H 

93K 730 V8 Auto CSypw Red/Siter Lite. 35K-£19.9951 

SfiP 729 Auto Arctic SfcerfSack Ufa. ESA6K-E34J9S5U 

SOP S40IV8 A Canyon RedSand Bogo LBr, High Spec -E POaI 

BSN MOf V8AlsoAscolGreerVGatarLeottier. 7K-X9L995D 

96P 529 ASE Aspen SOmYfAubetgmeLttv, Mgh ^>ec—£ POaB 

95M 52SAS8 Sorrento Btuo^key Ufa; 20K— -£24,495 H 

SON U3 Eire Conv Cwmog BlacWU Grey Llhr.a5ieo._£4a9S5l 
|96N M3 evo Coe TeCiwo Grey Ufa. G'Spec.BK £38,4»1J 

(95M M3 Cpe Cosmos Bknk/SOvof Uhr, Good Spec. 17K .£31,4951 
94M M3 Cp« Daytona Vralrf&oy OfilMJJv. E&R. 37K -£2fi,SS5 j| 
35N 328 ContfMoreaGreenlU Grey Lthr, F/C0L12K—£32,495 « 

Sta 32 aMCoupoBosmiYBer 3 eL 1 tir.AutoAn. 9 K_£26,495 a 

B5M 32» U Coups Montreal BteefSihrer Uhr. AC. 14K..£24,995R 
95N 328 A Coupe bOorua/Sdvor Uhr, Good Spec. £tK —£23.495 0 

94L 325 A Com Jet Biacfc/Saftmn Uhr. Aloys 31K_£25.9gfil 

33K 329 Auto Com Dtanard Sadt/Star Ufa. 23K. £18995 Q 

96P 315 5E M Arctic S*/edAi*i doth, 5K__.£20,9951 

95N 318 SE M Alpina WUc/Anm Cteffi. IVSpoter, (OK—£17,995 B 

95M 318 S Cotqte Bright RediAnthraate Cloth, 11 K_£17.9951 

95N 318n Coop BntftftedrAiUfT doth. Lux Px*. UK . £16,995 & 

95M 318 SE Boston GrwYArttl CW, Z3K-£1S£9sfi 

S&K 318 Auto GraretoSSrer'ArriiCWh, ESR. 5«-£11,495 

91J 318 Ao» ftaute Grw«VSa»ef doth. SSK--£1tt38S 

S6N 318 » C0«p 6ri^» Rai'Afflh. ESR 13K--£14,995 

Pftasa caH tor details of our comple t e stock 

0181 367 2626 

0860 855850 Evenings and weekends 


' 5181 

K ret blue, 4QLmU. 


cwnos. 

£8200 

01815887624- 


M3 

SoLMMateStacfc/Bkcfi 
kadw. ear. CD.afarm. 
41.000 rate FBMWSH. 

£23,750. 

01494433434. 


850 Ci 

Autft 81J. Rwl/Bfaek 
temhar. Now MOT. sernce. 
^MWSa67K.b««Uent. 

£23^95. 

Teb01903 742737. 


touring 

93K,5(Knils.FBMWSH. 

mm. Calypso red. Mack lthr, 
twin s/mof, alloys, CD, low 
bar. £16,450. 
01225832018 
(no canvassers). 




328i 

CONVERTIBLE. 

Are SKiMi Bmi) Bna 
ueiduKGnmiegdUipi 
firfa Or, care-cawed, 

toMR.famu.7k 

£32,000. 

01328375482. 


730 V8 

K*92. Silver/Black lthr. 

FSH, J4t osoal octras, 

£16^95. 

01273737395/ 

882756. 

Immac 


ArdcSarer/taefclaatfwr. 
■r con. 2 Brer v*hta*. 
dateuryMarab 

Offers. 

01271727*0- 



318IS 

92X, 4iK mis. brill red 
dwh, s/ roof, alloys, 
CD, tristtxy, superb. 
£13.000. 

Tel: 01713734823/ 
0973 558561. 


Aprils FSH, full 

Spec, air conditio ning 
lealber trim 
£16250. 
01734471850. 


520iSE 

M reg, alarm. CD, 
toiler, exceUent 
condition, 39,500 
miles, toots as new, 
£I5J50ooo. 
01372740514 
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must stay in the driving seat 



V olunteering to pay mart:-tax-. 
is not what you expect nt foe 
great British electorate. But 
nearly six in ten would do so if they 
then could see the money spent on 
curbing pollution and easing con¬ 
gestion. says an opinion poll con¬ 
ducted for Car 97 as part-of our- 
debate on the future of driving. 

That might sound like a-good 
result (br politicians about to 
launch into a general election 
campaign, but there is a downside. 
However much we bemoan bur fete 
as we choke in the latest srfari-up, 
we are very reluctant to give up our; 
overwhelming reliance on the car 
or consider alternative forms of 
transport for our. regular journeys. 
Of those who dont own or have use 
of a car at present-- otfr sample 


. reflected, the population at large 
rather than just drivers — one m 
three sad the car was their pre¬ 
ferred mode of transport, for more 
than any other form. 

Obmiakers protest, in the face of 
an avalanche of new legislation.. 
that there is little further they can 
. go in filtering toxins and pollutants 
from the exhaust of tire internal 
combustion, engine The harmful 
emissions of a new Ford Fiesta, for 
. example, are said to be 90 per cent 
less than die same model a decade 
aga Yet pollution remains oixr- 
greatest concern, putting conges¬ 
tion firmly into second place. 
Perhaps pubtic perception has sim- 
ply not caught up with manufactur¬ 
ers' claims or perhaps. public 
opinion simply doesn't believe 


Commentaiy by Alan Copps, Editor of Car 97 


them. The other possibility is that 
concern about pollution is more 
politically correct than cancan 
about congestion? “We must stop 
poisoning children" is more social¬ 
ly acceptable than “We must strip 


way you look at .it. 
improving public transport is seen 
as the key to making life on the 
rood bearable again. Those ques¬ 
tioned placed it as the top priority 
for an incoming government as toe 
best way to ease congestion. And 
even when askfid.how to cut pol¬ 
lution — despite the commonly 
shared impression of filthy buses 
belching blade diesel fumes — it 



was put in second place behind the 
politically difficult-idea of subsidis¬ 
ing dearier alternative fuels. 

Over the past weeks. Sir George 
Young, Secretary of Stale for Trans¬ 
port. Andrew Smith, Labour's 
spokesman, and Don Foster, the 
Liberal Democrat whose Traffic 
Reduction Bill will oblige local 
authorities to grasp this nettle, have 
all favoured an integrated trans¬ 
port policy. But they have been 
vague about how to achieve it The 
responses from our sample suggest 
that there are votes to be won by 
offering mare concrete policies. 

While (he majority of those 
questioned, quite sensibly, accepted 


that concerns sveh as crime, health, 
education and the economy must 
take priority over transport, a 
surprising 33 per cent said it was 
more important than Europe, so 
heavily talked up as the key issue of 
the forthcoming election. 

Alternative lifestyles which 

would reduce the need for many car 
journeys are growing in impor¬ 
tance. Working from home — en¬ 
couraged by Nick Reilly, chairman 
of VauxhaU — was seen as the 
second best way to tackle road 
congestion, although shopping by 
computer held less attraction. Here 
the poll responses echo the thinking 
of industry leaders. Gary Lubner, 
managing director of Autoglass 
which sponsored the poll, said he 
thought the impact of such changes 


had been underestimated by both 
politicians and public. 

“We could achieve our environ¬ 
mental objectives by switching to 
“virtual travel’. For nine in ten of us. 
the car is the main way we get 
about see friends, commute to 
work, travel to shops. Research 
suggests that by 2010, instead of 
making 19 car journeys a week on 
average, well make 12 by car and 
seven by computer." 

There was strong support for 
getting freight off the roads and far 
keeping cars out of town centres, 
but little for building more roads or 
banning cars completely. Despite 
toe professed willingness to pay 
more in taxes, the most obvious 
pay-as-you-drive measure — road 
tolls — met with little enthusiasm. 



Blurted visions: spokesmen for the main political parties favour an integrated transport policy, but have been vague about how to achieve it Our survey suggests there could be votes to be won by offering more concrete policies 


It’s more 


TOP TWO TRANSPORT PRIORITIES 


71 







Better public transport and cutting 


4* 




pollution are top demands in survey 


Better public transport 


52% 



I Bdldingnew roads 

111 • 



| Banning cars completely 

is " v : 


How much tax would you 
pay to cut pollution and 
improve public transport? 


Better public transport 


40% 


Taxing lorries 




Taring company cans 

23 




Building more roads 

20 


pSSITu’T 


Encourage telephone shopping 





W e first • asked 
where transport 
policy should 
come in the prior-, 
: fries of a government Respon- 
' were given three choices: 

%3pit more important, equally 
; important or less important 
1 than a range of other.pblitiesL 
L Crime, the economy, health, 

} education and employment 
were all regarded as more. 
: important But a third of those 
questioned said ir was more 
: important than policy on 
Europe and another 72> per 
cent ranked it equal in impor¬ 
tance. Majorities also rated it 
at least as important as poli¬ 
cies an industry and defence. 

Asked whidh party's trans¬ 
port policies they most sup¬ 
ported, 30 per cent said 
Labour and 25 per cent Con¬ 
servative, but there was a high 
proportion of “Don’t knows" 
IS per cent Ten per cent 
PSupported the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats. 7 per cent the Green, 
party and 6 per cent Friends of 
the Earth. Three per cent 
■ packed the underground pro- 
tellers in Devon, whose re~ 
from the site of the A30 
_/emerit had been widely 
blidsed just before toe poB 
was taken. 

The leader of those protest¬ 
ers was the most recognised 
character in the next series of 
questions when we asked 
people to name the transport 
spokesperson for various par¬ 
ties. five per bent correcfy 
named “Swampy", leader of 



part 

high] 


toe protesters,, and 3 .per cent 
(26 of toe L024 .peopte ques¬ 
tioned) correctly named Sir 
George Young. Secretary of 
State for TYansport But only 
one person named; earn of 
Andrew Smith (Labour), 
David Chidgey (Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrat) and .David Taylor 
(Green party). . 

We then asked people to 
suggest toe top two priorities 
for five Governments trans- 
policy,, a question which 
ighlighted differences be¬ 
tween toe. sexes and age 
ranges. . Improving public 
transport was given top priori¬ 
ty by 34 per cent, but support 
for it was much stronger 
among the young and middle 
aged {between 37 and 42 per 
cent) than among the over-Ss, 
who ought be thought to be 
mote dependent upon it (an 
average of 23 per cent). The 
latter age group were much 
' more in' favour: of getting 
freight off toe roads;! Cutting 
■pollution'was chosen as firet 
priority by 22 per cent far 
more by women (26 per cent) 
than men {18 percent): 

Regional variations were 
also struhgly marked in an¬ 
swers to. this question. In 
London. 52 per cent chose 
improving public transport 
while in Wales only 15 per cent 
said it should be top priority. 
There was especially strong 


support for cutting pollution in 
Wales {30 per cent) and the 
South-East and West Mid¬ 
lands (both 25 per cent). 

In London, reducing conges¬ 
tion was named as top priority 
by only S percent and keeping 
cars out of the centre was 
favoured by only 5 per cent. 
Yet congestion figured high 
among the concerns of people 
in some laigely rural areas 
such as East Anglia (17 per 
cent) and toe South-West {16 
per cent). It was highest of all 
m toe North-East (21 per cent). 
Building more roads was giv¬ 
en very low priority; only in 
Scotland did support for it 
reach double figures. 

When toe figures were ana¬ 


lysed by driving status some 
remarkable differences ap¬ 
peared. Support for better 
public transport was highest 
among company car drivers. 
60 per cent of whom put it in 
their top two priorities and 
lowest among those who said 
they did not have a car to use, 
46 per cent 

When asked how the Gov¬ 
ernment should tackle conges¬ 
tion, better public transport 
was again the most popular 
answer by a tong way (77 per 
cent).The second choice was to 
encourage working from 
home, favoured by 27 per cent 
overall, but by more men (30 
per cent) than women (24 per 
cent). Support for working 





Encouraging work from home 

27 


m 11 WMR 8PA&0HV 
oFf-fttZTZoAPf 
&& 
'jy £ 


Recognise them? Andrew Smith, left, and “Swampy” 


from home was especially 
strong m the East Midlands, 
Sootiand and the North-East 
(32 to 36 per cent), but the idea 
proved unpopular in the rural 


Question the RAG’s experts 


■ READERS of Car 97 who want to 
continue our Great Debate on road 
congestion with the experts can attend the 
RACs Centenary Conference, “A Smarter 
Way Ahead", on Tuesday at the Cbmnaorv- 
wealth Conference Centre, Kensington, 
London. 

Starting at 930am, and chaired by John 
Hutnphrys from toe BBC’s Today pro¬ 
gramme; speakers include Sir George 
Young, the Transport Secretary, his Labour 
Shadow Andrew Smith, Fiona Reynolds, 
directors? toe Council/or the Protection of 
Rural England and Sir Robert Horton, 
chairman of Rail track. A panel of experts 
including Ernie Thompson, toe chief execu¬ 
tive of toe Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, and Charles Secret!, director of 


Friends irf toe Earth, will be available to take 

questions. 

. Edmund King, the RACs head of cam¬ 
paigns. says: “The audience will include 
respected academics, industrialists and ex¬ 
perts from the world of transport and the 
environment to help find a way forward for 
our transport system. Easing congestion on 
mads ana improving public transport to 
improve personal mobility for us all is one of 
the greatest challenges we all face for the 
millennium. Pfcrhaps this conference will 
come up with some answers and contribute 
in same way to Car 97*5 Great Debate.” 

The first 15 readers to ring the RAC on 0171 
389 8915 an Monday will get free tickets to 
this c o n fer e n ce on how Britain's roads can be 
freed of congestion in the next century. 


areas of East Anglia (15 per 
cent) are! the South-West (lb 
percent}. 

There were strong regional 
variations in ail these suggest¬ 
ed remedies. Support for tax¬ 
ing lorries varied from 34 per 
cent in the East Midlands to 
only 17 per cent in the West 
Midlands. In fact toe East 
Midlands seemed particularly 
keen on taxing people, also 
giving strongest support to 
taxing company car drivers (32 
per aent) an idea favoured by 
only 12 per cent in Wales. 

Support for introducing 
road tolls was 16 per cent 
overall, but went up to 25 per 
cent in the North-East. It was 
lowest (at 10 per cent) in toe 
West Midlands, where work 
has already started on build¬ 
ing the North Birmingham 
relief road, Britain’s first pri¬ 
vately-financed toll road. 

When it came to tackling 
pollution, the idea of subsidis¬ 
ing dean alternative fuels was 


even more popular than im¬ 
proving public transport, at¬ 
tracting 61 per cent support 
spread very evenly across all 
areas. There was also wide¬ 
spread support for more park- 
and-ride schemes (48 per cent} 
and stricter penalties for cars 
that aren’t properly serviced 
(45 per cent). 

Asked how much extra tax 
they would be prepared to 
pay each week to solve trans¬ 
port problems, 37 per cent 
said they wouldn’t pay any 
more and 4 per cent didn't 
know. That left a total of 59 
per cent prepared to pay 
more, 40 per ceni choosing up 
to £1.99 extra, 15 per cent up to 
E4.99,3 per cent £5-£10 and 1 
per cent £10-plus. Willingness 
to pay was greater among the 
young and evenly distributed 
across toe country. 

However, when given a 
choice of methods to pay for 
improvements, the greatest 
number (45 per cent) suggest¬ 
ed that National Lottery 
money should be used. 

Asked which factor, apart 
from price, was most impor¬ 
tant in their choice of car, 36 
per cent said economy. 15 per 
cent comfort and 11 per cent 
performance Only 2 per cent 
named safely and another 2 
per cent reliability. 


The poll, based on a representative 
sampler#adults, ms conducted by 
telephone by Audience Selection 
from February 7-9. It was sponsored 
by Autoglass. Britain's leading 
windscreen specialists. 
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LEFT HAND DRIVE 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 


96N. sBver metofTc. tuflv 
loaded. 

£34,900. 

No offers or 
timerrastera. 
0468X55888. 



£154M 

0181670 3035 {•*»)/ 
0958 812391 (mobfle). 


ROVER 2i8SU5door 
Now IftfBSO fibs MNtl 

stays do! irites_E&BBS: 

HCWBt 220 Turbo Crams 
MLa^|D 00 n* 1 W«l cwd 
Ui afe nchg SUsp „ S4MK 
ROVER S25W6S»f#ig 
SaiOan 96Q Star tool epee 

deimta-£14,895 

R4 Deafer feefifas 
01235 5201IB 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER | LEXUS 

authorised 
dealers 


MERCEDES 


REGISTRATION 

NUMBERS 
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Forgive uo for being so bud but the Choose a prefix letter and one of 
fact is. an attention grabbing DVLA our special numbers. Then add any 
personalised registration could be yours 3 letters, except T, Q and Z, to form 
for a lot less than you might think. your own unique registration. 

Our prices, inclusive of VAT and an Experience the thrill of bargain 
£80 assignment fee. start from just hunting without leaving your 
£ ?yi except for P and B prefixes chair. Call the DVLA .Registration 


which start from only 
£399 Prefixes A, B and, 
H with numbers 1-20 or, 
J, K. L. M. N and P, with 


Hotline quoting Ref: 
T1502, with your cheque 
book. Visa or MasterCard 
handy. Lines are open 


all 53 special numbers 800am 10 530 P rn Monda y 

are available. Licensing Agency to Friday. 


0181200 6565 


jr rrcsvouK evtevtkw tomr-swcec* misrepresent wxibrecotmtkin in any wax do 

NOT BUY. All mmrfwn riwwnantf ttveunipla used J* forflhetninr pupae* onfy. DVLA naia the right 
lo icdbliold Mtw rej^stratioiB, same erf which may bp offered tor at Miction. Nmnbera air sold wfaject la 

dvSdr erf Ri«uaaik» Maris RcpdAiiff&PtKE; aw wiiiKllodungi; uKhout prior 4 „ - 

rotate. Figure cpmbntiMons MiM rl c the stripe of dm DVLA sales sdmne air not « ^ 
jvarfabfe. Bcsouaripra tannoi b» uml to mafc a «cttdr look Tramgw ihsn tt S. jgm S'iSSt?o«T 


DVLA CLASSIC COLLECTION AUCTION 
at The Town Hall, Oxford on 26th & 27th March 1997 


50 A 
55 AA 
AAM IN 
AAS1 
23 AB 
AB53 
13 AC 

5 AD 
2 ADS 
is a; 

500 AG 
7AJ 
22 AIS 

IOAO 

500 AL 
AU«D 
55 AM 
SIAN 
ANA IDG 
‘.0ATU 

51 ATE 
*5 ANT 
T5AP 
15 AA 

I ARJ 
ARM 11E 
AS SOW 
1 A5D 
ASK ID 
911 ASH 
1 ASI 
I AST 
5 A? 

I ATI 
1 AU 
IS AW 
1 AVI 
5 A7J 
TAX 
ai Barr 

AT BUN 
AI CAP 
At DUI 
AI EYE 
AT HAM 
AI KJV 
AI LUV 
AI PCP 
AI ACS 
AI SON 
AT STU 
ATI AKC 
ATI YOU 
AJ BAA 

AtC BMW 

A9SAUJM 

SOB 

2iU 




LOU 83 

On retention. 
£4.000. 

Mobile 

0385384012. 


THIS IS THE FUi LIST OF NUMBERS OH OFFER.THE LOTSOTU MOT BE OFFtMD LS THIS ORDER. 5«£ QaMjOGUE fOfc DCTAUA £ U OE. 


T he DVLA Clxaic Coliccdoa offers for sale truly prodgious and unique vehtde RgisndQis. Entry to rite nic b by cmioguc 
only. C aJupiB m mim giiirlg Jujc prits touting from £l ,000 and udonnadoti on bow to bid in person. by phone or by post. 


I I U KK ARI > I AS', WAYS TO WO 


IN PERSON: Come along and experience the etti cement of'bid Aug for yoursdE 
BY PHONE: We call yon from the auction and bid for you while you listen. 

BY POST: Simply send us a written bid and we will bid up ro dut amount for you. 
The deadline fix telephone and writm bids n Friday 2Iit March 1997. 

You must purchase a catalogue in order to place a bid. Proof of identity is required 
hrftirp bids are ati x or ed- Plene note char an 180.00 aSficomenr foe is pavabie ar die 


NO CHARGES MADE FOR TELEPHONE OR HrWTTEH BIDS 


mu cm! - swc'iy fcs CA'Aioaur cjroif.s c 

0800 60 30 90 


OlioTo rff T1502 
iPRICED LS CO INC PS 
•MA'iTfRCARD S 
VI5A ACCEPTED 


THIS BEE CALL NUMBER IS STRICTLY FOR CATALOGUE ORDERS ONLY 

Line open 24 boars, 7 days a week. A live operator will answer sour cafl. 

CP A aakfpe admits 2 people to lie merino. 

Caninene orders »iH not lx artdceixfte 4 00pm an 19th March 1497. 

Afar this due anfague will auf be available on the dnot of die tale. 

■5B rjr j=j enqairia idaoi^ bi li aacwo (ikoe liJI CMt G»ap oe 01U 282 97W 

CMA DVLA CLASSIC COLLECTION AUCTION. Kamopcn Dot*. Owsp 00 * X- UVIAJL 



101JMC 

£3.500 in the 
region of 

01528 529602 H or 
0370 925153 M. 


I DEC 

£10,000 o.dlo. 

TEL: 

01757703701. 




Pfae send me WpA»pia of d* official onlcBtt for dm «C aiiakm ot DVLAi Gas* Gattesuea Reproaww h a price of 

jTHOcKh ’id p pgap i I mAntr j dKcpefbr£ p wblt to CMA. Amw CMA DVTA CLASSIC COLLEdTOK AUCTION 

HatMCoo Dock,LhernnlX L70 1AX 


unfa g u eadnia Z pcayfc m Ax mtataai 


CMA 

o 


JVTHC DEPARTMENT 
aMnF.TBIYSKIBT 
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CGT11S 

£1.199.95 oro. 
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9473689. 
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0121 353 3333 

___ ORDER BY'PHONE TODAY 
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MMlud Hbbsc. Onotar Bead. StowBy, SbBddCdMSbM, Btadagbui I748B7. FaokaOtOltl S5S5S55 


QUENTIN WILLSON 


MARKET 

RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL. CHOHLEY 









99ntt {» 

WW w 
ms Bn 
NPPS qS 

»m om|j«saB m 

*»PR4 tnlttSGB 

SL* tow 


ww n 

USHT 0* 
tom m 

_BZSJD est> 

praw on W« TO, 
WHS QE5 BB5KC « 

MreB E»9UU n 

"Wm OBJ 5*231 ^ 

mpr BOSS Msa to 
ksdn ng 

■ SON bS 


sst cno 
raw sb Sh 



2 TAD to 
8 TAB SS 

»T« to 



IVIUT 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a ... 


'' • 






-•■iftr* ■ :■» 


i.-' 







- 


.f vr 

M JIM 



CAR 37 




Mazda’s new 323s: averagely brisk, averagely refined, and averagely entertaining, the company seems to believe that mass market equals bland 


I f you work for Mazda in 
Britain there's every rea¬ 
son to be optimistic, writes 
Helen Mound . Sales last year 
were 49 per cent up on 1995 
and customers are among the 
most loyal. 

But. when comparing the 
new 323 to the Audi A3 and 
Volkswagen Golf, Chris Ow¬ 
ens, marketing director for 
Mazda Cars UK. is possibly 
over-optimistic Fbr the 323 
has a long way to go before it 
ran compete with sophisticat¬ 
ed German hatchbacks. It's 
more a rival for models such 
as the Vauxhall Astra, Renault 
Megan e, Peugeot 306 and 
Ford Escort. 

The 323 is Mazda UK’s top- 
selling model and . the new 
version is spearheading the 
company’s attempt to break 
out of the niche markets it has 
won through models such as 
the rotary engined KX-7 and 


■ A TRENDY supermini 
that matches bags of room 
inside with small outside di¬ 
mensions, the Fiat Punto. 
launched in 1994 is stylish, 
quiet and handles well, re¬ 
ports CAP Blade Book 
There is an excellent boot 
for shopping, plus good interi¬ 
or room,.and the controls are 
wed laid, out Look for cars 
featuring die optional six- 
speed gearbox. Best buy is the 
94 M-reg 55 SX five-doorfbt^ 
around£5,000, :y..^ \-j 


adorable little MX-5. sports 
cars. It wants to double its- 
1 per cent share of the British - 
market Last year itsoM 9.4S8 
323s, although the; five-door 
was the only version avail able. 
Now there are three: the three- 
door hatchback with 13 or 15- 
litre engines is brand riew.The 
_15-litre four-door saloon-is a 
.restyled versorr of ■ the old 
model. And the’ five-door 
hatchback, expected to remain 
the most popularversiari, has 
received a handful of change? 
(such as a high-level brake 1 
light} and is offered with L5, 
1.8 or 2rlitre V6 engines. There 
are four trim levels and the 1.8 
has the option of an automatic 
gearbox. 


- There are problems though, 
of poor seats, heavy steering 
allow speed and a disappoint¬ 
ingly choppy ride in town, 
while build quality is not 
quite up to foe Micra/Corsa 
standard 

. The Punlo comes with a 
warning: Do not on any 
account lose your master Igni¬ 
tion key as it will cost hun- 


tfw other worry, -about 
s i ittm r VWg is-otK of-safety,•' 
Jpghlighted -in foe recently 


ROAD TEST 


Mazda 323 
Engines: Four-cylin¬ 
der 1324cc gives 75bhp; 
V61995CC 147bhp. 
Performance: (132-tec} 
102 mph, Q-62rnph in 
133 sec (V6)]30mph, 
9.4 sec . , 

Economy. (1324cc} 
Urban 29.7mpg; extra 
urban 45.6mpg; 
combined 3&2mpg. 
(V6) 212mpg; 372mpg; 
29Jmpg. 

Price: U1360-E17560. 


FORECOURT 


published Transport ' Re¬ 
search Laboratory tests as 
part of the European New Car 
Assessment Programme. 

. The Punto offered average 
protection in the:crash tests, 
scoring* above similar sued 
cars such as foe Rover 100 
(formerly. foe Metro), but it 
did not do as wed as the Ford 
-Hestaaffl^foe^W Pola -. 

In a heathon crash, foe,. 


Take a look inside the new 
323 and Mazda's problem is 
immediately evident. The 
company appears to believe 
that mass market equals ordi¬ 
nary, even bland. Sitting be¬ 
hind the wheel of any version 
is a staggeringly forgettable 
experience. 

Mazda came up with foe 
cute two-seater that started the 
roadster revolution and spent 
millions of yen developing a 
car door that makes the right 
noise when it’s slammed; sure¬ 
ly it’s able to produce a hatch¬ 
back with a few features to 
‘ stand out from the c r ow d? 

The exception to foe “boring 
is best” theme of the new 323s 
is the five-door hatchback, a 


driver’s head was moderately 
well protected, though foe 
results found a serious risk of 
foot and ankle injuries._In a 
side impact the Punto pro¬ 
tected the abdomen area well 
but not foe chest area as 
effectively. 

■ The Seat Ibiza (1994-97) 
matches the build quality of 
Us German VW parent with 
attractive looks, good interior 
space and value for money. 

'•The ride is fairly harsh, and 
cars, with smaller engines do 


coup6-ish design dating from 
the late Eighties when Mazda 
was feeling braver. 

All versions boasf high spe¬ 
cification — that old chestnut 
from Japanese manufacturers, 
"no personality or style, but 
loads of equipment". Driver 
airbag, engine immobiliser, 
power steering, central kick¬ 
ing and electric windows are 
standard across the range; as 
is a three-year warranty and 
Mazda European Assistance. 

The new 323s drive the way 
they’re styled — uninspiringly. 
They’re averagely brisk, aver¬ 
agely refined, and averagely 
entertaining, apart, that is. 
from foe ZXi. which has 
enough power in its engine 
and poise in its chassis (both 
unchanged from the “old" 
model) to stimulate keen driv¬ 
ers. Marketing will rely heavi¬ 
ly on it to inier excitement in 
foe rest of the range. 


not have the split rear seats 
that are so useful for carrying 
odd-shaped loads. 

Few would argue that this is 
Seat’s best car to date, a huge 
improvement over the old 
Ibiza, and the diesel is a good 
one, though power steering 
would be welcome. Best buy is 
the 1.4 CLS 1995 N-reg five- 
door for around £6,000. Avoid 
cars with above-average mile¬ 
ages. Gtis which have led a 
hard life, and check forxam 
wear tin foe Hide models. 


SPARE PARTS 


■ CHEVROLET'S Corvette is 
coming to Britain this year. 
Produce a 173mph top speed 
from a 5.7-litre V8, the Mk5 
Corvette will cost around 
(3SJXX) from General Motors’ 
dealers Bauer and Millet: in 
Manchester (0161-831 7447). 

■ TOYOTA has gone ah "en¬ 
ergetic’’ on us. according to its 
latest news. The car company, 
now big in Britain, is sponsor¬ 
ing a rock tour of a dozen 
countries by Phil Collins, foe 
small but perfectly formed ex- 
Genesis singer. 

■ TOURING is the theme of 
a campaign to prevent theft of 
5,000 caravans worth £12 mil¬ 
lion annually. Advice comes 
from the RAC Camping and 
Caravan Great Britain and 
Ireland guide, which also 
offers help on maintenance, 
and lists nearly 3,000 sites 
with addresses and quality 
ratings. The guide is available, 
price £7.99. from bookshops. 

cb 

IIAAl 

RAC 

■ ENGINE bits which took 
Michael Schumacher to grand 
prix victories go on sale at 
auction on March 1 at foe 
Brook lands Museum, Wey- 
bridge, Surrey. Raising money 
for the Motor and Allied 
Trades Benevolent Fund, foe 
sale includes 10 pistons from 
Schumacher’s 1996 Ferrari FI 
car, the front wing from Mar¬ 
tin Brundle's Jordan, Mika 
Hakkinen*s McLaren race 
overalls and UK Touring Car 
champion Will Hoy’s helmet- 


USED CAR BRIEF 




VOLVO 300 

Safety sells ears, at bast that is what Volvo has bettered for years. When 
the Volvo 300 Senes was launched in 1976, it was thought supremely 
duti despite having side impact beams and crush zones years before 
other cars. The first 343 used a Renan# 1 A-Btre angina and three-speed 
Variomaix: continuous variable transmission tikenad to rubber-bend 
power. The range includes three and five-door hatchbacks, saloon, 1.4, 
1.7 and 2-litre petrol engines end lour and five speed manual gearboxes. 


GOOD NEWS 
The 300 Is quint* 
essermaJ, oW-styfe 
Volvo, hugely safe 
lor its time, wefl butt, 
stolid even. Virtuous rather than . 
virile, (he 300 goes on and on, 
and keeps its value remarkably 
weti probably because lots of 
drivers like safety. 


@ LOOK FOR 

Cars from 1985 which 
use the 1.7-Htre 
Renault engine, 
offering much better 
performance. whBe the 2-litre cars, 
especially the fuef-lnieaed 
versions, are good tor towing, If 
thirsty. Power steering came as 
standard on GLT and GLE 
specification models from late 
19B7. 


WAV the 300 does well In 
tfx- Department of 
Transport safety 
ratings, even when compared to 
more modem cars, ft rafas above 
average, on a par with the VW 
Golf and Honda Civic, and ahead 
of the Toyota CoroBa, Renault 19, 
and FiatTipa. 


|SHB| BAD NEWS 

Wsf PvB Boringly the butt at 
K WM )1 many an anti-Volvo 
Joke. Early cars are 
now old Indeed and 
can be prana to rust, especially 
around the wings, teffgats and 
door pilfers. Beware, too problems 
with the head gasket 
(overheating), worn engine 
mountings and tailing water pump. 

AVOID 

Variomalics, which 
take a lot of getting 
used to and can be 
expensive to keep 
going as the system's drive belts 
are known to wear and even snap. 
The 343 and 345 automatics an 
particular are stow. Cars without 
power steering can be a handfiti 
for town driving and parking. 


@ INSURANCE 
Cover from<M 
Insurance (0800 
444777) on a 1989 
1.4-fitre 340 costs a 
55-year-old professional, male or 
female, fiving in Winchester with M 


dam cars, ft rates above female, living in Winchester with full 
on a par with the VW no claims, £38 a year fully 
Honda CMC, and ahead comprehensive. A 22-year-old male. 


with a year's no claims Bving in 
souft London, pays £554, a similar 
female £458. 


Lots to bid forat Biwldands 


REPLACEMENT PRICES 

PARTS Expect to pay £1,200 

(Prices hdude VAT): for a 1968 340 F-reg 

Clutch assembly 1.4-fitre three-door 

£210; full exhaust £95; ■■■■ hatch, £1.700 tor a 
from damper £165; rear damper 1989 &reg 3401.4-fitre three-door 

£100; frtnt brakepads £60; hatch automatic, £1,600 tor a 1088 

alternator £125; starter motor Erag 340 GLIA-tive door, £1,900 

£100. fora 1969 G-reg 1.7-fitre five-door, 

£2^00 tor a 1989 F-rea 380 GLT 
2-fitre four door, and £2.350 for a 
1989 F-rag 360 GLE 2-litre 
five-door. 

OVERALL A sensible car, the 300 re pres e nt s good value 
tor money second-hand. Previous ownare keen to maintain 
Volvo's lifetime Warranty wffl have had to have the cot 
property serviced at a franchised garage. Let down by an 
_ uninspiring ride, it is nevertheless comfortable, but the 

saloon in particular a less than eye-catching. 


REGISTRATION NOS. CNDA MEMBERS 
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 151997 


Smooth 

Roland Brown finds preconceptions 
of Honda’s new flagship bikes off target 



Blackbird: latest incarnation of the Japanese superbike 


I t is difficult to imagine a 
more diverse pair of mo¬ 
torbikes than Honda's 
new flagships. The 
CBRIIOOXX Super Blackbird 
is the latest incarnation of the 
traditional Japanese super¬ 
bike. complete with four-cylin¬ 
der engine, aerodynamic 
bodywork and fearsome per¬ 
formance. In contrast, the P6C 
is a huge, six-cylinder cruiser 
with lots of chrome, and 
armchair riding position. 

Anyone contemplating buy¬ 
ing a big Honda should have 
no difficulty deciding which to 
choose, one might imagine. 
Serious motorcyclists would 
surely look no further than the 
rapid and refined CBR, leav¬ 
ing the overweight FbC. built 
mainly for the American mar¬ 
ket, to those more interested in 
a high profile titan high per¬ 
formance. But riding them 
shows such preconceptions to 
be wide of the mark. 

There is no doubt that speed 
addicts will be irresistibly 
drawn to CBRIIOOXX. The 
Super Blackbird is powered by 
an I137cc, 16-valve in-line four 
engine that produces no less 
than I62bhp. Combined with 
wind-cheating fairing, this 
gives the Blackbird a top speed 


of over 175mph, edging it 
ahead of Kawasaki'S ZZ-RJ100 
to the title of world’s fastest 
production bike. 

The Blackbird is a very 
smooth and refined machine, 
and in many respects works 
well as a sporty yet practical 
superbike. Like any Honda it 
is docile and manageable at 
low revs. Above S.OOOrpm the 
engine's wild side takes over, 
hurling the bike forward with 
breathtaking acceleration. 

By superbike standards the 
CBRIIOOXX is quite heavy, at 
223kg, but its rigid aluminium 
frame and excellent suspen¬ 
sion combine to give light 
steering, stable handling and 
a comfortable ride. I was not 
particularly impressed by 
Honda’s Dual-CBS braking 
system, which applies bal¬ 
anced force to front and rear 
discs when either the hand 
lever or foot pedal is activated. 
Although powerful, the system 
gives a rather vague feel at the 
hand level. 

The mirrors are dear and 
the seat is broad and well- 
padded. But although the han¬ 
dlebars pull the rider forward 
to give a fairly upright and 
roomy riding position, being 
tall, 1 found that the low screen 



What the Americans call the Valkyrie is Honda’s attempt to build the world’s first high -p erformance cruiser, offering a huge six-cylindcEs with lots of chrome and armchair riding position 


generated annoying wind tur¬ 
bulence. Along with the curi¬ 
ously anonymous styling — 
hardly enlivened by colour 
options of grey, black or dark 
red ~ the result was a bike less 
codling to ride than its spine- 
tingling specification had led 
me to expect. 

Precisely the opposite was 
true of the considerably less 
streamlined P6C, whose vast 
size, excessive weight and 
gaudy styling suggested a two¬ 
wheeled burger bar rather 
than a serious motorcycle. The 
P6C is built in America (where 
it is known, rather more ima¬ 
ginatively, as the Valkyrie) 


and is Honda’s attempt to 
build die world’s first high- 

performance cruiser. 

Its engine is based on the 
1520cc, flat-six unit from 
Honda's legendary Gold 
Wing giant tourer. Although 
tuned slightly to produce a 
maximum of KXJbhp, die 
shaft-drive motor remains 
hugely flexible. The F6C accel¬ 
erates smoothly and strongly 
from very low revs and puns 
along effortlessly at TOmph. 
with less than 3,000rpm shew¬ 
ing on its white-faced 
tachometer. 

Such flexibility makes the 
Honda, with its raised handle¬ 


bars, exposed riding position 
and forward-set footrests, a 
very pleasant bike far gentle 
cruising. 

Y ou barely need to use 
the five-speed gear¬ 
box in normal use; 
just flick into top, sit 
back and enjoy the ride. But 
die big bike will go faster if 
you ask’ it. stretching your 
arms as it heads towards a top 
speed of over LZOmph, 

Despite the F6Cs low seat, 
you're aware of every one of its 
310kg at a standstill. But die 
Honda feels much lighter on 
the move, and its suspension is 


good enough to allow spirited 
cornering. Unlike many cruis¬ 
ers. the F6C also has excellent: 
brakes and tyres. 

Riders seeking performance 
or with long distances to cover 
would still be better off on the 
Super Blackbird which, at 
£9,495,- is priced competitively 
against its main Japanese 
rivals. But despite its awesome 
175mph top speed, the 
CBRIIOOXX feels bland along¬ 
side (fie ffiC. At £11.950, the 
big cruiser is expensive, but its 
unique character, mighty en¬ 
gine and improbable agility 
make for a much more enter¬ 
taining ride. 


BLACKBIRD 


Engine: Four- 
cylinder, 16-valve, I137cc 
produces 16Zbhpat. 
lOjOOQrpm. ' 
Transmission: Six- 


1 drive. 
Performance: Max 
speed 178mph, 0-60mph 
in 2.6 seconds. 

Price: £9,495. 

Insurance group: 16 
(with Norwidi unTcmJ. *" 


VALKYRIE 


Eufpnc: Six-cylinder. 
12-valve. 1520cc produces 
KJQbbp at fjOOOipm. 
Transmission: Five- 
speed gearbox. Shaft 
final drive 
Performance; 
Maximum speed 
128mph. 0-60mph in 
3.4seconds. 

Price: £11,950. 

Insurant group: 14 .. 
(wiffi "Norwich Union). 





PETER HAMMOND 
M/C LTD 
Wacnno oc RiL 
CIRENCESTER 
MAIN HONDA 
DEALERS FOR 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
From the BLACKBIRD. 
FIKEBLADE in the 
Lucsi in Moped*, we 
wpply ifacmall 
EXPERIENCED. 
FRIENDLY SERVICE 
Td: 01285 
h5 2467/6553 58 


<"HOIVDA. 


NORTH WALES 

EST. 30 YEARS 


COLWYN BAY 
MOTORCYCLES 
4 GROSSROAD, 
COLWYN BAY. 
Tel: 01492 535959. 
rax: 01492 535969. 


Motor Cycles Ltd 

Hu e<r ranee of 
Sp/rcVAvtimiiw* 
onJCTiUhaif. 

Main N/dli EjM Honda Delta 
2JMLW WcMsjic Riud 
L'pun Tyne 
NE4MQ 

Tets 10191 ) 232 1793 


HONDA 

IN SLOUGH. 
WINDSOR. 
MAIDENHEAD IT HAS 
TO BE 

SIDMORAHTS 
■EVERYTHING 
HONDA ON TWO 
wheels: 

2-6 WEXHAM ROAD 
CORNER 

HIGHST. SLOUGH 
3.1 1UA 
01753523787 


HAULERS GARAGE 
(PM) LTD 

190-200 BADDOW ROAD 
CHELMSFORD 
ESSEX 

YOUR MAIN HfiNCM AGENT 
FOR MID ESSEX AREA 
ALL MODELS STOCKS) 
01245 354844 


r WOODS OF 
WHJNESHHJ) LTD. 

HONDA AGENTS 

NEW & USED MOTOR CYCLE 
SMB 

MOT5SBWKE A O0JHNG 
Madmt hrdmaHjoa» 
Sealed 

P« ExduDpj-Traininj Amnged 
21 ROOKBLYST, 
WEDNE5HELD. 
WOLVSLHAMFTON. 

, {01902)731390 , 


MOTORCYCLE 

CENTRE 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1969 

2+4 CARRINGTON RD 
STOCKPORT 
CHESHIRE 
SK12QE 

Tefc 0161-480 3346 
, Fax: 01614741292 . 


JACK MACH1N 
MOTORCYCLES 

WE HAVE 
MOVED!!! 

128CARHOLME 
ROAD 
LINCOLN 
LN1 1RU 

T: 01522 512887 
F: 01522 535166 


HASLEMERE 

MOTORCYCLES 

11-15 Weyhffl, Haskmcre 
Surrey GU271BZ 
Ban Agxea Biker Famdlf! 
Rdtubtohrf. Urge ckuta* 
depamaeni. Links with Hood, 
going back, n 1961! 
MadUanda Deakr 
Td: Hasknxre 
(01428) 651580 


COUPLAND 

MOTORCYCLES 

MAIN ROAD 
FWTHYHUE 
BOSTON 
UNCS 

01205750266 
BEST DEALS ON NEW 

HOPOA i QUALITY 

USED MOTORCYCLES 


_. to SM tbo 
complete range of 
HONDA motorcycles 

hi KENT_ 

Telephone (01634) 
845612/848326 


•S# HONDA 


YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY 
DEALER IN 

SOOTH WALES 
MOUNT MOTORCYCLES 
IPDLTD 

PORT TALBOT 
& SWANSEA 

01639 883936 01792 645708 
FAX: 01639 883996. 


WAYNE 

BOWEN 

MOTORCYCLES 

TREORCHY, MID GLAM 
FOR 



« STOCK NOW 

C8R 600F, CBR 900RR. Vffl 7S0F 
SLR 6S0. XR 4J0. CBR 11000K. 


TIPPETTS 

EweB Road, Surbiton 
Surrey KT6 TAW 
0181399 2417 
37years Honda Solus. 
1W7modeIsinnodL 
Mstradons arr; 

RING 
NOW! 


MOTORCYCLES 

* NEW MACHINES M STOCK 

* used machines BOucarr 

a SOLD 

* SPARES & REPAIRS 

* SERVO*! & MOT 

* CLOIHNO - AMTQ/SHOE 
ETC. 

30 NOTTINGHAM HOAD 
LAUOHBOROUGff 

LET) IB) 

TM 01508 283907 


JOHN HARRIS 
MOTORCYCLES 

EST. SINCE 1975 
HONDA SOLUS DEALER 
Satan, Service, MOT'S, 
AaoamriM a Cfatfiing. 

Crowborough 

(01892) 

652380/665303 
WhltehUJ Road, 
Cr o wborough, 

E. Sussex TN61JU 


ARMSTRONG St/Cs 

Wa Aimomag (lCbo) Lad 
379/331 


TS5&AE 
Tet 01642 818007 
Fee 01642 827431 
Esofatahed 1893 
e-n»l-tacn= 
Annan»gv M «orq*hs 


HONDA 
MAIN DEALER 


HONDA 


John Jenkins 
Motorcycles 
72 Woreeaier Rood 
Mali 


For 

Honda ia Worcestershire 
TeL 01684 5722S7 
F«c 01684566977 


LIVERPOOL 
HONDA LTD 

LIVERPOOL'S ONLY 
HONDA DEALER 
VAUXHAIX ROAD 
LIVERPOOL, L3 6ET 
Teh 0151236 5242 
Fax: 0151 236 4416 


SCOTLAND 

FOR HONDA IN DUNDEE 
ANDREW HART MOTORCYCLES 
THE TWO WHEELER SPECIALISTS 

23-25 MILNBANK ROAD 

DUNDEE 
01382667281. 


MOTORCYCLES 


Blackbird 
fii e a wm 
HrabUda 

F6C 
in «odc. 

CaB 

8181668 8851/8856 I 


Claremont 

Motorcycles 


HONDA IN CHjOUCESTER 
FOR NEW AND USED 
MACHINES. 


ClocKxiter 
GL13NY 
Td: 01452 525903 
Fax: 91452 306475 



ABINGDON MOTORCYCLES 

THE UK’s No. 1 



100% SOLUS 


TWICE DEALER OF THE YEAR 




FIRES LADE 

ALLCOLOURS 
FROM STOCK 
TBEBETCHMARK OF 
STOWS BQlES 
DEMO AVAILABLE NOW 


RC45 

awoodacKDA 

TBCENQLOGYaTITS 

BQT 

1«7 STOCK JUST 
AMOVED 
VOr LIMITED 


GOLDWING 
Dunuie iuukck 

CRUISE CONTROL 
R BVBME OeAlt 
STEREO ETC 
M STOCK Of 
FABULOUS MAGENTA. 


BLACKBIRD 

THE FASTEST 
FROOUCnON 
actEINTHEWOBLD. 
no MPft ALL COLOURS 
Bt STOCK NOW 


Newsa Machines! Latest Packages! Old Fashioned Servicel 
By your New Honda Iran the Team that Cares. 

The Best Seketicn of Quality Used Saperfrikes in the County. 

Phone now for details on 01235 550055. Fax: 0X235553344 Marcbam Road, Abingdon, Oxoo- 



FOR HONDA 
IN 

SCOTLAND 
HONDA. rTS GOT TO BE 
NORTH HARBOUR MOTORCYCLES, 
14-18 NORTH HARBOUR STREET, AYR. 
01292281933. 


SkeUerns Motorcycles 

. Lots of Bikes, Lots of Demonstrators? 
Phone to reserve your new Honda now! 

Freephone 0500161750 

52 Sidbury, Worcester, WR1 2JA. 


THERE’S NO 
INTEREST AT 



TEL: 

01455 250200 



THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR 
HONDA SALES SERVICE 
AND ACCESSORIES. 
WERmBAWPgflTO WMMaW P 

HONOA FOR QUALITY 

REUAsnjrr and VAUB. 

LARGE STOCK OF NEW AND 

USED UAOSK9L 
NEWCLOTTHNO-AM> 



DUN Hadtiban 1 
AcataSM.MS ISA. 

TM: «IXM 23I23U 


SUSSEX 

Honda Specialists 

RedhiH Motors 

BRIGHTON 

Teb 

01273 601391 




mX3S MAIN AGENT 


UK Spec + 0% APR finance 
Yoo Can't Beal It! 

Fttf dcafa you cn't I81XUU 
and aarrice of wfakfa you can 

be me - 
23-23 Beach Road, 
UedehanpMM 
W.Snucx 

0»037131Q2 


SLOCOMBE’S 

MOTORCYCLES 

46-S2 DUDDEN HILL 
LANH 
LONDON 
NWI0 LDC 
PHONE 0181830 1000 

HONDA SALES 
FARTS SERVICE 


■Yowk*m Honda Mar 
■ Cona*b « ki itock 

‘DtmnanataWa 
'LHOac 


■OHmateiHuiai — 

aoMgtandltaad 


D nm. c o<w w 
Tat m» mazte 




taOTOncVCLB80D 

Rhonda. 

O B MOTORCYCLES LTD 
MOST 1997 MODELS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK 
ORDERS BEING TAKEN Off 
VTRI0OO 

TEL-0081 *37168 
SMI HIGH ST 
QUARRY BANK 
BEAM 

NR MERRY HILL CENTRE 



, PLYMOUTH 

■ o-iaiMM u-nhamui 

las 5 ” 

I Fa 9IK2 nun Fac 0HD3 tUlti 
COAL I 

tat PLYM 07000 ST TORBl 



0800 592653 


phoneforthe 

BESTPRICES IN 

7BEU.K. 


North Ixmdan 
Motorcycles Limztedi 



3 GrecsfalD Parade, Station 
Road, Barnet EN51ES 
Tefc 0»1441 4191 
Fax: 01814414209 

NEW & 
USED SALES 






PAUL SMART 
LIMITED 
narrs hoi 
H0HDA DEALS) 

® MAIDSTONE ROAD 
PADDOCK WOOD 
KSTnW26AF 

T «fcW8U2 835353 
^01892838477 



“otoRctcies 

^ SALES, SPARES, 

CLOTHING, SS=MCE 


WSUjiCKtonRoad, 
Ronrfoid, Esnx 
O1708726048 
290-292 Hgathway. 
Dagenham, Eicsex 
_0181 SB21QEH 


♦ 



AHA 


oraectar 
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 151997 


MERCEDES 


fZMOO IMtaBJ 


Q17W aH7«Q ■» _ 


r 

'■FT 


E220- 

9SM.S8vw1Hackcloth . 
hH.AC.«K.ABS,P8H. 

£19,250, 

01924283047 . 

01924 387222. 
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i -Mon . than they 
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i '-c **;tid I».'fitf e i 
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ear, f, T 
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':um in \\nrk. 

s «'Pagc5 


CaOus 

twhemmbrcims 

SLK230 

FwDilly Wre 

OTooo snSSSr 


Merc edes 

OWNERS 




bumSHTG: 


0345123111 

MCaKsHtmaHt at toot Rate 

Nmi* W%t fl NwwJ#iLOcxi<t - 


I Hill House 
Hammond 


E300D- 

Estate, 7 seats. 1996N, 
cniise, Etemrorf; WBtex 

cram seau, aare met : 
blue, 14QO0M, 1 lady 
owner, as uew_£2JL500- 
01507 607437(Iincs). 


, SL3Q0 ' 

24V ' 

"zss&so&s? 

fady mnt. SSSMknOL 
0171€2611610 
0 181445659 2 : 7 

300SL 



r 

/ 


OH 




» 


-24. Ra«tet&' 

" _ v*£ 

allow 
•; .ingle 


•rtfJhjL 

os 

■’* • *. fc 'i2fS 

ft 

" :«acns 
cn 

“* ftifci 

v. 

‘: 

-- 
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CAR AUCTIONS 


- • 


IT ". ^ 



E280 

EteSMM (New ModdV 
Tfcy’96, tDver, grey 
loftier, A/C. Ikmilec, 

05256 

TeL 01628 532841 / 

. 0976277738 

420SL 

’89G.raMl.FSB.70k,' 
Sawpjau^Brm, 1 

. umacditB.jBLOOa 

Tel: 

01243 787143. 

- . 


15KHE 

? 2j 6. 1989, Red, . 
good cod. CD: new. 
MGT, 1 owner. 

: £7300 oba. •- 

Tel: 0115 9430868. 

SLK 

Silver black/nsd * 
leather, stereo etc. 
£414X». Private 
vendor, avaDable now 

0860307695. 

. ‘ 


S600 

E230 

■ Elegance, P ieg, 

. Black, 2.000 mites, 
air; leather, erase, 

■ anto. 

- £33^500. 

. M798440814. /, 

V12 coupe, L reg, 2 lady 
owneo,TMBSH. 48,000 
miles, pristine coaeStioa, 

■ foil spec. £56£00 odo. 
6862 215166. . 



230 TE 

Atao. 86D, 7 seattr, 
alleys, silver grey, mceat 

■ ' enginexebOBld, Ex 

■ • direciwscar, exceQem 
for year. 150K approx. 

. . £4,995.: 

* . 6070916453. 

260E 

. treg'92, ■ \ 

Granne/Black ttnr, • 
sfc- 34IKX) utiles,' CD. 

' ' i owner, FSH, -/ 
£16500. : ' ? 

01813327890 ' 


- . .... 

230TE 

Auto. 91H. Ahnandine met 
Cream Icabe, 

7 seats, 6SXD0 mkes,. 
FSH.esr.e6v. ABS, 

. £14,750. 

TeL 01202 481025 

: MERCEDES 
320SL 

CONVERTIBLE 

N reysttBaoa, 5j000‘ifles 
only, tonnnalme great box' 
Icsber, cfanaJe cobcoL tat 
.- and barf top*. £57^00^. 

^01813417888. 

.... 

CONTRACT HIRE 



300SL 

.Auto, Ereg, 1987, 
S&OOQmiks, Petrol Une. 
tad ft soft top, FfcffiSH. 

y ri uinf OttKfidOK- 
” ' : OJA93. .. 

TeL 9151494 6350. 


300SL 

88F, wiriie/navy.h/s tops, 
rear.seats,' aDoys.' Alpine 
x/cass, CD 6 disc amo 
dmhjBr. 73,000 miles. 

• SH, outstanding, • 

• : ’’.£1W50. \ 

Aarot 01344873188 


300TE 

State tta al a tote 1990 S 
MtfttOatesy.btafttttor 

Harioc. an»a «lse MMQI ft 

windows, fiK*off*tmo, raof 

whMto. ABS. hM*mt 
wm ta tpa. 67JQ0mass.F3H. 

DiniffluUwiGygr. 
Priced to sail E9£50 

0171 7275893. T 



CONTRACT HIRE 


CONTRACT HIRE 


WHY PAY MORE? 

most hakes of mew+usd 
RHJB. a LUO cm MWlffi) 
VOCYCWlOVSWAMJROVEK- 
Cfimei - KNUBT 
PBJGEOT-AUDI - SMB-BW 
- VAUXHAUL 
HOWM 


MuriU + Ml Baa CM 

*. am. umw - 


_iji® 
esl pn. 

_ .IS®.* 

cm U4k vise t ass. a am. 

jat _ raSBM 

hm* q*= ia ntM* fata. ESS. 
vs. at. «Aw -—nzaiai 


ariMWan., 


ttuflun. 


eit.ttxai 
isu 


.^B^taaa u En.Btfia 
a— mm u w « mmi 


ITJ'SUX + SSM 


im hp< as ax E*a ai id + «cl 


let Mi tet w t a O yOT iLtpso 

& a p <i a a teBainii>» 

iua 

SSSf—* 


omnMc aai awix 

0|7W«7T7® ■ 


HWT H MWiatl 


CM RUlniM 

iSS TaScatPigaB y'i 




Contract Hire? 

01203 644744 


1996VbhO 8SD O 25 20V Est, AoU> 
t996VUvo8Sa€LTZ520V£t^Msn .. 
1998Vrim 850 6LT 251(M EA Auto 
1996 VW« 850 SE25 lOV fet Mo 
New Mercedes Cl 80 Beganz Auto 
with Air Cbmfttiotiing fi MetaOe RAt 
New Mereedes Cl BO Cbssicinc Stereo . 
New Mercedes C200 Classic fac Stereo 
New Honda Aco>fd 2L0IS 4 D^ Mwaal -. 
Navltaudol Omega 2A16VOS ■ 

4 Door, Air Conditioning, Manoai . 

New Manta Xedos 9 25t 4 Qooc, Aotn 

Hgars hwcd am as Meads toK per i 
3 moothi Ocpodt x 33 paycoctts ■ 


£42123 Wewffl taSarmakes quote 
CTt44 to suit year regukements 

WZm 01203 644716 

as&5a Nationwide Sendee 



1HE LAKCEST SEieCIICN af 91 fs FOC HOC in ME uc 

PORSCHE CAR HIRE 

WHS OUQTEb mm MONMV KKTAL AT 1OJ00 MUE& pa. 


ton hbmu usmONit. Intel w» suiib. w»i eteuetw 

tt**n n cntu mnumi ur JO uaoo mu p* «u hmm cms , 
UOMIWK IBDIO«bSniZMt^UKUlM(MMg 

TELEPHONE 0181 421 8686 


5 E S P -j K h S 



Tbm Kry to QmmlUy CantroK! Hiro 

fleet Services ) 



XQDDtMBmtlSCXr. 


ftefc 01785 2488381 
| Fax: 01785 848234 


Direct Rentals 


rjyPlOWGTHMICOWIMaSKCMUSTS. 


£395 P.M. 
jMiuimmiati 
£359 PM. 

343SiwuLNoaaMr 



eowTMcr feet - uomsdute auomnoNS - ml makes 

■ 1, 2, 2 4 4 YEA* COUtTMCTS 

rrnoHAL awmcgatip ynsmuMotr jb/aoamu 

SW« COMMmin! OEMS ON Att AOOL BMW Mac 4 SAAB 

BtrmL-com*Mams-ft*sotiM.com*Acn 


NEW VEHICLE SELECTION 


I YEAR 

M1IC 
3X1 >6101 


3YIA2 

Ideals! 

3x23© re*] 


mammar .xm 

KKBM«MB GMBE E9CS 
SMtMSCOMBnU.JQK 


■HUM.xm 

oouvunt.xm 

IAEMMZSBn«r....X3M 


ntMux. sm 

snoewoam. xm 

nwiuiawri.xm 


U....X219 

unou 2 xnn.xn* 

■mrittBCDuri.xm 

hk boss ms.xm 


4X4 COMPETITIVE QUOTES All MODELS 
HBHifU - CCMIlXAer HOS - IXAK - pCrsonal comimct 


[3 YEW 
I OSML5 
3X33© I OX 


QR&nUARS 


mnaiBn *! 


mjuarmm- aaac us our - naacr ixqm oint «ht 


J1WP 

I DEALS I 
«33@rwr 


inaDUB ....xm 

ilUWUR.JJW 


uui.xm 

>u 


I - 3 MONTH DEALS 


^Ssil 

h’BaSSfaaf 1 ^ 



■jaimi'aMB WHwntabrgicMggl 

dMenaMOBamMi 


ina-ittvmawE 


11 • 


Tel: 01902 353393 Fax: 01902 353150 



CitnOEN 2X TD 5 Dr.£50.15 

c/mor; xvaiA td sx 5 Dr. wd.sd 

errnOEN XAKTIATD 5X ESTATE, A'C .£71.24 

' HO.'.'DA CIVIC 1.4) 5 Dr £U=C. PACK .EA4.51 

. F05D FIESTA 1.2LX 5 Or jZeiCC Engine) ,...£33.30 

FORD FIESTA 18 DIESEL GHIA 5 Dr.£42.00 

i FORO ESCORT 1.3 TO LX 5 Dr.£4121 

J FORD MOUDEO 1.3 TD U 5 Dr.£45.34 

.' fOiTD r .‘O:<DE0 1.5 TD U ESTATE.£S0.73 

J FORD GALAXY 2.0 GLX, 7 SEATS.£32.35 

; REfVADLT tlEGANc 1.9 RAID 5 Dr.£47.C4 

l RENAULT LAG'JNA 2.2 RTD 5 Dr.£51.44 

J RENAULT LAGUNA 2.2 RTD ESTATE 7 SEATS. ..£55.33 
NE'.V CARS AVAILABLE PRICES ON REQUEST 


OTIS VEHICLE CONTRACTS 

HUann Avenue, UWtotumptan 
Coma Roocr Frank* on; 


O 1 902 452883 

FAX; 01902 450424 • Mobile; 0421 556070 


I » i o» if i»H4mM WM>i — a ■K aftrn 

_■UIHHfUMWMltllWIWUpWt*"* 



THE FORD NIONDEO 

FULLY MAINTAINED FOR 3 YEARS 


FROM JUST 

£ 48.23 



KR WESTHUS UILI 
SPEC IHQDDB; ftw w SWri ng, 5anrooL Bettrfc FwuHWpdoaa, 
*lnne toK*fe» V Cwlnd Lacteft Sttmw, Wwc LhUj 

lXIXSDr_E48-23 1-8TD IX5Dr . SSSS6 

2.0 Si 5Dr_ SS3M liGIX Estate X58.00 

li IX Estate .£>2150 i0 Ghla X SDr S**Jb 


SKCULOms 

9AN Scorpio Ut&na 2J TD Estate. SXIJS 


IB He ainiB qwW weUy sn 3 «ut aant - 3 aaftt a atm Wbwd bf 35 
made -IS^afeiwmDM-IxMiiaRnDntafeNdFnd 
in he mok m soma m we bishbs teas jib rsi asraws we 


■ CALL TONY ON: 

MOBILE 

01785 7122441 

0850 362684 


SPECWUSIS Ufc 
v • CONTRACT WRE 

PLATINUM 

RMJUJNBUWBWflttEBE^SiaWaWDFEBSnMm a HgTiiWBMHIT 

-47‘ 7 4 _ 


STOP & LOOK 


HmVWOU»Yt.9PV Wt WM*a<TPW«a 

£229 PM P 
tt»MBKK>asU2SMN^ 
l KW9MUt»i«F71I M 


cMmcr mumni «w«w 

■ Dinauai m BOTTOM HOTS H 


iwmaim 

PUKKAH/ 

mats 

i 


sb£273 

-*acH)e- 

w£319 

— AUDI — 

a£269 

— IMVB — 

»£52i 


[ — CIDfSSE— I 

h»£M2| 

■ sesbu-H 

w£230 

-SHOHE- 

a *£286 

-fiiurr— 

w£322 


\w£599\ 

k -WR- 

I &£673 

-u&uam- 

w£595 

-TOJBS- 

&£634 


- wa - 

a ff£129 

— nusir — 

B8f£249 

-MOHDBh- 

ss?£254 

-IAS0M- 

w£235 


• MnnMiiMVlftnaN 

lainlwwiaH 


F0K IIJfORMATIOtJ S. QUOTES 


TEL: (01924) 29999 1 irSSI 

THE CONTRACT HIRE AND LEASING SPECIALISTS 


! 

> 

} 

r 


■ .Saw 
■•'•pr'sr,’ 
•• ; a n c 

.••• 

. : • -.-.it." 

.... . w .-r 


3WS 


.. y?s : 


JSP-f- ■ 


> 



WHEEI 


Nol 


FOB 

M NORTH UNCdUBWM 

92 inoas MIMUBJE HVM snet 

OaOHSIMTOtt 8YMM6B«T 

Fts IWOJtUW ft SHOE mu 

•• MS8WE- • 

THj 01472 354402 
FAX 01472344755 

brighowgate. tsnatsBY, 
wmuNcs • 



PROW 

FuBWoriWliap PwN Dtpt 
DyMAICMn 
4ZkBburnftomd. 
lmian w lV230Pt- . 
Tal 0146M 714513 - 
Fax {0146^ 714888 
77w ArtbntoMfc ferSWe 

stnvtco S arMcmin ffw 
tight*** AbkrxtS 


eSj) 


IUM HONDA BEAUmMXI OCR . 



■R—P Aw t a mwn cg 
^■HOgq^TmHQPEPT ■ 
ffTM WTi i uaiAr ta rfTg 

-rantt' 

IWSDfilHa JBCBIST, 
BDtnM ",. LBea iMia. _ 
oiBjtsjHO saeeeRM 
tartN wnch opw a was k i 



DAW GRIEVE 
M0T0RCYCIB; 

lla^adr 


19 S6MWBLSBBT 

mn» 

m/sot . 

01592 7T2W7 
Mi 
wiIil 


CONGRATULATIONS 
HONDA 
YOU'VE 
BEEN NO 1' 

WITH US FOR 
27 YEARS 
VICTOR DEVINE 
(MOTORCYCLES) 
GLASGOW . 
TEL: 0141332 6264 



CLIVE 

CASTLEDINE 

IS ESTABUSiffiD 25 YEARS 

141-143 
ERSTONE 
ROAP . 
LEICESTER 
LES3AP 
01162 620966 


^ BBiBUNN WL 
MOTORfeTCIESLm 
HONDA&OMJSTS 
'.lMSMpBRlload, 
EafiafiURiJea»5«J. 

: ■ ■ 

TeL* 0181560 6396 
J F«c 0181^ .9189 
, ■ AW*mcE.m»^By op. 

SBOOMOHOID tat^fevetE 
l SUmJKD-REmfWKfAKD 
-raawicSDBY 




TUB HtHICKn 

NOl S^iDA DEALER 
\ JN &mBKTDGE 
CALL,C0L^0 r130^ 
V- 0322$ 

OS FAX0222^15783 
184 Bhto* 

CamtbrU 
CB43JS 


V 


ALF ENGLAND 
MOTORCYCLES 


For wutwBad AftwSutaa 
' S f ri onfconi : 
WiwI cNNMw Y 


Phones. 
01203 312184 

JharateKwCMrte! 


ALAN 

MOUNTAIN 

(firf Honda in York) 
FnaMmcdie 


Spue^Aecessenat ft -. 
MOT*. 

aaMHNaafcic—o. 
York.’ 

tU^faneOUM^UM, 




WE RACE 
WETOUR 

WE RCE EVHTYDAY 
WEVEBSHtSEFOR | 
27 YEARS AND WERE 
MTSHFQRUStfRE 


OCBUTLEW H O IO n C VCLS 

•wm' 


WAKEFIELD 
HONDACENTRE 
V7MOI>a5 
IM STOCK NOW 

Ban dnh MOW cc a new Honda. 
CBHTOCPKtf. CBH600FV. 
VFR750FV, CBR1 lOOtiCV. 

Fo*UXsfXtbife».'»>lraporri 

P & D Motorcycles 
184 Lands Bd. fcwtoa HB. 
WitoUMd. W. Yoxta Wfl 2QA. 

Tek 01924 372907 


UK^S NUMBER 1 
FOR HONDA 
DIAL A DEAL . 

01923221125 
.ALL HONDA MODELS 
LLOYD COOPER 
MOTORCYCLES 
, «1 QUEENS ROAD 
WATFORD 

M2S JUNCTION 19,21A 
Ml JUNCTION 5 
TOiNCannESBMCERDE 


SUTTON 
MOTORCYCLES 
MAIN HONDA AGENTS 
JEW "S7 yODBX MOWN STOCK 
satviCE* A ocamrr cs»r. 
lamina winriuaran 
lAtaB anxc r iowoP qu ality • 

ffijLNOW 

•U1354*MI 

■ uanamuftBim; . 
huumo— in mrnrr. 
... lm asuou tu orae 
aaBaasB 


‘RYES’’ 

HAMPSHSRES 

NO.1 

HONDA DEALER 


HONDA 


SALES ON A SURGE 
FOR BESTSH<VJCE... 

JIM ALLAN 

MOTORCYCLES LTD 
FAJJORK 
01324 620111 
BATHGATE 
01506 653922 


Claremont 

Motorcycles 

HONDA IN GLOU CEST ER 
FOR NSW AND USED 
MACHINES. 

OuenortRoad 


GL13NY 
Tefa01452S2S903 
Fan 81452 306475 


CHURCH STREET 
MOTORCYCLES 

1997 HONDA MODELS 
INSTOCK _ 
FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY. . 
BLACKBIRD. VTR1000, 
PTSEBLADE, 

.. SLR658.CSR6BBF, 

. CB50QR, 
VENTNOR. 

ISLE OF WIGHT. 
TEL: 01983 852232. 


BOB KING 

MOTORCYCLES 


HONDA 

SPECIAUST5 

IN 

BEDFORDSHIRE 


01234 359684 


FOR HONDA IN 



gW BBH BE 

B OTLW DI2I 7TT 1)11 
1(21 TT7 2**J 
PAX 

PI2I mao. 




HALLENS 

CAMBRIDGE 



HOIVDA 


01223 356225 


FULL HONDA RANGE 
SPAKS6 ACCESSORY 

WWTfiATE 

MOTORCYCLES 

LTD 

EST.197S 

Semriog. Repairs A MOT'S 
Coliectitm A Delivery. 
Service 

Saha 0M/&48539S 

Spares, Sender A 
Accessaries 
0UI640S862 

20-24 Upper dre* East 
Mkdamt, Sarny ‘ 


THE TIMES WILL BE RUNFHNG FEATURES 
■ON OTHER MOTORBIKE MARQUES OVER 
- THE NEXT FEW WEEfcS 

TRIUMPH - 22nd FEB 97 
- KAWASAKI - 1st MARCH - 
BMW-sa MARCH 

TO BpOKYODR SPACE NOW RL£ASE 
..CALL ON 0171 6806801 



4’ 


f ^•?! vs j * 


THE 




392 NGTON PARK 
3 SB PRZX 

We offer 3 cxOTpreheBsive paa&^: .. 

Enjoy the thrills of the track at your own speed, overlooked by 
experienced riders, learn your racing skills or just experience a racing circuit 
(Special sessions for all competitors in the Honda UK CB500 Cup) 

The CBR600 is well proven both on and off the track. The 
pre m iere class offers you the chance to get the best out of the circuit using production 
CRRBOOs, 


CB500 “STARTER” 


HONDA FIREBLADE “ELITE” 


One to one tuition on the 
CBR900RR FineBlade. Learn about the finer points of the circuit, 
the machine and production racing. 

Our school of excellence offers a unique teaching course from the 
age of IS upwards, teaching safety and road skills with advanced 
briefing and track time suitable for the commuter or racer. 

Reward your employees and clients with a day to remember, 
corporate days available with facilities provided inc luding catering 
and hospitality suites. Group booking up to 120 clients per day. 


An ideal gift for your partner. 

DON’T MISS OUT RING NOW ON 01332 883323 OF FfiX 01332 780814 
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BMW has produced a stylish new generation of its acclaimed 5 Series saloon range, says Vaughan Freeman 



Touring with BMW: The firm is modest to the point of apologetic about load-carrying powers, preferring to stress performance, handling, road-holding and, vitally, image and prestige 

Touring the wide open spaces 

A tailor-made suit with large, ist, says; “The BMW touring is a 1 want to use the car as an estate, the truly lend credence to BMW's cl ai m 

degant pockets is how BMW saloon, offering an even wider 
BMW describes its all-new range of practical benefits and vaf- 

5 Series touring, but few ues. Within our touring concept as a I wtuch pulls out Z.4ins beyond the is wonderful, sure and commence- 


A tailor-made suit with large, 
degant pockets is how 
BMW describes its all-new 
5 Series touring, but few 
suits have pockets large enough to 
take a bfi bed. 

Despite such a carrying capacity, 
BMW insists its touring (small t only) 
is emphatically not an estate car. 
Instead, it is an extended, more 
practical version of its acclaimed 5 
Series saloon, but happens to com¬ 
pete in the estate car sector. 

Indeed, BMW says that for all the 
touring’s shopping, wine and furni¬ 
ture-carrying and trailer hauling 
capacity, its load-lugging ability is 
not even the decisive factor behind its 
customers buying the touring rather 
than the saloon. Nor will its custom¬ 
ers be parting with substantial 
amounts of money (from £27,000 up 
to £44.420) just because the touring is 
trendy. It is. concedes the company, 
new, stylish and cleverly designed — 
but not trendy. 

Klaus Faust. BMW chassis special¬ 


ist says: “The BMW touring is a 
BMW saloon, offering an even wider 
range of practical benefits and val¬ 
ues. Within our touring concept as a 
whole, the transport capacity for the 
car is a significant, but not the only 
decisive factor. What counts most is 
design, dynamic performance, mo¬ 
toring comfort and value." 

The Bavarian car firm is modest to 
the point of apologetic about the 
touring’s load-carrying powers, pre¬ 
ferring instead to play the BMW’s 
longest and strongest suit of sporting 
performance, superb handling and 
road-holding, as well as, vitally, the 
marque’s image and prestige. 

The previous 5 Senes touring sold 
115.000 units between 1902 and 1996. 
with the larger car accounting for a 
quarter of all the 5 Series cars sold. 
The new car is identical to the saloon, 
all the way back, to the central B pillar, 
where it melts stylishly into the non¬ 
estate rear that is only about lin longer 
than the saloon that spawned it 

Should the touring buyer actually 


BMW 525 TOURING 


Engine: 2L54itre. six- 
cylinder electronic diesel 
injection with turbo charger 
and intercooler. 

Transmission: five-speed 
manual (auto £1,170 option). 
Performance: J43bhpat 
4600rpm. 0-6Gmph in 10.4 
seconds. Top speed 130mph. 
Economy: (combined Euro 
figure) 35-Smpg. 

Equipment: Central 
locking, immobiliser and 
transponder in key, dual 
airbags plus side impact 
airbags for front seat 
occupants, power steering, anti- 
lock braking and fraction 
control all standard. 

Price: £27,755 (SE touring 
£29,155). 


want to use the car as an estate, the 
load area can take objects up to 6ft lin 
long. An ingenious loading surface 
which pulls out 24ins beyond the 
rear bumper allows heavy objects 
weighing up to 1701bs to be loaded on 
to it. The moveable floor then slides 
back into the car without any risk of 
slipped disc or pulled muscle. Cru¬ 
cially, thanks to a redesign of the rear 
suspension, the load area is now 
completely flat The car comes with 
self-jevelling automatic pneumatic 
suspension as standard, so that it 
always rides level. 

On the move, the 25-litre turbo¬ 
diesel is supremely flexible. The five- 
speed manual gearbox seems an 
overdesigned hixuty since the temp¬ 
tation is to get by with just third and 
fifth gears, so versatile is file engine. 
On the move it is as quiet as the very 
quiet BMW petrol cars. This is a 
sophisticated diesel engine that puts 
the lie to all the lon^held prejudices 
about noisy, rough diesels. 

But it is the 25- litre petrol cars that 
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Name that tune 
and your car’s 
CD will play it 

Honda’s new Civic let s you voice 
your choice, reports Stuart Bir ch_ 


truly lend credence to BMW'S daim 
that they produce sporting cars for 
the driving enthusiast The handling 
is wonderful, sure and confidence- 
boosting. Over long, winding Ger¬ 
man roads the car swept on without 
demur, and on dry, empty auto¬ 
bahns, speeds of well over 120mpb 
could be maintained without raising 
the heartbeat 

The 525 tds and 5281 SE (which sells 
from £32,496 on the road) go on sale 
on April 17, and BMW is-dearly 
confident that would-be onwere will 
be happy to pay a price premium of at 
least £1500 for the touring over die 
saloon. Further developments of fiie 
touring range will arrive in May with 
the launch of fiteSZOi and 523i, and in 
August die £44,420 range-topping 
540i goes on sale. 

The 5 Series saloon has already 
been acclaimed as one of the best-ever 
cars of its kind;, the touring is a 
worthy addition to the range. Stylish, 
brifiiantty engineered—and a worry 
for Audi. Mercedes and Volvo. 


J ust say the word and the 
sound of Back Brahms 
or the Beatles will fill the 
interior of the Honda Civic 5- 
door. 

Honda UK is daiming a 
world first by putting a voice- 
activated CD autochangor oo 
its nfew car options list Call up 

Oasis, and in precisely 8.9 
seconds they will be pulsing 
through the speakers. 

The system, which adds 
about £250 to a standard auto- 
changer, is not a gimmick, 
says Pioneer, who have de¬ 
signed and produced it “It’s 
the first of its kind in the 
world,” says Gareth Gibbard. 
fire company’s UK 
automotive sales 
mananger. “We be¬ 
lieve it represents a 
substantial contri¬ 
bution to reducing 
driver- workload, 
and so will help to 
make driving 
safer." 

A small micro¬ 
phone like that 
used for a hands¬ 
free telephone is 
placed on the son 
visor or door pillar Just s 
and the driver rim- the si 
ply states the com¬ 
poser, orchestra or singer of 
choice. For good measure, 
Honda, is also offering the 
latest 50 CD autochanger with 
the improved Civic range, 
although the voice activation 
system will also operate with 
six or 12-disc systems. 

But all this is just a begin¬ 
ning. Pioneer is already work¬ 
ing on follow-up versions that 
wul allow Individual track 
selection, and later this year it 
is likely that voice activation 
will also operate new-genera- 
tion radios. “It will be possible 
to request station changes, 
volume variation and even 
added bass or treble,” says 
Gibbard. 

He believes other car manu- 


Just speak to 
the speakers 


£acturers may also offer Pio¬ 
neers CD voice activation 
system oo new models. It will 
soon be available as an after¬ 
market fit m Europe. TJe 
system is simple to use: the 
driver programs it by speak¬ 
ing into the microphone, giv¬ 
ing names to the CDs that 
have been loaded. The system 

will then accept the command; 

[f it does not a shorter tide 

must be used. 

If a driver develops a cold 
and the system has difficulty 
understanding, there is a 
manual selection facility and 
(he operation is multi-Ungual, 
able to cope with English. 

French. German 
and Japanese. 

"Voice activation 
for CDs has been 
available as an 
after-market item 
in Japan since the 
end of last year, but 
we believe Honda’s 
decision to put it on 
the new car options 
list for the Civic is 
unique." Gibbard 
adds. 

As for the new 
ak to Civic, announced 

akers today, it has been 

given a lot of 
changes; Honda UK directior 
Ken Keir says he believes 
buyers need more choice. The 
L5i model gets added power 
and is a delight to drive; there 
is a luxurious 15 ES with air- 
conditioning and leather up¬ 
holstery and a new range- 
topper, the near-140mph 15 
VTL 

The taut and agile VTi s 
very quick, with an engine rev 
tint of 8,000. But is a shade 
noisy when cruising quickly 
and 1 would have liked a sixth 
gear. Of course, fitted with the 
Pioneer system, l could just 
say “Madonna” and she 
would be there in 8.9 seconds, 
eclipsing all mechanical noise 
with the strains of Evito. 
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A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 
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